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PARAGUAY
(-.)
C. Principal subjects of concern and recommendations
(--2)

National mechanism for the prevention of torture

(..)

15. The State party should take the necessary measures to ensure that the
national preventive mechanism has sufficient resources to enable it to carry out
its functions effectively and independently, in accordance with the Optional
Protocol to the Convention and the law establishing the mechanism (Act No.
4288/11). The Committee urges the State party to make use of the Human Rights
Network of the Executive Branch and other existing bodies in order to ensure
that the recommendations of the national preventive mechanism are
implemented, as required by law.

(..)

Impunity for acts of torture and ill-treatment

(..)

17. The State party should:

(...)

(b) Ensure that all allegations of torture or ill-treatment are
investigated promptly and impartially by the Public Prosecution Service, also
ensuring that there is no institutional or hierarchical connection between the
investigators and the alleged perpetrators and that investigations are initiated as
a matter of course whenever there are reasonable grounds to believe that an act
of torture or ill-treatment has been committed;

)

(d) Respect the principle of the presumption of the innocence of
persons investigated for acts of torture and ill-treatment while also ensuring that
they are immediately suspended from their duties and remain suspended for the
entire period of the investigation, particularly where there is a risk that they
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would otherwise be in a position to repeat the alleged act, retaliate against the
alleged victim or hinder the investigation;

(-.2)

(9) Ensure that the alleged perpetrators are duly prosecuted and, if
found gquilty, are punished in a manner that is commensurate with the
seriousness of their acts. The Committee draws the State party’s attention to
paragraph 10 of its general comment No. 2, in which it emphasizes that it would
be a violation of the Convention to prosecute persons only on charges of ill-
treatment in cases where elements of torture are also present;

(-.)
Acts of torture and ill-treatment by the Joint Task Force

(...)
19. The State party should:

@ Amend the regulatory framework in order to limit work relating
to internal security controls to a civilian police force that has been properly
trained in respect for international standards in this area;

(b) Ensure that all human rights violations committed by members of
the Joint Task Force, including those related to acts of torture and ill-treatment,
are investigated promptly, effectively and impartially and that the alleged
perpetrators are tried and, if found guilty, given sentences commensurate with
the gravity of their acts;

(c) Ensure that victims of human rights violations committed by State
agents in the northern part of the country receive full reparation.

(...)
Follow-up procedure

42.  The Committee requests the State party to provide information on its
follow-up to the Committee’s recommendations set out in paragraphs 15, 17 (b),
(d) and (g), and 19 above by 11 August 2018. The State party is also invited to
inform the Committee about its plans for acting upon some or all of the
remaining recommendations set out in the present concluding observations
during the next reporting period.

(-.)




