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Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,

1.
It is an honour and a privilege for me and the delegation of the Republic of Cyprus, to present Cyprus’ 5th and 6th Periodic Report, submitted under Article 44 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

2.
Please allow me to present our delegation:

· The Permanent Representative of Cyprus in Geneva, Ms Olympia Neocleous 

· The Deputy Permanent Representative, Ms Andrea Petranyi, 

· First Secretary of the Permanent Mission Mr Christos Makriyiannis,

· Dr Andreas Tsiakkiros, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sport and Youth,
· Ms Kyriaki Lambrianidou, Cyprus Police, 

· Ms Marina Efthymiadou, Deputy Ministry of Social Welfare,
· Ms Elena Neocleous, Ministry of Interior,
· Mr Georgios Manikas, Office of the Law Commissioner,

and myself, the Law Commissioner of the Republic of Cyprus.
3. 
Cyprus, has ratified almost all international human rights instruments and has acceded to the compulsory jurisdiction of the European Court of Human Rights and the optional clause of Article 36 (2) of the Statute of the ICJ. 

4.
The promotion and protection of children’s rights, remains high on Cyprus’ agenda and to this end is continuously enacting laws, adopting effective policies and measures in all areas concerning children. Τhe Government welcomes your Committee’s recommendations and remains committed to the effective implementation of the Convention’s provisions and objectives, by ensuring that each child is able to exercise his/her rights, without any type of discrimination.  
 5.
 The main obstacle to the implementation and enjoyment of human rights in Cyprus, remains the continued Turkish illegal occupation of over 36 per cent of Cyprus’ territory since 1974. Regrettably, the Government of the Republic of Cyprus is not in a position to ensure the respect of Human Rights Treaties, nor to apply human rights laws and policies in the areas not under its effective control. Therefore, the information and data presented, concern only the areas under the effective control of the Government. 

Madam Chair, 
6.
The submitted Reports detail all relevant legislation and policies covering the period up to July 2018. Cyprus continues preparing and enacting important legislation, thus strengthening the country’s child-friendly justice system, child victims’ rights, the child as a witness, anti-bullying measures, sex education, migration, asylum, anti-trafficking, violence against women and girls and family violence. 
IMPORTANT NEW LAWS 
7.
One of the most important recent laws is the 2021 Law on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence, which complies with the Istanbul Convention that Cyprus ratified in 2017. The term "woman" includes a girl who has not reached the age of 18. The newly enacted law includes provisions on all forms of gender-based violence in a single instrument, provisions for the protection of victims, awareness issues and also creates a monitoring mechanism. 
8.
In the same year, a Law was enacted criminalizing harassment and stalking. Both Laws provide for the immediate preventive and effective measures, aiming to protect victims, while when the offences are committed against a child, this is considered an aggravated circumstance.
9.
In 2021, a new Law was enacted providing for the rights of Children in Conflict with the Law establishing a child-friendly criminal justice system. Prosecution of children and especially detention is used as a measure of last resort. Children offenders are tried by the Children’s Court which may impose alternative to detention measures. The Law also provides for the establishment of a special detention centre for the reformation and reintegration of children sentenced to detention. 
10.
In 2019, the amendments to the Law on the Violence in the Family (Prevention and Protection of Victims) and the Witness Protection Law, ensured that the witness child may testify from a room other than the Court or in the Children’s House.
11.
In 2021 the Cyprus Sports Organisation Law was amended introducing provisions combating bullying in sports. In case of an incident, the Children’s Rights Commissioner is informed. The law provides for the well-being, safety, protection, fair and equitable treatment of athletes and the prevention and tackling of bullying in sport, including a complaints procedure. 
12.
In 2022 an amendment to the Maternity Law increased maternity leave from 18 to 22 weeks for a second child and 26 weeks for a third child. Furthermore, the 2022 amendment to the Protection of Paternity Law provides for two weeks paternity leave on the expiration of the maternity leave. 
OTHER CHILDREN RELATED ISSUES/POLICIES
13.
Further to the Government’s commitment on these issues, the Implementation Council FONI was created in 2018 to implement the National Strategy for the Prevention and Combating of Sexual Abuse and Sexual Exploitation of Children and Child Pornography, while in October 2021, a new three-year national action plan was approved. 

14.
Clear and targeted compulsory sex education through updated curricula in the school system -from kindergarten onwards- is the most important tool for primary prevention of child sexual abuse and exploitation. The curricula include combating violence, with emphasis on violence against women and domestic violence, including issues of gender equality and countering gender stereotypes and prejudices. Teaching "The Underwear Rule" is now compulsory from kindergarten. The Education Ministry working with civil society organisations, assists adolescents with recognising different forms of sexual abuse and steps child abuse victims can take. 

FAMILY AND WORK-LIFE BALANCE – CHILD CARE
15.
Cyprus has included childcare and support to children in the EU’s Recovery and Resilience Plan, including financing the establishment of Multifunctional Centres for Children, enhancing the availability and affordability of Childcare Centres, public structures for hosting children under the care of Social Welfare Services and new homes with provision of daily services to adolescents with conduct disorders.

SPECILIZATION IN THE INVESTIGATION 
16.
Specialised Police Units for investigating domestic violence and child abuse have been established in all Police Districts, since 2020. A newly-formed Safeguarding Subdirectorate has been established at Police Headquarters, encompassing specialized units staffed by trained personnel and experts, as follows: 
Domestic Violence and Child Abuse, Child Sexual Abuse, Missing Persons, Juveniles and a Unit for Training and Communications. 

17.
A milestone in the protection of children against abuse and the investigation of offences against children was the 2017 establishment of the Children’s House -based on the Barnahus model, providing all the necessary services to the child victim, under one roof in a child-friendly/multidisciplinary/interagency approach. 

18.
The Woman’s House has been in operation since 2020 and is fully subsidised by government funds. It is a multi-agency and multi-professional crisis centre for women victims of family violence and their children, sexual and gender-based violence, and operates as a "one-stop-shop" providing integrated services for victims and their children. 
TRAINING OF PROFΕSSIONALS 
19.
Professionals working with children, such as teachers, police, social services, receive continuous training on domestic violence, gender crimes, violence against women, child abuse, trafficking, gender equality, risk assessment. The training promotes skills among children, parents and teachers on how to deal with the information and communication environment that provides access to degrading sexual or violent content. 
SCHOOL VIOLENCE 

20.
Preventing school violence has always been a priority. The National Strategy for Preventing and addressing School Violence, introduced in 2018, aims to prevent and address bullying and violence in schools. Good practices are evaluated and awarded for visibility and outreach purposes. The School Violence Intervention Team provides direct cooperation and support to school units across Cyprus to manage and deal with serious, recurrent incidents and/or phenomena of extreme deviant behaviour, exhibited by a pupil or groups of pupils within the school premises. The Team has a holistic approach to inclusive education, based on strong co-operation between different stakeholders, and this includes pupils’ learning as well as their mental and physical well-being.
DEPUTY MINISTRY OF SOCIAL WELFARE 
21.
In July 2021, the Deputy Ministry of Social Welfare was created to ensure social cohesion, social solidarity and a decent standard of living, as well as to provide social protection, fight against social exclusion, promote the interests of individuals, families and communities and promote equal opportunities. To further improve social welfare and the social services network, the Government started restructuring and modernising Social Welfare Services. 
FAMILY LAW 

22.
Reforming the Family Law is before the Parliament. The aim is to ensure equal treatment of parents after the dissolution of marriage or partnership and full respect for the rights of children. The bills are child-centered, safeguarding the rights of the child not to be estranged from one parent and to resolve family disputes quickly in line with Article 9. 
23.
In 2017, the Parliament passed a bill on family mediation and currently is in the process of passing implementing Regulations. 
CHILDREN AND HEALTH 
24.
The 2019 implementation of Cyprus’ General Health System has ensured that all children, regardless of legal status, have access to health care services in line with Article 24. The General Health System covers chronic, rare and serious conditions and free preventive dental care. Furthermore, it provides life-long financial protection to all beneficiaries even for unexpected and costly healthcare needs. All children enrolled in the System register with a paediatrician of their choice. Free access is provided to children who are non-beneficiaries, such as children of undocumented migrants.
25.
Cyprus promotes and supports breastfeeding via the multidisciplinary National Breastfeeding Committee established in 2018. Any attempt to prevent a mother from breastfeeding in public is a criminal offence. 
26.
A newborn screening programme is being implemented, which provides free of charge screening tests to all new-borns.

27.
The School Health Service is mandated to ensure early detection, treatment and monitoring of health problems of children, the development of healthy attitudes and behaviours, the provision of a healthy environment at school and the prevention of communicable diseases. It also aims at early detection of child abuse, especially in children with disabilities through health screenings. 
EDUCATION AND CHILDREN 
28.
The Education Ministry is committed to safeguarding children’s rights by promoting various actions and activities, through a systematic, multi-dimensional approach. Its 2021-2023 Strategic Plan ensures the provision of learning opportunities to all pupils, through the implementation of an educational policy which embodies the values of equality, inclusiveness, creativity and innovation. The basic goal of the education system is to increase access to quality education and provide opportunities to all pupils through modernising teaching methods and approaches, designing and implementing modern developmental programmes and creating the infrastructure that can facilitate high quality education. 

TRAFFICKING

29.
Cyprus has made considerable progress by strengthening the national legal framework on trafficking in human beings. The 2019 amendment to the Anti-trafficking Law reinforced the prevention and prosecution framework of the Law and victim-protection. It has increased the penalties of the offences provided from 10 years to 25 years, and in case of child victims, the penalty is life imprisonment. More specifically, the penalty for human trafficking has been increased to a maximum 25 years. In the event that the aim is organ removal, or the trafficking victim is a child, the penalty has been raised to life imprisonment. 

MIGRATION AND ASYLUM 
30.
In the area of asylum, minors are considered vulnerable, and their needs are identified by specially trained officers. Identification and registration within the asylum procedure is a priority, aiming to promptly support and guide the minor, as also provided for by Article 22.  Significant developments include the establishment of the Screening and Assessment Vulnerability Process carried out according to EU guidelines. The improvement of reception conditions and the hosting of minors and their families. The interview of asylum-seeking unaccompanied children by specially trained officers is conducted in a child-friendly manner. Individual support is provided, based on age, sex, environment and other factors. There is a procedure ascertaining age with the consent of the child if there is a reasonable suspicion that he/she is not a minor. 

31.
Cyprus has experienced increased migration flows in 2021-2022. Screening procedures have been in place for unaccompanied minors. Social Services Officers (guardians) were appointed by the Social Welfare Services since 2020 in the First Reception Centre. Also, Institutional officers were appointed on a 24/7 basis, to support the minors accommodated in the safe zone of the camp. Following the screening phase, minors are transferred, either at a home specially designed for unaccompanied minors, to foster families or semi-independent living.
32.
Due to the overcrowding that result from the increased flows, minors are currently transferred to other temporary appropriate accommodations even prior to the completion of the procedures. 
33.
Unaccompanied minors are immediately taken under the care and guardianship of the Social Welfare Services, safeguarding access to health, education, accommodation, leisure time, based on the individual interests. 

34.
Cyprus prohibits the detention of migrant children. Regardless of a parent’s migratory status, children are entitled to their fundamental rights to health, education, and social care. Unaccompanied children or families with children are not held in detention. Since 2014, in the event of an arrest of a parent of a minor for following a decision for removal, the other parent is not detained. Where children are accompanied by a single parent, that parent is not detained. Though, voluntary return is of priority. 
35.
Children asylum seekers or minor members of families, and minors whom their parents have migratory status, benefit from integration measures, aiming to improve their social and educational inclusion, among others. New reception centres were also established and assistance is provided by governmental and non-governmental institutions and international organisations, such as the IOM-Country Office. This Office assists with voluntary return and reintegration or family reunification and of other initiatives. 

36.
Moreover, the Education Ministry gives special emphasis to the educational inclusion of asylum seekers and refugee children. Since September 2021 the "School and Social Inclusion Actions" programme has been expanded. Its aim is to mitigate the negative impact of the economic crisis, ensuring social welfare, enhancing social cohesion, improving learning outcomes, as well as reducing school failure and early school leaving. 
BUDGET-LINE

37. The Finance Ministry is in the process of reforming the budget structure. This is expected to be implemented soon with the aim to inter alia provide separate budget allocation for children in each Ministry.
COVID-19 PANDEMIC
38.
The COVID-19 pandemic affected all persons especially those in vulnerable situations, including children. Since the beginning of the pandemic, Cyprus has implemented a series of measures to support families and children to overcome this unprecedented crisis.  Measures have been taken based on a holistic approach by the Government, in all areas such as health, education, social services and finance, aiming to protect up and foremost, public health.
Madam Chair, 

39.
Cyprus is determined to continue its efforts to promote and further improve measures for the protection of children’s rights, despite the positive developments. 
40.
Our delegation will do our utmost, to address your concerns, in the constructive dialogue that will follow.

Thank you. 
6

