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Chapter I
		Matters brought to the attention of States parties
		Decisions		
		Decision 75/1
Contribution of the Committee to the Beijing+25 Review
On 27 February 2020, the Committee adopted its contribution to the Beijing+25 Review (see decisions 73/6 and 74/6) entitled “Beijing+25: Women as leading forces of change” (Annex 3) and decided to present it during the sixty-fourth session of the Commission on the Status of Women, scheduled to take place in New York from 9 to 20 March 2020.
		Decision 75/2
Statement on the occasion of the second anniversary of the participation of detained Saudi women human rights defender Loujain Al-Hathloul in the Committee’s review of Saudi Arabia
On 27 February 2020, the Committee adopted a statement on the occasion of the second anniversary of the participation of detained Saudi women human rights defender Loujain Al-Hathloul in the Committee’s consideration of the combined third and fourth periodic reports of Saudi Arabia on 27 February 2018 during the sixty-ninth session of the Committee (Annex 4).  
		Decision 75/3
Intervention by national human rights institutions during the dialogue of the Committee with the State party concerned
In accordance with its paper on the cooperation between the Committee and national human rights institutions (see decision 74/1), the Committee decided to offer, during a pilot phase, to national human rights institutions (NHRIs) with A-status, at their request, an opportunity to present remarks not exceeding 5 minutes at the dialogue with the State party concerned, following the introductory statement by the head of the delegation, who will have an opportunity to react to the NHRI remarks during the dialogue with the Committee on the respective articles of the Convention. It also decided that the NHRI statement shall be shared with the Committee the day before the dialogue and that the State party shall be informed of this new procedure.
		Decision 75/4
Requests for inputs to draft lists of issues prior to reporting of other treaty bodies
		The Committee decided to request the Secretariat to circulate requests for inputs by the Committee to draft list of issues prior to reporting (LOIPRs) received from other treaty bodies to the Country Rapporteur, country task force members and/or other Committee members concerned. It further decided to request the Secretariat to compile and transmit comments and suggested amendments received from the aforementioned members of the Committee to the treaty body concerned.	
		Decision 75/5
Inter-sessional briefing for States parties on the draft general recommendation on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration
		The Committee requested the Secretariat to convene a briefing for States parties on the draft general recommendation of the Committee on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration in Geneva in mid-May 2020 and to ensure that the briefing will be live webcast.
		Decision 75/6
Pre-Sessional Working Group
The Committee confirmed the members of the pre-sessional working group for the seventy-seventh session, Hiroko Akizuki, Gunnar Bergby, Rhoda Reddock, Elgun Safarov, and Franceline Toe Bouda.
		Chapter II
		Organizational and other matters
	A.	States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and to the Optional Protocol
As at 28 February 2020, the closing date of the seventy-fifth session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, there were 189 States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/180 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 1 March 1980. In accordance with its article 27, the Convention entered into force on 3 September 1981. In addition, 80 Contracting States had accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention, concerning the Committee’s meeting time. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. 
At the same date, there were 113 States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/4 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 10 December 1999. In accordance with its article 16, the Optional Protocol entered into force on 22 December 2000.
Updated information on the status of the Convention, the amendment to the Convention and its Optional Protocol, as well as lists of States signatories and parties and the texts of declarations, reservations, objections and other relevant information are available from the website of the United Nations Treaty Collection (http://treaties.un.org). 
	B.	Opening of the session
The Committee held its seventy-fifth session at the United Nations Office at Geneva from 10 to 28 February 2020. The Committee held 20 plenary meetings, and also held 10 meetings to discuss agenda items 5, 6, 7 and 8. A list of the documents before the Committee is contained in annex [...] to the present report.
The session was opened by the Chair of the Committee, Hilary Gbedemah, at its 1747th meeting on 10 February 2020.
	C.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (CEDAW/C/75/1) at its 1747th meeting. 
	D.	Report of the pre-session working group
The report of the pre-session working group (CEDAW/PSWG/75/1), which met from 22 to 26 July 2019, was introduced by Rosario Manalo at the 1747th meeting. 
	E.	Organization of work
On 10 and 17 February 2020, the Committee held closed meetings with representatives of specialized agencies and United Nations funds and programmes, as well as other intergovernmental organizations, during which country-specific information was provided, as well as information on the efforts made by those bodies to support the implementation of the Convention.
Also on 10 and 17 February 2020, the Committee held informal public meetings with representatives of non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions, who provided information on the implementation of the Convention in the States parties considered by the Committee at its seventy-fifth session. 
On 10 February 2020, Lopa Banjerjee, Director, Civil Society Division, Head of Generation Equality Secretariat, and Sarah Hendricks, Director, Policy, Programme and Intergovernmental Division, UN Women, briefed the Committee remotely via videoconferencing technology on the preparatory work for the Generation Equality Forum and opportunities for the Committee to engage in this process.
On 25 February 2020, Bandana Rana represented the Committee as a panelist at the high-level panel discussion of the forty-third session of the Human Rights Council commemorating the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women. The theme of the high-level panel discussion was “Accelerating the commitments of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action”.
	F.	Membership of the Committee
		Attendance of the seventy-fifth session
All members attended the seventy-fifth session, with the exception of Ms. Louiza Chalal. The following members did not attend the session on the indicated dates: Tamader Al-Rammah on 10 February; Hilary Gbedemah from 19 to 21 February; and Aicha Vall Verges on 21 February 2020. A list of members of the Committee, indicating the duration of their terms of office, is annexed to the present report.
		Chapter III
		Report of the Chairperson on activities undertaken between the seventy-fourth and the seventy-fifth sessions of the Committee
At the 1747th meeting, the Chair, Hilary Gbedemah, presented her report on the activities she had undertaken since the seventy-fourth session of the Committee.
			Chapter IV
	A.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention
At its seventy-fifth session, the Committee considered the reports of eight States parties submitted under article 18 of the Convention: the third periodic report of Afghanistan; the eighth periodic report of Bulgaria, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the sixth periodic report of Eritrea; the combined initial to third periodic reports of Kiribati; the combined fourth to seventh periodic reports of Latvia; the sixth periodic report of the Republic of Moldova; the fifth periodic report of Pakistan; and the sixth periodic report of Zimbabwe.
The Committee prepared concluding observations on each of the reports considered. Those observations are available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) under the symbol numbers indicated below:
Afghanistan (CEDAW/C/AFG/CO/3)
Bulgaria (CEDAW/C/BGR/CO/8) 
Eritrea (CEDAW/C/ERI/CO/6)
Kiribati (CEDAW/C/KIR/CO/1-3) 
Latvia (CEDAW/C/LVA/CO/4-7) 
Pakistan (CEDAW/C/PAK/CO/5)
Republic of Moldova (CEDAW/C/MDA/CO/6)
Zimbabwe (CEDAW/C/ZWE/CO/6)
	B.	Follow-up procedures relating to concluding observations
The Committee considered the follow-up reports from the following States parties:
1)	Federated States of Micronesia (CEDAW/C/FSM/CO/1-3/Add.1) 
2)	Israel (CEDAW/C/ISR/FCO/6)
3)	Monaco (CEDAW/C/MCO/FCO/1-3)
4)	Norway (CEDAW/C/NOR/FCO/9)
5)	Romania (CEDAW/C/ROU/CO/7-8/Add.1)
6)	Singapore (CEDAW/C/SGP/FCO/5)
7)	Sri Lanka (CEDAW/C/LKA/CO/8/ADD.1)
The Committee sent first reminders to the following States parties, whose follow-up reports were overdue:
1)	Burkina Faso 
2)	Costa Rica
3)	Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
4)	Kenya
5)	Nauru
6)	Oman
7)	Paraguay
	The Rapporteur on follow-up met with representatives of Ireland and Nigeria, whose follow-up reports were overdue.
Add technical visit to OPT/State of Palestine (check with OLA)!!!
		Chapter V
		Activities carried out under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women provides that the Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention a summary of its activities under the Optional Protocol.
	A.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 2 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 2 of the Optional Protocol on 17, 24, 26 and 28 February 2020. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol regarding its forty-sixth session (see annex 1).
The Committee examined eight individual communications submitted under article 2 of the Optional Protocol. It adopted seven final decisions, declaring inadmissible communications No. 108/2016 concerning Denmark, No. 111/2017 concerning Finland and No. 117/2017 concerning the Netherlands. It also adopted views finding violations of the authors’ rights in relation to communications Nos. 107/2016 and 110/2016 both concerning North Macedonia (forced eviction of pregnant Roma women and failure to preserve their reproductive rights), with one member dissenting, No. 119/2017 concerning the Russian Federation (failure to effectively investigate and redress gender-based violence against women in same sex relationships) and No. 138/2018 concerning Spain (obstetric violence). The Committee decided to postpone its adoption of communication No. 105/2016 concerning Moldova to the seventy-sixth session of the Committee and to discontinue its consideration of communications No. 63/2013 concerning Argentina given that the parties had reached a friendly settlement and No. 118/2017 concerning Denmark given that the authors had obtained residence permits and were no longer at risk of being deported. With the exception of the views on communications Nos. 107/2016 and 110/2016 concerning North Macedonia, all final decisions were adopted by consensus. The text of the final decisions of the Committee will be available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) once they have been finalized and sent to the respective parties, through the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights under the link to the relevant session of the Committee, and through the juris database of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (http://juris.ohchr.org/).
	B.	Follow-up to views of the Committee on individual communications
The Committee was informed that the Working Group, during its forty-fifth session, had discussed the follow-up situation in each case where the follow-up dialogue was ongoing and that it had agreed on the action to be taken. Of the 13 cases under follow-up examination, four relate to the Russian Federation and one each relates to Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, Mexico, Republic of Moldova, Slovakia, Tanzania, Timor-Leste and Ukraine. The Committee requested the Secretariat to arrange for meetings with representatives of the Permanent Missions of Slovakia and Tanzania to discuss follow-up to views on individual communications.
	C.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 8 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 8 of the Optional Protocol on 25 February 2020. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol regarding its fifteenth session (see annex 2).
The Committee also endorsed the following decisions of the Working Group on Inquiries:
1. In relation to Inquiry No. 2016/1, to designate Ms. Bandana Rana as additional member to conduct the inquiry.
1. In relation to submission No. 2019/1, to request additional information from the sources of information;
1. In relation to submission No. 2019/2, having conducted a preliminary assessment of the information received by the Committee, not to invite the State party concerned to submit observations with regard to the information concerned.
		Chapter VI
	A.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee
The Secretariat informed the Committee about the status of submission of overdue reports by States parties under article 18 of the Convention (https://bit.ly/2xgj1bJ). 
	B.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 7 
Dates of future sessions of the Committee
In accordance with the calendar of conferences, the following dates are confirmed for the Committee’s seventy-sixth and seventy-seventh sessions:
Seventy-sixth Session
Forty-seventh session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 17 to 19 June 2020
Sixteenth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol:
18 and 19 June 2020
Seventy-sixth session: 22 June to 10 July 2020
Pre-session working group for the seventy-eighth session: 13 to 17 July 2020
Seventy-seventh Session
Forty-eighth session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 14 to 16 October 2020
Seventeenth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol:
15 and 16 October 2020 
Seventy-seventh session: 19 October to 6 November 2020
Pre-session working group for the seventy-ninth session: 9 to 13 November 2020
			Reports to be considered at future sessions of the Committee
The Committee confirmed that it will consider the reports of the following States parties at its seventy-sixth and seventy-seventh sessions:
Seventy-sixth session:
1) Bahrain
2)	Denmark
3)	Dominican Republic
4)	Gabon
5)	Kyrgyz Republic
6)	Maldives
7)	Mongolia
8)	Panama
Seventy-seventh session:
1)	Azerbaijan
2)	Ecuador
3)	Nicaragua
4)	Senegal 
5)	South Africa
6)	Sweden
7)	Uruguay
8)	Yemen
		Chapter VII
		Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
	A.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 6
			Working Group on working methods
The Working Group met twice during the session. It discussed and submitted two draft decisions to the Committee: one on the opportunity for national human rights institutions that have been accredited with A-status by the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions to request to make remarks during the dialogue of the Committee with the State party concerned (see decision 75/3); and another on the process for handling requests for the Committee to provide inputs to draft lists of issues prior to reporting of other treaty bodies (see decision 75/4).
		CEDAW-UN Women/SDGs Working Group
The working group on SDGs met three times during the session and finalized and submitted to the Committee for adoption a draft written contribution to the Beijing+ 25 Review (see decision 75/1). It suggested that the contribution be presented during the sixty-fourth session of the Commission on the Status of Women, scheduled to take place in New York from 9 to 20 March 2020.
		Working Group on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration
The working group met twice during the session. It reviewed the draft general recommendation prepared by the consultant. The working group the timelines for posting the draft general recommendation on the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to invite comments from stakeholders as well as for the adoption of the general recommendation by the end of 2020. The chair informed the other members about the organization of a regional expert meeting in Panama City in April 2020 and of possible additional regional expert meetings. 
Working Group on gender-based violence against women
The newly constituted working group met twice during the session. It elected Ms. Genoveva as chair of the working group, which comprises the following members: Ms. Hiroko Akizuki, Ms. Nicole Ameline, Ms. Marion Bethel, Ms. Naéla Gabr, Ms. Nahla Haidar, Ms. Lia Nadaraia, Ms. Aruna Devi Narain, Ms. Ana Peláez Narváez, Ms. Bandana Rana, Ms. Rhoda Reddock, Mr. Elgun Safarov, Ms. Wenyan Song and Ms. Franceline Toe Bouda. The working group decided to elaborate comprehensive guidance for States parties, including a checklist for the submission of periodic reports to the Committee on the implementation of their obligations and their accountability as set out in general recommendation No. 35 (2017) on gender-based violence against women, updating general recommendation No. 19. The chair requested the other members of the working group to indicate their respective areas of interest in that regard and circulated a tentative list of topics for initial contributions.
		Chapter VIII
		Provisional agenda for the seventy-sixth session
On 28 February 2020, the Committee considered and approved the following provisional agenda for its seventy-sixth session:
1.	Opening of the session.
2.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
3.	Report of the Chair on activities undertaken between the seventy-fifth and seventy-sixth sessions of the Committee.
4.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
5.	Follow-up to concluding observations on reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
6.	Implementation of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
7.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee.
8.	Activities of the Committee under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
9.	Provisional agenda for the seventy-seventh session of the Committee.
10.	Adoption of the report of the Committee on its seventy-sixth session.
		Chapter IX
	A.	Adoption of the report
The Committee considered the draft report on its seventy-fifth session and addenda on 28 February 2020 and adopted it as orally revised during the discussion.
[Annexes will be added to the final version of the text]
	B.	Composition of the working groups of the Committee
[To be added to the final version of the report]
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