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BRIEFING ON UGANDA FOR THE 
COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS – 55th session June 2015
From Dr Sharon Owen, Research and Information Coordinator, Global Initiative, sharon@endcorporalpunishment.org
This briefing provides an update on progress towards the adoption of legislation prohibiting all corporal punishment of children in Uganda since the submission of our briefing for the LOI. We hope the Committee, in its concluding observations on Uganda’s initial report, will:
· urge the state party to ensure that clear prohibition of all corporal punishment, without exception, is retained in the Children (Amendment) Bill as it passes through Parliament and that it is enacted and brought into force as a matter of priority.
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1 Uganda’s report to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
1.1 Uganda’s initial report to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights refers to legislation on domestic violence[footnoteRef:1] but makes no reference to efforts towards law reform to give children legal protection from corporal punishment in the home or any other setting. [1:  5 December 2013, E/C.12/UGA/1, Initial state party report, para. 94] 


2 An update on progress from the Global Initiative
2.1 Currently in Uganda, corporal punishment is unlawful in the penal system but it is not prohibited by law in the home, alternative care settings, day care and schools. Provisions against violence and abuse in the Children Act 2003, the Constitution 1995, the Penal Code 1950 and the Domestic Violence Act 2009 do not prohibit all corporal punishment in childrearing. In schools, a Ministerial circular (2006) and the Guidelines for Universal Primary Education (1998) state that corporal punishment should not be used but there is no prohibition in law.
2.2 In 2014, A Children (Amendment) Bill was under discussion which would prohibit all corporal punishment, including in the home and in schools. The Bill was tabled in Parliament in February 2015.
2.3 In its concluding observations on Uganda’s initial report, we hope the Committee will urge the state party to ensure that clear prohibition of all corporal punishment, without exception, is retained in the Children (Amendment) Bill as it passes through Parliament and that it is enacted and brought into force as a matter of priority.
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