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Suggested grades by the civil society organization
A: The response of the government to the recommended measure is satisfactory. 
B: The response of the government to the recommended measure is partially satisfactory.
C: The government has not taken any actions to implement the recommendation.
D: The government has taken actions that are contrary to the recommendation. 

	Paragraph 37: Broad definitions of terrorism and separatism

	The Committee recommends that the State party review its existing relevant laws, regulations and practices in order to ensure that they are narrowly tailored, that there are effective monitoring mechanisms and sufficient safeguards against abuse, and that they are implemented in a manner that does not constitute profiling or discrimination on the grounds of race, colour, descent, nationality, ethnicity or ethno-religious identity. The Committee requests the State party to provide in its next periodic report statistics, disaggregated by ethnicity, on prosecutions, convictions, sentences and other sanctions for crimes relating to terrorism, separatism and extremism. 

	Suggested grade by the civil society organization
	D

	1. Any measures taken in accordance with the recommendation, and its effects

	Since September 2018, the government of China has not taken any measures to review its existing laws which are overly broad and vague and target vulnerable communities like Tibetans, Uighurs etc.

	2. Any measures taken that contradict the purposes of the recommendation

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Since the concluding observations of the CERD, the Chinese authorities have arrested many Tibetans who were advocating for language rights, environmental protection and charged them under “separatism”.

	3. Current status of the problem (especially changes after the adoption of concluding observations)

	Lobsang Dorje, a monk from Ngaba County’s Kirti monastery was held under “incommunicado detention” since July 2018 and was later sentenced to three years after a hurried “trial” in September 2019. He was picked up from the monastery in the middle of the night on suspicion of contacting the outside world.[endnoteRef:1] Lodoe Gyatso also known as Sogkhar Lodoe was arrested for staging a peaceful protest in front of the Potala Palace in Lhasa in January 2018. His wife Gakyi was arrested for shooting a video clip of him before going to the protest. Lodoe Gyatso was sentenced to 18 years and his wife Gakyi was sentenced to 2 years in prison after secret trials of which the family members got to know only in November 2018.[endnoteRef:2] Sonam Palden, a monk from Kirti Monastery was arrested in Ngaba county in September 2019 for posting critical views on China’s policy on Tibetan language on WeChat, a social messaging app.[endnoteRef:3] [1:  Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy, “Monk sentenced to three years after more than a year of incommunicado detention”6 September 2019, available here https://tchrd.org/monk-sentenced-to-three-years-after-more-than-a-year-of-incommunicado-detention/]  [2:  Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy, “Former Tibetan political prisoner sentenced to 18 years for protest; wife given 2 years for filming video”, 15 March 2019, available here  https://tchrd.org/former-tibetan-political-prisoner-sentenced-to-18-years-for-protest-wife-given-2-years-for-filming-video/]  [3:  Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy, Monk detained for criticising China’s policy on Tibetan language at high risk of torture, 11 November 2019, available here https://tchrd.org/monk-detained-for-criticising-chinas-policy-on-tibetan-language-at-high-risk-of-torture/] 

Wanchuk from Shigatse Prefecture was detained in March 2019 for sharing Tibetan books on Wechat.[endnoteRef:4]  [4:  Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy, “Tibetan man sentenced to prison for sharing books on WeChat”, 7 November 2019, available here https://tchrd.org/tibetan-man-sentenced-to-prison-for-sharing-books-on-wechat/] 

Tsering Dorjee, resident of Peleb village in Tashi Zom Township, was detained on 20 February 2019 for having a phone conversation with his younger brother who is exile about the importance of Tibetan language.[endnoteRef:5] He was subjected to torture in detention. [5:  Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy, Tibetan man criminally detained for phone conversation about Tibetan language education, 20 December 2019, available here https://tchrd.org/tibetan-man-criminally-detained-for-phone-conversation-about-tibetan-language-education/] 

In April 2019, nine Tibetans were sentenced for creating an informal organization urging Chinese authorities to return community land acquired by authorities in Rebgong County, Malho (Tongren) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. They were convicted for founding an “evil organization.”[endnoteRef:6] [6:  Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy, Nine Tibetans sentenced up to 7 years in prison under China’s organised crime crackdown, 19 April 2019, available here https://tchrd.org/nine-tibetans-sentenced-up-to-7-years-in-prison-under-chinas-organised-crime-crackdown/] 

Wangchen and his aunt Dolkar were sentenced to 4 years, 6 months and 1 year, 3 months prison terms respectively for praying for the release of the 11th Panchen Lama, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima in April 2019. Rinso was detained in July 2019 and held over a week for sharing photos of the Dalai Lama on wechat. 
Five Special Procedures have written a joint letter of allegation to China in May 2019 for sentencing of seven Tibetans for celebrating the 80th birthday of the Dalai Lama in 2015.[endnoteRef:7] [7:  Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, Special Procedures, Joint letter of Allegations, AL CHN 5/2019, 10 May 2019. Available here: https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=24546 ] 

Anya Sengdra who is a well-known environmental activist and anti-graft crusader, was sentenced to 7 years imprisonment on 6 December 2019 for raising his voice against illegal land grabs and calling for the return of community land. He was charged for founding an “evil organization.” Despite the calls by 12 special procedures for his release, his appeal was rejected and sentence confirmed.



	Paragraph 39: Torture and ill-treatment

	The Committee recommends that the State party:
	(a)	Strengthen measures to prevent acts of torture and ill-treatment committed against members of ethnic minorities, including by improving their access to lawyers;
	(d)	Fully implement the recommendations contained in paragraph 41 of the concluding observations adopted in 2015 by the Committee against Torture (CAT/C/CHN/CO/5); 
	(e)	Take all necessary measures to provide a safe environment for those working to protect and promote human rights. 

	Suggested grade by the civil society organization
	D

	1. Any measures taken in accordance with the recommendation, and its effects

	Since September 2018, the government of China has not taken any measures to prevent acts of torture and ill-treatment committed against Tibetans, Uighurs and other members of vulnerable communities.

	2. Any measures taken that contradict the purposes of the recommendation

	Since the concluding observations of the CERD, the Chinese authorities have arrested many Tibetans and subjected them to torture and ill-treatment.

	3. Current status of the problem (especially changes after the adoption of concluding observations)

	The above mentioned names are just few of the known cases of arrests. They have been arbitrarily detained for long periods of time before formally arresting them and during the detention they have been subjected to torture and ill treatment. Even while serving their prison sentence they are subjected to inhumane treatment and discrimination.



	Paragraph 44: Tibetans

		(a)	Revise its regulations and practices to ensure non-discriminatory determinations on passport applications and freedom of movement for Tibetans who would like to travel within and beyond the Tibet Autonomous Region and abroad; 
	(b)	Preserve the Tibetan language in the Tibet Autonomous Region by, inter alia, encouraging and promoting its use in the fields of education, the judicial system and the media; 

	Suggested grade by the civil society organization
	D

	1. Any measures taken in accordance with the recommendation, and its effects

	Since September 2018, the government of China has not taken any measures to issue passports to Tibetans or to preserve the Tibetan language in the Tibet Autonomous Region.

	2. Any measures taken that contradict the purposes of the recommendation

	Since the concluding observations of the CERD, the Chinese government has banned bilingual education, banned Tibetan students from studying the Tibetan language and also banned monasteries from teaching Tibetan language to lay Tibetan children. On the contrary, China has passed the Ethnic Unity law which legally institutes a Han-centric Chinese identity into all facets of personal, social and professional life.

	3. Current status of the problem (especially changes after the adoption of concluding observations)

	Right to movement: Tibetans do have the right to move freely be it within the designated Tibetan areas, the Tibet Autonomous Region or across China or abroad. They have to register and seek permission to travel and for travelling abroad their applications for passports are routinely rejected. They also do not have the right to assemble. Even forming of small groups to air grievances against land grabs or destruction of environment leads to framing of criminal charges against the members and are often subjected to severe punishment.
Tibetan Language: Though on the face of it, China is practicing a bilingual policy, the Tibetan language has been replaced by Mandarin (Putonghua) as a medium of instruction in Tibetan schools. Monasteries which were the secondary source for learning Tibetan have been banned from teaching the Tibetan language during vacations to school children. Tibetan students graduating with specialisation in Tibetan language are deprived of any job prospects. The language rights advocates like Tashi Wangchuk, Sonam Palden, Tsering Dorjee are all being persecuted by China. The NGO Human Rights Watch in its report titled “China's ‘Bilingual Education’ Policy in Tibet- Tibetan-Medium Schooling Under Threat” published in March 2020, notes  that “Since the 1960s, Chinese has been the language of instruction in nearly all middle and high schools in the TAR, where just under half of Tibetans in China live, but new educational practices introduced by the government in the TAR are now leading more primary schools and even kindergartens to use Chinese as the teaching language for Tibetan students.”[endnoteRef:8] [8:  Human Right Watch, China’s ‘Bilingual Education’ Policy in Tibet- Tibetan-Medium Schooling Under Threat, 4 March 2020, available here: https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/03/04/chinas-bilingual-education-policy-tibet/tibetan-medium-schooling-under-threat] 

Ethnic Unity Law: The Ethnic Unity law was adopted by the 11th People’s Congress of the Tibet Autonomous Region with the objective of establishing “model area for national unity and progress.” It came into effect from 1 May 2020. Similar law is already in force in Xinjiang. The aim of the law is to enforce a Han-centric identity and way of life which threatens the unique and distinct Tibetan way of life, its culture and language.



	Paragraph 48: Employment

	(a) 	Recommends that the State party, including Hong Kong, China, strengthen measures to prevent, detect and where appropriate sanction racial discrimination in public and private sector labour conditions, including recruitment and promotion, and ensure that any company or institution placing discriminatory job advertisements is held legally accountable;


	Suggested grade by the civil society organization
	D

	1. Any measures taken in accordance with the recommendation, and its effects

	Since September 2018, the government of China has not taken any measures to prevent discriminatory job advertisements.

	2. Any measures taken that contradict the purposes of the recommendation

	Since the concluding observations of the CERD, the Chinese government has issued job advertisements which not only give preference to Mandarin speaking populace but also disqualify Tibetans who participated in peaceful protests and demonstrations completely violating their right to freedom of expression.

	3. Current status of the problem (especially changes after the adoption of concluding observations)

	Tibetan university graduates are finding it much difficult to get jobs specially in the government as most of the job recruiters give preference to Han-Chinese and mandarin speakers. Furthermore, in May 2019 Sonam Lhundrub, student at Northwest Minzu University in Gansu’s Lanzhou city was detained from writing about the declining job opportunities for Tibetans in Tibetan regions of China. Recently in May 2020 the Chinese government in Lithang county barred Tibetans who had participated in protests and demonstrations which China considered “ethnic separatist activities” from applying for the post of security personnel.[endnoteRef:9] [9:  International Campaign for Tibet, China’s Hiring Practices Reveal State-Sponsored Discrimination in Tibet, 11 June 2020, available here: https://www.freetibet.org/news-media/na/tibetans-face-state-led-discrimination-against-employment-opportunities
] 





International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism (IMADR): www.imadr.org
US Human Rights Network (USHRN): www.ushrnetwork.org
