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I. SUBMITTING ORGANIZATIONS
1. The Socio Cultural Movement for Haitian Workers-MOSCTHA-: A nonprofit association incorporated under the decree 583-03. It was founded in January of 1985, and formed by Haitian immigrants and Dominicans of Haitian descent as well as other vulnerable population groups.

Since its formation, MOSCTHA has been implementing programs and projects of human rights, legal aid, health program (mobile clinic, AIDS education, etc.), distribution of food and construction materials, repair and construction of water systems in bateys communities, construction of community and learning centers in bateys, and job training programs as well as counseling to women in communities and slums of Santo Domingo. Contacts: Dr. Joseph Cherubin. E-mail: mosctha@claro.net.do, Lic. Maria Bizenny Martinez E-mail: mariabizenny@hotmail.es, Lic. Manuel de Jesús Dandre E-mail: dejesusdandre@yahoo.com
2. Fundación Étnica Integral –FEI-: A nonprofit association, incorporated in the Municipal District of Gonzalo, in the year 2000 by men and women committed to social justice and the promotion and defense of human rights. The FEI was incorporated under the resolution No.54-08. The FEI has the mission theme: preference for the most vulnerable, which claims a direct relationship with the underprivileged, fighting for the respect of their dignity as human beings. FEI is meant to be a nongovernmental organization (NGO) dedicated to contributing to the fight against poverty and the promotion and defense of human rights through the implementation of programs and comprehensive development projects, aimed at the formation of citizenship in values of democracy, with special emphasis on civil, social and cultural rights. It seeks to contribute to the implementation of policies, programs and projects that pursue the collective and comprehensive solutions in the areas of environment, health, education and human rights. Contact: Williams Charpantier, E-mail Ong.fei@gmail.com.
3. Movement of Dominican- Haitian Women -MUDHA-: An independent organization since 1993, it was originally the women's section of the Dominico-Haitian Cultural Center-CCHR. Since then, projects are held in the area of alternative medicine, women's health, sanitation, etc. It is legally incorporated under the decree 103-95, dated March 8, 1995. Contact: Cirana Dolis, Lic Jenny Morón, E-mail departamentolegalmudha@gmail.com
4. Women and Health Collective (Colectiva Mujer y Salud) - CMS - was founded in 1984 and incorporated under the legal decree 281-98 in August 6, 1998. It is a nonprofit association whose mission is to promote the overall health of women in all stages and conditions of life, through the defense of human rights, including sexual and reproductive rights. Contact: Elga Salvador. E-mail: elga.salvador @ gmail.com
5. National Commission for Human Rights- Nonprofit Association for the advocacy and promotion of human rights, abiding by the Dominican Constitution and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It was incorporated under the decree No. 184-95 dated on the 15th of August, 1995. It is dedicated to the promotion, education and defense of human rights, free legal assistance to those who cannot afford the costs in justice and the complaint of violations of fundamental rights. Contact: Dr. Manuel Maria Mercedes, E-mail: cndhrd@hotmail.com
6. Wings of Equality (Alas de Igualdad)-: The Wings of Equality Development Project, Inc. is a social nonprofit institution created on October 28, 1989, and incorporated under the decree No. 346-93, dated on 24 December, 1993. This institution was founded by technicians, professionals and community workers, among whom are Dominicans of Haitian descent residents in the Dominican country. The motivation to create that institution arises from the misery, poverty, poor health and deteriorating situation of the people suffering in bateys located in the State Sugar Council Mills (CEA). Contact: Ms. Carmen Pie, E-mail: alasdigualdad@claro.net.do

7. Association for the Development of Women-PRODEMA-: An organization of Dominican women of Haitian descent based in low-income neighborhoods and bateys of the Dominican Republic. The Association for Women's Development and Environment (APRODEMA), had its origin in the month of December 1994, is an institution of service, training and support to the women of the villages and their descendants. It builds solidarity and collaboration with government and non government institutions, national and international feminist groups. It promotes the importance of the environment and our duty to take care of our environment. Contact: Inoelia Remy, Email: aprodema@hotmail.com

8. Dominico-Haitian Cultural Center CCDH-: A nonprofit organization with a mission to strengthen self-esteem and identity of Dominicans of Haitian descent through critical analysis of the ideas behind racism, and creation of  opportunities for education , training, and participation. It seeks to improve the conditions for education and health services in the bateyes and neighborhoods with a significant presence of Dominicans of Haitian descent. Contact: Antonio Pol, Emil: ccdh@claro.net.do 
9. Dominican Committee of Human Rights - (CDH) -: Created on August 30, 1982, and incorporated under the decree 1649 of 1982, in order to defend and promote the rights of all human beings. Contact: Virgilio Almanzar, Email: Virgilio_61@hotmail.com
10. Derechos Vigentes (Existing Rights): organization created to promote and defend human rights, nationally and internationally. Contact: Dr. Genaro Rincón Mieses: derechosvigente@gmail.com
II. INTRODUCCIÓN

This report presents the status of human rights protected by the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), but in particular, the situation of those rights that are more directly related to the mandates of organizations involved in its preparation, highlighting: the situation of Haitian migrants and Dominicans of Haitian descent, correct process, exclusion, deportation, and lack of protection against discrimination that affects them. 

The report is developed from the perspective of what happens in practice, highlighting the gap in the institutional framework set by the law for the protection of rights under the Convention, in relation to the practices, attitudes and omissions of the state officials; failure to follow the correct process in the deportation of immigrants, and inadequate efforts to prevent and investigate collective attacks against the immigrant community and their families. 

One point worth noting in the preparation of this report is the lack of disaggregated data on the Dominican population in general (its ethnic composition). There were no questions to determine figures of African descent in the Dominican society, or variables that indicate the size of the immigrant population (disaggregated by nationality) and their descendants. No figures on Dominicans with Haitian descent.

The report discusses the fact that since the year 2004 to date, in the Dominican Republic there has been a set of rules that are regressive (of retroactive application for the limitation of rights) to specific groups of the Dominican population, aggravating their vulnerability situation, in opposition to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

The preparation of the report has been supported with contributions of civil society organizations appearing in the form of comments on some aspects of the report submitted by the State Committee, and especially, on the action taken by the State party in regards to the concluding observations made by the Committee in recent reports. Research made and reports published by international organizations have also been considered as sources of information. Information generated from the monitoring of the media has been integrated, as well as information generated from the monitoring of the practices of state agencies on specific issues. 

Investigations that have provided input, are digitally attached to this report, in order that the members of the Committee may have at hand sources of information that allow them to deepen their understanding of some aspect or situation. 
To facilitate the development and the reading of the report, we have organized it with a presentation of the monitoring of concluding observations, reviewing what we think about the attitude of the State, followed by analysis of the situation of Racial Discrimination under the terms of the Articles 1 to 7 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD).

III.  MONITORING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS TO PERIODIC REPORTS 9-12th THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
A) Monitoring to Paragraph 8 

1) On the clarion call made by the committee to the Dominican State, nothing has been done to monitor the conduct of officials and individuals who exhibit behaviors at odds with fundamental principles of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination . 
Past events in Santiago, San Juan de la Maguana and other communities of the Dominican Republic in late 2010 and early 2011, against Haitian immigrants, who were persecuted and attacked by mobs and sometimes civil authorities, on a charge of having introduced cholera in Dominican territory, illustrates the points made earlier.

In 2011, organizations such as the GARR
 wrote a report as a result of the attacks and indicated the following: 
· fires in homes, intimidation,
· arbitrary detentions in streets or workplaces

· arbitrary imprisonment,
· violations of residences,
· getting Haitian passengers out of public buses,

· collective repatriations,
· family separations, 

· non-use of justice, 

· prohibiting the recovery of property, wages or personal effects. 

This leaves evidence of the fact that the authorities of the Dominican state did nothing to investigate, establish responsibility and punish those involved in xenophobic attacks against immigrants.

B)
Monitoring to Paragraph 9  

1) The lack of general laws against discrimination, including a definition of racial discrimination, in accordance with paragraph 1 of Article 1 of the Convention, has not changed. There is still no comprehensive law prohibiting discrimination based on race, color, descent or national or ethnic origin.

C)
Monitoring to Paragraph  10  
2) It is highly disturbing that in the Dominican Republic there is no national human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles. In this regard the figure of the Ombudsman or Citizen Advocate institution was formally established in 2001 under the law 19-01. It has been 11 years and the first Ombudsman and other members of this dependence have not been appointed yet. The figure of the Ombudsman, was elevated to constitutional status on January 26, 2010. The National Congress responsible for this designation has shown no real efforts to complete the implementation of this important office, indicating a lack of political will.
3) It is worth drawing attention to the fact that the configuration contained in domestic law in relation to the functions and powers of the Ombudsman, may limit the effectiveness of the work of the institution, given that its decisions are not binding in nature for public authorities as well as the absence of a system of consequences, aimed at ensuring compliance with the measures ordered.  
It should be noted that the Law on Budget and Public Expenditure of the Dominican Republic, contemplates a line for the Office of the Ombudsman, so we hope to see actions in the direction of the appointment of this official.

D)
Monitoring to Paragraph 11 
4) We are concerned that in the proposed amendment to the Penal Code, currently under revision of the Congress, there will be measures that limit rights, and lack a definition of racial discrimination in line with what was stated in the Convention. These possibilities have been denounced by civil society institutions, specially the feminist movement. 
E)
Monitoring to Paragraph 12 
5) There are areas, where access is denied to certain people, depending on their racial profiling. The scenes are repeated in nightclubs and other entertainment centers. There is no evidence that these attitudes have received the rejection of the authorities, because the discriminatory policies of some places of public access continues to take place and the State has taken no initiatives to firmly confront these cases. 

The lack of ideal mechanisms to present complaints, prevents the victims and those affected in these cases, from making a formal complaint about conducts that would be characterized of Ra cial Discrimination. 

F)
Monitoring to Paragraph 13

6) The expulsion of foreigners, especially of Haitian immigrants, from the Dominican territory, takes place in violation of binational protocols signed between the two countries. These actions affect immigrants staying in irregular conditions, as much as those staying legally, but who at the time of the immigration enforcement could not prove their identity, being expelled without complying with the protocols, and without informing the families of those affected. Therefore, the State has a policy of mass expulsions, which has provoked a political exile of Dominicans based on the color of skin and/or the Haitian descent.

The process of deportation of foreigners, and the banishment of black skinned Dominicans (Dominicans of Haitian descent), are made in violation of the principles of respect for the correct process in these proceedings. A typical case illustrating Facto ejections is the case of Benito Tide Méndez and others, where the victim expelled had Dominican nationality and citizenship.
G)
Monitoring to Paragraphs 14 y 15

7) Since 2004, with the enactment of the Law 285-04 (Migration Act), the Dominican authorities have launched a real system to denationalize Dominicans with Haitian descent, and to prevent Dominican civil registration, turning this segment of the Dominican population into citizens de facto stateless. The removal or suspension of Dominican nationality to persons of Haitian descent affects children and adults, regardless of the age or the legal regime governing the nationality at the time of his/her birth. This policy is openly arbitrary and violates the constitution, as well as international treaties and procedural laws in force in the Dominican Republic.

8) It is necessary to emphasize the fact that the judgment of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the case of Jean & Bosico, has not been observed by the Dominican State, except as regards of financial compensation to victims. Important aspects determined by the judgment, such as the adoptions of laws or administrative dispositions that encourage compliance with the recommendations of the Court have not been observed. The denationalization leading to statelessness is a consequence of the failure to implement the provision of an inter-jurisdictional body. Around 200 denationalization cases have been prosecuted by national courts, and about fifty have been submitted to the Commission on Human Rights in the request of precautionary measures.
9) Issuing "pink" birth certificates and referring Aliens registration book for people born of Haitian parents continued, with the aggravating circumstance that the state is canceling birth records to persons previously registered on the books of the civil state, and transferring these records to the Book of Aliens, which does not assign any nationality to the registered, leaving this person in a condition of statelessness, violating the articles of the constitution that deals with citizenship, including the Constitution of 2010. This is a flagrant violation of the decisions taken by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in September 8, 2005 with the case of Yean and Bosico c. the Dominican Republic.

H)
Monitoring to Paragraph 16

10) The application of the Circular 017 issued unilaterally by the Administrative Chamber of the Central Electoral Board (JCE), when according to the law the issuance of a document of this nature corresponds to the Plenary  Board Central Electoral, same as with the Resolution 12-2007 which was issued by the Plenary of the Central Electoral Board (JCE), among other provisions, are aimed not at correcting counterfeiting and other anomalies in identity documents affecting the population, but to nullify identity documents of Haitian people based on ethnic-national origin of their parents. 
11) These documents serve to support the Central Electoral Board to carry out its policy of denationalization and statelessness. The Central Electoral Board is overriding, confiscating, disabling and / or destroying birth certificates and other identification documents such as birth certificates, identity and electoral cards, or denying the issuance or renewal of these documents based on their ethnic or national origin. Hundreds of cases have been brought before the courts of justice both domestically and internationally.
I)
Monitoring to Paragraph 17

12) Since 2003, the Dominican Republic has a law to combat trafficking of people and smuggling of migrants. This is the Law 137-03 which is recognized as an important step, but we must express our concern since the actions to prevent trafficking and smuggling imply little effective assistance to victims in the country. Although there is a law against trafficking of people and smuggling of migrants since 2003, it is unclear the level of protection that the law assigns to victims of trafficking.

The following is a recent example of what’s mentioned the above: since the beginning of December 2012, over 100 Haitian citizens are protesting outside the headquarters of the Ministry of Labour of the Dominican Republic, in claiming that the company that hired them pay their salaries and related employee benefits. For these people, constituents Crime of Trafficking of People and Smuggling of Migrants, with labor exploitation purposes, by Jan 10 of 2013, the Haitians had spent about 30 days demanding their claims, but the authorities have not taken serious steps to address the situation.

J)
Monitoring to Paragraph 18

13) The Haitian migrants have no access to quality basic social services. Undocumented Haitian migrants (over 80% of Haitian immigrants) and their children have limited access to health services, housing, sanitation, clean water and education, including higher education. In social security, Article 5 of Law 87-01 formally excludes undocumented immigrants, contradicting the Dominican labor law, in its General Principle IV which states that "the laws concerning labor are territorial nature. These apply without distinction to Dominicans and foreigners, except the exceptions allowed in international conventions. In relations between individuals, the lack of special provisions is supplemented by the common law. "
K)
Monitoring to Paragraph 19

14) The Dominican government took no action to eradicate discrimination, because it is permanent, as in the case of those employees request advertisements and cartoons which denigrate black men and women, especially of Haitian origin, which seen daily in Dominican newspapers. The State has not taken any steps to prohibit and punish such everyday practices. Like banning the braids hair styling for girls and young women in the work and in schools. The dark-skinned Dominicans working in free trade zones and in the informal sector, especially women and especially those employed as domestic service, are victims of double discrimination on the basis of color and gender. These women have no access to social security, health insurance and other benefits that flow from their status as workers.
L)
Monitoring to Paragraph 20

15) The fact that the Dominican government has not sought court decisions on complaints of racial discrimination does not mean that this crime does not exist in the Dominican Republic. The treatment to the victims of denationalization and statelessness highlights the existence of discriminatory behavior on the part of the Dominican State to this national minority. The fact that the victims have filed complaints or subjected to racial discrimination lawsuits is an indication of lack of specific laws that define and penalize the crime in the Dominican Republic. It also reveals a lack of willingness of the authorities to prosecute the responsible ones. Many times the population is unaware of the existence of the right to demand judicial intervention should they become victims of this behavior, nor know the actions and remedies in cases of racial discrimination.
16) The training of system and program managers to inform people about their rights recognized by the Convention, is a necessity and a requirement to combat discrimination. It is necessary to promote intercultural education to create awareness of the fact that a culture does not deserve to be rejected just because it is not known. The dark-skinned people, both Haitian and Dominican, as well as those of Haitian descent, are victims of discriminatory or vexatious conduct of public officials and private individuals especially when applying for certain services, as in the case of access to identity documents.

The International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families December 1990, has not yet been approved by the Dominican).

2) APPLICATION OF ARTICLES OF THE CONVENTION (1-7)
A) Article 1 of the Convention
17) In examining this first article of the Convention relating to the Dominican Republic, we must admit that there is a broad legal basis to enforce conventional mandate to reject any "distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based on race, color , descent or national or ethnic origin which has the purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal footing, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural or any other sphere of public life. "
18) However, the Dominican government has not taken any action on the basis of the existing legislation, or has undergone special laws that criminalize and sanctions racial discrimination committed by state officials and individuals. There is evidence of discrimination cases against Haitian immigrants, Dominicans of Haitian origin and the black Dominican population. The actions of certain authorities and individuals lead to that conclusion, and the authorities responsible for the monitoring and enforcement of the rules of society do nothing about it. The absence of monitoring mechanisms and sanctions to remedy these negative actions, causes concern and hopelessness in the community, and especially to the victims affected by certain measures taken by the state authorities.
19) Structural poverty cannot be a valid argument to restrict human rights or to impaired observation. It is the poor and those rated as the most vulnerable (children and adolescents, women, immigrants, etc.) which require greater protection and solidarity from the state. There are no reliable statistics from the State or from any other source to establish in a more or less certain way the amount of Haitian immigration to the Dominican Republic. Haitian immigrants have entered the Dominican Republic generally in order to perform certain work, especially in agriculture. Although contracts originally had a temporary character, in practice and due to requirements of the sugar industry, the Dominican State, retained a large portion of these workers, who constituted families and created links of all types in Dominican society.

20) The figures given are rather ideologized. There has been a historical discrimination against these workers and their families, from the public or private companies for which they work. In situations that occur during certain social conflict or election event, Haitian workers have served as scapegoats for certain public authority to evade their responsibilities. This discriminatory treatment has limited the integration of this ethnic group in Dominican territory. 
21) The reality is that the Dominican government has not established the number and characteristics of the population of Haitian origin in its territory through national censuses, so it tends to confuse Haitian immigrants with people born in its territory descendants of Haitian immigrants, who according to the current Constitution (2010 and previous constitutions) are national and Dominican citizens. Any amount or percentage of the Haitian population given, for comparison with the Dominican national population, falls into the realm of speculation. Its scientific validity is questionable if it does not come from disaggregated studies, objectively developed, but from fertile ground where the seed of discrimination and anti-Haitian xenophobia in the country grows.
22) The alleged or actual illegal and undocumented status of migrant workers in the Dominican Republic, particularly of Haitian nationality, referred to by the Dominican State to restrict rights, is a direct responsibility of the State, because traditionally , it has been the main contractor of the Haitian immigrant labor, under laws such as: immigration, identity card, the Labour Code, of the Constitution (specifically the constitutional mandate given to the President, who orders by decree this contract) and especially bilateral agreement legally concluded between Haiti and Dominican Republic
23) The constitutional reorganization that has taken place in the Dominican Republic in recent years and culminated in the adoption of the Constitution voted on January 26, 2010, as stated in paragraph 14 of the report of the Dominican State, implies that the enjoyment of fundamental rights depend on the immigration status of legality and not the human condition. They want to justify the restriction of human rights to people based on legal immigration conditions, when they are poor immigrants or citizens. The retroactive application of constitutional law and adjectival norms of recent enactment, imposed by the authorities, is where is found the highest expression of discrimination against certain domestic sectors, within which protrude Haitian migrants and Dominicans born of Haitians parents.
1. The 2010 Constitution

24) The Constitution of 2010, is actually a catalog of higher standards in both its organic part (which establishes the structure and organization of the government of the Dominican State) and especially with respect to its theoretical or dogmatic (where the rights and guarantees of citizens against the State are developed). You may or may not agree with the rationale underlying policy, but the text looks at "very full appearance." What matters most is: How can we apply this Constitution? What mechanisms will be used to enforce these rules for the citizens? How to make effective the counterweight of powers? Who defends the citizens from openly arbitrary actions of the authorities? Who will enforce the rights defined in the Constitution, including the equality of everyone before the law and the administration and non-discrimination?
25) It is true that the Dominican Republic granted constitutional status to international covenants and conventions, a quality that was recognized by the Supreme Court in 2003, through Resolution 1920, which states that the Dominican constitutional system is integrated by provisions regulations emanating from two sources: the national, formed by the Constitution and constitutional jurisprudence, and international covenants,  composed of international conventions, advisory opinions and decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights that have been ratified by the competent authorities. It should be noted and emphasized here, that the judgment of Yean & Bosico has been disobeyed in its fundamental aspects, and most conventions ratified by RD are violated daily. Although there is jurisprudential recognition, it did not lead to a substantial improvement in respect for human rights

26) The Constitution of the Dominican Republic apparently guarantees the right to equality: "The right to equality. All people are born free and equal before the law, receive the same treatment and protection of institutions, authorities and others, and enjoy the same rights, freedoms and opportunities without discrimination on grounds of gender, color, age, disability, nationality, family ties, language, religion, political or philosophical, social or personal.
27) However Article 18 of the Constitution is being applied in the sense of denying access to rights acquired by persons of Haitian descent in terms of nationality and citizenship. Additionally, the provisions are aimed at limiting the right to Dominican nationality to persons born of Haitian parents with alleged irregular immigration status. This draws attention to paragraphs 2 and 3 of that article.
2.  Penal Code
28)  In a very general manner, the Dominican criminal code, in Articles 336, 336-1, and 337, defines and establishes sanctions against discriminatory conduct. Even with the limited legislation, cases are not processed and therefore there are no court rulings on discrimination. Discriminatory acts based sanctions are known, despite serious cases reported by victims of discriminatory conduct.

3. State Policy
29) Apparently, discrimination does not exist as state policy, however the lack of research and application of sanctions in cases reported assumes any liability of the State as guarantor of equality and non-discrimination against the people affected. In that sense, the Dominican Republic has no record of sanctions applied to individuals or representatives of the State, since it asserts that there is discrimination, however denationalization of Dominicans of Haitian descent, is a state policy of discrimination. Document Denial, denial of the right to nationality, the invalidation of existing documents, etc. faced by DHA is a serious violation of Article 1 of the Convention. The study on "Social Policy, Capabilities and Rights" by the Office of Human Development has a chapter on social cohesion that addresses, among other topics, racial identity from a qualitative study. This chapter discusses situations of racial discrimination experienced by Dominicans interviewed in different provinces and communities which are grouped into discriminatory patterns such as:
• Denial of entry to certain places of entertainment such as night clubs and bars

• Indifference in shops and banks

• Bus Expulsion

• Verbal Aggression using derogatory epithets

• Discriminatory gestures by whites in commercial establishments of middle economic sectors

• Discrimination of black women as partners for marriage

• Denial of jobs

B) Article 2 of the Convention
4. Right to civil documentation

30) The Dominican Republic recognizes that a person without identity papers is a dead civilian, in the worst case is a non existing person, condemned to perpetual anonymity and exclusion, it also recognizes that we all have birth rights to be registered in the Civil Registry, which confers legal personality with its constituent elements such as name, property, residence, nationality, marital status, among others. Despite this recognition, the Dominican State policy of non-recognition of the legal documentation of people born in the Dominican Republic with Haitian origin remains unchanged, claiming that these situations are not covered in Dominican legislation.
31) Dominican constitutions have recognized nationality by the fact of birth in Dominican territory, a situation which has been ratified by paragraph 2 of Article 18 of the Dominican Constitution, 2010. This same constitution has been emphatic on the retroactive application of the law, but the Dominican government systematically violates this constitutional mandate, applying the constitutional restriction established in paragraph 3 of Article 18 of the Constitution, thus constituting a group of stateless human.
32) The discriminatory practice of denying the right to nationality were based on legal support first through the Migration Act (Law No. 285-04, § 36.), Then in the Constitution of 2010 (Article 18), which has sought to legalize a practice that was highly criticized by the international organizations, which have intervened in the matter. The situation has worsened even more, by the fact that since 2007 there has been a retroactive application to the Migration Act to disenfranchise those Dominican children of Haitian immigrants, who had already been recognized by the state and national Dominicans.
5.  Debugging Civil Registry 

33) With respect to the so-called debugging civil registry held by the Central Electoral Board (JCE), on the premise that many foreign- read Haitian- are being registered in the civil books allegedly improperly using Haitian documentation such as: Haitian Identity Card, passport from the Embassy of Haiti, Haitian passports and/or foreign license issued by the Directorate General of Migration (DGM) in order to regularize their legal status by obtaining Dominican nationality.
34) This criterion of the Dominican authorities constitutes a violation of fundamental rights and a baseless accusation of Haitian immigrants, who know that the only mechanism to convert a foreign into a national is through naturalization. However, in practice, people who are being victimized by this so called civil registry debugging process are people born in the Dominican Republic who have lived all their lives in the country, who know no other place as the land of their birth, present all socio-cultural characteristics of the Dominican environment, and who are duly registered in the civil status registry offices. It is not valid that the Dominican state approaches them as foreigners.
35) In the case of those born to Haitian parents, who are the victim of this alleged civil registry cleansing that in practice is an unacceptable violation of their human rights and fundamental freedoms. Nobody objects to the organization of the Dominican civil registry, however this process cannot be done at the expense of a segment of the Dominican population, turning to discrimination and blatant violation of the fundamental rights of those affected.
36) In paragraph 52 of the report of the Dominican State, the mass denationalization, is confirmed. It says that by March 23 of 2011, 7,797 cases of persons, who had at least one parent of Haitian nationality, had been transcribed or enrolled in one of the following books: Aliens, late registration, or other (special). These books are not made public to the Dominican population.
2. Right to nationality: the stateless condition
37) In paragraphs ranging from 53 to 57 of the report, the Dominican Government seeks to disguise the continuous and systematic creation of stateless people in the Dominican Republic, a situation that directly affects people of Haitian descent, which can be seen in the texts described above. The content of the reference texts do not refer to any other foreigner who is not a Haitian national, so consequently we know to whom this administrative resolutions and circulars of the Central Electoral Board (JCE) are addressed, i.e. the Dominicans of Haitian descent .
38) In paragraph 54 of the report, the Dominican State pretends to deny the creation of a colony of stateless on the legal basis of the Haitian constitutional law. It is precisely when it calls for a foreign legislation to attribute Dominican nationality in violation of the principle of state sovereignty, when it falls within the scope of creation and perpetuation of stateless persons, because those persons that the Dominican State ascribed a nationality that is not their own, by fact and law are stateless since they do not have any nationality.
39) The Dominican Republic can only argue the stateless condition after the analysis of its constitutional rights. Having no jurisdiction over another constitution, the consideration of the right to citizenship of another state is irrelevant, and therefore illegal.
1. The Book of Aliens

40) First, a book of aliens designed to register foreigners born in the Dominican Republic raises a legitimacy question: What is the nationality of that allegedly foreign person? The question is relevant because a country can only attribute its nationality and has no jurisdiction or authority to assign the nationality of another State, therefore having a book of Aliens created under national law is of questionable legality.

41) In the Dominican Republic there is a mixed system of granting nationality (ie jus sanguinis and jus soli), the criteria applicable in the case of people of Haitian descent, is the Jus Soli, in their capacity as children of foreigners. There are no effective mechanisms to access other nationality in the Dominican Republic. Registration of persons, who are legally entitled to be Dominican, in a foreign book is another act of discrimination based on the legal status of the parents. The Inter-American Court of Human Rights ruled in the verdict of Yean & Bosico, that the immigration status of the parents, cannot be transferred to their children.
42) By Resolution 02-2007 becomes effective the book of Aliens. This book is transcribing and issuing birth certificates, and attributing nationality other than the Dominican. Based on the same resolution, the book is also transcribing people originally registered as Dominicans in official civil records, transforming them into alleged foreign nationals without any nationality, which in good law can be interpreted as a way to create de facto stateless persons. Such are the cases of Emildo Good (30 years old), Luisa F. (55) and Rafael T (26 years), whom their Dominican identity documents have been disabled with the implementation of administrative measures, leaving them in a situation of de facto statelessness.
43) The procedure described above is the best evidence that this book of Aliens seeks to denationalize the Dominican people of Haitian descent, thereby creating a colony of stateless people, against human rights principles and all human rights treaties adopted by the United Nations.
44) In a decision dated on September 8, 2005, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights fined the Dominican Republic because of the discriminatory treatment of the national policy. The judgment in the case of Yean and Bosico. Dominican Republic drew a precedent in the matter by stating that the immigration status of a person is not transmitted to their children.
For the Court, "the peremptory legal principle of equal and effective protection of the law and non-discrimination determines that, when regulating mechanisms of granting nationality, the states must refrain from producing regulations that are discriminatory or have discriminatory effects on different groups of a population when exercising their rights. In addition, states must combat discriminatory practices at all levels, especially in the government, and adopt, instead, affirmative measures to ensure effective equality before the law for all people.

States have an obligation not to adopt practices or legislation regarding the granting of nationality, whose application favors the increasing of the number of stateless persons, a condition caused by a lack of nationality, when an individual does not qualify under the laws of a State to receive, as a result of arbitrary deprivation or by the granting of a nationality that is not effective in practice. The stateless condition precludes the enjoyment of civil and political rights of a person, and causes extreme vulnerability. "
C) Article 3 of the Convention 

8. Workers
45) When examining paragraphs 61 to 85 of the report of the Dominican State, there should be no doubt that they speak about migrant workers from Haiti. The aforementioned texts seek to justify situations which, compared to reality, is contrary to the experience with Haitian workers and their families lived by the institutions that worked on this report. The differences are simply abysmal. Certainly these workers and their families cohabit with other segments of the Dominican population in general situations and perhaps similar, but not comparable.
In addition, a research conducted in the country revealed that racial prejudice has great weight in the labor sector, where the physical profile is weighted as an element of the capabilities to play a productive role in life, and in many cases the appearance outweighs capacity. Racial prejudice also appears in the employment structure associated with the rejection of Haitians because certain tasks and jobs are seen as typical of that population and are called "Haitians work", such as cutting sugar cane and housing construction
.
According to data produced by this research, 44% of the population said that in their organization, some more than others, it is claimed that people of color do better jobs that require physical strength. In the same vein, the study revealed the association of the stereotypical black person with hard manual labor, and the selection of people with western features for positions associated with the image or representation of companies and institutions:
· "It's very unusual to find in factories a significant number of white women. On the contrary, you will always find mulatto women and black women, black men and mulatto men".

· "In the Dominican Republic the toughest and dirtiest jobs are done by Haitians."

In relation to domestic workers of Haitian descent in the country, recent studies show that at the work site itself, "in many cases relationships can serve to discourage the exercise of labor rights of women workers. The violation of the right to dignity includes a range of practices such as the following:

· Renaming or use of 'brown / Molena' to address the worker;

· Harassment, humiliation, insults, abuse in the workplace;

· Physical violence at the workplace;

· Sexual harassment from men of the house;

· Prejudice;

· Work overload;

· or maternalist treatment from the employer.

The research cited, further emphasizes the invisibility of Haitian migrant women in domestic service, which adds to their vulnerability of being caught in immigration raids and arbitrary deportations. "The invisibility, the immigration status, the language barrier and the prejudice, creates vulnerability in the workplace, where the employer has the power to restrict or limit the transnational space of the migrant women and the state has a weak control over the conditions in the private sphere of the family home. The informality of the space and pseudo-emotional relationships, especially with the boss in a household, may hinder the vindication of labor rights and related rights ... "In short," the barriers to exercise their rights are many, including difficulties to have equal access to justice, health care or education. The State is not necessarily considered as guarantor of their rights. 
”  
46) Regarding the treatment of migrants, the Inter-American Court recently issued a ruling against the Dominican Republic just for not respecting and guaranteeing human rights without discrimination:

"Regarding the duty to respect and guarantee rights without discrimination, the Court noted several vulnerabilities against the Haitian victims, because of their irregular migration status. In this regard, the situation of special vulnerability of Haitian migrants was due, inter alia, to: a) the lack of preventive measures to adequately address situations related to immigration control at the borderland with Haiti, b) violence deployed through illegitimate and disproportionate use of force against unarmed migrants, c) lack of investigation of these cases of violence, the lack of testimonies and of victim participation in the criminal trials, and the impunity of the facts; d) the detention and collective expulsion without the proper process, e) the lack of adequate medical care and treatment to injured victims, and e) the degrading treatment of the corpses and the lack of delivery to the family.
All this showed that, in the present case, there was a de facto discrimination against the victims based on their migrant status, which led to a marginalization in the enjoyment of the rights which the Court said violated in this judgment. Therefore, the Court concluded that the State did not respect or guarantee the rights of Haitian migrants without discrimination, in violation of Article 1.1 of the American Convention, in relation to Articles 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 22.9 and 25. 
. "

On the other hand, you cannot talk about CONTRACTS and consent in the case of Haitian immigrant workers. That statement alone fails. The immigrant workers themselves feeling vulnerable in terms of contracts or job policies, have sought protection, legally demanded dialogues with their employers to state in writing their working conditions, a possibility recognized by the labor code and even more justified in their case given their status as foreigners who do not speak the national language. This demand was met in lower courts (trial court and appellate court) where laws apply, but curiously, the lawsuit was dismissed by the higher courts (Supreme Court) which ideological and political criteria is more common than justice.
47) About the place and the area inhabited by these workers and their dependents, defined by the government as of their choice. It only requires a quick read of the provisions of the Immigration Law No.285-04, which records the abandonment of the place of residence as grounds for deportation (Art.56 of the Law No.285-04).
48) With regard to the services described in paragraph 70 of the report of the State, it should be noted that these are vested in the status of employees, or servants of a certain public or private company, more prominently the services of housing, health and pension, which in the case of migrant workers cannot be restricted under the premise of economic difficulties, since they are acquired in their condition of workers and the failure constitutes a violation of their fundamental rights.
The situation worsens again when it comes to pension entitlement, since the art. 5 of Law 87-01 on the Dominican Social Security System limits the access to social security for immigrants who lack an identity document (ID), without considering that they are entitled to this fundamental right for their condition of worker and any limitations of the exercise of this right constitutes discrimination.

2. Sugar bateys
49) It is true that the population co-living in bateys are of different of different nationalities and yet living in very similar socioeconomic conditions. However, the immigrant workers and their families suffer the worst consequences of the lack of services that have historically affected these communities.
50) With regard to basic services offered by the State, the population of immigrant workers and their families are not taken into account as beneficiaries, we believe this situation is almost universal for all the bateys, and it constitutes discrimination based on their status as aliens.
51) Paragraph 74, notes the investigation allegedly organized by the NGO CIPAF, which contains a number of judgments and criteria that has not been validated by the research itself, since it has not been completed or published, due to the lack of information and verification of the data provided. The information expressed in this report can not be taken as a proven truth. From the point of view of institutions that make life in the communities of the villages we found that from 1997 to date, the situation of migrants and their families in these communities has seriously deteriorated as a result of the massive work stoppage affecting the inhabitants of the villages to suspend production of sugarcane without these former workers offer alternative livelihoods.
52) In relation to paragraph 75 of the report, we insist that financial constraints cannot be acriteria to justify the exclusion of social benefits to a segment of workers and their families who for decades were productive forces to the country's economy.
D) Article 4 of the Convention

55) While it is true that all people have access to the media, it is also true that generally and with few exceptions the media are controlled by powerful groups who control the publication of this information.

56) In addition, there are people working for the media (oral and written press) as well as show hosts who promote hate, violence and racial discrimination towards immigrant groups, which has led to mobs chasing Haitian immigrants in a xenophobic attitude, while the authorities have not investigated the facts, nor brought to justice those responsible. The state has not promoted a successful campaign to reduce the levels of racism and xenophobia at the internal and external level of public and private institutions.
57) We can see that dark skin is an exclusion criteria in the Dominican Republic, it is associated or representative of other criteria or social reasons in which black is associated with ugliness, to low-income neighborhoods, to poverty, etc. and therefore is used as an indicator of likelihood of binding to these circumstances.

58) Therefore, some places prevent the admission of black people to their facilities, such as restaurants, bars, nightclubs and hotels. The owners do so alleging that they are protecting their customers unique, because for many being black is synonymous with crime.
59) This is a remarkable evidence of discrimination in places of public recreation. In many hotels in the country, there are rooms categorized, even if the payment for accommodation is the same. It is evident the cultural distinctiveness, the social class divisions and exclusion of territories where blackness and marginalization go together.
60) Public policy and public opinion have persisted in the error of the denial of racial discrimination, which has felt like a discriminatory virus non-identifiable for many who see it, but very evident for many who have suffered from it. This is present even at the workplace. When looking at the job search section of a local newspaper, the “good looking and attractive presence” is a primary requirement to qualify for a job, no matter the educational skills or qualifications obtained in a school.

61) Many Dominicans say there is no racism, but participate in the prejudice actions associated to persons of black skin. The terms "damn black", "it had to be black", "black in my house only the pan", "black is pig feed" or that "that is made only for the black ", "we must refine the breed, the only black in the family should be me. "

62) But in the end, the State, who should be the guarantor of respect for human rights, has not taken any initiative to educate people in this regard, even knowing that the color is not a factor to account for personal capacities and we as human beings have equal rights.

E. Articles 5 and 6 of the Convention
63) The State of the Dominican Republic is the guarantor of the Dominican law enforcement, and the promotion of respect for the rights of individuals; as well as the elimination of racial discrimination, and the access to justice for victims of discrimination. 

64) However, Haitian immigrant workers, feel cohabited to demand justice and to report violations of their labor rights out of fear of being deported to Haiti, for being irregular migrant workers. This applies primarily to employers in the construction sector, who hire them and then report them to the General Migration (DGM) for deportation in order to avoid giving the workers their legal benefits and paying their wages.
65) On the other hand, the Dominican government does not recognize the rights of workers in the sugar industry and the agricultural sector (which are long-standing industries) when rejecting the pension benefit and permanent residency. And by not recognizing the work they have done and its contribution to economic development. Therefore the Haitian immigrant worker has no free access to the administration of justice, nor can give legal recognition of their rights, as they do not have any guarantee of justice for lack of documents.
66) Mass deportations are common practices of immigration authorities, in violation of the Protocol of Understanding on deportation between Haiti and the Dominican Republic of 1999. This process is done without carrying out legal procedures, as established in the law 285-04, and does not take into account the material possessions or the families of the victims, resulting in family fragmentation and abandonment of children in orphanages. Another criteria of the authorities for deportation is using the standard of skin color, resulting in deportations of Dominican nationals, properly documented, to the neighboring country.
67) As a result of the failed policy of mass deportations in 2005, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) declared admissible the demand of Benito Tide Méndez and others for the violations of the rights established in the Pact of San José, 1969. Some of the arguments of the alleged victims are listed below:

Benito Tide Méndez, Rafaelito Pérez Charles and Antonio Sesión have been unable to reunite with their families and have suffered a series of abuses by the authorities. Rafaelito Pérez Charles claims to have been born in the Dominican Republic. He was forcibly deported without the opportunity to prove their nationality;
Berson Gelim, deported with his wife and daughters, separated from his son, who remained in the Dominican Republic;
Andrea Alezy, Haitian resident in the Dominican Republic for 13 years and separated from her two children, she was not allowed to contact her family during her detention or have a plea against deportation;
Janty Fils-Aime, Dominican by birth, deported with his family; and William Medina Ferreras, Dominican, deported with his partner and children, continues to live in Haiti since his deportation, unable to return to the Dominican Republic.
68) The cases mentioned in the previous paragraph, are in violation of agreements made by Haitian and Dominican government authorities (1999: Protocol of Understanding on the Mechanisms of Repatriation between the Dominican Republic and the Republic of Haiti. 2000: Statement between the Dominican Republic and the Republic of Haiti, on the conditions of employment of their nationals)

69) On the other hand, immigration authorities are assuming responsibilities beyond their jurisdiction, such as the nationality. The Department of Immigration has been reviewing the case of the nationality of the children of Haitian immigrants born in the country, creating a serious conflict of jurisdiction.

10. Right to nationality.

70) The Dominican Republic, through the Central Electoral Board, currently defies court decisions of the Republic, and disregards Constitutions voted before 2010, when in violation of Article 18, paragraph 2, deprives retroactively thousands of Dominicans of Haitian descent of their identity documents, removing from them the Dominican nationality already granted for decades, thus leading them to an unacceptable de facto stateless.

71) The Committee is concerned, and so are we, about the retroactive application of this law. We therefore demand the State to take appropriate measures to ensure respect for the principle of non-discrimination in the minors’ access to nationality.

As representatives of our institutions, we maintain a high level of concern about the fact that it’s been more than four years since the last review to the ninth to the twelfth paragraphs of the report, and very few initiatives have been carried out by the State to advance in the adoption of the suggestions and recommendations indicated. Specifically we refer to the concluding observations of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), in the order of the relevant paragraphs, depending on the issues raised by the Dominican State and our experience in the work we do daily in the field of human rights.

V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

72) Conclusions

Based on the observations presented above, we draw the following conclusions:
1) As representatives of civil society organizations, we recognize that there have been some efforts by the Dominican state, by passing laws aimed at improving the Dominican legislation, for example: the adoption of a new Constitution in 2010, which establishes principles and fundamental rights, rooted in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

However, there is concern about the lack of political will, and the mechanisms for implementing these standards. In addition to certain matters such as citizenship and civil documents, which affect directly the rights of Dominicans with Haitian descent.
2) We are concerned that the proposed Penal Code currently reviewed by the Congress, could hinder small advances achieved in terms of discrimination on any grounds, including sexual and reproductive health of women. In spite of the existing regulations which combat discrimination, the effective application is null. There seems to be no willingness on the part of the State to develop an anti-discrimination policy throughout the national level. The absence of a specific legislation to punish discrimination is an ongoing concern for Dominicans of Haitian descent.

3) We are concerned that the Dominican government has not recognized the competence of the Committee to discuss individual cases, making the appropriate declaration on Article 14 of the Convention. This is limiting the access to the Committee mechanisms that expose individual cases of those affected by discrimination, which essentially limits the scope for the application of the rules that sanction racial discrimination, xenophobia and other forms of intolerance. The lack of recognition of the competence of the Committee to discuss specific cases, limiting the access of potential victims to international justice, aggravates the situation.
4) The expulsions or mass deportations of Haitian migrants and their families, remains the main focus of immigration policy implementation of the Dominican State. These actions against non-citizens of Haitian origin are carried out with all kinds of discriminatory criteria. Haitian migrants, documented or undocumented are subjected daily to collective deportation to Haiti without the slightest respect for the proper process, violating articles of the Convention.

The laws concerning deportation of non-citizens of Haitian origin are applied with a high level of discrimination in purpose or effect. The expulsions of Haitian immigrants do not take into account the situation of people of Haitian descent who have lived in the Dominican Republic for more than half a century, they are long-term residents, who have developed all kinds of ties with the Dominican Republic. In the removal of non-citizens of Haitian descent and their families, the proper process is not respected, and internationally accepted human measures for dealing with undocumented migrants are applied in their cases.

5) The authorities are reluctant to apply Article 150 of Law 285-04, which directs the Department of Immigration to renew permits to foreigners who are in the country under the rule of Law No. 95 The 1939 and Regulation 279 of the same year, to the extent that they are due, based on the categories and sub-categories listed under Law 285. They also refuse to implement Article 151 of the Migration Act in force, which orders as a preliminary entry to the Law 285-04, the preparation and implementation of a National Plan of regularization of the "illegal" foreigners living in the country. The non-application of the articles of the Effective Immigration Law causes severe difficulties for Haitian immigrants and their families who have been long-term residents in the Dominican Republic.
The statements above mentioned imply that the Dominican state has effective legal instrument, whose transparent application, could facilitate the regularization of the immigration status of those who remained in the territory for long periods, establishing links of all kinds with Dominican society.
6) Since 2003, the country has Law 137-03 which seeks to prevent and punish the Trafficking of People and Smuggling of Migrants, however, the efforts of the authorities to address trafficking of people and smuggling of migrants, have been very weak, especially in the prosecution and conviction of traffickers and smugglers, as well as in the protection of victims of these crimes. There is evidence that Haitian immigrants have been brought into Dominican territory illegally for labor exploitation in fictitious companies, then stranded in the Dominican territory, without paying them their salaries and other benefits due. To date, there have not been serious responses from competent authorities.

An evidence of this situation is the recent protest of more than one hundred Haitian migrants of both sexes, including children and pregnant women, who camped at the beginning of December 2012, in front of the Ministry of Labour, roughly sleeping for almost a month, and their cases have not been properly addressed by relevant authorities, even when the content of their reports shows the elements of People Trafficking for purposes of economic exploitation, in addition to a the case of a missing person.

7) Denationalization that generates statelessness: Based on Law No. 285-04 on migration, the Central Electoral Board (JCE) continues to restrict the scope of Article 11 of the Constitution of the Dominican Republic, which states that "all persons born in the Dominican territory are Dominicans, with the exception of the children of people who are "in transit" or who is serving as a diplomat. The referred Migration Act provides that only children of residents born on Dominican soil are entitled to Dominican citizenship, and defines "nonresidents" as the undocumented migrants living and working in the Dominican Republic, as well as seasonal workers among others, thereby restricting access to citizenship for the children of migrants of Haitian origin born in the Dominican Republic. Several administrative provisions (resolution 12-2007, Circular 017, among other provisions) of the Central Electoral Board (JCE), are aimed not only at restricting access to the civil registry, but is also oriented to aggravate the situation of persons who have been registered as Dominicans in the last decade, overriding, and disabling their birth records, identity cards and birth certificates, thus producing the condition of denationalization and statelessness against people born of Haitian parents or grandparents.
8) Since the adoption of the Constitution of 2010, denationalization leading to statelessness has been exacerbated by the retroactive application of the provision in Article 18 paragraph 3, and the non-application of the provision of paragraph 2 of this Article in favor of people born in Dominican territory with Haitian descent. There are hundreds of cases that have been seized in Dominican courts, one of these cases include Ms. Luisa F., a School Psychologist, 55 years old, who is unable to practice her profession because the Central Electoral Board (JCE) refuses to issue a birth certificate for the purposes of obtaining the exequatur that enables her to practice, despite having a judgment issued in her favor by a competent court. There is also Emildo Bueno, a young man about 30 years old, who has been denationalized and is now stateless by the Supreme Court of Justice and the of the Dominican Republic. Another case is Rafael T. Case, whom the Supreme Administrative Court denied constitutional amnesty, in vindication of his right as a national and Dominican citizen. Currently these Dominicans of Haitian descent have been denationalized and rendered stateless by the Dominican authorities. In the same situation are hundreds of thousands of Haitian descendants. This situation occurs in violation of the Conventions relating to the Status of Stateless Persons, and the 1954 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness of 1961, which prohibit deprivation of nationality on discriminatory grounds.

73) Recommendations

Based on the conclusions and motivations expressed above, we took the freedom to formulate the following recommendations for the consideration of the Honorable Commission:

1) Require from the Dominican State the implementation of international standards in cases of expulsion or deportation of non-nationals, particularly those of Haitian origin, and take appropriate measures in order to stop the mass expulsions and deportations of Haitian immigrants and their family, and to refrain from banishing Dominican people of Haitian descent through discriminatory criteria.

2) Require from the Dominican State the cease of the policy of denationalization and de facto statelessness against people of Haitian descent born in the Dominican Republic; that are rightful restored to their owners the identity documents that have been illegally canceled, disabled, destroyed or confiscated; and require from the Dominican State the comprehensive and transparent in all its parts compliance with the judgment of the Court of Human Rights on 8 September 2005, issued in the case of girls Jean & Bosico v. Dominican Republic

3) Require from the Dominican State the adoption of a special law that classifies and defines clearly the Racial Discrimination, in all its forms, and the establishment of effective and appropriate mechanisms to investigate, prosecute and punish discriminatory conduct of public officials and individuals.

4) Suggest the Dominican State the development and implementation of programs in conjunction with civil society organizations, national and international, aimed at promoting the adoption of behaviors of inter-ethnic tolerance, to change the approach and management of public discourse around racial discrimination in the mass media, such as radio, television and print media.

5) Require that the Dominican State designates immediately and in a transparent manner the Ombudsman or Citizen Advocate, whose organic law was passed since 2001 and elevated to constitutional status in 2010; that this office receives sufficient resources and staff to carry out their tasks. By January 10, 2013, the Congress has not chosen this officer and the members for his/her office.

6) Require that the Dominican government respects Article 150 of the Migration Law 285-04, and proceeds to renew residence permits and divide the immigration categories in accordance with the provisions of the Immigration Act in force. Additionally, that the State develops, in a transparent manner and with the participation of all stakeholders, the Migrant Status Regularization Plan for foreigners with irregular migration conditions, according to the terms set out in Article 151 of the referred Act of migration.

7) Require from the Dominican State a vigorous application of the provisions of the Law (137-03) to Prevent and Punish Trafficking of People and Smuggling of Migrants, according to the existing legal terms, with the rigor required by the seriousness of this offense; the establishment of a real and effective protection of the victims of these crimes for the purposes that they can safely help in the investigation and prosecution of traffickers and smugglers.

8) Encourage the Dominican State to strengthen the regulatory provisions on discrimination contained in the Criminal Code that is still in process, on the possible amendment of racial discrimination, in the terms contained in the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Racial, containing a system of effective sanctions to deter the behavior on racial discrimination in the Dominican territory.

9) To urge the Dominican State the issuance of the declaration, contained in Article 14 Convention, to recognize the Committee's competence to deal with individual cases of victims of racial discrimination in the Dominican jurisdiction, allowing them to appear before the Commission to have the case elucidated.
Groupe d’Appui aux Refugies et Rapatriés (GARR). Nota de prensa, 2011
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