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From the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children, May 2019
This briefing provides an update on the legality of corporal punishment of children in Mauritania in light of the state party’s reply to the list of issues. Corporal punishment is still lawful in every setting, including the home, in alternative care and day care settings, in schools, in penal institutions and as a sentence for a crime.
We hope the Committee will recommend, in its concluding observations on Mauritania’s second state party report, that legislation is enacted to prohibit all corporal punishment of children, however light, in all settings including the home and as a sentence for a crime, as a matter of priority.


1 Mauritania’s reply to the List of issues
1.1 Mauritania’s reply to the list of issues (CCPR/C/MRT/Q/2/Add.1) misleadingly reports that the new Child Protection Code prohibits all corporal punishment of children, highlighting specifically provisions against torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment (articles 79 and 80 of the Code).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  30 April 2019, CCPR/C/MRT/Q/2/Add.1, Reply to list of issues, paras. 51 and 58] 

1.2 These articles in fact protect children from some but not all forms of corporal punishment. The Code does not include an explicit prohibition of corporal punishment as such and there is no indication that “cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment” would be interpreted as encompassing ‘lighter’ forms of corporal punishment. 
1.3 Since the adoption of the Code, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has examined Mauritania, expressing concern over the continued legality and acceptance of corporal punishment of children and recommending that Mauritania enact legislation explicitly prohibiting corporal punishment in all settings.[footnoteRef:3] A similar recommendation was also made by the National Commission for Human Rights.[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  11 October 2018, CRC/C/MRT/CO/3-5 Advance unedited version, Concluding observations on third/fifth report, para. 25]  [4:  [September 2018], Submission of the National Commission for Human Rights to the Committee on the Rights of the Child] 
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