Delegation of the Republic of Macedonia

Additional answers to health related questions by the CRPD

-Abortion- Who takes the decision to proceed with abortion in cases when patients have been revoked their legal capacity, i.e. are women with revoked legal capacity asked on whether they wish to proceed with abortion in such cases? Has the number of such cases decreased or increased after the national ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities? 
In keeping with the Law on Termination of Pregnancy, pregnancies may only be terminated after meeting relevant conditions as prescribed by law. 
Request to terminate pregnancy within the first ten weeks since conception 
When a request is made for terminating pregnancy within the first ten weeks since conception, pregnant women are required to submit a written request for terminating pregnancy together with the accompanying relevant medical and other documentation to the medical doctors tasked with performing the procedure of terminating pregnancy. Prior to performing such procedures, doctors tasked with them are obligated to provide counsel to pregnant women wishing to terminate their pregnancies on the potential benefits from continuing pregnancy, as well as on the risks from both undergoing medical procedures to terminate pregnancy and opting to not proceed with such interventions. Consequently, it is only after the medical doctors concerned have established that all necessary legal requirements to proceed with such interventions had indeed been met that they are allowed to proceed with performing medical procedures of terminating pregnancy. 
In cases of women whose legal capacity has been revoked, termination of pregnancy within the first ten weeks since the day of conception may only be performed under written consent by their parents or guardians. Termination of pregnancy may not be performed sooner than three days since the date of pregnant women receiving counselling on whether to undergo such interventions or not, except in cases of women whose legal capacity has been revoked or partially limited, or, indeed, in cases when proceeding with such interventions prior to the expiry of the aforementioned three-day period has been medically established to be absolutely necessary, whereby doctors performing such interventions within the aforementioned three-day period are required by law to adequately log and register performing such type of medical interventions in their own professional and other relevant medical records. 
Should doctors performing termination of pregnancy procedures establish that the requirements for terminating pregnancy have not been met due to the health condition of pregnant women concerned or more than ten weeks have expired since the date when women wishing to terminate their pregnancies have conceived, they are obligated by law to refer such pregnant women to the First-instance Commission vested by law with the right to decide on terminating pregnancies.
First-instance Commission on Termination of Pregnancy
Should doctors performing termination of pregnancy procedures establish that the requirements for terminating pregnancy have not been met due to the health condition of pregnant women concerned or more than ten weeks have expired since the date when women wishing to terminate their pregnancies have conceived, they are required by law to submit a written request to the First-instance Commission on Termination of Pregnancy. In cases of terminations of pregnancy of women whose legal capacity has been revoked, such requests are submitted to the First-instance Commission by their parents or guardians. In addition, at their own request or at the request of the First-instance Commission, pregnant women whose legal capacity had been revoked and their parents or guardians are allowed the possibility to attend sessions of the First-instance Commission where their requests for termination of pregnancy are being considered and decided upon, which, at the request of the women concerned, may also be attended by their spouses. Such cases are furthermore deliberated and decided upon on two tiers, i.e. two instances of legal procedure, entailing that the Second-instance Commission on Termination of Pregnancy is also to be involved in deciding upon terminations of pregnancy of the women concerned. 
Decision-making in termination of pregnancy 
Hence, whether it be a decision made by a medical doctor, the First-instance or the Second-instance Commission on Termination of Pregnancy, in cases of pregnant women whose legal capacity has been revoked, it is mandatory to ask parents or guardians of such women for a written affidavit of consent when deliberating upon terminating their pregnancy.        
2010 - 2020 Sexual and Reproductive Health Strategy 
The ongoing three-way cooperation between the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Macedonia, the Institute of Public Health of the Republic of Macedonia, and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) in implementing the project titled Improving National Response on Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights in the Republic of Macedonia, resulted in the adoption of the 2010 - 2020 National Sexual and Reproductive Health Strategy by the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia, the goal of which is to produce a comprehensive platform for taking an interdepartmental approach towards the exercise of sexual and reproductive health rights in the Republic of Macedonia, as well as establish a strategic framework for all partners involved taking joint action across all prevention levels and throughout all sections of society that would be supported by a relevant financially sustainable activity agenda. Moreover, the main objective of this Strategy is to allow for all citizens of the Republic of Macedonia to enjoy better sexual and reproductive health by 2020. In that context, activities are continuing to promote this Strategy, with it being actively supported by the Ministry of Health, particularly when it comes to specific provisions in it relating to persons with disabilities. 
Early detection of diseases 
Under the 2016 Programme for Active Healthcare Protection of Mothers and Children, the following types of early detection of diseases has been performed among newborns, infants and young children in the Republic of Macedonia: thyroid function screening of all newborns, metabolic diseases detection in the shape of indication-based selective screening among children receiving in-patient and out-patient treatment at the Skopje Children's Diseases Clinic, visual impairment early detection screening among newborns under health risk, and hearing screening among newborns. 
In addition, under the 2018 Programme for Active Healthcare Protection of Mothers and Children, the Skopje Children's Diseases Clinic also performs congenital hypothyroidism screening on a regular basis. This type of screening helps establish timely diagnosis and introduce therapy tailored for children suffering from established hypothyroidism. The institutionalization of thyroid screening has resulted in considerable improvements in increasing the overall pool of newborns undergoing screening, seeing as that is precisely the overarching goal of the thyroid screening programme in and of itself, having been designed to also ensure visual impairment early detection screening among newborns under health risks, as well as neonatal hearing screening.. 

In keeping with the Guidebook on Practicing Evidence-based Medicine in Early Detection of Congenital Heart Diseases in Neonatology, cardiovascular system malformations prenatal screening is also being performed on a regular basis. 
In accordance with the Antenatal Pregnancy Care Guidebook, this activity represents a composite of measures being conducted with a view to protecting the health of pregnant women and ensuring proper foetal development or a certain set of interventions aimed at enabling pregnant women acquiring the necessary information and advice as regards pregnancy, giving birth and taking care of newborns, coupled with identifying health risks to newborns and undertaking timely measures and interventions as and whenever necessary, providing care for different diseases and medical conditions, as well as ensuring that pregnant women, families, and communities receive adequate education on all matters related. 
In keeping with the Law on the Protection of the Rights of Patients, except when urgent medical intervention is necessary,  in the case of patients whose legal capacity has been revoked and minors, affidavits of consent for receiving medical intervention or treatment may only be signed by their parents, legal representatives or guardians. 
In the interest of such patients, the foregoing affidavits may only be revoked no later than the beginning of the medical intervention concerned and in the same manner in which it was made. Should conflicting interests be established to exist between such patients on one hand and their parents, legal representatives or guardians on the other, healthcare institutions are required to refer and report such cases to social work centres which are in turn obligated to resolve and decide upon such conflicts while assigning priority in keeping with the status of urgency each such case displays.  
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