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Information Note for National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) and 
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) 

42nd session (28 May to 12 June 2026)

Subject to change


I.	Consideration of reports submitted by States Parties 

The Committee on Migrant Workers will hold its 42nd session in Geneva, Switzerland, from Thursday, 28 May to Friday 12 June 2026. 

[bookmark: _Hlk187854483]During the 42nd session, the Committee will consider the fourth periodic report of Ecuador (CMW/C/ECU/4), the second periodic report of Ghana (CMW/C/GHA/2), and the initial report of The Gambia (CMW/C/GMB/1).

The constructive dialogue between Ecuador and the Committee will take place on Monday, 1 June 2026 from 15:00 to 18:00 and on Tuesday, 2 June 2026 from 15:00 to 18:00 (CET - Geneva time).

The constructive dialogue between Ghana and the Committee will take place on Tuesday, 2 June 2026 from 10:00 to 13:00 and on Wednesday, 3 June 2026 from 10:00 to 13:00 (CET - Geneva time). 

The constructive dialogue between The Gambia and the Committee will take place on Thursday, 4 June 2026 from 15:00 to 18:00 and on Friday, 5 June 2026 from 15:00 to 18:00 (CET - Geneva time).

The interactive dialogues will all be publicly webcasted on UN Web TV: https://media.un.org/en/webtv/

[bookmark: _Hlk187854572][bookmark: _Hlk187854533]The Committee will adopt a list of issues in relation to the second periodic report of Lesotho under the traditional procedure as well as lists of issues prior to reporting under the simplified reporting procedure for the third periodic report of Guatemala, and the second periodic report of Guyana with respect to the implementation of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.

The Committee will also adopt a report in relation to its assessment of a State Partys’ report on follow-up to concluding observations concerning Burkina Faso (CMW/C/BFA/FCO/2).






II.	Documentation 

[bookmark: _Hlk90473450]The reports of Ecuador, Ghana and The Gambia, the provisional agenda (CMW/C/42/1), the programme of work and other documents pertaining to the session will be made available online at: 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=2924&Lang=en 

III.	Venue 

[bookmark: _Hlk90473632]	The 42nd session of the Committee will take place in the First Floor Conference Room at Palais Wilson. The treaty bodies have returned to the practice of in-person sessions, with full in-person participation of treaty body experts, States Parties’ delegations and other external stakeholders. It is expected that external stakeholders will be accredited to access the meeting room in-person.

All public meetings of the 42nd session of the Committee will be webcasted at UN Web TV.

IV.	NHRIs and CSOs submissions 

[bookmark: _Hlk90473854]The Committee welcomes representatives of NHRIs and national and international CSOs to provide information on the implementation of the Convention by Ecuador, Ghana, and The Gambia as well as Guatemala, Guyana, Lesotho and Burkina Faso, especially information related to the implementation of all or selected recommendations contained in the respective concluding observations. 

The submission should try to address as briefly and precisely as possible the main human rights issues arising under the articles of the Convention affecting migrant workers and members of their families in the State Party concerned, as well as migrant workers and members of their families from that State Party who live abroad. It should also address the measures taken by the State Party to increase an effective and convergent protection of the rights of migrants through the Convention and the Global Compact for Migration (GCM), comprehensive public policies for addressing and eradicating xenophobia and their impact on the rights of migrant workers, their families and other non-nationals (or those perceived as such) who are affected by racial and other - intersecting - forms of discrimination, the adverse effects of environmental degradation and climate change, the human rights protection of migrants in situation of vulnerabilities, including irregular and stranded migrants, decriminalization of irregular migration, the respect of the rights of migrants to liberty and security and freedom from arbitrary detention as well as alternative measures to detention, among others. 

Furthermore, written submissions should be prepared with a view to assisting the Committee in formulating targeted conclusions and recommendations, lists of issues, and/or  lists of issues prior to reporting, in identifying the central issues to be addressed during the constructive dialogue with the State Party (see the link for the template for submissions by stakeholders at the end of the note). 



Please note that all NHRI and CSO written submissions should:
· Be submitted through the CMW online submission system at https://events.ohchr.org/
· Identify the full name of the NHRI/CSO (in the title of the submission);
· Indicate the country to which the information relates (in the title of the submission);
· Indicate whether the submission can be posted on the webpage of the CMW for public information purposes;
· Anonymize the names of alleged victims, witnesses and perpetrators referred to in the submission by replacing them with initials and ensure that no photographs of alleged victims, witnesses or perpetrators are included;
· Not exceed 3, 500 words (7, 000 words in case of joint submissions by two or more CSOs or NGO coalitions). Please note that footnotes are counted for the word limit;
· Be drafted in one of the three working languages of the CMW Committee (English, French, or Spanish) and submitted in Word format for accessibility.

Written submissions must be received no later than 28 April 2026. However, late submissions will still be accepted by the Committee to the extent possible.

V.	Meetings with NHRIs and CSOs

	The Committee will set aside time at its 42nd session for NHRIs and CSOs to orally provide country-specific information in respect of the consideration of the periodic reports of Ecuador,  Ghana and The Gambia, as well as in respect of the list of issues prior to reporting concerning the third periodic report of Guatemala, the second periodic report of Guyana, the list of issues in relation to the second periodic report of Lesotho, and the assessment report in relation to the follow up report of Burkina Faso.

A briefing in public meeting concerning Burkina Faso, Ecuador, Ghana, Guatemala, Guyana, Lesotho and The Gambia is scheduled for Thursday, 28 May 2026, from approximately 11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (CET – Geneva time). This meeting with NHRIs and CSOs follows the adoption of the session agenda in public meeting.

	Please note that, as of 22 January 2024, the United Nations Office at Geneva has ceased servicing all hybrid or virtual meetings on any platform, system, or tool. NHRI and CSO representatives who wish to make oral statements can either participate in this meeting in person or send a pre-recorded video message to the Secretariat of the Committee to be played during the public meeting (see Quick guide for recording video messages). 

Oral interventions by NHRIs and CSOs

	NHRIs/CSOs making oral statements should note that their interventions should typically not exceed 5 minutes in the case of the review of States Parties’ reports by the Committee and lists of issues/lists of issues prior to reporting and not exceed 3 minutes in the case of the assessment of follow-up reports by the Committee. More or less time may be provided by the Chair of the CMW Committee depending upon the number of speakers. Should the assigned meeting time not suffice, NHRI and CSO representatives may be asked by the Chair to reply to the Committee’s questions in writing after the public meeting and/or are advised to take advantage of the possibility of informal briefings with the Country Rapporteurs of the Committee in closed meeting (see below VII.).

	Representatives from NHRIs and CSOs are requested to confirm their intention to brief the Committee during the public formal meeting with NHRIs and CSOs through the CMW online submission system (https://events.ohchr.org/), at the time of submission of written information, with relevant contact details.  

	Participants who wish to brief the Committee by video message will be provided with detailed guidelines for the recording of their video message in addition to the written guidance mentioned above.

NHRIs and CSOs should also provide the Secretariat of the CMW Committee with an electronic copy (in PDF and Word formats for accessibility reasons) at ohchr-cmw@un.org of their oral statements/talking points by Friday, 22 May 2026 at the latest, for interpretation purposes.  

VI.	Registration
NHRI and CSO representatives who wish to attend in-person any public sessions of the Committee are required to register individually online on Indico:
https://indico.un.org/event/1017991/  
A User Guide for conference participants is available at: https://indicohelp.unog.ch/  
Registrations will be open from 28 April to 5 June 2026.
New digital badging system
Conference participants will receive a digital badge consisting of their photo, a QR code and the name and date of the conference. The digital badge will be sent to each participant by email once they have been accredited by the conference organizer. Once downloaded to a mobile phone or any mobile device, the digital badge will enable faster entry to the Palais Wilson by dispensing with the time needed to create a ‘physical’ badge. Participants can also print their digital badge and the QR code will work the same way.

On the day of the meeting, properly registered applicants will be required to present their digital badge and a valid passport or government issued ID (with photo) to the Security team at Palais Wilson (52 rue des Pâquis, Geneva, Switzerland). Hours of operation are from 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

All participants are responsible for making their own arrangements relating to travel and accommodations as well as visas to enter Switzerland. The Secretariat of CMW does not provide assistance in this regard and is not in a position to provide letters to the authorities of Switzerland for purposes of obtaining a visa. 
VII.	Informal briefings with the Committee

In line with the Committee’s decision 31/3 taken at its 31st session to provide NHRIs, and CSOs, including migrants’ organizations, with the option of not attending the public informal meeting of the Committee on States Parties to be reviewed during the respective session held during its first meeting, NHRIs and CSOs wishing to provide country-specific information, may also organize remote private briefings of 45 minutes each for the Country Rapporteurs:

· On Thursday, 28 May 2026, from approximately 18:15 to 19:00 (CET – Geneva time), in relation to Ecuador.
· On Friday, 29 May 2026, from approximately 14:00 to 14:45 (CET - Geneva time) in relation to Ghana.
· On Monday, 1 June 2026, from approximately 14:00 to 14:45 (CET - Geneva time) in relation to The Gambia.

Representatives from NHRIs and CSOs must confirm their intention to brief the Committee during an informal private meeting through the CMW online submission system (https://events.ohchr.org/), at the time of submission of written information, with relevant contact details.  

VIII.	Photographing, filming, recording, dissemination of audio-visual materials and webcasting

The unauthorized filming, recording and dissemination of audio-visual materials during the 42nd session is prohibited.
Accredited media representatives have the right to film and take pictures at the beginning and the end of public meetings of the Committee. They are required to wear their press badge issued by UNOG at all times when inside the Palais Wilson. Their accreditation can be withdrawn in case of misuse.
In addition, accredited media representatives as well as photographers or camera teams hired by State party delegations have the right to film the introductory and closing remarks of the Head of delegation. Private group pictures may be taken before or after the public meeting subject to the consent of the persons photographed or filmed.
Other than that, photographing and filming is not allowed in the meeting room of the Committee. Cases of misuse should be brought to the attention of the Security and Safety Service and/or the UN Information Service, which can follow-up on written complaints only.
IX.    Allegations of intimidation or reprisals

NGO representatives have the right of unhindered access to and to communicate with the Committee and its members for the effective implementation of the Committee’s mandate. Individuals or groups of individuals facing intimidation or reprisals for seeking to cooperate or cooperating with the Committee, or their representatives, can inform the Rapporteur on reprisals and alternate Rapporteur on reprisals appointed by the Committee of any alleged incident of intimidation or reprisals. Such complaints should be sent electronically to ohchr-cmw@un.org, copy to ohchr-reprisals@ohchr.org.


X.     Additional Information

For further information about the treaty bodies in general, specific information on CMW and on the participation and role of NHRIs, CSOs and United Nations specialized agencies and other bodies with respect to the State reporting procedure, please consult the following links:  
· https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/cmw  
· https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/cmw/information-civil-society-non-governmental-organizations-national-human-rights-institutions (Here you can also subscribe to e-mail updates if you would like to stay informed about UN human rights activities and developments)   
· Statement on the Committee’s relationship with CSOs: http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW/C/21/2&Lang=en
· Statement on the Committee’s relationship with NHRIs: http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT/CMW/STA/8065&Lang=en 
· Guidelines for submission of reports by United Nations specialized agencies and other bodies: 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2f1&Lang=en
· Template for UN Agencies, NHRIs and CSOs to provide information on a State party to the Committee: tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2fCMW%2fINF%2f29%2f27229&Lang=en 
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