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Distinguished Chair and Committee members,

Excellencies, Friends and Colleagues,


On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is an honour for me to open the thirty-second session of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, all the more, since this is the first time that I have the opportunity to greet the entire Committee in session, even if only remotely. 

The High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, has asked me to convey to you her appreciation for your work and that of the treaty body system at large, in particular in this troubled context of COVID-19 pandemic. 

At the outset, allow me to welcome the seven new members who have joined the Committee in January 2020. Gender parity is a key objective of the UN system and it is hoped that in the future States parties achieve this collective commitment by nominating more female candidates for membership of the treaty body committees.  This session takes place online from today until the 16th of April with all public meetings being webcast on UN WebTV. This demonstrates the commitment of your Committee to uphold its important mandate for the promotion and protection of the human rights of all migrant workers and members of their families and to avoid a protection gap for the most vulnerable, despite the challenges posed by connecting virtually from different time zones spanning from Bangladesh to Mexico, resulting in limited meeting time available every day of your session. 
In particular, I salute your decision to hold, on an exceptional basis, a virtual constructive dialogue with Chile over the coming three days. I would also like to thank the Government of Chile for having agreed to this online review of its second periodic report. This will be the first-ever online dialogue by the Committee and I wish you the best of success for it.
Distinguished Experts, Ladies and Gentlemen,
The COVID-19 pandemic has forced all of us to adapt our methods of work to this new reality, which we all hope to surmount in the near future in order to enter the recovery phase of building back better. 
At its recently concluded 46th session, the Human Rights Council adopted a resolution on ensuring equitable, affordable, timely and universal access for all countries to vaccines in response to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, including migrants. 
In a similar vein, just a month ago, your Committee issued a Guidance Note on equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines for migrants
 – along with the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants, OHCHR as well as regional human rights experts, namely the Special Rapporteur on Refugees, Asylum Seekers, Internally Displaced Persons and Migrants of the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights; the Special Representative of the Secretary General on Migration and Refugees of the Council of Europe; and the Rapporteur on the Rights of Migrants of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. 
The Note urges, among other things, countries to provide equitable access to COVID-19 vaccination for all migrants and their families on a non-discriminatory basis, regardless of their nationality and migration status, and to ensure that vaccine prioritization within countries takes into account the vulnerabilities, risks and needs of those migrants who are most exposed and vulnerable to the virus. It also recommends targeted outreach to migrants to ensure that relevant information about COVID-19 vaccines is made available to them.
This initiative represents a formidable example of cooperation of international and regional human rights mechanisms and we look forward to similar collaborations in the future.
Distinguished Experts, Ladies and Gentlemen,
This Guidance Note follows another Guidance Note with a broader scope on the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the human rights of migrants in general, which was developed with foresight and published by your Committee and the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants in May 2020. Highlighting the vital contributions, which migrant workers provide to economies, and in particular, their role as a crucial workforce in many sectors contributing to the delivery of essential and frontline services during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Guidance Note urges countries to include all migrants, irrespective of their migration status, in any prevention, response and recovery plans and policies.

I am pleased to announce that on 24 and 30 March, the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the High Commissioner for Refugees have agreed respectively to participate through video message, alongside a number of celebrities and other UN principals, in the promotion campaign for the 23 guidelines contained in the two Guidance Notes. In the meantime, the Director General of IOM has also been approached to support the same promotion campaign.  

In terms of core-mandated activities, your Committee has managed to adopt lists of issues, lists of issues prior to reporting, and follow-up report letters during the inter-sessional period. You will adopt your annual report during this session. Your Committee has also continued work on a draft general comment on migrants’ rights to liberty and freedom from arbitrary detention, scheduled for adoption at this session. I wish to thank the many stakeholders – States parties, including national human rights institutions, international and regional human rights organizations, civil society, including migrants’ organizations and the academia – who engaged in the process. They and many others are keenly awaiting the publication of the general comment on such a pressing human rights issue for migrants.
Distingués experts, Mesdames et Messieurs,


Dans le cadre de la mise en œuvre de la vision des présidents, de la décision des deux comités concernant le cycle d'examen prévisible et dans le cadre du suivi des recommandations des co-facilitateurs de l'examen de la résolution 68/268 de l'Assemblée générale, l'élaboration d'un calendrier pour un cycle d'examen prévisible des réunions des organes conventionnels est d'une importance capitale.

    De plus, dans leur rapport, les co-facilitateurs de l'examen des organes conventionnels ont recommandé que le HCDH prépare, en coordination avec les organes de traités, une proposition de calendrier et une estimation des coûts pour les cycles d'examens prévisibles. Un tel calendrier devrait viser à maximiser les synergies entre les examens et tenir compte des contraintes de ressources des États parties, notamment celles des petits États, des petits États insulaires en développement (PEID) et des pays les moins avancés (PMA). Les co-facilitateurs ont également encouragé l'engagement des organes conventionnels avec les États dans les régions. 

Distingués experts, Mesdames et Messieurs,

         Les examens régionaux du Pacte mondial pour des migrations sûres, ordonnées et régulières sont en bonne voie. En tant que membre du Comité exécutif du Réseau des Nations Unies sur les migrations, le HCDH soutient les Etats et les parties prenantes dans la conclusion réussie des examens du point de vue des droits de l'homme. Votre Comité aura l'occasion de discuter de ce processus lors d'une réunion avec l'équipe Migration du HCDH au cours de cette session, en plus d'une discussion avec le Rapporteur spécial sur les droits de l'homme des migrants.
       J'ai été informé que vous avez préparé un document d'orientation sur l'alignement du Forum d’examen des migrations internationales et les examens dans les régions avec les normes internationales en matière de droits de l'homme. Notamment, votre prochaine observation générale portera sur la convergence de la Convention avec le Pacte mondial pour les migrations, en particulier l'harmonisation de la mise en œuvre du Pacte mondial avec les engagements des Etats parties pris dans la Convention.

        Nous espérons que le processus du Pacte mondial permettra également d'augmenter le nombre d'États parties à la Convention, les Fidji en 2019 et le Togo en 2020 ayant été les derniers États à la ratifier. Je vous encourage à poursuivre votre engagement actif auprès du Réseau des Nations Unies sur les migrations pour atteindre cet objectif.


Pour conclure, je vous souhaite une session des plus réussies et je me réjouis de pouvoir tous vous rencontrer en personne dès que les conditions le permettront.

_____________

� https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26860&LangID=E
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