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Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,
I would like to join the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, Ms. Brands Kehris, in welcoming you and, in particular, the newly elected members to the 78th session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.
Dear colleagues
Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. Similarly, the number of States parties having accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time has remained at 80. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. The number of States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention has remained at 114.
I am pleased to inform you that Albania, Armenia, Belgium, Finland, Georgia, Honduras, Switzerland, Timor Leste, Tunisia and Turkey have submitted their periodic reports to the Committee since the beginning of our last session. Also since our last session, two States parties have informed the Committee of their decision to submit their future periodic reports under the simplified reporting procedure, namely Ireland and Romania.
Please let me now introduce my intersessional participation in online events related to the implementation of women’s rights.

Following our 77th session, on 25 November 2020, I made a presentation at a virtual conference on “Eliminating Violence against Women in Politics” organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the Executive Director of the Kofi Annan Foundation.

On 26 November, I delivered a Goodwill Message from CEDAW to the participants of an online meeting on “Renewable Energy and Gender Justice” hosted by the Global Initiative for Economic, Social & Cultural Rights and the Friedrich-Ebert Foundation, co-sponsored by IWRAW-Asia Pacific and the Asia-Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development (APWLD).

On 30 November, I was a facilitator at an online training workshop for young leaders on “Youth in Politics” organized by the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation Ghana and discussed issues of gender and public policy under the topics Negotiation Skills and Re-engineering for Social Change.
On 2 and 3 December, I participated as a panellist in a virtual “Discussion on COVID-19 Working Methods” hosted by the Geneva Academy on International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights and the Paris Human Rights Centre.

On 8 December, I attended the Launch of a “Primer on conducting Public Enquiries to end FGM” organized by the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI).

On 14 December, Aruna Narain, Louiza Chalal, Naéla Gabr and I participated in an online discussion of the African group CEDAW members with Swazi women human rights defenders. The discussion was hosted by the African Regional Programme of the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ).

Lastly, on 16 December, I participated in a webinar titled “Feminist Analysis of General Recommendation No. 28” (on the core obligations of States Parties under Article 2 of the CEDAW Convention, adopted in 2010) hosted by IWRAW-Asia Pacific.

Dear colleagues,

As you are aware, the newly elected members of the Committee Leticia BONIFAZ ALFONZO, Corinne DETTMEIJER-VERMEULEN, Natasha STOTT DESPOJA and Jie XIA will shortly be making their solemn declarations. Following their declarations, we will elect a new Chair of the Committee as well as three Vice-Chairs and a Rapporteur.
I therefore take this opportunity to once again thank you all for your support and that of the Secretariat during my tenure. It has been a great privilege and most rewarding experience for me to serve as the Committee’s Chair for the past two years. During this period, we adopted our General Recommendation on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration. We have also started embarking on the elaboration of a new General Recommendation on the rights of indigenous women and girls. We have adopted two landmark inquiry reports, one on FGM and the other to be published in May this year. We have further modernized our working methods, for example, with regard to our engagement with National Human Rights Institutions. Above all, we have been successful in ensuring the continuity of CEDAW’s mandate thereby preventing a protection gap for women and girls across the globe during the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic, which has so far required us to hold three of our sessions online. I sincerely thank you for the time and effort you have invested to keep up the important work of the Committee during these difficult times despite the many technological and other challenges we are facing. It was my honour to have served as your Chair and I wish my successor all the best for the challenging times ahead.
I know that several other members have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session, such as online conferences, workshops and webinars. I would now be delighted to hear from Committee members who have participated in such events. In the interest of time management, I would like to remind those members asking for the floor to limit their interventions to a maximum of 2 minutes, bearing in mind that we only have 2 hours for this opening meeting and many items on the agenda. I would also kindly ask Committee members to fill in the table on inter-sessional activities that will be distributed by the Secretariat.

Lastly, I would like to announce that all public meetings of our 78th (online) session, including this meeting, are webcast live on UN Web TV.  I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers during these public meetings.
In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this challenging session.

Thank you for your attention.
__________________
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