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Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

General Measures of Implementation

The children of Vietnam and the citizens maintain the government inadequately fulfills its obligations to implement the rights enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

The children of Vietnam are not aware of their basic rights and fundamental freedoms. The government of Vietnam does not provide in print or electronic media the content of the Convention on the Rights of the Child for its general public. The government also doesn’t encourage or engage civil society to assist in the promotion of the rights of the child.  There is no distribution of the Convention on the Rights of the Child through a comprehensive plan through the institutions of education and community venues.   

All of the above claims are also true regarding other instruments such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

It is also significant that the ethnic minorities and indigenous peoples of Vietnam are not able to learn about the rights of the child in their own mother tongue. Vietnam should make available copies for children, parents and communities in the languages spoken in the family, villages and provinces. 

Recommendations

The government should assist in the distribution of popular education material explaining the rights enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

Definition of the Child

Vietnam must develop with its citizens a comprehensive curriculum for elementary through university to teach the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Vietnam should provide assistance or at least not deny civil society the ability to provide complimentary copies of the CRC and other international instruments. 

General Principles

The children of Vietnam face constant, systematic discrimination if their ethnic origin is the Kampuchea Khmer Krom. In the cultural practices and government policies, the indigenous peoples of the Mekong Delta endure endless exclusion of social services and also excessive abuse at the hands of the authorities. 

The children are not allowed to partake in their culture as their religious holidays are not allowed to be fully commemorated as government policies place restrictions on the recognized practices infringing upon the exercise of these rights. 

Ultimately, cultural survival and sustainable development enshrined in Article 6 will only be realized through recognition of the right of self-determination in the region. Otherwise the persistent pattern of discrimination will perpetuate the prejudice toward the indigenous peoples of Mekong Delta. 

The actions of Vietnam violate the right to survival and development through the destruction of temples that are the center of Kampuchea Khmer Krom culture and persecution of the spiritual leaders.  The temples are often targeted for widespread harassment and the monks are also arrested by authorities facing charges the international community recognizes as unfounded and politically motivated. 

An important development is the multiple impacts of climate change on the Mekong Delta today and in the future.  Already, we are seeing the violation of article 6 and we believe this must be continued to be monitored and addressed.  

It has been reported in the Saigon Times on 21 February 2011, “Residents in the Mekong Delta are in despair at the speedy salinity of the river bed. This year has seen the salinity to reach high levels and earlier than expected. The area has seen tens of hectares of paddy fields and hundreds of hectares of vegetables destroyed and fresh water supply for human consumption has dried up.”  As climate change continues to have an impact, children will face dire conditions infringing on the survival and development of Kampuchea Khmer Krom.  The article noted how 1,700 hectares of rice in two districts was destroyed due to salinity.  

Recommendations

The citizens of Kampuchea Khmer Krom must have greater control over their cultural celebrations allowing for the genuine participation of all in the region to commemorate the sacred ceremonies so children can be raised in the values of the collective community. 

The temples and spiritual leaders must be allowed to function in autonomy without state interference. The traditional role of the religious institutions must be allowed to function providing a setting for children to learn and live the Kampuchea Khmer Krom culture. 

There must be adequate explanation of models of adaptation and mitigation to climate change for Kampuchea Khmer Krom inhabiting the Mekong Delta in partnership with UN specialized agencies, programs and funds.

The government must monitor climate change closely in cooperation with international organizations and partner to explain with communities on the frontline to minimize the impacts on children and future generations. 

Civil Rights and Freedoms

Unfortunately, the conditions in the area of civil rights and freedoms are severely hampered regarding the rights of the child and continue to deteriorate as the children enter adulthood. 

Under Article 7, the Kampuchea Khmer Krom children are provided Vietnamese names that do not recognize the traditional names. Entire villages of Kampuchea Khmer Krom have been forced to accept a single name such as Thach. 

Under Article 8, the identity of the Kampuchea Khmer Krom is under threat of extinction.  Kampuchea Khmer Krom is not even allowed to self-identity . Khmer is illegal and not allowed to be used. 

There is even a practice of systematic discrimination of Kampuchea Khmer Krom from the earliest days of formal education in the elementary schools that continue through high school. Even fewer Khmer Krom youth receive scholarships to be able to study in higher education at the university level. 

There is a total lack of freedom of expression in traditional forms in Vietnam as well as emerging technologies such as the internet.  Khmer Krom children cannot find means to express themselves in magazines and books as well as internet sites. 

The freedom of religion in Article 14 illustrates an alarming trend of systematic violations denying this basic right.  More and more temples are in disrepair and children are unable to learn about their spiritual teachings of Theravada Buddhsim.  Interested children must apply for permission from the government. This is a direct violation. Also, if one is allowed to join the monkhood to study, there is a pattern of harassment and even arrest recently of Theravada practicing monks in Vietnam even as far as Cambodia noting the example of Tim Sakhorn. 

One of the most grave violations is the right to free association among Khmer Krom children and youth.  There is no association or club for Khmer Krom not even of an athletic nature.  The unique Khmer Krom youth must be able to express their culture in common with one another. 

There are three main articles that are of significant importance to the Kampuchea Khmer Krom children. Article 17 is the first one that must be promoted and protected. Currently, there is no freedom of access to information, diversity of cultural and international sources and linguistic needs. 

Unfortunately, there is documentation citing torture and deprivation of liberty specifically Kampuchea Khmer Krom during recent years. 

Recommendation

The use of Kampuchea Khmer Krom names must be allowed to flourish through guaranteeing parents and cultural institutions can actively participate. 

The Kampuchea Khmer Krom must be allowed to learn about the genuine history of their people in public schools and after school programs. The second class conditions must be replaced with a spirit of cooperation and equality for all children in Vietnam. 

There must be freedom of expression in all its forms for Khmer Krom children. 

The practice of Theravada Buddhism must be allowed to be practiced freely without government intervention. Any child interested may freely join to study and be ordained a Buddhist monk and freely practice the faith of Theravada Buddhism. 

The children and youth of Kampuchea Khmer Krom must be allowed to form clubs, associations and organizations that allow Khmer Krom to come together to practice their culture. 

Vietnam should actively participate with the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues utilizing its mechanisms of engagement to seek solutions to the current children and human rights violations. This is an important means to change the current conditions regarding Article 17. 

Vietnam must work with UN specialized agencies, programs and funds to realize Article 17 such as UNICEF and UNESCO. 

Vietnam must ratify the UN Convention Against Torture and the Optional Protocol to CAT participating fully with the UN Committee Against Torture and the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture. 

Family Environment and Alternative Care

The Kampuchea Khmer Krom are very concerned about how the state involves itself in the parental guidance that inhibits the child’s evolving capacities by denying the basic values and identity of the children. 

Recommendations

The Vietnam government should provide greater protection to allow for the upbringing of Kampuchea Khmer Krom child by the parent and community. 

Basic Health and Welfare

The government of Vietnam should recognize the rights of disabled children enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

There are specific communities where health services are in dire conditions. There are documented cases of health crisis regarding blindness impacting Khmer Krom disproportionately. 

The other important issue is Article 27 regarding adequate standard of living. The Khmer Krom youth live in disproportionate poverty in relation to the general public of Vietnam.  

The Kampuchea Khmer Krom farmers are hardworking people. However, the Khmer Krom are the poorest people in the Mekong Delta. The children are also often having to stop studying to help their families meet their basic needs.  

Rice farming is very important as Vietnam ranks very highly in exporting rice worldwide. A Majority of that rice is grown in the homeland of the Kampuchea Khmer Krom. However, there are documented examples of Khmer Krom families of farmers not having enough rice to eat. 

There is also significant oil exploration and development. As the country benefits from these new economic endeavors, the communities in which this takes place must also benefit. 

Another important area is the lack of foreign assistance provided for Khmer Krom people.  Vietnam has also made important progress in meeting the UN Millennium Development Goals.  Unfortunately, the Khmer Krom communities are still trapped in the cycle of poverty and exclusion. 

Recommendations

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities should be immediately ratified by Vietnam. The government should partner with international NGOs that are experts in the field of disability rights. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) should be allowed to assist the Kampuchea Khmer Krom to form community health programs that ensure the basic necessities. There should be a specific focus on blindness in communities where it is rampant to heal and potentially restore sight. More importantly, the source of blindness must be confirmed. 

The government should allow regional versions of creative enterprise including microfinance infused with indigenous models of economic empowerment to operate within Kampuchea Khmer Krom. These partnerships must follow the principles in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples including Free, Prior and Informed Consent.  

The oil exploration in Okap can be directed to ensure adequate funds for financial assistance to offer scholarship and assistance for Khmer Krom children. 

The foreign aid and assistance must be received and directed to assist the Khmer Krom to realize their basic human rights and to reach the UN Millennium Development Goals. The foreign donations rarely reach the Khmer Krom communities perpetuate the cycle of poverty. 

Education, Leisure and Cultural Activities

This area of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is core to the realization of rights for children in Vietnam, specifically Kampuchea Khmer Krom. 

The right to education, Article 28, is essential for the development of the child to a positive well-being. Also the teachings of human rights and the natural environment is essential for education to empower the child to reach their full potential.  Unfortunately, there is no material allowed in from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to teach the basic human rights from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to the core international human rights instruments. We also believe that climate change education could also be included in this article. 

The Kampuchea Khmer Krom are not allowed to celebrate their own cultural activities. Khmer Krom must apply to the government for permission to celebrate their cultural activities. Often, this brings unwanted attention and restrictions on daily living. Also, recently Khmer Krom have participated in the permission process only to be told that their cultural festivities would only be allowed to be conducted in a shorter period that destroys the cultural significance. 

Recommendations

There should be access to information and education systems to assist Khmer Krom. The main living locations of Khmer Krom are in remote areas of Vietnam with little access to information. Therefore, Vietnam should provide libraries and community learning centers with materials in Khmer language.  

The Kampuchea Khmer Krom must be allowed to practice their traditional culture. There are many traditional dates that offer protocol to perpetuate the culture practices. The free practice of one’s culture must be unrestricted and the permission process must be eliminated to respect the rights enshrined in Article 31. 

Khmer must be respected as one of the official languages in all its forms. Khmer Krom educators must be included in the drafting of curriculum and in the daily teaching of the child in Kampuchea Khmer Krom. 

Special Protection Measures

The other article that is absolutely vital is Article 30 with all of the developments in the field of human rights of indigenous peoples including the general comment of the CRC.  The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples must be realized as Vietnam adopted this important instrument in 2007 at the UN General Assembly. 

Regarding Article 32, there are many examples of poverty manifesting itself in transforming the basic lives from dignity to desperation. Khmer Krom are forced to leave their traditional homeland to large cities where they are victimized. 

As they are forced to assist their families survive, they end up in low end jobs providing basic servant and cleaning roles. Another area of concern is young workers especially female in factories such as the cashew nut industry. Women are forced to work long hours with inadequate standards that irreplaceable damage their health. 

Many foreign businessmen come to Vietnam to find young brides. Other women are also trafficked and forced into prostitution and domestic servitude.  Young women are targeted due to their dire economic condition as the poorest, least educated population in the Mekong Delta region. 

The current system of governance in Vietnam practices torture often against Khmer Krom in the Mekong Delta.  Too often young monks have had their liberty deprived through courts lacking any basic civil liberties. 

Recommendations

The government of Vietnam must institute policies in the Mekong Delta shaped by the principles in the UN CRC and its subsequent general comment focusing on the indigenous child along with the recently adopted UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

The women should be protected with programs providing basic education as well a protection in the work force that respects basic rights to health and living standard. 

To realize Article 34 and 35, the government and NGOs must initiate public education campaigns warning against the current practices resulting in human trafficking.  NGOs should be allowed to offer programs in Khmer language to alert the girl child and women about the dangerous activities. 

There must be fair, independent tribunals and courts to protect basic rights of those accused of crimes. Once again, the ratification of the Convention Against Torture and the Optional Protocol must be done immediately to prevent future claims from arising against the government practices. 

Vietnam should also ratify International Labor Organization Convention 169 in the immediate future to guide in its policies and practices to combat poverty and protect indigenous children in Vietnam. 

