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[bookmark: _Hlk117264247]	Distinguished delegates, it is honour for me to brief, as a chairperson of the Working Group on Working Method, on the progress the CEDAW Committee has made regarding the Treaty Bodies strengthening.
	In accordance with the conclusion made at the 34th Chairs’ meeting in June, the Committee decided, in the last session, to make the simplified reporting procedure the default procedure for its consideration of State party reports, with an opt-out option for States parties that wish to be reviewed under the traditional procedure. 
	The simplified reporting procedure aims to ease the reporting burden of States parties; strengthen their capacity to fulfil their reporting obligations in a timely and effective manner; provide the Committee with more targeted reports; improve the effectiveness of the treaty monitoring system by reducing the need to request supplementary information before considering a report; and allow the Committee to plan its work in advance.
	The Committee also decided to establish a predictable 8-year schedule of reviews with a follow-up review in between. 
	The predictable schedule will bring various benefits for member States and stakeholders, including improved predictability of the system, focus on a small number of critical issues through the follow-up review in between full reviews, reduce of unnecessary repetition of recommendations due to the predictability of reviews and the distinction between the main reviews and the follow-up reviews. The implementation of the eight-year predictable review schedule is subject to the availability of human and financial resources. 
	It is expected that existing backlog of reports pending review and of long overdue reports will be prioritized in scheduling, and thus will be solved in due course. 
	These are the achievements so far, and I conclude my brief with adding that the Committee is ready to make further progress on the Treaty Bodies strengthening.
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