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Introduction:
The Iranian Elite Research Center established in 1999. The Institute is a non-governmental organization in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council since 2005. 
Main Goals of the Institute:
· Research in the field of sustainable development
· Carrying out group humanitarian activities for international peace
· Supporting and promoting the culture of peace and human respect
· Movement towards the promotion of international human rights
The Iranian Elite Research Center welcomes the opportunity to make a written contribution to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in the 139th session of the Human Rights Committee taking place between 9 October – 3 November 2023. This submission examines civil and political rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and emphasizes on the right to education, health, and the amendment of protection laws for refugees. The Center emphasizes host countries that work with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to provide life-saving humanitarian assistance and safeguard the rights and well-being of refugees, and asylum seekers, should be supported by the United Nations.

The situation of immigrants and refugees in Iran
Millions of people have been forced to flee their own countries due to war, violence, and their devastating consequences, as well as other emergency situations around the world. Meanwhile, Afghanistan is one of the countries that have faced a situation where a large number of citizens left their homeland to seek better living conditions outside the country for many years, especially in neighboring countries, Iran.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the past four decades, Iran has hosted the world's largest refugee community; in a situation where the Iranians were engaged in an eight-year imposed war and its consequences, as well as unilateral and brutal US sanctions, but due to their humanitarian approach, they were not willing to stop providing their aid and services to the refugees. Refugees have always been treated like other Iranian citizens and have enjoyed an honorable life, including employment and education, in urban and rural areas within the Iranian population, not in some special camps.


Educational services for refugee children
According to the landmark decree of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 2015, all children, regardless of their legal status, should have access to education and be enrolled in schools. Since then, an incredible opportunity to integrate undocumented Afghan children into formal schools has been created and many immigrants and refugees have been provided with the opportunity to access basic education as well as extensive and unprecedented services.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Landmark decree of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran] 

According to the documents, in the field of the right to education, foreigners have always been treated on the basis of equality and fairness without any discrimination. Students with valid residency documents can register and continue their studies at different kinds of schools, including public schools, private schools, magnet schools, etc. at all levels of education up to the diploma level. Finally, refugee children have had the opportunity to study like Iranian students.
It is prohibited to separate foreign students from Iranian students. In addition to providing Afghan immigrant children and teenagers with the same educational facilities as Iranian students, efforts have been made to ensure that there is no difference or discrimination between Iranian and Afghan students in Iran[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Registration Process of foreign students in Iranian schools] 

According to statistics, there are 614,199 male and female students enrolled in 35,000 schools in the SIDA system. 144,226 students study in Tehran, which has the largest number of non-Iranian students[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Etamad newspaper, number 5512 (30 June 1402)] 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 22,671 tablets were provided to refugee students through international and domestic organizations to benefit from the “Shad” platform[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  Mid-term Universal Periodic Review Report on the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Human Rights Achievements in Light of U.P.R Recommendations-Third Cycle (2020-2021)] 

According to statistics, the number of foreign students in Iran in 2019 has reached 44,350, among which Afghan students are the first rank of foreign students in Iran (46% of foreign students)[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  Iran Migration outlook 2021  ] 



Health services for refugees
According to Clause 5, Part B, Article 70 of the Sixth Development Plan of Iran, health insurance coverage is mandatory for foreigners living in the country, including refugees approved by the Bureau for Aliens and Foreign Immigrants Affairs[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  The Sixth 5-year National Development Plan] 

Iran is one of the few countries in the world that covers refugees under a health insurance program, similar to the one enjoyed by Iranians. 170,000 refugees were covered by health insurance by 2020[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5421489/] 

Iran provides all legal and illegal immigrants with free mental health, social, and addiction services by registering a special identification code.
During the Corona pandemic, as part of the national vaccination program for COVID-19, refugees were vaccinated for free at the same time as Iranians[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  https://www.unicef.org/iran/] 


Approval and amendment of laws to protect refugee children
Approval of the "Regulation on Granting Citizenship to Children from the Marriage of Iranian Women with Foreign Men according to which, the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran allows children born to Iranian women and non-Iranian men to acquire Iranian nationality, regardless of whether they are born on Iranian territory. Even children under 18 years old will be able to obtain Iranian citizenship if their Iranian mothers file the application and those who are 18 and above can apply for Iranian nationality themselves. 

Bureau for Aliens and Foreign Immigrants Affairs website
As of February 13, 2019, there were 86,558 cases, including 5,3761 children under 18 years old and 32,797 people over 18 years old pre-registered on the website of the Bureau for Aliens and Foreign Immigrants Affairs, of which: 12,950 cases have been filed and about 7,450 cases have been sent to the relevant authorities to the authorities for investigation.
From the start of this regulation until the second half of 2020, 96,970 people registered on the website of the General Department of Foreigners and Immigrants and issued birth certificates to 6,923 people.
From the beginning of this regulation until the second half of 2020, 96,970 people registered on the website of the Bureau for Aliens and Foreign Immigrants Affairs, and 6,923 birth certificates were issued[footnoteRef:9].  [9:  Mid-term Universal Periodic Review Report on the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Human Rights Achievements in Light of U.P.R Recommendations Third Cycle (2020-2021)] 

Providing accommodation services and facilitating the departure of children of non-Iranian citizens to the Migration Police Department through the commissariat
It is worth mentioning that Iran does not detain children under 15 years old of illegal foreigners and puts them in camps for deportation from the country.

The reaction of international authorities in refugee affairs to Iran's situation
· Mrs. Ina Gladkova, the temporary deputy representative of the United Nations High Commission in Iran, stated that the commissioner applauds the Government of Iran’s commitment to ensuring refugees and asylum seekers get the essential healthcare they need within the national system.
· Ms.Irina Kerniak, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees, expressed gratitude for the Iranian government's cooperation and considered her presence in Iran a valuable experience; She also mentioned that she is aware of the valuable services of the Islamic Republic of Iran to refugees residing in Iran under the harsh conditions of sanctions and the coronavirus pandemic in the fields of education, livelihood and medical assistance, especially refugee patients infected with coronavirus and vaccination plans for refugees[footnoteRef:10].  [10:  Bureau for Aliens and Foreign Immigrants Affairs 2020
 https://ostan-es.ir/daftar/atba/418/ ] 

· Mrs. Ivo Friesen, the representative of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, announced that Iran has been welcoming immigrants and refugees for a long time and has achieved very good results in this field; we have always said that Iran has a positive approach towards refugees, which is commendable, and we are proud to support Iran's activities[footnoteRef:11]. [11:  https://iran.un.org/fa/197800 ] 


Recommendation:
While appreciating the actions and efforts of the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in providing exceptional assistance to immigrants and refugees, we request that Iran continue to develop human services for refugees, especially children, and pursue the following actions:
· Protecting, promoting, and respecting the rights of immigrants and refugees, especially those under 18 years of age, 
· Development of educational support measures for immigrant and refugee students,
· Exchanging best practices with other countries in the field of immigrant and refugees’ services,
· Ensuring that all refugee women and children continue to enjoy their right to health,
· Educating immigrants and refugees to empower them to facilitate their return to their own countries,
· Ensuring the right to move and reside freely within the territory of the IRI and effective access to public services and economic opportunities, 
· Taking measures to eliminate discrimination, exploitation and abuse, violence, and racism targeting immigrants and refugees,
· Facilitating the activity license issuance of the NGOs in the field of refugee protection at national and international levels.
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