Mr. President, 
Distinguished members of the Committee against Torture 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Peace be upon you and God's mercy and blessings,
On behalf of my delegation, I would like to express our pleasure to meet with
your committee in order to consider the second periodic report of the State of Qatar submitted under article (19) of  the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 
In the State of Qatar we look favorably and with appreciation to the important role undertaken by your esteemed committee in assisting States Parties in improving, strengthening and enhancing their relevant obligations, and implementing items and provisions of the Convention in a transparent manner. We also highly appreciate the committee’s efforts to improve the method of periodic reporting through the new practice of submitting reports based on a list of issues prior to reporting. This new method will allow us to concentrate our national dialogue on key issues.  
In this regard, we would like to assure you of Qatar’s support and full cooperation with the Committee. 
The State of Qatar looks at the interactive dialogue with monitoring committees as a reciprocal process which enhances growing understanding between it and the Committee. Indeed, working with your esteemed committee as well as with other monitoring committees, represents in view of the constructive dialogue it encompasses, a source of encouragement for us to move forward towards ensuring rights and achieving the goals. We also consider that the process discussion of reports by the committee is a valuable opportunity for us for self-criticism and proper analysis of our situation to improve and promote our internal practices. The State of Qatar also pays special attention to the issues raised in the report before you. 
Furthermore, we are committed to hold a constructive and inclusive dialogue with your esteemed committee. This commitment can be made manifest  through the expanded delegation taking part in this dialogue, which is composed of representatives of the 8 following authorities : Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Interior, Public Prosecution, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Labour, the Supreme Council of Health, Qatar Foundation for Child and Women Protection, and Qatar Foundation for Combating Human Trafficking.  These are some of the many bodies charged with the application of the Convention in the country, knowing that many others are not present here today, but they helped in preparing and drafting this report. 
This delegation’s size, level and composition, in addition to the efforts made ​​for the preparation of this report, is only one aspect of Qatar’s earnest efforts to fulfill its obligations under the Convention.  

Mr. President, 

Distinguished members of the Committee
The report before you is the result of a series of consultations, coordination and cooperation in monitoring the implementation of the Convention. Indeed, a national committee formed by the esteemed Council of Ministers, worked on the preparation of this report which should be read in conjunction with other information provided by our country for other monitoring committees, consolidating thus the notion that these rights are indivisible and that these conventions are instruments that complement each other. On the other hand,  my country received a note from the CAT secretariat informing that the UN translation Division at Geneva was unable to translate the replies from the Government of the State of Qatar to the list of issues raised by the CAT. To enable the Committee to examine the information contained in this report, the State of Qatar volunteered to translate the document into English. Hence we would like to assure you that the State of Qatar attaches great importance to its full compliance with all its obligations under human rights conventions, including the Convention against torture. In this Context, Qatar’s criminal laws and treaty obligations explicitly and comprehensively prohibit torture. Considering torture a criminal act wherever it occurs, Qatar shall not engage in or hide acts of torture. Moreover, the culture of impunity has no place in the country's legal system. This is not just an abstract legal obligation, but we also have a moral obligation which is stipulated in our traditions and culture since ancient times.
Let me assure you once again today that when allegations of torture arise, including those against government officials, they are immediately investigated. If the allegations are confirmed, they are referred to the competent courts in accordance with national legislation.
Our commitment to the protection of individuals is not limited to torture. The Government is likewise committed to undertaking investigation and prosecution of all allegations of any kind on other cruel, degrading and humiliating treatment against persons arrested by the competent organs of Justice.
What we bring before you in this report is to highlight the major efforts made ​​by the State of Qatar toward the fulfillment of its obligations related to the application of the terms of the Convention. Furthermore, the report clearly shows that all levels of government in the country are aware of their international obligations and take them seriously. At the national level, the State of Qatar applies the Convention through a number of means, such as the Permanent Constitution of the State of Qatar which expressly provides for the criminalization of torture, in addition to fundamental rights and other freedoms stipulated in the Constitution. Among those means, there is the Qatari Penal Code and other legislations. Qatar’s obligation to prevent, prosecute and punish torture acts and other cruel or degrading treatment is also applied through a number of legal procedures and measures that have been reviewed in the report before you, to complement Qatar’s report and replies to the list of issues raised by the Committee.
Let me now review briefly some general measures against torture that have been adopted by the State of Qatar since the submission of its first report to the Committee.
-During the submission of our first report, the Committee noted that the Qatar’s legislations do not refer explicitly to criminalization of torture.
We then promised to consider the Committee's recommendation to incorporate an explicit definition of torture into the Penal Code. After an extensive debate on this issue, the State of Qatar finally amended its Penal Code by adding an explicit definition of torture in full conformity with the definition stated in article 1 of the Convention. This explicit text aims to strengthen the absolute prohibition of torture in accordance with the meaning contained in the Constitution of Qatar, and to illustrate the serious nature of this type of crime. It also shows support of the State of Qatar to the absolute prohibition of torture in all circumstances and conditions. This text has been included into the Law No. (8) for the year 2010 amending the provisions of the Penal Code promulgated by Law No. (11) for the year 2011.
- Aware of the importance of narrowing the scope of reservations to the Convention, and in response to the Committee's recommendation, the State of Qatar reformulated its reservation to the Convention by withdrawing reservations to articles (21) and (22). It also amended its general reservation to the Convention and attached it to articles 1 and 16 of the Convention. Accordingly, the competent legislative authorities have ratified this action and thus Qatar notified the United Nations Secretary-General of this decision.
- It should also be noted that a decision was issued by HH Heir Apparent to form a committee in order to revisit the provisions of Law No. (17) for the year 2002  regarding the  protection of society. This was undertaken as part of a general trend in Qatar that seeks to promote public freedoms and not to limit them, except in cases of necessity based on the protection of the system of national values ​​and family cohesion in Qatar.

- On the other hand, Emiri Decree No. (75) for the year 2011 was issued to establish Administrative Control and Transparency Authority, which aims to achieve control and transparency, integrity of the public service, the fight against corruption in all its forms and manifestations. It is under the direct control of the HH the Emir.
- We should also point out here to the draft national plan for the promotion and protection of human rights in the State of Qatar. It is being prepared by the National Committee for Human Rights in consultation with  concerned authorities in Qatar.

- In recognition by Qatar of the importance of the application of the principles of international humanitarian law and its role in protecting the victims of conflicts, the decision No. 27 for the year2009 was issued by the Council of Ministers to establish the National Committee on the International Law which aims to advise and assist the Government in implementing and disseminating international law.
The establishment of this committee is an important step towards ensuring the effective application of international humanitarian law through the evaluation of existing national legislations and recommendations aimed at advancing implementation process as well as its role in teaching and disseminating international humanitarian law.
To confront organized criminal groups, the Law No. (15) for the year 2011 on combating Human Trafficking was issued in order to protect individuals from human transfer and trafficking, in the event that it is done by the use or threat of using force and violence. This provides for them protection from acts of physical and psychological torture and other cruel, inhumane treatment. In this context, it should be noted that a number of non-governmental organizations have become an indispensable factor in the fight against human trafficking and in addressing its implications.
- It is worth noting here that the State of Qatar’s efforts in the field of international cooperation on the fight against human trafficking have been crystallized in the government’s adoption and embracement of the Arab Initiative for Building National Capacities to Combat Human Trafficking. These efforts were also manifested in Qatar’s financial support to the initiative amounting $ 6 million. 
 - In the field of correctional and punitive institutions, the State of Qatar is committed to providing a safe and humane custody characterized by ensuring safety for detainee. Similarly, our national standards relating to punitive systems management and control are compatible with international minimum standards and may exceed them sometimes. To confirm this commitment, the State of Qatar issued the Law No (3) of 2009 on organization of correctional and punitive institutions. The purpose behind the adoption of this law is to include all international minimum acceptable standards in the field of punitive and correctional institutions into the national law. This is especially related to the inspection of institutions to verify compliance with the rules and regulations, stipulate safety, hygiene and health requirements, the public prosecution’s right of access to institutions to ensure legality of detention, to examine records, to get in touch with inmates and listen to their complaints
-In the framework of cooperation with non-governmental organizations concerned with human rights, Qatar received last October a delegation from Amnesty International who met with a number of government officials to exchange views on the situation of human rights in the country. Qatar responded with full transparency to the requests of the Organization to visit a number of departments of the Ministry of Interior such as the Capital Security Department, Punitive and Correctional institutions Department, Research and Follow-Up Department, and also visited the central prison. Moreover, the organization met the Director of the Human Rights Bureau at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and also paid a visit to Qatar National Human Rights Committee to come to know about its competences and its working mechanisms.
Qatar independent judicial system provides a general mechanism to monitor the implementation of these legislations, in addition to other administrative mechanisms that have specific powers to receive and investigate complaints against law enforcement officers. These officers receive training on the legal framework governing their work, including protection from torture. Likewise, police officers are subject to investigations in accordance with criminal and police laws as well as  regulations governing them, to make sure that their duties are properly performed. In this regard, the competent authorities do not have knowledge of any current disciplinary procedures to investigate allegations of torture or other cruel or inhuman acts perpetrated by a law enforcement officer.

At the international level, the Government of the State of Qatar is committed to protecting persons at risk of persecution. In this context, Qatar has clear positions towards regimes that violate fundamental freedoms, including the regimes that practice torture.
We point out here that the State of Qatar continues to meet its obligations under the Convention, in particular its commitment not to expel or extradite a person to another State where there are substantial grounds for believing that he would be in danger of being subjected to torture, in accordance with Article 3 of the Convention.
We would also like to underline the continued cooperation between the State of Qatar and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. Indeed, three consultative meetings were held in order to further strengthen cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the last one was on 06/26/2012 in Geneva.
These consultations were held following Qatar's hosting of the United Nations Human Rights Training and Documentation Centre for South-West Asia and the Arab Region which was opened in Doha in May 2009. This centre constitutes an effective tool to further cooperation in capacity building, domestically and regionally through training, documentation and raising awareness on human rights issues. The mandate of the Center focuses on training, documentation, building and promoting capacities. Under this mandate, the Center has been working to enable the relevant authorities in the field of human rights to acquire the necessary skills through education and training that would allow them to promote and protect human rights at the regional and international levels. The Center thus responds to the aspirations of all stakeholders in building and raising and promoting capacities in the field of Human Rights
Mr. President, 
Distinguished members, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

While in Qatar we have the feeling that we have achieved significant attainments in a short period of time, we realize however that much more needs to be done. Therefore, We will continue our work as an active member of the international community to promote these achievements and improve our performance through the exchange of experiences and taking advantage of international best practices. We look forward to an extended, constructive and useful dialogue with the Committee on all matters relating to combating torture in Qatar: We hope that members of the Committee will take this opportunity to ask questions, taking into account the nature of the national governmental bodies and areas of expertise represented here today by Qatar delegation.

I also hope that the points contained in this speech will contribute to our dialogue with your esteemed committee. We will do our best, within the time allotted to us, to address in a comprehensive way the points mentioned in the list of questions prepared by the Committee. We are ready to respond to any questions from members of the committee.
I thank you Mr. President.


