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Chair,
Distinguished Committee Members,
It is a privilege to address you at the opening of the 35th session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in my capacity as a Vice-President of the Human Rights Council and Chair of the Council's Task Force on accessibility for persons with disabilities.
This session has particular significance. This year marks twenty years since the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. With 193 parties, the Convention now enjoys near-universal reach. This anniversary offers an opportunity to celebrate progress under the Convention and to renew our shared commitment to its full implementation.
The Task Force was established pursuant to Council resolution 16/21 to study measures to enhance accessibility for persons with disabilities to the Human Rights Council and the work of its mechanisms, and to make concrete recommendations, in accordance with international human rights standards. I am therefore particularly pleased to address this distinguished Committee, which has played an instrumental role in advancing and promoting those standards globally. An important aspect of my role is to engage with States and all stakeholders of the Council to increase awareness of accessibility requirements and to support the full and effective participation of persons with disabilities in the Council's work.
As the principal intergovernmental body responsible for the promotion and protection of human rights, the Human Rights Council is not only a forum in which human rights are discussed but also a space in which rights must be exercised. This includes the right to freedom of expression and the right of persons with disabilities to participate fully and effectively. Accessibility must therefore be regarded as a fundamental and non-negotiable element of the Council's work.
Measures taken at the Council have progressively improved accessibility. The use of subtitled video statements by States and civil society organizations is now well established, supporting broader participation. Reasonable accommodation measures have also become an increasingly integral part of the Council's work. More broadly, accessibility is no longer viewed as an exceptional consideration, but as an essential component of meaningful participation in multilateral processes.
Since assuming the chairmanship of the Task Force, I have worked closely with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the United Nations Office at Geneva, the Secretariat of this Committee and Member States to improve both physical and digital accessibility at the Council. Together with the Secretariat, I have also participated in a walkthrough of relevant facilities. Particular emphasis has been placed on raising awareness of available accessibility services and encouraging a more proactive approach to inclusion.
The Task Force has also encouraged improvements in administrative processes that support participation. Accessibility requirements can now be more effectively identified during registration processes for Council sessions, enabling the Secretariat to provide information and consider accommodation measures earlier and more systematically. This represents an important step towards a more responsive and user-centred approach to accessibility.
A significant development has been the return of Human Rights Council sessions to the renovated Building A and the Assembly Hall following major works undertaken as part of the Strategic Heritage Plan. Accessibility considerations were integrated into these renovations, including improvements to entrances and circulation routes, elevators, automated doors, signage and wayfinding systems, accessible sanitation facilities, and conference infrastructure. These upgrades have enhanced the accessibility of the principal venues in which the Council conducts its work and represent an important step towards ensuring that participation is possible on an equal basis for persons with disabilities.
The Council and UNOG have also improved administrative arrangements to better identify and respond to accessibility requirements. Registration processes now allow participants to indicate specific accessibility needs in advance, enabling the Secretariat to provide more tailored information and consider reasonable accommodations earlier and more systematically.
The Task Force will also continue to explore participation arrangements that can extend the reach of the Council’s work, including appropriate remote participation options. Accessible digital platforms can help ensure that persons with disabilities are able to participate on an equal basis. The Task Force continues to advocate for participation arrangements that maximize inclusion and accessibility and has consistently highlighted the importance of accessible digital platforms, including features such as screen-reader compatibility, keyboard navigation and customizable accessibility settings.
Digital accessibility has emerged as an important area of work. The Task Force has explored opportunities presented by technological developments, including advances in automated captioning and other accessibility tools. While such technologies offer significant potential to enhance participation, they must be implemented in a manner that complements, rather than replaces, existing accessibility services and safeguards. New technologies should be guided by the principles of universal design and developed in consultation with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations.
More broadly, accessibility continues to be increasingly embedded across the Council's work. At its sixty-first session, the Council's annual interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities focused on disability-inclusive infrastructure, including transport and housing. The Council also adopted without a vote resolution 61/9 on the rights of persons with disabilities: disability-inclusive digital technologies and infrastructure, including transport and housing. At the same session, the Special Rapporteur presented her report on the equal participation of persons with disabilities in political life. These strands reinforce the understanding that disability inclusion is relevant to all human rights issues and not only those specifically focused on persons with disabilities.
Looking ahead, the Task Force will continue to pursue a practical and results-oriented agenda. Current priorities include identifying practical and visible improvements to physical accessibility within the Palais des Nations, strengthening awareness of existing services, improving the accessibility of digital tools and communications, and encouraging greater engagement by Member States,  advancing accessibility across the Council's work. Our objective is clear: to strengthen a systematic, sustainable and inclusive approach that enables the full, effective and meaningful participation of persons with disabilities in all aspects of the Council's activities.
Easy-to-read information is another area worthy of continued consideration. Work in this area could usefully address standards, quality assurance and implementation options, with persons with disabilities involved from the outset.
In this regard, I intend to continue consultations with States and United Nations entities, and to deepen engagement with civil society organizations and organizations of persons with disabilities, including through meetings of the Task Force in the months ahead. I warmly welcome the continued engagement of this Committee and of persons with disabilities themselves. I would also value the Committee's advice, particularly in identifying priorities, testing facilities and services, and advancing accessible information. Persons with disabilities and their representative organizations must be involved from the outset. As always, our efforts should be guided by the principle: "Nothing about us, without us."
As we mark the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention, accessibility is firmly recognized as a precondition for equality, participation and institutional credibility. My commitment is to use the Task Force to advance proactive and systematic inclusion throughout the Council's work.
I appreciate the Committee's attention and extend my best wishes for a productive thirty-fifth session.
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