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PARTNERSHIP FOR OPEN SOCIETY INITIATIVE’S
Reflections regarding follow-up of concluding observations of the Committee against Torture

(Extracts from follow-up procedure of CAT/C/ARM/CO/4)
47.	The Committee requests the State party to provide, by 7 December 2017, information on follow-up to the Committee’s recommendations on the statute of limitations, amnesty and pardon; the excessive use of force during demonstrations; and deaths in custody, including suicides (see paras. 8, 21 and 34 above). In that context, the State party is invited to inform the Committee about its plans for implementing, within the coming reporting period, some or all of the remaining recommendations in the concluding observations.

In June 2017, unprecedented police violence was recorded during the trial of the “Sasna Tsrer” group members. The police officers beat four members of the group in the basement of the court house. The attorneys of the victims and the Ombudsman documented various physical injuries on the defendants’ bodies. In response to the crime reports, the Special Investigative Service, an agency in charge of investigating crimes committed by state officials, initiated criminal proceedings on the grounds of exceeding authority by the police officers. However, the police officers, who beat the defendants, continue to be on duty in the courtroom during the subsequent trials of the “Sasna Tsrer” case.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  HRW, Armenia: Ill-Treatment Reports Mar High-Profile Trial: https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/07/09/armenia-ill-treatment-reports-mar-high-profile-trial ] 


The Armenian authorities failed to implement the recommendation of the UN CAT concerning prevention of suicides and deaths in custody. Specifically, the Prison Monitoring Group’s Annual report states that 22 death cases were recorded in the PIs during 2016, 9 of which were triggered by cardiovascular diseases, 3 by acute disorders of cerebral circulation, 2 were caused by general intoxication and 8 by other diseases. 14 death cases were recorded in the penitentiary institutions, and eight in civil health care facilities. Criminal cases were instituted over nine death cases in the penitentiary institutions, but the preliminary investigation is underway only over one case. [footnoteRef:2] As regards other criminal cases, the proceedings were either terminated or suspended, raising questions of the effectiveness and transparency of the investigation.  It should be recorded that no prison officer or medical expert was held liable for any of these cases.     [2:  “ANNUAL REPORT’ on the Activities of the Group of Public Observers in 2016; http://pmg.am/index.php/en/library/annual-reports-en/412-annual-report-on-the-activities-of-the-group-of-public-observers-in-2016] 


The right to life violated in the penitentiary institutions by numerous cases of self- harm, as well as suicide. The responsible authorities failed to study the factors triggering such behaviour among prisoners and address them adequately. In the course of 2016, 879 cases of self- harm were recorded in prisons, and 135 cases were prevented by the prison administration. It is noteworthy that about 250 self-harm cases in “Nubarashen” PI were committed by only two prisoners. In 2016, seven suicide cases were recorded in prisons (criminal cases were
instituted over all of the seven cases).[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Ibid. ] 


Recommendations:
- Conduct effective investigation into the alleged ill—treatment against ST group members, bring to liability the responsible law enforcement officials;
- As an interim measure, remove the police officers allegedly involved in the beating of the ST members from the service in the court, as an interim measure, ;
- Conduct effective investigation into the cases of death and self-harming in the penitentiary institutions; and
- Study the multiple factors leading to self-harming and undertake adequate comprehensive measures to address them.
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