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THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
71st Session (11 – 29 January 2016)


LATVIA

Additional Information for the consideration of the Committee in relation to the right of every child to acquire a nationality under Article 7 CRC

15 December 2015

1. The Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion (the Institute)[footnoteRef:1] welcomes the opportunity to submit additional information for the consideration of the Committee on the Rights of the Child regarding Latvia’s compliance towards every child’s right to acquire a nationality under Article 7 CRC. [1:  The Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion is an independent non-profit organisation committed to addressing statelessness and disenfranchisement in the world through the promotion of human rights, participation and inclusion. (www.institutesi.org) ] 


2. The Institute would like to draw the Committee’s attention to its previous state party review for Latvia (CRC/C/LVA/CO/2, 2006), in which the Committee expressed concern that “a considerable number of children in Latvia still do not yet have Latvian citizenship or are stateless” (para. 26). The Committee recommended that Latvia “strengthen its efforts to accelerate the naturalisation process for those who wish to gain citizenship, with the aim of eliminating the transitional legal status of non-citizens” and encouraged Latvia “to provide more information and support to the parents of non-citizen and stateless children to ensure that all children in Latvia can easily acquire citizenship” (para. 27).

3. Latvia’s combined third and fourth periodic reports to the Committee (CRC/C/LVA/3-5) provide an overview of measures taken since the last review to improve the enjoyment of the right to a nationality, as protected under article 7 CRC (paras. 204-242). However, significant concerns remain, as also highlighted in the submission made to the Committee on 22 January 2015 by the Latvian Human Rights Committee. As this submission explained, amendments to the Latvian citizenship law adopted in 2013 “fell short of a default recognition of the new-born children of ‘non-citizens’ as citizens of Latvia”, as advocated by various international and regional human rights bodies. The submission points out that, as a result, the right to acquire a nationality remains unfulfilled for over 8,000 children born in Latvia.

4. However, in the List of Issues adopted by the Committee (CRC/C/LVA/Q/3-5), the issue of the child’s right to a nationality is not raised. Consequently it does not feature in the state party’s reply to the List of Issues (CRC/C/LVA/Q/3-5/Add.1). 

5. The Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion would like to take this opportunity to request that the Committee nevertheless address the issue of the child’s right to a nationality in its dialogue with the state party during the forthcoming Committee session. In particular, in line with the submission made by the Latvian Human Rights Committee and information provided in the European Network on Statelessness and Latvian Centre for Human Rights’ report Ending Childhood Statelessness: A study of Latvia,[footnoteRef:2] the Institute recommends that the Committee seek information from Latvia on the following: [2:  Published June 2015. Available at: http://www.statelessness.eu/sites/www.statelessness.eu/files/Latvia_0.pdf ] 


a. What steps is Latvia taking to bring its Citizenship Law in line with its international obligations under the CRC and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness with respect to access to nationality for all children born on its territory who would otherwise be stateless? 

Background Note: At present, the Citizenship Law only provides a safeguard against statelessness for children born on the territory if both of the child’s parents are “non-citizens” or stateless persons, thereby excluding children who are unable to acquire a nationality at birth for other reasons - for instance where either or both parent(s) holds a nationality but is unable to confer that nationality to the child. Moreover, the Citizenship Law requires the parent to hold permanent residence in order to make an application for Latvian nationality on behalf of his/her stateless child. Neither condition is in accordance with Latvia’s obligations under the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness, nor do they allow for the full and effective implementation of Article 7 CRC which requires states to ensure that all stateless children born on their territory are able to acquire a nationality, irrespective of the parents’ nationality or legal status.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  See the Committee’s previous Concluding Observations, for instance in respect of Turkmenistan (CRC/C/TKM/CO/2-4) and Switzerland (CRC/C/CHE/CO/2-4).] 


b. What further legislative and administrative measures is Latvia considering in order to realise the right to a nationality for all children born on its territory, in accordance with article 7 CRC?

c. Background Note: Some 8,000 children who were born in Latvia remain without a nationality. This is not in accordance with article 7 CRC, nor the principle of best interests of the child. Research by Latvia’s Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs (OCMA) demonstrates that “non-citizen” parents remain, in some cases, hesitant to apply for Latvian nationality on behalf of their children, leaving the child stateless. While children can submit an independent application between the ages of 15 and 18, this is subject to additional conditions. It is critical that Latvia take further steps to actively protect and fulfil the right to acquire a nationality for all children born on its territory, regardless of the opinions or actions of the parents.  
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