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Article 1 – Right to self-determination 

1. A root cause of the human rights and humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip stems from Israel’s imposition of a general closure of the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt) on 29 October 2000.[footnoteRef:1] Under this policy, the Israeli military closed crossing points, restricted access to fishing grounds, and imposed other restrictions on the movement and access of persons and goods.  [1:  Al-Aqsa Uprising followed a provocative visit to Al-Aqsa Mosque on 28 September 2000 by Ariel Sharon, Israel’s prime minister at the time, along with hundreds of Israeli policemen. ] 


2. Seven years later, when the Hamas movement took over the Gaza Strip in June 2007, these restrictions were intensified and the Israeli security cabinet labeled the Gaza Strip a “hostile entity” and suspended its customs code, thereby ending its right to receive normal imports from abroad.[footnoteRef:2] In September of the same year, the Israeli authorities installed a set of strict measures on the movement of people and goods via crossing points between Gaza and Israel—measures that still drastically restrict the number of people and amount of goods allowed in and out of Gaza. The criteria in place requires that goods and people can only move if there is a “humanitarian imperative” to do so.  [2:  Al Mezan, “Report on Israel’s Decision to Suspend Gaza Customs Code”. 2007, available at http://www.mezan.org/en/uploads/files/2559.pdf  ] 


3. The 11-year closure and blockade of Gaza, referred to in paragraph 2 above, impacts all areas of life in Gaza and lies at the root cause of two million residents’ inability to freely pursue their economic, social and cultural rights. The closure and blockade policy forms part of the Israeli government’s occupation of Palestinian territory and campaign to fragment, isolate and ultimately deny Palestinians their right to self-determination—a measure that goes hand in hand with the denial of access to natural resources in Gaza and the West Bank. 



Article 6 - Right to work 

4. In 2009, the Israeli government unilaterally declared the eastern, northern, and western boundaries of Gaza to be “access restricted areas”. The access restricted areas are effectively a buffer-zone on Palestinian territory and form part of Israel’s closure and blockade policy. The buffer-zone was created through years of the Israeli military continuously destroying what has amounted to thousands of homes, orchards, and water-wells, and by levelling land. 

5. The Israeli military uses violent, often lethal, means to enforce its movement restrictions in the access restricted areas, in ways that directly affect the lives of residents. The force used on residents often leads to loss of life, injury, and detention and abuse, particularly of fishermen and farmers. 

a. Fishermen 

6. Fishermen, who work in the access restricted areas by sea, endure constant harassment, detention, and shooting on the part of the Israeli navy. These attacks are unwarranted and compound the dire conditions of the fishing community in the Gaza Strip, 80 percent of whom live below the poverty line. 

7. Despite having a right to work in 20 nautical miles of sea space in line with the Oslo Accords, Israeli authorities restrict Palestinian fishermen to a zone of between three and 12 nautical miles. As of 3 January 2019, the Israeli authorities have unilaterally declared the permitted fishing zone for Palestinians to be six nautical miles between North Gaza and Gaza City, 12 nautical miles between the Middle Area and Khan Younis, and six nautical miles in Rafah.  

8. On 14 November 2018, the Israeli authorities prohibited Palestinian fishermen from accessing the waters between the Northern demarcation line and Gaza City’s port. The restriction lasted one day and reflects a pattern of constant, unilateral modification of the fishing zone according to political and strategic calculations by the Israeli government. 

9. According to Al Mezan’s monitoring and documentation, in 326 incidents of harassment by the Israeli navy in 2018, 323 involved the navy’s use of live fire. In 2018, the navy arrested 68 fishermen, killed two fishermen, injured 19 fishermen, confiscated 21 boats, and destroyed boats and equipment in eight incidents. The Israeli navy still targets Palestinian fishermen when they are within the permitted fishing zone.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Al Mezan, “Israeli Forces Fire at and Detain Four Fishermen, Confiscate their Boats”. 16 Dec 2018, available at: http://mezan.org/en/post/23337      ] 


10. Israeli authorities continue to impose restrictions on the entry of fishing equipment and materials needed to repair damaged boats into Gaza within the context of the closure and blockade. 

11. Israel’s policy to hinder fishermen’s access to Palestinian territorial waters restricts their enjoyment of Palestine’s natural resources. Preventing the fishing community from working safely and freely stifles what would otherwise be a viable sector in the Palestinian economy. The fishing community, once prosperous and a viable sector in the economy, is now one of the poorest communities in Gaza.

b. Farmers 

12. Gaza’s farming community experiences similar harassment, attacks and destruction of property as fishermen. In accordance with the closure and blockade policies, the land within the access restricted areas has been levelled, amounting to the destruction of 35% of agricultural lands in Gaza.[footnoteRef:4] The access restricted areas—officially designated by Israel to encompass the lands within 300 meters from the border, but effectively extending up to 1,500 meters into Gaza’s territory—is designated the high risk zone, where live fire is used to enforce unofficial movement restrictions.[footnoteRef:5]  [4:  UN OCHA oPt, Special Focus, Aug 2010 ]  [5:  UN OCHA oPt, One Year On, May 2015] 


13. According to Al Mezan’s monitoring and documentation, the Israeli military shelled agricultural lands 15 times in 2018, and conducted shooting and airstrikes 214 time, resulting in the killing of five farmers and wounding of two farmers. 

14. The Israeli forces continue to conduct chemical spraying of farmlands, in particular in the area where farmers plant wheat, oats, melon, and low-growing, leafy vegetable crops, such as spinach, parsley, rocket and chard. The practice affects the livelihood and right to food of the population, while posing a risk to Gaza’s fragile environment and decaying infrastructure. The spraying is reported to be creating a lasting change to the chemical composition of entire swaths of arable land, reaching up to 700 meters beyond the designated access restricted area.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Al Mezan, “Briefing Paper Effects of Aerial Spraying on farmlands in the Gaza Strip”. Feb 2018, available at: http://www.mezan.org/en/uploads/files/15186958401955.pdf ] 


15. On December 4, 2018, the Israeli military sprayed herbicides from the air over areas inside the Gaza Strip and near the fence separating it from Israel. A variety of crops grown in fields near the fence inside the Strip were damaged as a result. The Israeli military sprayed the chemicals six other times in 2018. 

16. On 7 January 2018, Al Mezan, Gisha – Legal Center for Freedom of Movement, and Adalah - The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights, wrote to Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu in his role as Minister of Defense, Military Advocate General Adv. Sharon Afek, and Attorney General Dr. Avichai Mandelblit, with an urgent demand to refrain from conducting further aerial spraying of herbicides inside and near the Gaza Strip, due to the severe damage to crops and the risk to the health of Gaza residents caused by the spraying. the organizations emphasize that the spraying is a highly destructive measure, infringing on fundamental human rights and violating both Israeli and international law.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Al Mezan, Adalah, and Gisha, “Stop spraying dangerous herbicides over the Gaza Strip”. 9 Jan 2019, available at: http://mezan.org/en/post/23348] 


17. Contrary to Israel’s official position, whereby the military only sprays herbicides over Israeli territory, farmers in Gaza report that the planes spray over the Strip’s aerial space. The letter further notes that even if the spraying were to in fact take place only on the Israeli side, the chemical agents used are carried by wind over to the Gaza Strip, causing severe damage to crops and disproportionate financial losses to local farmers, meaning that there is no justification or legal basis for the continued use of this destructive practice.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Ibid, footnote 4 ] 


18. According to farmers’ complaints to Al Mezan, the spraying has occurred since 2014. In December 2015, the military confirmed it uses planes to spray herbicides near the fence in order to clear terrain.[footnoteRef:9] In June 2016, Gisha, Adalah and Al Mezan submitted a complaint on behalf of eight farmers from Gaza whose crops had been damaged by spraying, calling on the Israeli authorities to refrain from the practice and compensate the farmers, to no avail. [9:  +972 MAG, “IDF admits spraying herbicides inside the Gaza Strip”. 28 Dec 2015, available at: https://972mag.com/idf-admits-spraying-herbicides-inside-the-gaza-strip/115290/  ] 


Article 11 – Right to an adequate standard of living

19. The collapse of Gaza’s economy due to 11 years of closure and blockade is the root cause of the challenges that Gaza’s residents face, as the local economy is unable to support the lives of two million residents. The closure and blockade policy has crippled Gaza’s institutions that are in charge of providing public services to the residents, directly infringing on their rights to housing and an adequate standard of living. 

20. The demolition and destruction of homes over the course of many years and corresponding lack of rebuilding has created a housing crisis in Gaza that has left thousands of people homeless and internally displaced. The destruction of over 8,381 housing units in the July-August 2014 bombardment greatly exacerbated the crisis.[footnoteRef:10] In the years thereafter, the UN-brokered Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism frustrated rebuilding efforts as it cemented Israel’s restrictions on the movement of goods under the closure and blockade. International organizations calculated at the time that it would take 18 years just to import the materials needed for rebuilding.[footnoteRef:11] By the end of February 2018, three and a half years after the ceasefire, more than 22,000 people (4,162 families) remained displaced according to OCHA.[footnoteRef:12] By severely restricting access to construction materials, the Israeli government has created a houses crisis whereby available supplies are unable to cover the rapidly growing population.  [10:  Al Mezan, “Operation Protective Edge in Numbers”. 2015, available at: https://www.mezan.org/en/uploads/files/14598458701382.pdf ]  [11:  Association of International Development Agencies, “Reconstructing Gaza: Five Principles for Transformative Change”. 3 Oct 2014, available at: https://www.diakonia.se/globalassets/blocks-ihl-site/ihl---rightside-boxes/reconstructing-gaza-five-principles-for-transformative-change.pdf ]  [12:  OCHA, The Monthly Humanitarian Bulletin. 5 April 2018, available at: https://www.ochaopt.org/content/22000-people-gaza-strip-still-internally-displaced-2014-hostilities ] 


21. The rates of poverty and unemployment have been rising dramatically for over a decade. In the third quarter of 2018, unemployment reached 54.9%. In 2017, the unemployment rate was estimated at 48.2%,[footnoteRef:13] with a rate of 61.2% among young people in Gaza.[footnoteRef:14] At least 53% of Palestinians in Gaza endure poverty, with 33.8% living in extreme poverty.[footnoteRef:15],[footnoteRef:16]  [13:  Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, “Preliminary Results of the Population, Housing and Establishments Census, 2017”. 2018, available at: http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/portals/_pcbs/PressRelease/Press_En_Preliminary_Results_Report-en.pdf ]  [14:  Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, “Situation of the Youth in the Palestinian Society”. 2018, available at http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/post.aspx?lang=en&ItemID=3215     ]  [15:  Ibid footnote 14 ]  [16:  Exacerbating the issue, in June 2017, the Palestinian Authority cut the salaries of 45,000 of its employees in Gaza by between 30% and 60%. The families of these employees lost a significant percentage of their income and were pushed into poverty, thereby increasing Gaza’s poverty rate.  
When in 2018 the United States cut its contribution to the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), the deterioration of the economic situation was dramatically accelerated. See: U.S. Department of State, “On U.S. Assistance to UNRWA”. Available at https://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2018/08/285648.htm   ] 


22. Yet the Israeli authorities continue to increase restrictions as a means of retaliation and collective punishment. In July 2018, the Israeli government maintained a closure of Kerem Abu Salam (Kerem Shalom), the main cargo crossing between Israel and Gaza, as a response to and punishment for incendiary kites being floated into Israel by Palestinian protesters.[footnoteRef:17] On 17 October 2018, the Israeli government re-imposed harsh restrictions on the movement of people and goods and reduced the fishing zone to three nautical miles. The temporary restrictions served to exacerbate economic and human rights conditions in Gaza.[footnoteRef:18]  [17:  Al Mezan, “Collective Punishment: Israeli Authorities Block Gaza Imports and Exports”. 20 Jul 2018, available at: http://mezan.org/en/post/23078
See also: Al Mezan, “Further Strangulating Gaza, Israeli Authorities Add Restrictions on Movement of Goods in and out of Gaza”. 15 Jul 2018, available at: http://mezan.org/en/post/23072
See also: New York Times, “Unable to Stop Flaming Kites, Israel Moves to Choke Off Gaza Commerce”. 9 Jul 2018, available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/09/world/middleeast/gaza-israel-kites-embargo.html 
See also:  Haaretz, “Israel to Reopen Gaza's Only Commercial Crossing if Calm Persists, Defense Chief Says”. 9 Jul 2018, available at: https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/defense-chief-israel-to-re-open-gaza-border-crossing-if-calm-persists-1.6294479 ]  [18:  Al Mezan, “Israeli Forces Reinstate Increased Restrictions, Launch Attacks on Gaza”. 17 Oct 2018, available at: http://mezan.org/en/post/23299] 


23. The Israeli military’s periodic targeting of civilian infrastructure, property and lands also increases poverty, unemployment and homeless. These conditions ultimately lead to the loss of hope for a productive future—as indicated by increasing suicide rates.[footnoteRef:19] Al Mezan’s documentation shows that between 12 and 13 November 2018, the Israeli military launched an extensive series of attacks on civilian objects throughout Gaza. Tens of airstrikes targeted residential buildings and agricultural lands, causing massive destruction to property, including to Al Mezan’s office, and displacing families.[footnoteRef:20]  [19:  Al Mezan’s monitoring and documentation shows that suicide rates more than tripled from 2015 to 2017. While traditionally rare among the Palestinian population, 18 cases were documented in 2017 and 14 were documented by September 2018.  
See also: 4 News, “Gaza suicide crisis: ‘We’re dead already’”. 10 May 2018, available at: https://www.channel4.com/news/gaza-suicide-crisis-were-dead-already ]  [20:  Al Mezan, “Al Mezan Condemns Massive Israeli Airstrikes on Residential Buildings and Public Properties throughout Gaza Strip”. 13 Nov 2018, available at: http://mezan.org/en/post/23315] 



Article 12 – Right to health 

a. Patients’ access to medical care

24. Gaza’s health sector has been crippled by years of closure and blockade and by systematic attacks on infrastructure during Israel’s periodic military bombardments.[footnoteRef:21] The closure has also severely affected the ability of the Palestinian authorities and the international community to develop Gaza’s health sector as the import of advanced medical equipment and spare parts has been hampered or fully banned. Due to restrictions on movement, healthcare professionals are unable to attend specialized training and conferences outside of the Gaza Strip, or importantly, exchange experience with colleagues in the West Bank. The entry of international medical experts to Gaza is also increasingly restricted, which hinders the delivery of specialized trainings within Gaza and deprives both patients and doctors of the opportunity to benefit from their expertise.  [21:  Al Mezan, Lawyers for Palestinian Human Rights and Medical Aid for Palestinians, “No More Impunity: Gaza’s Health Sector Under Attack”. 11 July 2016, available at: http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/14683072331625.pdf ] 


25. Because Gaza’s health sector lacks vital diagnosis and specialized surgery and treatment capacities, thousands of patients, including children, have to be referred to hospitals outside of Gaza, especially the West bank, including East Jerusalem, and Israel. In order to access the hospitals, patients must first obtain referrals from the Palestinian Authority and security permits from the Israeli authorities. 

26. [bookmark: _Hlk531256524]This complex permit regime severely restricts access to hospitals, as requests for permits by patients are rejected or excessively delayed by the Israeli authorities. There are also instances where children’s requests are approved, while those of their family members are denied, which means that despite holding the requisite permits, the children cannot make it to the hospitals. 

27. According to the Palestinian Ministry of Health, in 2018, 15,826 patient permits were approved, 1,971 were rejected, and 7,861 were delayed or ignored.[footnoteRef:22] In practice, ignoring or significantly delaying a permit can have the same effect as rejecting a permit as the patient misses either some or all of their hospital appointments.  [22:  Department of the General Administration of Health Insurance in the Coordination and Liaison Directorate of the Ministry of Health. ] 


28. Even short delays can serve to frustrate the health condition of patients, particularly if they are cancer patients, who have a strict regimen of treatment to follow or require surgeries. The lack of information also causes psychological pain and stress for the patients and their families. To assist patients pursuing exit permits, Al Mezan intervenes in the process with the Israeli authorities. In 2018, Al Mezan intervened in the cases of 576 patients; 240 of the patients who had no response to their applications or whose permits had been rejected on the pretext of a security threat, were granted permits. 
[bookmark: _Hlk531253250]
29. Patients and their companions are sometimes arrested and detained within the process of obtaining permits and crossing Erez.[footnoteRef:23] According to Al Mezan’s documentation, in 2018, one patient and four patient-accompaniers were detained by Israeli authorities.[footnoteRef:24] [23:  Al Mezan, “Medical Care Under Siege: Israel’s Systematic Violation of Gaza’s Patient Rights”. Feb 2018, available at: http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/15174966411875.pdf page 16]  [24:  For the latest case, see: Al Mezan, “Israeli Authorities at Erez Crossing Arrest Palestinian Patient-Companion, Urgent Care for Patient is Blocked”. 9 Dec 2018, available at: http://mezan.org/en/post/23330] 


30. The Israeli security authorities’ interview of patients and/or their companions at Erez crossing puts the individuals in a very vulnerable position. The interview is considered part of the security screening, and failure to appear means that the patient’s request for a permit is automatically denied. Over 1,660 patients and patient companions were called for interviews between 2014 and 2017. Many of them reported being subject to interrogations and asked to provide information about the security situation in Gaza and about their relatives, neighbors and friends. Some patients were asked to collaborate with the Israeli security services in exchange for access to medical care. According to Al Mezan’s documentation, at least one patient was beaten by Israeli security agents, notably in the parts of the body for which medical treatment was being sought, during the interview process. Hamza Temraz gave the following quote within his testimony to Al Mezan: 

“…[the Israeli security agent ] asked me which of my legs hurt. I uncovered it and showed it to him. While we were talking he suddenly beat me with the heel of his shoe on the spot that hurt. I fainted.”[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Ibid, footnote 12. Page 15] 


31. 2018 also saw an increase of 8%, compared to 2017, in the rejection of permit applications on the grounds that the patient had a family member in the West Bank and might use the permit to travel there.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Al Mezan and Physicians for Human Rights Israel. “Petition to the High Court of Justice: Revoke Israel’s policy of conditioning medical care for Gaza patients on the return of relatives from the West Bank to Gaza”. 24 Dec 2018, available at:  http://mezan.org/en/post/23340] 


32. According to freedom-of-information act data obtained by Physicians for Human Rights Israel, in 2017 Israeli authorities denied 379 requests to exit Gaza (208 female and 171 male patients) on the ground that their relatives were illegally residents in Israel or the occupied West Bank. In some of the replies by the Military Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories, an additional ground is offered—the fear that the applicants themselves may become illegal residents. By 23 October 2018, 433 such applications (186 female and 247 male patients) have already been denied. In its responses, the Israeli military conditions allowing the patients to leave for medical treatment on the return of their relatives to Gaza.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Ibid footnote 26] 


33. Al Mezan and Physicians for Human Rights Israel petitioned the High Court of Justice against Israel’s policy of denying medical care to Palestinian patients living in the Gaza Strip claiming that they would illegally move their residence to the West Bank. The petition seeks to revoke the Israeli demand that patients secure the return of relatives, originally from Gaza, who are staying in the West Bank or in Israel without permit as a condition for allowing the patients to leave Gaza for medical treatment. The petition details seven cases of patients recently affected by that Israeli policy.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Ibid footnote 26] 


b. Denial of permits to protesters 

34. The Great March of Return demonstrations started on 30 March 2018, stressing the right of return of Palestinian refugees and calling for an end to Israel’s closure and blockade. From 30 March to 31 December 2018, the Israeli military killed 180 Palestinians within the context of the protests, including 35 children, one woman, three paramedics and two journalists. The Israeli military wounded 13,502 Palestinians participating in the protests, including 2,787 children, 596 women, 153 medical staff and 143 media personnel. Of the total wounded, 7,384 were wounded by live fire and bullet shrapnel, including 1,360 children and 148 women. At least 12 children have been permanently disabled due to limb amputation. 

35. Taking place in the context of closure and blockade, Israel’s restrictions also led to the denial of access to urgent medical care for protesters.  During the Great March of Return, the Israeli authorities have pursued a punitive policy of denying Palestinians, including children, who are wounded at demonstrations permits to transfer to hospitals in the West Bank and Israel for urgent medical care. The basis of their permit rejections is their participation in the protests. The policy resulted in the amputation of the limbs of at least one young man and one child in April 2018. 

36. Mohammed Al-‘Ajouri, 17, from Gaza City, and Yousef Al-Kronz, 20, from Gaza City, were shot and wounded by the Israeli military during the first protests on 30 March 2018. Shortly afterward, their requests for transfer to the West Bank were denied on the aforementioned punitive grounds.[footnoteRef:29]  [29:  Al Mezan and Adalah, “Doctors amputate legs of 2 wounded Gaza youth after Israel refuses to allow their transfer to West Bank hospital”, 12 April 2018, available at:  http://mezan.org/en/post/22655  ] 


37. Gaza’s Shifa Hospital, which had no means to rescue the wounded men’s legs, had referred them both to Al Istishari Hospital on 1 April 2018 and a request to exit Gaza and transfer to Ramallah was submitted to the Israeli military's Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT) that same day. However, COGAT did not respond and Al Mezan, with partner organization Adalah – The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel, sent an urgent letter on 4 April requesting authorization for immediate passage for the wounded men from Gaza to Ramallah. On 5 April, the organizations were informed that COGAT refused the wounded men’s requests.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Ibid footnote 29] 


38. Al Mezan and Adalah filed a petition to the Israeli Supreme Court on Sunday, 8 April 2018, demanding that Israel allow the seriously wounded child and young man to leave Gaza for urgent medical treatment in Ramallah’s Al Istishari Arab Hospital. The Supreme Court delayed its decision on the matter and—despite the urgent nature of the situation—allowed the state attorneys three days to respond to the petition.[footnoteRef:31]  [31:  Ibid footnote 29] 


39. On 11 April 2018, doctors amputated the legs of Al-‘Ajouri and Al-Kronz.[footnoteRef:32] The doctors reported having no choice but to amputate the limbs—the calculation being that without doing so the patient was at grave risk of losing their life.  [32:  Ibid footnote 29] 


40. In order to save Al-Kronz’s second leg, Al Mezan and Adalah continued to pursue the petition for urgent passage to the West Bank for medical care. The Supreme Court eventually decided in favor of the wounded youth.[footnoteRef:33] However, the Court did not manifestly declare the punitive policy of denying care to protesters to be unlawful or demand its revocation.[footnoteRef:34]  [33:  For more information on the Israeli Supreme Court’s decision on the case of Al-Kronz, see Al Mezan’s joint press release: http://www.mezan.org/en/post/22751 ]  [34:  Al Mezan and Adalah, “Translation of selected sections of Israeli Supreme Court decision and the state's response re: Yosef Al-Kronz and Mohammed Al-‘Ajouri case HCJ 2777/18, Yousef Al-Kronz v. Commander of Israeli forces in Gaza (decision delivered 16 April 2018).] 


41. In another case, Rashad Abdel Razeq Baba, 56, who was injured on 30 March 2018, submitted a request on 5 April 2018 to be transferred to a hospital in the occupied West Bank city of Nablus. The request received no response. Baba’s doctors determined that he was in imminent danger of losing his life. Al Mezan, Adalah and Physicians for Human Rights Israel filed a pre-petition to the Israeli attorney general on 18 April 2018, demanding that Israel allow Baba to leave the Gaza Strip for life-saving medical care in the West Bank. Following the organizations’ urgent legal intervention, the critically wounded man was allowed to leave Gaza for life-saving care.[footnoteRef:35]  [35:  Al Mezan, Adalah and Physicians for Human Rights – Israel, “Following urgent legal intervention, critically wounded man allowed to leave Gaza for life-saving care”. 19 Mar 2018, available at: http://mezan.org/en/post/22709] 


c. Electricity 

42. In 2007, the Israel Supreme Court approved the Israeli government’s decision to cut fuel and electricity supplies to Gaza.[footnoteRef:36] In its reasoning, the Court determined that Israel owed the Gaza Strip only a minimum humanitarian standard. As occupying power, the Israeli government maintains responsibility, commensurate with its level of control, for the electricity crisis. From harming the water and sanitation sector, to environmental pollution, and from having access to safe food[footnoteRef:37] and an adequate standard of living to obtaining necessary medical care, the electricity crisis weighs in a number of ways on the situation of public health in Gaza.  [36:  Al Mezan, Adalah and Gisha, “Human Rights Groups: "Israel is Violating the Rights of Civilians in Gaza and Depriving them of Basic Needs – in Violation of International Law." 6 Feb 2008, available at http://mezan.org/en/post/1679  ]  [37:  Al Mezan, “Factsheet: The Electricity Crisis in Gaza and its Effects on Agriculture”. 28 Jan 2018, available at: http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/15173058921933.pdf ] 


43. The electricity schedule is currently organized along eight-hour shifts of connectivity, which leaves health facilities requiring around 300,000 liters of fuel each month to run generators as an alternative source of electricity. The last fuel shipment made to the health sector was in November 2018 and was funded by international humanitarian organizations. Since then, health facilities and international humanitarian agencies have warned that health services are at risk of being suspended—including surgeries and the use of machines for e.g. dialysis.[footnoteRef:38] [38:  Al Mezan, “Patients’ Lives Threatened by Fuel Crisis in Gaza”, 17 Jan 2019. Available at: http://mezan.org/en/post/23352 ] 


Article 13 – Right to education 

44. Schools in Gaza are overcrowded and run on multiple shifts per day. Compounding these conditions are attacks that impact the schools, worsening conditions and causing students to miss classes. Al Mezan’s monitoring and documentation shows that there were two incidents in 2018 whereby Israeli military attacks hit schools in Gaza. 

45. On 14 September 2018, Israeli artillery fired three shells at the town of Abasan Al-Kabira in the east of Khan Younis. Two shells hit empty lands in the eastern part of the town. A third shell hit Abu T’aima School, also in the eastern part of Abasan Al-Kabira. The UNRWA-run, co-ed school operates on a double shift for 2,500 primary and preparatory school students aged six to 15. Two classrooms were partially damaged in the attack. The next day, 15 September 2018, UNRWA announced that classes would be suspended for both shifts of students in order for the damaged classrooms to be repaired and for the rubble to be cleared.[footnoteRef:39]   [39:  Al Mezan, “Al Mezan Condemns Israeli Military’s Shelling of East Khan Younis School”. 16 Sept 2018, available at: http://www.mezan.org/en/post/23219 
See also: Al Mezan, “School Damaged in Israeli Military’s Shelling of East Khan Younis”. 14 Sept 2018, available at: http://www.mezan.org/en/post/23271 ] 


46. On 29 May 2018, Israeli aircrafts fired seven missiles, two of them from a drone, at a military training site belonging to a Palestinian faction. A nearby governmental school, in the southwest of Deir Al Balah, sustained partial damages.[footnoteRef:40]   [40:  (Arabic only) Al Mezan, “Israeli warplanes bombard one of the factions southwest of Deir al-Balah”. 29 May 2018, available at: http://www.mezan.org/post/25749 
] 
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