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Introduction:  Pacific Women's Watch (New Zealand) is an umbrella for 18 organisations and a number of individual members focussing its work on achieving gender justice.  We bring outstanding issues and questions to be put to the New Zealand Government following on from our alternative reporting for the 8th review and our submission for the specific issues requested at the mid-term.   
Outstanding Issues from the Committee's Concluding observations following on from the review of the 8th New Zealand State Report which remain ongoing are:
Development of a National Action Plan for Women:  The Plan is now part of the current programme of work for the Ministry for Women.  The Committee has been asking for a new Plan since the earlier Plan came to an end in 2009.   Pacific Women's Watch (NZ) has urged the Government continuously to develop a new Plan.  We propose the following questions related to the new National Plan:
1.  Please explain how the Government intends to consult NGOs and civil society on the shape and priority issues of the Plan prior to elaboration of the Draft.  
2.  How does the Government anticipate the Plan will further empower women and girls in achieving their full gender rights? 
3.  Will the Government guarantee sufficient funding to ensure the Plan brings the best outcomes for women and girls at every level?
Gender Pay Gap:  Despite the best efforts of Government to close the gender pay gap it continues to remain stubbornly at 9 percent lower for women compared to men (10.76 percent in 2021) With even greater gaps for Māori and Pacific women.  The Equal Pay Amendment Act 2020 aims to reduce the gap as does the Women's Employment Action Plan.   Questions we propose are:
1.  How will the Government engage with the private business sector to ensure the Equal Pay Amendment Act 2020 has full support?
2. When does the Government expect to see a reduction in the pay gap?
3.  What concrete outcomes do you expect from the Women's Employment Action Plan? 
4.  Can the Government give an assurance that its strong political will ensure efforts to reduce the gender pay gap are effective?

Ongoing High Level of Gender-Based Violence:  Periods of isolation and lock-downs associated with the COVID 19 pandemic have put safety at risk for many women and girls.     Questions to be asked:
1.  How does the Government intend to provide the extra safe houses sufficient for all families needing a safe place of living?
2.  Since education on how to avoid violent relationships will be critical will the Government continue to fund the "It's Not OK" programme and what new programmes has it planned for education to reduce the unacceptably high level of violence within families?
3.  What programmes of support will the Government offer to women and girls who are victims of violence?

Homelessness and Lack of Social Housing:  Homelessness is an increasing concern.  Despite genuine efforts by Government to provide more social housing for low-income families the numbers seeking a house has increased very much in 2022 compared to 2021.  Construction of new houses and renovation of existing social housing has been limited due to a shortage of building materials and skilled trades-people.  Supply of materials has become unreliable during the COVID pandemic and more recently due to the war in the Ukraine.  Lack of a warm, dry home brings many health problems, especially for young children, which may cause life-long illness.    Questions to ask:
1.  When do you expect to be able to offer new social housing sufficient to reduce the number of families in need?
2.  As additional social housing must be "fit for purpose" will Government ensure sufficient funding to provide comfortable "fit for purpose" accommodation for those with large families?

Child Poverty:  Approximately 1 in 5 children are in families where there is insufficient income to provide for adequate nutrition, warm clothing and school costs.  In a developed country like New Zealand where many enjoy an above-average life-style it is quite unacceptable that many children continue to live in impoverished circumstances.   One-off payments announced in the budget in May 2022 for three months for low-income families offers no solution to the reduction of poverty in the long-term.  We see little political will by the Government to ensure a sustainable level of income sufficient to halt the intergenerational trajectory of poverty.  We demand greater Government will to end child poverty and so our questions are:
1.  Describe the measures designed to end child poverty that you will establish at an early date?
2.  How will such measures be maintained in the long-term?

Women's Health:    Under-funding of services to improve treatment and health outcomes for women has seen many unable to access essential health advice.  Delays in being able to consult a medical specialist and in gaining treatment for health issues specific to women has seen quality of life and outcomes greatly diminished for many.  This is especially so for rural women where numbers of General Practitioners are fewer than in urban areas.   We are concerned that sexual and reproductive health rights are compromised for many women.    Questions:
1.   Does the New Zealand Government plan to provide extra funding at an early date for services to improve outcomes for women's sexual and reproductive health?
2.   Describe incentives the New Zealand Government has planned to increase the number of General Practitioners in rural areas to reduce the waiting time for women to access a consultation.
3.   How does the New Zealand Government plan to reduce waiting times for treatment of women's health going forward?

Emerging Issues
Mental Health and Well-Being of Women and Girls:  Stresses of COVID during self-isolation, lock downs, home schooling of children, lack of social interaction and difficulties in home relationships have all contributed to new levels of suffering related to mental health for both women and girls.  As mental health services were inadequate before the pandemic they are now more severely stretched.  Improved mental health services are now more urgently needed.    While the budget of May 2022 allocated substantial funding to health much will be spent on restructuring the health system and reconstruction of hospitals to be earthquake safe.    We believe there must be a careful balance of health resources to provide essential services especially in mental health.      Our questions are:
1.   Does the New Zealand Government intend to provide adequate funding to establish mental health services which benefit women and girls?
2.   What specific new mental health services will the New Zealand Government establish to improve outcomes for women and girls suffering mental health problems?

Effects of Climate Change on Women and Girls:   It has been widely acknowledged that the effects of climate change will be greater for women than for men.    We therefore believe it will be critically important for New Zealand women to be fully consulted on all processes to mitigate the effects of climate change.  New Zealand with its long coastline and areas experiencing sinking is vulnerable to sea level rise.   Severe weather causing gales, flooding and even tornadoes have already become more frequent.   Keeping their homes and families safe will be a future challenge for women. We therefore pose the following questions:
1.   Will the New Zealand Government ensure that an equal number of women have leading roles alongside men in any discussions regarding the mitigation of climate change?
2.   Will the Government make extra resources available for the reconstruction of family homes suffering damage following severe climate events?    
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