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Mr Chairperson,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is an honour for me to be here today to lead the Slovak delegation on the occasion of the presentation of the fifth periodic report summarising the process of implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in the Slovak Republic before the United Nations Human Rights Committee. The Slovak Government highly values the work of the Committee, in particular the monitoring of compliance with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which is vital for its effective implementation. This year is particularly important as we celebrate 60th anniversary of the adoption of Covenant by General Assembly of United Nations in 1966, and ten years later it entered into force.  Together with Universal Declaration of Human rights and International Covenant on economic social and cultural rights it forms International Bill of Human rights, which has formed our national and international legal order. 

Before touching upon particular issues related to the examination of the fifth periodic report of the Slovak Republic, allow me to introduce members of the delegation to whom you will address your questions in the course of these two days. In view of the wide range of areas covered by the Covenant, the delegation is composed of experts from numerous government bodies.
· Mr. Alexander DAŠKO, Plenipotentiary of the Government of the Slovak Republic for Roma Communities, Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Government of the Slovak Republic for Roma Communities;
· Mr. Tibor ŠKRABSKÝ, Director General of the Section of Strategic Policies; Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Government of the Slovak Republic for Roma Communities;
· Ms. Renáta BIERBAUMER, Director of the Department of Foreign Affairs and European Affairs, Office of the Minister of Interior; Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic;
· Ms. Ivana NAGYOVÁ, Department of Foreign Affairs and European Affairs, Office of the Minister of Interior; Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic;
· Mr. Ladislav CSÉMI, Advisor to the Minister for Internal Security, Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic;
· Mr. Roman GAŤÁR, First Vice-President of the Police Force of the Slovak Republic;
· Mr. Attila ZAJONC, Director of the Criminal Police Department, Presidium of the Police Force, Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic;
· Mr. Ján GABURA, Director, Department of Gender Equality and Horizontal Principles, Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic;
· Ms. Dana VARGOVÁ, Department of Labour Market Policy, Labour Section; Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic;
· Ms. Veronika SZOLGA, Department of Health Care, Health Section; Ministry of Health of the Slovak Republic;
· Mr. Tomáš ĽALÍK, Expert in Constitutional Law, Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic;
· Ms. Lucia VASILIK, Section of Restorative and Alternative Justice; Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic;
· Ms. Vanda PRÁZNOVSKÁ, Office of the State Secretary; Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic;
· Ms. Michaela RUSNÁKOVÁ, Human Rights Department; Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic;
· Ms. Júlia KRÁLIKOVÁ, Human Rights Department, Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic;
· Ms. Bogdana MICOVČINOVÁ, Department for the Development of National Minority Education, Ministry of Education, Research, Development and Youth of the Slovak Republic;
· Ms. Lucia GANDŽALOVÁ, Senior State Counsellor, Department for the Implementation of the National Project Opportunity for All, Ministry of Education, Research, Development and Youth of the Slovak Republic;
· Mr. Róbert CHATRNÚCH, Director, Human Rights Department, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic;
· Ms. Beáta LIPOVSKÁ, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of the Slovak Republic to the United Nations Office and other International Organisations in Geneva;
· Ms. Sofia PENEROVÁ DASKALOVÁ, Human Rights Department, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic;
· Ms. Barbora VINCENT, Human Rights Department, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic;

We are also thankful to our two interpreters who are here with us, our work would not be possible without your interpretation skills, so let me thank you Ms Homolová and Mr Masár. 

Dear Chairman, Distinguished Experts,

The Slovak Republic is a sovereign and democratic country governed by the principles of the rule of law and human rights. It is a State Party to all core UN human rights instruments, and its human rights legislation meets the highest internationally recognised standards. At the regional level it is a member of the Council of Europe which makes it natural that European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms is applicable and enforceable in our country. This regional dimension is fulfilled in Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union which constitutes a cornerstone of the Union´s fundamental rights architecture and symbol of shared European values.

The Slovak Republic as the state party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and to its Optional Protocol acknowledges its obligations under these international treaties. Their coherent implementation leans not only the Covenant’s and the Optional Protocols’ articles per se, but also the Committee’s general comments, observations and recommendations as well as the consideration of individual communications. 

Slovakia submitted its fifth periodic report to the Committee in December 2024. The report contains information on measures adopted from 2016 to 2024. Slovakia provided its response to the Committee’s list of issues in relation to its fifth periodic report on 9th of December 2024. 

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Members of the Committee,

I will now turn very shortly to the main developments with impact on areas covered by the Covenant that have taken place in my country.

The Constitution of the Slovak Republic represents a stable and long-term consolidated basis for the protection of civil and political rights. The constitutional enshrinement of the primacy of international human rights treaties over domestic law is of particular importance. The latest amendment to the Constitution of the Slovak Republic confirmed the continuity of the basic constitutional architecture and preserved all the key principles of the rule of law, including the independence of the judiciary, the protection of fundamental rights and the binding nature of international human rights treaties. The protection of individual dignity, equality of rights and effective judicial protection remain central principles of the functioning of the constitutional system.

The Anti-Discrimination Act develops and specifies the constitutional principle of equality and non-discrimination enshrined in the Constitution of the Slovak Republic and forms the basic legal framework for protection against discrimination in all relevant areas of social life, including labour relations, access to education, social services and the provision of goods and services.

The Slovak National Centre for Human Rights, as the national human rights institution and equality body responsible for equal treatment, has recently been strengthened in terms of staffing and budgetary resources, which has enabled it to expand its monitoring, analytical and advisory activities. The forthcoming amendment to the Act establishing the Slovak National Centre for Human Rights reflects the new European standards for equal treatment bodies and aims to gradually harmonise the legal status of the Centre with the Paris Principles, regarding guarantees of independence, funding stability, transparency in the selection of management and the scope of the mandate.

The institutional architecture of the protection of Human rights in Slovak Republic is based on the principle of participation, for example through the Council of the Government of the Slovak Republic for Human Rights and Gender Equality, an advisory body that ensures dialogue between the state and civil society as well as The Slovak Government Council for the Inclusion of Marginalized Roma Communities,  a newly established advisory body that aims to effectively coordinate the inclusion of Roma in Slovakia.

A significant advancement in the protection and promotion of the rights of persons belonging to national minorities in the Slovak Republic is reflected in institutional changes as the Government Council of the Slovak Republic for National Minorities was established. It acquired independent status and became a permanent advisory body to the Government of the Slovak Republic. This development has strengthened the effective participation and representation of national minorities in public affairs and public policymaking, while also responding to a long-standing request expressed by representatives of fifteen national minorities. These developments demonstrate the State’s continued commitment to strengthening the participation and civil rights of persons belonging to national minorities.

In the area of freedom of association, we have witnessed many critics from inside and outside of the country on the amendments of the Act on non-profit organisations passed in April 2025. At the end of the year 2025 the Constitutional Court of Slovak republic has ruled that it was incompatible with the Constitution. We can see the rule of law and separation of powers in practice here, and even the legislation may not respond to all national and international standards, the national Constitutional Court has shown its functionality as well as it’s irreplaceable role in democratic order. 

The Act on the Right of Assembly was amended by the so‑called ‘lex assassinate’, adopted after the attempted assassination of the Prime Minister in 2024. When it comes to national security, individual and political rights — including the right to peaceful assembly — must be exercised within a framework that takes national security into account, as it protects citizens as well as democratic institutions and the democratic order.

Extremism
The strategy Preventing and Combating Radicalisation and Extremism until 2028, adopted by the Government of the Slovak Republic, is a key strategic document in the Slovak Republic dealing with this problem. The main objective is the prevention and elimination of all forms of radicalisation and extremism. The document sets out measures to increase public awareness, promote cooperation between state institutions and the non-governmental sector, and strengthen the analytical and preventive capacities of the State. The strategy also considers current developments and trends in the society, focusing on the creation of prevention programmes especially for children and young people. It is directly related to another newly adopted strategic document, Strategy for the Prevention of Crime and Other Anti-Social Activity in the Slovak Republic until 2028, approved by Government, and based on a multidisciplinary approach to crime prevention. It takes the so-called evidence-based approach to crime prevention.

Within the framework of the Concept of Combating Radicalism, Extremism, Discrimination and Racism, the Slovak Republic considers the legislative introduction of the "Information Offices" as of 1 February 2023 to be an important measure, among other things, in terms of application practice focusing on the topics of anti-Semitism, hate speech, media literacy - hoaxes, disinformation and fake news,  information offices provides also first aid to victims of crimes.

The Act on Victims of Crime has been repeatedly amended with the aim of systematically strengthening the procedural position of victims and ensuring their protection from secondary victimisation during criminal proceedings. The introduction of the category of particularly vulnerable victims allows for an individual assessment of their needs. Important and significant decision was made to set up specialised interrogation rooms for child victims and particularly vulnerable victims of crime. The state compensation system has been made more effective by simplifying procedural conditions and expanding the circle of eligible persons. 

Intervention centres for victims of domestic violence provide immediate professional, legal and psychosocial support and ensure coordination between involved actors. This interconnected model of support enables a rapid response to situations of danger and contributes to ensuring that the protection of victims' rights is not just a formal guarantee, but a realistically accessible and functional protection mechanism.

The Government of the Slovak Republic adopted also a new strategic document with regard to the issue of trafficking in human beings - The National Programme for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings for the years 2024-2028 and the Action Plan for the said period.

Media freedom and safety of journalists
The Platform for the Promotion of Freedom of the Press and the Protection of Journalists draft a functional mechanism for monitoring attacks on journalists and crimes committed against journalists, which is intended to be submitted to the Government Council of the Slovak Republic for Crime Prevention. 

This Platform in cooperation with the National Contact Point for Strategic Lawsuits against public participation (SLAPP), is to develop also concept for registration system for lawsuits as well as a Strategic Plan for the Implementation of the Council of Europe Recommendation on SLAPP lawsuits, by the end of May 2026.

The Slovak Government Resolution of September 2025 set a time frame for mapping and developing an implementation plan and establishing a system for monitoring and evaluating the implementation of existing recommendations to increase the safety of journalists and other media workers in the EU by the end of May 2026.

Recently in 2026 the Platform established a temporary Working group on assessment of the Impact of Generative Artificial Intelligence on News Reporting and a temporary Working group on assessment of Challenges of Adopting AI-Based Technologies in Newsrooms and Their Implications for the Trustworthiness of Journalism was established in 2026.

Roma minority
Following the Committee’s recommendations concerning the situation of members of the Roma national minority, the Slovak Republic has adopted several legislative, strategic, and implementation measures aimed at strengthening equality, inclusion, and the effective participation of Roma, particularly those living in marginalised Roma communities. The objective of these measures is to prevent discrimination, reduce social and territorial exclusion, and create conditions for the full enjoyment of the rights guaranteed by the Covenant.

A key framework in this regard is reflected in the Strategy for Equality, Inclusion and Participation of Roma until 2030 and its accompanying Action Plans. These documents contain concrete goals and measures in the areas of education, employment, healthcare, and housing. Their implementation is based on principles of inter-ministerial coordination, cooperation with local authorities, monitoring of measurable indicators, and the involvement of representatives of Roma communities in decision-making processes. 

The Slovak government apologized for the illegal sterilization of women and condemned the violation of the human rights of the women concerned. Finally, we can inform you that the legislative draft to compensate victims of forced sterilizations is programmed to be adopted this year. 

Housing
Housing is recognized as one of the fundamental human needs which should be satisfied to a level appropriate to the total standard of the social and economic development of society.
The objectives and priorities of the Slovak Republic in housing are set out in a framework document the Housing Policy of the Slovak Republic to 2030. The global objective of state housing policy is the gradual increase of the overall housing standard to make housing affordable for population and allow each household to procure adequate housing. Specific priorities are support for new public rental housing and refurbishment of existing housing stock.

Education
During the period under review Slovak Republic undergo significative legislative reforms to address segregation in education, other measures including supporting the return of pupils from special educational streams as well as curriculum reform in education introduces important means in supporting the inclusion of disabled students, as well as supporting early childhood development by gradually expanding compulsory pre-primary education to younger age groups. From September 2025, compulsory education also applies to Ukrainian refugee children in Slovak republic with aims to ensure equal access to education for all children and support their integration into society. 

The Slovak Republic recognises that despite the progress achieved, challenges remain. Nevertheless, it stands committed to the systematic implementation of adopted strategies, strengthening monitoring and data collection mechanisms, and maintaining a constructive and open dialogue with the Committee.

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee, 

Before I conclude, I wish to highlight the role of the Committee in strengthening legislative and institutional framework at national level. The outcome of your assessment provides national authorities with important guidance on how to further enhance the level of human rights protection. This, from our point of view, is one of the main strengths of the examination of states under treaty body system.  

Although we are witnessing financial and geopolitical strain on the United Nations, let me reaffirm the support of the Slovak Republic for the human rights pillar of the UN system, and in particular for the UN treaty body mechanisms. We remain committed to sustaining all efforts aimed at protecting, and where necessary reforming, but above all continuing to strengthen the international community on the basis of the existing institutional framework and the principle of human dignity.

We look forward to fruitful and constructive dialogue with the Committee and are keen to answer questions put forward by distinguished members of the Committee. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Now I would like to give the floor back to you and members of the Committee for the questions. 

Thank you.  
VEREJNÉ
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