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INTRODUCTION
About Independent life-Development & Support Center
The present shadow report was prepared by the DPO Independent life-Development and Support Center. This DPO was established in Baku in December 2004, to support the growth of persons with disabilities, to lend them assistance and in solving social problems and providing equal opportunities for them.
Our mission is to achieve full inclusion of people with disabilities in all aspects of society and improve their quality of life in the following ways:
-Changing negative attitudes and stereotypes that exist in society towards people with disabilities.

-improving the efficiency of public organizations of disabled persons.

-assisting  people with disabilities and their families to acquire the skills and knowledge necessary to participate fully in public life and  to gain access to inclusive education and employment.

-training of specialists, civil servants, parents, students, employers and other members of the society about disability in order to overcome the physical and psychological barriers faced by people with disabilities.
Our DPO cooperates with more than 50 community organizations from regions of  Azerbaijan and countries of the CIS. As a result of the joint activities of the organizations, young people with disabilities have obtained the opportunity to become full members of society, public awareness about people with disabilities has been increased, inclusive education and equal access to the labor market has successfully been promoted, efficiency of organizations of disabled persons is increasing.  For the past 9 years "Independent Life"  and its partners have helped more than 20,000 people with disabilities and their families, and more than one thousand civil servants and education specialists participated in various seminars and events. 

Today our DPO "Independent Life"  cooperates with more than 10 companies having reached agreements with them on the employment of young persons with disabilities.
About the structure of the present report
The structure of the present reports follows the paragraphs of the initial report of the State party. This was done to make it easier for the Committee members to see and compare, what the state says it did, and how it looks like the situation in the reality in Azerbaijan. In doing so, we have been carefully to touch upon only the most evident facts which are beyond doubts and be easily verified by the Committee itself, if it is given an opportunity by the Government of Azerbaijan to pay a visit to our country. The report is therefore separated by two blocks. On the lift side is the information as provided by Azerbaijan, and on the right side we have placed our comments on that information. While in some few cases we provide general comments, in most cases we have provided comments on specific paragraphs which represent the main point that the government is making for an article of the Convention. For example on education issues, the government essentially tries to prove that it has already in place inclusive education. To this we make one simple comment, the essence of which is that no such inclusive education exists in Azerbaijan. Even our DPOs/NGOs protests that the government should have included a word about this in the new law of Azerbaijan were left dead letter. This remains to be done. 
In this review we have also covered most of the articles of the Convention, and those which from our point of view are essential for the realization of the elementary rights of persons with disabilities in Azerbaijan. It is on them that the Government needs to concentrate its attention if it wants indeed to implement the Convention in Azerbaijan, as it has pledged to do. We do hope that the government with the help of the recommendations of the Committee will follow up on its own commitments and work together with civil society organizations to implement in full the Convention in our country.

We would like to take this opportunity also to acknowledge the support and expert advice provided by Disability Council International for the preparation and submission of the present report, and the financial support to enable one representative of our community to travel to Geneva and brief the Committee about our situation as persons with disabilities in Azerbaijan.



 
 Articles 1 to 4 Convention (the purpose, definitions, general obligations)

….
	Extracts from the initial Report of the Government of Azerbaijan to the CRPD Committee

Para.3. According to the Article 2 of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On prevention of disabilities and impaired health of children and rehabilitation and social protection of the disabled and children with impaired health” category of the disabled persons include people in need of social assistance and protection because of mental or physical defects arisen from birth, sickness or injury. According to the law an expression of “disabled” in respect to children was replaced with the word “children with impaired health”. Children with impaired health under 18 are considered, children in need of social assistance and protection because of their limited life activities as a result of sicknesses, mental and physical defects interrupting their normal development. Limitation of life activities of disabled persons or children with impaired health displays itself as a total or partial loss of self-service, mobility, orientation, communication, control of behaviour, as well as education and employment skills. 

4. According to the legislation limitation of life activities of persons of disabilities reflects itself in a total or partial loss of self-service, mobility, orientation, communication, control of behaviour and employment skills. Also the legislation considers prevention of limitations of life activities of the persons with disabilities and their economic, social and legal protection ensuring equal opportunities for disabled persons as citizens of the society.  

5.According to the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan everyone is equal before the law and justice. The state guarantees equality of rights and freedom of everyone. 
6.According to the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on “On prevention of disabilities and impaired health of children and rehabilitation and social protection of the disabled and children with impaired health” persons with disabilities and children with impaired health have all socio-economic, political, personal rights and freedom given in the Declaration on Rights of the Disabled Persons approved by the General Assembly of the UN, Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Law and other legislation. Discrimination is prohibited and pursued by law. Protection of freedom and legal interests of the disabled persons and children with impaired health is ensured by the state in court or other manner defined by law. Officials or other citizens guilty of violating their rights shall be liable in extent of material, disciplinary, administrative and criminal liabilities considered in law. 
7.The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, dated on October 2, 2008 # 686-IIIQ and the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Ratification of Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, dated on October 2, 2008 # 687-IIIQ define tasks for protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, non -discrimination towards them, equality before the law, rehabilitation, increasing their potential, social protection and integration to the society.

8. According to the information of the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of Population (MoLSPP) there are 400587 persons with disabilities in the country in October 1, 2010. 186444 of them are women. The number of children till age of 18 with impaired health is 57999.   

9. A Working Group for coordination of implementation of the provisions of the Convention has been established in the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of the Population consisting from representatives of relevant state agencies and non-governmental organizations of the disabled persons. The main responsibility of the Working Group is to ensure appropriate reflection and implementation of provisions on protection of rights of disables persons, in line with the Convention, in action plans and development strategy of their representative agencies. 

10.The Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan considers comments and suggestions of the disabled persons during development of legislative basis and programs in direction of application of the Convention. At the same time, relevant state agencies are carrying out joint projects in cooperation with different profiled organizations of the persons of disabilities in direction of implementation of the Convention. 


	 “Independent Life” -Development & Support Center – 
COMMENTS on para.  3 - In the cited national document clearly emerges the medical approach to disability.
 
Although the Convention does not contain a definition of disability or persons with disabilities in the strict sense, it defines some contours of the term "disability" and its relevance to the Convention.
 In the preamble it is clearly supported the social approach to disability, usually referred to as social model of 
Disability, through the recognition that the "disability – is an evolving notion and that disability is the result of interaction, which occurs between the impairments  in human beings and  the environmental and attitudinal barriers which prevents their full and

effective participation in society on an equal footing with the other".
The direct link made to the barriers, which are external to the human being as a determinant of disability, represents an important step in the direction towards building a notion, which correctly equates disability to the availability functional limitations.
Accordingly Article 1 states: "persons with disabilities include those with persistent physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal footing with the other".
  From this point of view, the full participation of persons with disabilities in the life of society, whether it be for work, going to school, visiting a doctor or participation in the elections, may be limited or blocked not in force of the fact that they are persons with disabilities, but due to the various types of barriers, which may include environmental barriers, but also in some other cases, legislation and policies.
 For people with physical disabilities these barriers may include the uneven terrain, steps, heavy door and narrow passageways. For example, the person, on a wheelchair may be deprived of the opportunity to attend a meeting, if the door to the meeting room if it is too narrow for the wheelchair or if in the building there is no ramp or lift. The lack of or inadequate standards for accessibility in building codes can also be equivalent barrier.
The Convention does not exclude the use of definitions in

national legislation, and, what is more important, such definitions may be particularly necessary in certain sectors, such as employment or social security. 
However, in doing so, it is important to ensure that such definitions reflect the social model of disability, as set forth in the Convention, and therefore, it is important to reconsider the definitions based on a list or description of illness or functional impairments of the human being.
We recommend that:

 changes are made in national legislation :

 (a) in order to reflect in it that discrimination may be based on the mental, intellectual, sensory or physical impairments of a human being; 
(b) to set in it the social model by describing disability as
A result of the interaction between a person with impaired health and external barriers; 
(c) to ensure that the main emphasis was placed not on the classification of the various types of disability, and on the ban of discrimination on the basis of those types of disability and the promotion of equality.

COMMENTS on para. 8- There is no single database of persons with disabilities in the country. And therefore, there is no accurate statistical information on the number of people with disabilities, in general terms or in the more specific categories (for blind, deaf, wheelchair bond, with intellectual disabilities, etc.)
COMMENTS on para. 9. It is true that such a Working Group (a Civil Society Council) was indeed established in the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection of the Population of the Republic of Azerbaijan, but in the governing Board of this working Group, individual persons with disabilities or their organizations are not represented. Also in this Working Group there are 4 working groups. And yes, representatives of disability NGOs are represented there, but they do not have a casting vote.
By acting in this way the Government is therefore violating the main principle of participation and the main motto of persons with disabilities and the organizations representing them, «nothing about us without us".  (The composition of the members of this working Group (Civil Society Council) can be seen  in the website of the ministry at  http://www.mlspp.gov.az/ru/pages/174)

COMMENTS on para. 10 – With this we can agree. Indeed after the adoption of the Convention the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan has been considering the comments and proposals of persons with disabilities in the course of the development of new laws and option of program for the implementation of the Convention. At the same time, there has been an interest of relevant government agencies, in the implementation of joint projects, in collaboration with the various organizations of persons with disabilities towards the implementation of the Convention. To be more accurate this work started in 2012. In this connection it merits special mention the adoption of the law on "public procurement for social purposes".
 However, the main problem is that there are no mechanisms in place for monitoring implementation of the existing laws. What happens then is that the laws are not implemented, even if they exist. 
 




 
 Article 5 - Equality and the absence of discrimination 

…..
	14. According to the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan everyone is equal before law and justice. The state ensures equality of everyone’s rights and freedom. According to the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on “On prevention of disabilities and impaired health of children and rehabilitation and social protection of the disabled and children with impaired health” persons with disabilities and children with impaired health have all socio-economic, political, personal rights and freedom given in the Declaration on Rights of the Disabled Persons approved by the General Assembly of the UN, Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Law and other legislation. Discrimination is prohibited and pursued by law. Protection of freedom and legal interests of the disabled persons and children with impaired health is ensured by the state in court or other manner defined by law. Officials or other citizens guilty of violating their rights shall be liable in extent of material, disciplinary, administrative and criminal liabilities considered in law.
In accordance with article 16 of the labor code of the Azerbaijani Republic of benefits, privileges and additional protection in the area of labor relations for persons with disabilities, minors under the age of 18 years, and all those, who needs to be in the social protection should not be considered as discrimination.
	COMMENTS on para. 14- By the law, any person has the right to make use of his/her social rights. In practice, however, the implementation of these rights is often hampered by numerous obstacles. In some places the majority of persons with disabilities do not even know their own rights. And public authorities, or educational institutions (primary and secondary schools, higher educational institutions) are not doing anything to inform persons with disabilities about their rights. In some cases, for a variety of reasons (vulnerability, shame, fear of excessive costs, etc. ) families, (father, mother, other close relatives) with members who are persons with disabilities, keep their relatives who are persons with at home, hiding (concealing/absconding) then from other people. In so doing, such families create situations in which persons with disabilities feel they are the ones blame for something, they feel like they are a burden or a source of shame to their families, and prefer to stay at home, than to try to take advantage of their rights.

The geography of the country, the unequal development of its basic infrastructure also has played an important role in the building all sorts of physical obstacles and barriers for persons with disabilities; whether they are caused by a distance between cities, topography or climatic conditions. Moreover, having in mind the insufficiency of public or private transport that is accessible to persons with disabilities, such obstacles and barriers very often lead even more to isolation and dependence of persons with disabilities. 

For persons with disabilities living in rural areas for example, the distance to places of services, access to public or private transport, and the lack of public services (social, health, educational or training) in the vicinity are often insurmountable barriers, resulting in the fact that persons with disabilities can no longer enjoy even the most basic social rights. 



 
 
Article 6 - women with disabilities                  
   …….

	18. According to the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan men and women have equal rights and freedom. The state guarantees everyone’s rights and freedom regardless of their gender and limiting citizens’ rights and freedom because of their gender is forbidden by law. 

19. It should be noted that, constitutional norms establishing equality were further improved with additions and amendments to the Constitutions in March 18, 2009. Thus, with additions to the Article 25 (Right of Equality) no one may be granted allowances or privileges, or deprived from granting allowances and privileges on the basis of their gender or other status. Equal rights of everyone are guaranteed in relation with decision making agencies on rights and responsibilities, and state agencies in charge of government authorities.

20.The most important activity carried out in direction of protection of women’s rights was adoption of the Law “On insuring gender (man and woman) equality” in October 10, 2006, which is the fundamental document in this field. The objective of the document is insuring gender equality by prevention of all forms of gender discrimination and creating equal opportunities for men and women in political, economic, social, cultural and in other fields of life. 
21.A State Committee on Family, Woman and Child Problems was established in the basis of the State Committee on Women Problems in line with the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan in February 6, 2006. The committee is the central executive power for implementing regulations and state policy on family, woman and child problems. 
22.Activities for protection of women’s rights, together with other rights were reflected, in the “National Action Plan for protection of human rights in the Republic of Azerbaijan” (NAP) approved by the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan in December 28, 2006. NAP considers strengthening fight against violence, providing measures for protection of rights of victims, ensuring necessary compensations, rehabilitation, medical and psychological help, and organizing wide awareness-raising campaigns in this field. 

23.“Complex Program for fight against daily violence in a democratic society” was approved by the Cabinet of Ministers in January 25, 2007, for a systematic organization of fight against daily violence in the Republic of Azerbaijan in line with international principals and national legislation.

24. As a continuation of the work in this area Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan adopted a Law “On prevention of domestic violence” dated June 22, 2010. This law identifies and regulates measures for prevention of negative legal, medical and social consequences of violence committed through abuse of close relative relationship, joint residence and previous joint residence, and social protection of victims of violence, provision with legal assistance, as well as measures in direction of prevention of such cases. 


	COMMENTS on para 18. An essential prerequisite and a means of ensuring that women with disabilities have equal opportunities with other citizens to participate in the life of society is the formation of an accessible environment for living. 
Problems are particularly felt by those categories of women with such disabilities as: women on wheelchairs (with musculoskeletal disorders), women with visual impairments.
Why is there a problem? In the first place, it is possible to speak about the physical limitations, or the isolation women with disabilities, - this is due to either physical or sensory impairments (hearing or visually impaired), or intellectual and psychological disabilities that interfere with their ability on their own to move or navigate in the involving environment and space.
 

The second barrier – is labor isolation. Due to the pathology a woman with disability has extremely narrow chances of access to jobs or does not have it at all. 
This leads to a next barrier – insufficiency of resources to conduct a decent life as a result of the social and labor restrictions. It should be noted that being a working woman with disabilities in Azerbaijan also means lower material income, compared with a working man with disabilities, even in our present they society in which some barriers (for example barriers to access to information) have now been removed, due to the inclusion of people with disabilities in the internet world community. 
The collapse life plans, discord in the family, deprivation of their favorite work, closing their favorite connections, the worsening economic situation these are negative factors in the far from exhaustive list of issues, which may disrupt a woman, when she becomes disabled due to an injury for example,  causing depression and creating additional elements complicating the entire rehabilitation process.
In addition to the basic and common problems and difficulties (education, employment) faced by women with disabilities – there is still the problem of creating a family or keeping a family. In addition, to create a family is not only difficult, but also in the process of creating families, there are problems that often come up. Very often in Azerbaijan doctors and relatives prohibit women with disabilities who manage to marry and establish a family to bear children (mostly in regard to wheelchair bound women).  There is another substantial problem – when a woman in Azerbaijan acquires an injury and becomes disabled, in most case she is thrown away by the husband, and sometimes even is left out on the street without a house to live. And the sad thing is that no one appears interested in the fate of these women. Rights are not protected in these circumstances by the Government of Azerbaijan.  



 
 Article 7 - Children with disabilities 

…..
	27. Children with impaired health have all socio-economic, political, private right and liberties. Their discrimination is prohibited and pursued by law. According to the Law “On rights of the Child” adopted in May 19, 1998, government agencies and all legal entities and individuals should hold children’s interests above and create conditions for ensuring their rights. Normative legal acts and decisions of relevant agencies may not contradict children’s interests in the Republic of Azerbaijan and their execution may not harm life, development and upbringing. Any transaction restricting rights and interests of children is considered void. All children have equal rights. There are no differences in the situations of boys and girls with impaired health, as well as,  approach towards them in the fields of protection of rights, education, rehabilitation, social protection and etc.

28. According to the Article 35 of this law children with impaired health have right to get extraordinary medical, defectology and psychological help, in manners determined by the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The state assists these children with social and psychological rehabilitation, receiving education in their conditions, choosing professions and involving in labour force, as well as carries out activities for preventing impairment of their health.

29.The period of aftercare of children with impaired health under 18 years of age is included in work experience with the right of pension and additional benefit is paid to subservient in an amount of 10% of the basis part of labour pension.

30.If a minor is catches disease related to post vaccination trauma then a parent or a legal representative, regardless of work experience, has a right for benefit for the loss of work capacity in the amount of 100% of average salary, until the child’s health impairment is identified according to legislation. 

31.It should be noted that, 2009 was declared as a “Child Year” in Azerbaijan Republic with the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated December 22, 2008 and Action Plan was approved related to it. 

32. Referendum held in March 18, 2009 for amendments and additions to the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan has an important role on promotion of children’s rights and on carrying out international obligations. Thus, according to the Article 17 of the Constitution establishes that children deprived of parental care are under the protection of the State, it is prohibited to involve children in activities that may cause threat to their lives, health and morality, children under the age of 15 may not be employed for work, and the State implements children’s rights. 


	COMMENTS on para. 27  -  In fact, all these laws are not effective and do not have a positive impact on children with disabilities. And while there are many examples of service delivery, in Azerbaijan there is no such a system, which would ensure the full provision of such services and contribute to the development of a positive attitude towards persons with disabilities, development of inclusive education and provide equal quality services to both individuals with disabilities, and those without disabilities. 

(Answers given by parents to the questionnaire our expert group revealed the inadequacy of all these laws. The majority of children with disabilities, who are at home, do not receive education, rehabilitation services, and day-care services for development of life skills.)
It upsets even more when we see sometimes that mechanisms to support persons with disabilities, at first glance may appear even logical; but in fact, they are not properly worked out. 
Example – the list of free medicines. There is not included in there some of the necessary medicines in cases rare diseases. Of course, not all of the problems and cases can be taken into account.  Nevertheless the fact remains that assistance needs to be accorded to everyone in need, even those whose impairment is not included in the list of the most common.
However, for the Ministry of Health it is easier to issue medicines on the basis of a pre-established list of drugs intended for all purposes forever , than to try to solve the real problems of real persons with disabilities. 
It seems to us, therefore, that in this situation, we are not in need of pre-established lists drugs, but the Ministry should try to develop specific mechanisms through which information on the relevant forms and types of disabilities and the drugs needed for post hospitalization rehabilitation treatment can be conveyed to the relevant social services and medical centers. 
  

The transformation of the Azerbaijani economy and economic relations has also provoked changes in the social attitudes and patterns of socio-economic behavior of the population of the country. 
Only a small percent of the population was able to adopt effective strategies of successful economic activities. The vast majority of the population has been unable to adapt to the new socio-economic conditions. Among the most vulnerable categories of the population are families, raising children with disabilities.
 
Families raising children with disabilities at the home for example receive social pensions, the amount of which is below the subsistence minimum for the child. Allocation of subsidies for care of children with disabilities is made on the basis of the characteristics/complexities of the type of disability of the children in question; therefore, the value social pensions are not differentiated, depending on the severity of their form disability.
 In the most difficult situation are found the families with children with disabilities who have a very low rehabilitation forecast.  If we compare the cost involved in the assistance provided by the State institutions for the care of children with disabilities, it becomes obvious that Azerbaijan pays priority support to forms of institutionalization of children with disabilities and not support to family home care for these children.

Over the past twenty years the number of children with disabilities in Azerbaijan has increased by 12 times. In the country there are 50 thousand families with children with disabilities, and, according to projections, already in the next ten years, their numbers will reach 100- 150 thousands. The rapid rate of increase in the number of this category of the population leads to the most adverse socio-economic effects. The need to care for children with disabilities is made difficult by the processes of social and economic adaptation of families, particularly because the parents are forced to leave the work. At the same time, the increasing number of non-working parents of disabled children leads to lesser resources available for the family to take care of the children with disabilities.
 There are not yet any programs or laws concerning inclusive education in the country. And in the existing law on education there is not a single word about inclusive education, even though the law was adopted recently, and the public demanded it that a provision on inclusive education be included in it. 
The idea of inclusive education is supported by the state at the level of the Ministry of Education, but this is at the stage of pilot projects as developed by NGOS. At present some 300 children with disabilities are in involved in integrated classes.
Recommendations: 

- In the law on "Education" should be added the concept of inclusive education or adopt a separate Act on the inclusive education.
-The issues of accessibility of transport and educational institutions should also be considered in the same law.
- In order to improve the level of school psychologists, and prepare them to work with children with disabilities and to enhance their knowledge and skills in this area, the experience of psychologists and professionals working in community centers for children with disabilities could be used. 

- The Government should develop a more effective inclusive education and more widely apply in the future in order to increase the number of pilot projects and introduce them in more and more regions. These pilot projects should be applied both in primary school, secondary schools, and institutes and universities.

- The standards, training schedules, textbooks and the criteria for the evaluation used in ordinary classes should be adapted to the needs of children with disabilities.


                Article 8 – Awareness-raising
                      -------

	34. States Parties should report on: 

(a) Public-awareness campaigns directed to general society, within the education system and actions undertaken through mainstream media;
(b) Actions undertaken to raise awareness and inform persons with disabilities and other parts of society on the Convention and the rights it includes.
35. The following matters are reflected in the “National Action Plan on protection of human rights in the Republic of Azerbaijan”; promotion of “Education for all” principle of UNESCO, expansion of legal education and training teacher, lecturers and guides in different categories of population groups (civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights) as well as in field of legal education of persons with disabilities for more efficient protection of human rights and liberties.
36. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was placed on the website of the Ministry of Justice and print materials were published in this area. 

37. The Articles 1.0.12 and 13.5 of Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On television and radio broadcasting” contains provision for broadcasting of programs of education, training and information pattern for deaf and hearing impaired persons. 

38. In accordance to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, National Council of Television and Radio gives recommendations about television and radio programs for equal participation of persons with disabilities together with other persons in cultural life for development and use of creative, artistic and intellectual capacity, as well as for ensuring their right for equal participation in recreation, entertainment and sports activities.


	COMMENTS on para. 34.  A child with disabilities is much more vulnerable to discrimination in the areas of: 
- Social and economic rights, without the right to an adequate standard of living, game play and education, health services and material support for parents;
- protection of their own rights from physical and sexual violence, discrimination and exploitation;
- Civil and political rights - to right to be taken seriously, to be heard, the right to receive information, to privacy of personal life and to respect for their physical integrity.
Despite the fact that the situation in Azerbaijan has become better in the economic and financial sense from the beginning of the present decade, however, policies with respect to persons with disabilities, unfortunately, have not changed.
 We can still observe discrimination against persons with disabilities. 
Parents of children with disabilities, and the staff in institutions for children with disabilities have a fairly retrograde view that children with disabilities are significantly different from children without disabilities. 
With regard to children with disabilities, the following is often said in Azerbaijan that to prevent their inclusion with those without disabilities:  "Some children with disabilities are mentally instable ...” that “ they will always feel envy for children without disabilities...” that ‘children with disabilities who are kept concealed and absconded at home if given access to the outside world may become drug addicts…".  
Many in Azerbaijan have also accused mothers in that they “have born child with defects..."
Husbands and mother-in-law alike in Azerbaijan also do often accuse their own wives and daughters-in-law of “giving birth to children with defects”. 

It is evident that the society in Azerbaijan still feels ashamed for their citizens with disabilities, and sometimes people believe that a child born with a disability may be a result of cursing or dark forces, witchcraft’s work  against that family for some reason.
Unfortunately, the media is not used by the government to conduct awareness-raising campaigns etc…  NGOS are often unable to conduct such campaigns, due to the costs involved in campaigns of this nature on TV and radio. 

Recommendations: 

1. It is imperative to conduct awareness raising campaigns and other informative activities in order to improving the level of awareness and positive attitudes of the population in Azerbaijan towards people with physical and mental disabilities. 

2. Develop and support an information campaign in favor of the rights of children with disabilities  and persons with disabilities in general to educate the general population of Azerbaijan that persons with disabilities – are citizens, endowed with the same rights and responsibilities, and accordingly any obstacles to their integration and participation in society should be removed.
3. Promote a positive attitude to children with disabilities and in general to persons with disabilities in general through the use of mass media.

4. To promote social advertising on TV and radio on the rights of persons with disabilities free of charge. 

5. During the broadcasting of this awareness raising social advertising, children and adult with disabilities should be invited to participate in them. 
6. Raising awareness should also be an integral part of child-rearing, and the main component of the programs - training courses for teachers.

COMMENTS on para. 36 - It is true the Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities has been placed on the web site of the Ministry of Justice and printed materials have been published in this area. But Azerbaijani translation is not entirely consistent with the English or Russian original.

37 - For people with hearing impairments the TV is not suitable, as there is no sign language interpretation, neither are there subtitles on the screen.  
Recommendations:

 The Government should place orders for the production of films (serials), scientific and popular, leaflets and entertainment programs, talk-shows, radio, social media, advocating about family values, the value children in human life.



 
 Article 9 - Accessibility 
                            -------
	41.According to the Law “On prevention of disabilities and impaired health of children and rehabilitation and social protection of the disabled and children with impaired health” executive power bodies in the Republic of Azerbaijan provide necessary conditions for unimpeded access of persons with disabilities and children with impaired health to enterprises (associations), institutions and organizations (irrespective of the forms of property and economic activity), social infrastructure buildings, housing, public and industrial buildings and equipments and free access to public transport and transport communication, media and communication, recreation and leisure facilities. 
42. In case of not providing accessibility for persons with disabilities and children with impaired health, organization shall pay penalty to the State Social Protection Fund of the Republic of Azerbaijan of 20% of the amount required for adjustment of the facility to the access of persons with disabilities and children with impaired health.
43. Enterprises and organizations paying the penalty for not adjusting the facilities for free use of persons with disabilities and children with impaired health are not released from duty of adjusting the facility. 

44. Relevant activities were carried out in field of Urban Planning, construction and design taking into account persons with physical disabilities. Thus, a separate article (Article 4), named “Interests of state, society and individual in Urban Planning”, is considered in the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On basis of city-planning” which is in accordance to the provisions of “State program for prevention of disabilities and rehabilitation of the persons with disabilities for 1999-2002” approved by the Decree # 155 of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated May 14, 1999. A part of this article contains prohibiting provision suspending activities contrary to interests that are legalized for ensuring favourable living conditions of the population in cities and other settlements.  

45. The normative documents were approved and adopted by the State Committee of Construction and Architecture for implementation of specific responsibilities of the above mentioned State Program. As a result of application of these normative documents vast theoretical and practical enrichment was observed in area of social and normative-technical view oriented to establishing favourable conditions for persons with disabilities and relevant executive responsibility was formed. 

46. State Committee on Urban Planning and Architecture is carrying out activities for self-education of relevant subjects, society and especially persons with disabilities. 

47.The reference book “For creation of equal opportunities for persons with disabilities”, consisting of 100 pages, has been prepared by the Union of Organizations of Disabled Persons of Azerbaijan Republic with consultation of State Committee on Urban Planning and Architecture. 

48. Taking into account individual movement conditions of persons with disabilities, for facilitating their movements, 75 pedestrian crossings are planned to be constructed in streets and avenues of Baku city, in accordance to the Order of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The pedestrian crossings that are already given to exploitation are supplied with equipment mitigating movement of individuals with physical impairment. 
49. At the same time, number of important activities were carried out and being continued for providing free movement and comfort of individuals with physical impairment in ground transportation. For example, surfaces of platforms were brought to the same level, for comfort of persons with disabilities, in railway stations of highest passenger flow. The busses of medium and large capacity in city transport were provided with special places for persons with disabilities and pneumatic hardware was installed that lowers the busses to the surface level, facilitating entering and exiting of persons with disabilities. 

50. In recent years, for facilitating movement of persons with disabilities special pedestrian strips have been constructed on sides of newly built automobile roads as part of reconstruction of roads of the country for modern requirements. 
51. At the same time, new vehicles, of European standards, are being brought to the country for the purpose of further improving taxi service in Baku city. Some of these vehicles were produced by well known company, “London Taxi”. It should be noted that, TX-4 model produced by this company is only considered to be used only for the purpose of a taxi and it is equipped with advanced engineering and technical means for use of persons with disabilities and it is wheelchair adapted for easy entrance of wheelchairs and child carriages.  

52.Besides this, necessary condition were created for free movement of physically impaired individuals in newly built and already given to exploitation modern bus stations and train stations of “Azerbaijan Railways” CJSC in Baku and in the regions of the country. Currently, the mentioned necessary activities are being carried out in capital repaired and re-constructed transport infrastructure facilities. 

53. Information centres were established in 3 regions of Azerbaijan as a part of project for purpose of expanding physically impaired persons’ access to information and communication technologies. The project is carried out by the Ministry of Communication and Information Technologies (MCIT), Haydar Aliyev Foundation and the UN Development Program. One of these centres in established in Baku and the other two in the regions of the country, namely Ganja and Nakhchivan. 

54.60 thousand physically impaired people from Ganja and its surroundings may benefit from services of the Regional Information Centre in Ganja. Poor eye sighted persons from Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic may use the Center established in Nakhchivan city. 
55. The centers are equipped with modern technology and they also contain reading halls, training centers, audio-libraries, recording studios for converting books of the libraries to audio format, computer centers supplied with high-speed internet access with up-to-date computers for visually impaired and poor eye-sight people and cinemas.  

56. There are more than 1000 books published in Braille alphabet as well as movies with subtitles for speech and hearing impaired persons and video game room for mentally impaired people for mental development. 

57. MCIT is cooperating with the Civil Association of Society of Visually Impaired Persons in Azerbaijan for purpose of expanding use of visually impaired people from telecommunication system and information technologies as well as to solve their employment related problems. Thus, in 2009 Communication Vocational Rehabilitation School was established by the Society in the framework of “Protecting economic rights of visually impaired persons” project carried out with financial support of “Oxfam” International Humanitarian Organization. 

58.Students of this school passed production internship in “Aztelekom” and “Baku Telephone Communication” production units of the MCIT in specialties of communication units and communication systems, multi-channel telecommunication systems and information calculations for management of communication systems. 

59.Expanding use of ICT and internet by all categories of the population, including groups with impaired health (persons with disabilities and children with impaired health) is considered in the Article “4.3. Creating condition for transition to Information society” of the “State Program for the development of the communication and information technologies in the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2010-2012” (Electronic Azerbaijan) approved with the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, dated to August 11, 2010.  

60.The article “7.3.5. To carry out activities for expansion conditions of use of ICT by health impaired groups” is reflected in the Action Plan for implementation of the State Program for the purpose of enhancing role of health impaired groups in the society. 

61.In this regard, activities are being carried out for audio text dubbing and establishing voice activated computers in the framework of project “Dilmanc”. This system will create possibility for health impaired people to use internet, e-mails, create texts and send them without using keyboard. 

62.Activities are being carried our for adaptation of web-sites to suggestions in “Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0” (enlarged fonts, font Braille, audio, symbols and simplified language) of “W3C” company. 

63.MCIT provides free internet access for people with heath impairment on individual application. 

64.Wheelchair paths and elevators were constructed in Haydar Aliyev Palace, Azerbaijan State Academic National Drama Theatre, Azerbaijan State Puppet Thither, Azerbaijan State Russian Drama Theatre, Azerbaijan State Young Spectators Theatre to ensure right of equal participation of persons with disabilities in cultural life, to develop and use their creative, artistic and intellectual capacity, as well as to participate in recreational and entertainment events. It is considered to construct wheelchair paths and elevators in buildings of Azerbaijan National Library named after M.F.Akhundov, Azerbaijan State Art Museum named after R.Mustafayev and “Nizami” cinema. 

65.Above mentioned activities are considered to be carried out in Academic Opera and Ballet Theatre during its reconstruction and capital repair as well as in already designed Azerbaijan State Music Culture Museum, “Shahdag” Summer-Winter Tourism Complex and other future tourism and cultural facilities.


	COMMENTS on para. 41 - As accessibility may be defined in various ways for different categories of persons with disabilities it is not uncommon to have statistics considering as accessible a building because it has a ramp built at its entrance. However the fact that a person with disability does not have access to most of its floors, and offices, because the building does not have an adapted lift for persons on a wheelchair is not taken into account. 
Buildings are not equipped with audio and video equipments to orient persons with disabilities with visual and hearing impairments. 

On the whole, it can be said that accessibility for persons with disabilities in facilities and services in our country is still at the level, which is significantly below the expectations of the persons with disabilities.
42 - As has already been mentioned above, in Azerbaijan, there are no mechanisms of implementation of said laws (although these laws abound).  Therefore the facts of payment of penalties for non implementations of laws by such entities never happened and are unknown.
43 - For the same reason (in the country there are no mechanisms of implementation of the laws). The enterprise and organizations do not comply with their obligations. Even if when they install ramps (and other technical means) at the entrance, they do not meet the standards. 
44. Unfortunately, there is no public place, or object that meets the standards. You can list only sporadic cases and even in those cases, if they meet the standards it is because the Government was advised by NGOS. 

45 - Although the State committee on construction and architecture has adopted the relevant regulatory documents for the implementation of the specific duties listed State program above, public buildings remain inaccessible.
The main problem in the development of new building projects has to do with the fact that in the standards the same requirements are defined for new buildings as well as for reconstruction projects, which in principle does not seem to us as the most correct approach. This is because in our view creating an accessible environment for wheelchair bond persons with disabilities is more difficult when planning a reconstruction of building then when planning entirely new buildings. 

A large field for awareness raising work awaits the government in the process of breaking existing stereotypes about persons with disabilities, in the design of houses.
In our view the Azerbaijani regulatory framework regarding building standards is very much behind. There is a need for more "advanced" concept of construction with the needs of persons with disabilities in mind on the basis of world trends and on the basis of international standards. 
It is important to note the fundamental right of persons with disabilities to unimpeded access to residential, public and other premises, as well as to the use of all forms of public transport.
In our view, this fundamental right is not implemented in practice in the cities of our country. 

For example special accessible adaptations for persons with disabilities, using wheelchair can only be seen in a rehabilitation center for children with disabilities in Baku, in the Ministry of Social Protection of the population of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as in a few of the major department stores. And this is, unfortunately, all what of have. 
For example, in the capital city –Baku, it is well under way work for the reconstruction of libraries, theaters, underground crossings, transport, roads and parks. But, persons with disabilities are taken into account in those reconstruction efforts. 
49 - Yes into the capital city new buses have been imported (public transport), but for some reason they were removed from the routes immediately thereafter i.e., they are not in use. In other words a person with severe form of physical disability will not be able to move around the city. Only with external assistance.   

51 - And, indeed, into the city of Baku news taxis, the "London taxi" series have been imported, in which, respectively, a ramp is integrated. But the fact is that the majority of the drivers of these new taxis are not aware of its existence. And apart from that the meager resources of persons with disabilities do not allow them to make use of this taxi more than once in a month.    

55 - With that paragraph, we absolutely agree, this is true. But there is one thing to be noted. The programs allowing reading from the computer screen and phones, designed for people with impaired vision are brought from Turkey and Russia. These programs remain in the languages of those two foreign countries, which makes them inaccessible and inconvenient for persons with disabilities in our country. Accordingly there is a great need for these programs to be in the native Azerbaijani language.  There is one more issue- these programs even being as they are in foreign languages can only be downloaded for a certain fee,  which not all persons with visual impairments can afford.    




 
 
 
 
 
 Article 16 - Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse 
                      --------
	129. “The Complex Program for Fight against Daily Violence in a Democratic Society” was approved by the Decision of the Cabinet of Ministers in January 25, 2007 for purpose of providing systematic fight against daily violence in the Republic of Azerbaijan in accordance to international principles and national legislation. The issues of activating persons with disabilities using their vocational and experience capacity, carrying out relevant activities for reintegrating to the society the victims of violence and children with special needs, including children with impaired health are determined in the Action Plan for implementation of the Program.

130.The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Prevention of Domestic violence” identifies and regulates measures for prevention of negative legal, medical and social consequences of violence committed through abuse of close relative relationship, joint residence and previous joint residence, and social protection of victims of violence, provision with legal assistance, as well as measures in direction of prevention of such cases.

131.The Criminal Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan determines criminal responsibility for killing, injuring health, beating, torturing etc. of persons with disabilities and the fact that the crime is committed against a person in a helpless situation or against a person which is in dependence on guilty, is considered as aggravating circumstance. 

132.According to the Article 35.3 of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, nobody might be forced to work. The Criminal Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan determines criminal responsibility for human trafficking and forced labour. 


	General Comments on information of the state on article 16.   -Poor health is the main factor, which increases the risk of violence and sexual abuse. Men and women with disabilities are raped by everyone - from friends to medical and social services. 

Children with disabilities are more likely to be exposed to violence than their peers without disabilities.
 Disability can develop as a result of the violence, but it makes the child more vulnerable to ill-treatment. 
The consequences of domestic violence may be stronger in the case of children with disabilities, and since the probability identifying cases of violence against children with disabilities is lower, then the likelihood that such children are subjected to violence for long periods is increased.

Barriers to the prevention of violence against children may be found at all levels. There is a reluctance to believe that children with disabilities may be subjected to violence, resulting that the symptoms of violence can be misinterpreted. 
Bruises from physical violence may be attributed to an accident. Changes in behavior can be attributed to existing impairment of the child. 
In cases of children that are experiencing mental disability or speech problems, their complaints may be ignored, they are not believed, or misunderstood.   Communication in non-standard forms often does not include characters or words for sexual intercourse and parts of the body, and therefore such children cannot explain what happened to them.
The impairment of the child and to desire to provide him suitable with adequate services sometimes distracts people from making an assessment as to whether a child was victim of violence and if his needs are met.
Medical worker may not be particularly concerned about security of the child, and reports of injuries, from school or temporary caretakers, have a smaller weight. 
Social workers, who often are unfamiliar with nature of the impairment of the child, tend to rely on those who are in close contact with the child (i.e. actually the potential perpetrators of violence against them), to interpret and explain the behavior and symptoms found and observed at the time of the evaluation of the child, and not to work with an independent expert, who could communicate with the child. 
Difficulties in granting alternative care for a disabled child have a bearing on the fact that the specialists are less inclined to take the necessary measures for the protection of the child. 
A full assessment of the problems of a child includes contact with the child, in a way that is convenient for him/her, interviews with caregivers and professionals, as well as consulting with all the records, made by agencies working with the child.
 Such an approach, however, would require additional time, which is not provided for in the existing system and established procedures.
Many cases do not reach the court in criminal cases because of the widespread prejudice, that children with disabilities are not in a position to provide credible testimony or to withstand the pressure associated with participation in the judicial process.
Recommendations for the prevention of violence against children with disabilities

There is a need for a shift in the social values and behavior of people, to ensure that persons with disabilities, (both children and adults alike), are recognized as equal citizens.
 The protection of children with disabilities should be a public health priority. All the institutions in the system for the prevention of violence must be trained to work with children with disabilities.
Parents and other care providers need to be trained in the recognition and response to cases of ill-treatment of children with disabilities.
 Children should also be taught how to protect themselves, as well as how and whom should they notify in case when they have been ill-treated.
 

It is necessary to establish a joint database of all institutions, working in the system of protection of the child, in order to determine the problem, to identify needs and to provide development services and to evaluate the results of established approach and need for reforms. Forms collecting information about cases of violence against children should necessarily include information about whether or not the victim is a child with disability and indicate the type of disability.


 
 



 
 Article 19 - Living independently and being included in the community 

                        -------

	148. According to the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on “On prevention of disabilities and impaired health of children and rehabilitation and social protection of the disabled and children of impaired health” social support agencies provide medical and public services in homes or stationary institutions to persons with disabilities in need of outside assistance and care, as well as to children with impaired health. 

149. The circumstances of being in boarding houses or other stationary social support institutions ensure use of rights and legal interests to the persons with disabilities and children with impaired health and assist provision of demands in maximum capacity. 

150. According to the Articles 34 and 43 of the Law, the relevant executive body provide comfortable living space to the persons with disabilities and children with impaired health in case if there is no need for them to stay in boarding houses or stationary social support institutions as a result of their rehabilitation.

151. Children without parents or with parents deprived of their rights, living in state or other social institutions when they reach to the age of maturity they have right to get financial support to buy flats without waiting and to repair it if the medical social expertise decides that he/she can live independently. 
152. Labour and recreational facility for young persons with disabilities has been functioning in Ramana with 200 places since 1990, under the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of the Population. Currently it has 123 residents. According to the Statute, persons between 18-35 years of age with the disability in mobility and support are allowed to reside in the facility. They reside with provision of state guarantee and pensions. 

153. Since the facility has started functioning the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of Population had established special engineer-programmer faculty in the Azerbaijan State Oil Academy for the residents living there and capable of continuing their education. The faculty functioned till the year 2000. Graduates of the faculty are working in different organization, offices and institution, including 5 of them working in Ramana Labour and Recreation House for Young Persons with Disabilities. 

154. 5 vocational training courses have been established in Ramana Labour and Recreation House for Young Persons with Disabilities since 2009, as a result of activities carried out by the Ministry to provide purposeful work of the facility. Until now 171 persons with disabilities have graduated from these training courses and 40 are continuing with their education. 


	General Comments on information of the state on article 19.   
The notion of "independent living" as a concept implies two interrelated viewpoints. From the socio-political viewpoint, independent life - is the right of the individual to be an integral part of society and to take an active part in the social, political and economic processes, this is the freedom of choice and freedom of access to the residential and public buildings, transport, communications, insurance, labor and education. 
The independent life – is also an opportunity to determine and to choose, to take decisions and to manage life situations. From the socio-political viewpoint independent life is not dependent on the need to resort to external assistance or auxiliary means, necessary for the physical survival.

From a philosophical point of view - independent life is a way of thinking; this is the psychological orientation of the person, which depends: on his/her relationship with the other individuals; on his/her physical capacity, on the involving environment and on the level of development of the system of support services. The philosophy of independent life directs a person with disability to put before himself/herself the same tasks, as any other member of the society.

All of the listed elements have and should have space for existence.

COMMENTS to paras. 152-154. The specialized engineer program faculty for persons with disabilities created in the Republic of Azerbaijan State Oil Academy was closed indeed in 2000, and the persons with severe forms of physical disability were left without an alternative opportunity to receive higher education, since no other university in the Azerbaijan offers either specialized training or integrated inclusive classes for persons with disabilities. 
With regard to, the Labor and Leisure House for young persons with disabilities located in the city of Ramana, here indeed young people with disabilities from various regions of the country can receive medium level training in a variety of subject courses (limited to 5 courses).  But unfortunately, the main question is finding employment after obtaining a diploma from this medium level special education technical institution. 




 
 Article 20 - Personal Mobility 

                         -----
	157.Relevant road signs for pedestrian persons with disabilities and recognition signs for their vehicles are determined in the Law “On traffic” of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Thus, “Visually Impaired Pedestrians” 7.15 and “Persons with Disabilities” 7.17 road signs are determined in the appendix number 4 of the Law “On traffic” in the part 7 (additional information signs) of “Road Signs” in vehicle recognition part. Also, “Recognition sign of vehicles operated by speech or hearing impaired persons” and “Recognition sign of vehicles operated by persons with disabilities” are determined in the appendix 7 of the Law. 

158.According to the Paragraph 11 of the Article 37 of the Law determines the followings; carrying out activities for safe movement of mechanical means of transportation operated by the disabled and immediate suspension of movement of vehicles with the signal (a signal – rising white stick) of visually impaired person crossing the street. 

159.At the same time, according to the Article 28.2 of the Code of Administrative Offences of the Republic of Azerbaijan the movement of vehicles operated because of disabilities of persons cannot be suspended, with the exception of operating drunk driver. 


	General Comments on information of the state on article 20.   
Individual mobility – is essential to ensure the independence of the persons with disabilities.
It looks like the State may not have correctly understood which information it was supposed to provide under the article “Personal mobility”. 

The Government could have said, for example, if it wanted indeed to show that it’s doing a great job, that persons with disabilities who are veterans of the armed conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh are being given brand new cars. That every 2 to 3 years these veterans are given free wheelchairs in addition. For them the Government also provides free hearing aids, and various prosthesis. 

However, unfortunately even in this case, persons with disabilities veterans of the war have no choice, as the Government orders for everyone the same wheelchairs, not taking into account individual needs of each of the persons with disabilities. 
In addition, wheelchairs purchased by the Government (Azerbaijan does not produce them itself) are designed only for use at home. Wheelchairs intended for use outside are not purchased. Thus motor propelled wheelchairs are not even provided by the Government, although it is exactly in this type of wheelchairs that persons with disabilities are in need.  Briefly wheelchair bound persons with disabilities are definitely unhappy with their wheelchairs provided by the state.   
Recommendations:
- To assist in eliminating physical barriers for inclusion: 

(A) There is a chronic shortage of basic equipment for children with disabilities.
 In the capital city Baku alone, 200 of the 1, 500 registered children with disabilities require wheelchairs, but the price of one such wheelchair for children is more than $150.  
As reported, the Government has provided during the last 2 years wheelchairs to 120 children with disabilities around the country, however, this is not enough. 
There is also chronic need for crutches, and prosthetics,   especially for children with disabilities.

(B) There is a need to create a special manufacturing shop in Azerbaijan in the prosthetic - Orthopedic rehabilitation Center, which should specialize in the design and production of wheelchairs, which should be suitable in off-road situations.
 These wheelchairs could then be competitive in the market compared to the price of imported wheelchairs. Because of the extreme needs in wheelchairs for kids this shop could be given preference for the allocation of funds for financing mobility devices for children with disabilities.
- One of the most important criteria for social integration of children with disabilities is to create assistance services of social transport; 
- There should be established a methodological and regulatory framework necessary for the formation of comfortable environment of life:

·  To define categories of persons with disabilities, for which there is a need to create special conditions of use of the urban infrastructure (persons on wheelchair , on crutches, visually or hearing impaired);

·  Differentiate between the individual elements of urban infrastructure (public and residential buildings, yard and recreational territory, pedestrian network, bus stops, and public transport, etc. ) and types and form of work needed to ensure accessibility for different categories of persons with disabilities;
·  To create a unified system of integrated assessment of the actual accessibility for different categories of persons with disabilities and other slow moving categories of citizens (parents with young children, etc. ) of the urban buildings and infrastructure. 





 
 
 
 Article 24 - Right to education 

                             ------

	200. According to the Law “On prevention of disabilities and impaired health of children and rehabilitation and social protection of the disabled and children with impaired health” the state guarantees the provision of necessary conditions for their education and vocational training. 

201.The Law “On Education” adopted in June 19, 2009 determines main principles of providing education and for general regulation of education activities, in accordance to the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

202.It should be noted that, the Law “On education (special education) of persons with disabilities” was adopted in June 5, 2001. The purpose of special education is adapting persons with disabilities to the society by teaching necessary knowledge, skills and habits, including habits for self-service, labour activities and family life. 

203.At the same time, “Development Program for organizing education for children with special needs (with impaired health) in the Republic of Azerbaijan (2005-2009)” was approved by the Cabinet of Ministers in February 3, 2005. 

204.Acceptance rules of persons with impaired health to professional education institutions have been established according to the according to the Decision of Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated April 29, 2002. It determines the acceptance rules of professional educational institutions, age limits, list of documents to which they are presented of limited health care persons.    

205.Also, rules of receiving free special education have been established for persons with impaired health, according to the Decision of Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated May 29, 2002.  

206.The list of diseases giving the right for education at home is given in “The list of diseases giving the right to education at home and rules of organizing of education at home” according to the Decision of Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated May 10, 2002. 

207.Regulations have been developed for the special pre-school educational institutions for persons with impaired health in accordance to the Decision of Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated March 4, 2004. Purpose of the education in special pre-school educational institutions is to ensure the comprehensive development and training of persons with limited health, trainings for school, teaching of the necessary knowledge, ability and skills, their adaptation to society, as well as creation of skills of self-service, creating conditions for the restoration of health. 

208.The relevant city (district) executive authorities  and Ministry of Education provide pre-school education, after-school upbringing, pre-school, secondary, vocational, secondary vocational and higher education for children with impaired health and persons with disabilities older than 18 years of age. Education and vocational training of these persons are conducted in different forms, as well as in the form of education at home and private education.

209. Ministry of Education creates opportunities for establishing groups in pre-school education institutions for education and rehabilitation of children with impaired health in more comfortable conditions. 

210.The education of children with impaired health is provided at home with the consent of the parents if the child is not capable of going to general education schools. Financial guarantee and privileges is given to one of the parents of children involved in home education or to the person replacing the parents in accordance to the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Such caretaking is considered as service and included to work experience.  

211. Necessary conditions must be provided for after-school comprehensive and harmonious development of children with impaired health, as well as for activating them socially, involving to labour, science, technology, art and sports. These conditions must be provided by education institutions, other state authorities.

212.The secondary, secondary-vocational and higher education of persons with disabilities and children with impaired health is provided in general education institutions, if necessary in special education institutions. Special faculties and departments are organized for them in vocational education institutions, lyceums and higher education institutions.

213.Teaching sessions are organized for children with impaired health getting treatment in stationary preventive-treatment or rehabilitation institutions (centres). 

214.Talented children with impaired heath have the right to get free education, as well as music, fine and applied art in after-school general or special education institutions 

215.The students of the 1st and 2nd group of disabilities or under 18 with impaired health get 50% more pension than other students. 

216.According to individual rehabilitation program and state program on their rehabilitation, vocational training and re-training of persons with disabilities and children with impaired health is provided in education institutions, including education centres of state employment services, enterprises and organizations (specialized or general) together with the agencies assisting these persons and their public organizations. 

217.State employment services provide vocation oriented services for the purpose of vocational training, trainings for re-specialization and for determining employment opportunities. 

218.Blind and visually impaired children are provided with textbooks published in Braille fonts, audio books, special tapes, magnifying glasses, hand sticks and hearing aids for audio impaired children, typhlo-surdo technical means and libraries, special schools and audio studios are established. 

219.Child Music School number 38 was established in 1980 for visually impaired children and it has changed to 11 year education system in 2009. Children with the 1st and the 2nd group of disabilities are getting education in this school. The contingent of the school consists of boarding school student of the republic, with visual disabilities. Close to 200 students get education in this school in specializations of piano, tar, kamancha, accordion, drums and singing. 

220.Psychological-medical-pedagogical commissions (PMPC) are established in Baku and in republic and their staff is approved by the order of the Ministry of Education for carrying out diagnostics of physical, mental and/or psychological impairment, deciding the need of special education in the basis of information gathered and for giving relevant advices to parents or legal representatives and for investigating disputable issues. The statute of the psychological-medical-pedagogical commissions is approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

221.Joint inclusive education projects have been launched by the Ministry of Education in cooperation with UNESCO within “Development Program on the education of vulnerable children in the Azerbaijan Republic for 2005-2009”. “Inclusive education” also incorporates education, mainstreaming and comprehensive development of children with disabilities. Effective training and development environment is available in the project covered 13 kindergartens and 16 general education schools, necessary equipment including special facilities (devices, appliances, wheelchairs etc.) meeting the children’s needs have been purchased.  Booklets have been developed and distributed on “inclusive education” for teachers, tutors and psychologists and “family and school, parent and teacher interaction in the inclusive education” designed for parents. International conference on “Inclusive Education Practice in Azerbaijan” was implemented on June 12 and 13, 2006 and inclusive education experts from UNESCO, Russia and the Ukraine joined it.

222.To improve schooling opportunities of the children with disabilities, to develop their computer skills and increase their access to internet, 7th grade school children with physical disabilities from home school # 219, the Sabail district were involved in the distant education scheme. Every pupil involved in the project was provided with “Apple” computers and internet access. Special software and all set application packages are available for the pupils.  

223.According to the Ministry of Education, 16 general education schools with inclusive education is functioning in the country. Number of pre-school education institution with inclusive education is 13. There are 7 special schools in the country. Number of students involved in home-education is 7750. There are 78 children studying in pre-school education institutions with inclusive education in the country and 78 children are involved in integrated education. 609 children are involved in pre-school speech therapy services. Also 555 children are getting education in 2 boarding schools for children with speech impairment. 

224.281 students are studying in the boarding schools of general education for visually impaired children. There are 3 pre-school institutions, 16 kindergartens, 4 general education institutions and 8 boarding schools with speech therapy service. Totally 847 pupils with hearing impairment of various degrees study in 3 boarding schools throughout the country. 


	COMMENTS to para. 201- In the Law "On education", which was adopted in 2009, there is not a single word or hint at inclusive education.





 
 Article 25 - Health 

                      -------

	227.Disabled people in Azerbaijan Republic have all socio-economical, political, personal rights and freedoms as shown in the declaration about the rights of disabled adopted by the UN General Assembly, Constitution of Azerbaijan Republic, Laws of Azerbaijan Republic “On the protection of public health”, “On prevention of disabilities and impaired health of children and rehabilitation and social protection of the disabled and children with impaired health”. Discrimination against disabled people is prohibited and pursued by law.

228.The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, dated on October 2, 2008 # 686-IIIQ and the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Ratification of Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, dated on October 2, 2008 # 687-IIIQ define tasks for protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, non -discrimination towards them, equality before the law, rehabilitation, increasing their potential, social protection and integration to the society.

229.Citizens with disabilities have the right to use free qualified medical service in the state medical institutions by means of the state budget, to buy medicine in pharmacies on preferential terms and to be provided with sanatorium treatment.

230.In recent years, 7 State Programs were approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of Azerbaijan Republic by the initiative and direct support of the head of the state. The population have right to use services in framework of implementation of these programs in area of healthcare, including sexual and reproductive health as well as healthcare services for persons with disabilities:

(a) “State Program for diabetes mellitus” (June 7, 2005, the Cabinet of Ministers Decree number 101);
(b) “Action Program for the protection of mothers’ and children’s health” (September 15, 2006, the Cabinet of Ministers Decree number 211);
(c) “State Program for the development of blood, blood components donation and blood services” (March 6, 2006, the Cabinet of Ministers Decree number 61);
(d) “State Program for haemophilia, inherited blood diseases if Thalassemia” (January 18, 2006, the Cabinet of Ministers Decree number 15);
(e) “Action Program for Chronic renal failure” (July 19, 2006, the Cabinet of Ministers Decree number 179);
(f) “Action Program for immunoprophylaxis of infectious diseases” (July 19, 2006, the Cabinet of Ministers Decree number 177);
(g) “Action Program for guarantee of main antitumor preparation for oncology patients” (July 19, 2006, the Cabinet of Ministers Decree number 178).
231.In accordance with the Ministry of Health order number 3 of January 15, 2008, included in structure of the Ministry of Health and funded by the state budget, free medical services are offered to population, as well as to persons with disabilities at medical-prophylactic institutions.

232.Types of guaranteed medical aid to population, the list of 115 kinds of the most important medicines for patients receiving volumetric and hospital treatment, as well as 141 kinds of medicines for ambulatory patients included in preference groups has been approved.

233.According to the Decree number 37 and 38 of the Cabinet of Ministers of Azerbaijan Republic dated March 7, 2005, free medical treatment and medical aid are being offered by state medical institutions to citizens included in preference group.

234.Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of Population and Ministry of Health carried out necessary actions in the fields of determination of disability, guarantee of objectivity and elimination of negative facts in this issue, expertise of temporary and stable work ability loss of citizens. 

235.As reflection of the completed issues, dynamic decrease of disability is being observed in the republic. Thus, according to the information of the MoLSPP while the number of disability in 2003 was 36861, this number has been decreased to 18514 in  2009. 

236.According to the state policy in the area of prevention of disability and rehabilitation of disabled people, security of population health, prevention of diseases, their early detection and occurrence or complication of disability is being prevented by State Programs.

237.Medical institutions provide children age of up to one year, with diagnostic and dispensary observations in specialized health care facilities for the purpose of early detection of latent faults of children intellectual development, sense organs and action system faults.

238.There are four infants’ houses in the republic operating under the subordination of the Ministry of Health. Two of these houses are located in Baku, one in Ganja, and another one in Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic. Three of these infants houses are for healthy children, and one of them (Baku) is for children with psycho neurological disease.

239.The infants’ houses are institutions for the purpose of children without parental care, orphans, also for single mothers with difficult social situations to care, to educate and to take medical care for their children.

240.Children in infants houses are examined by all experts, examined for helminthosis, tested for Mantua and preventive vaccinated. Upon illness, children are treated in dedicated isolators and children with average and serious illness are treated in children’s hospitals. Children with health and physical faults or with faults in intellectual development receive necessary medical, pedagogical, psychological, defectology and other aids. Methods, forms, volume and duration of such aids are determined by individual rehabilitation program.

241.According to the Decision of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated on March 7, 2005 #38 disabled civilians and military servers as a result of events in 20th  January 1990, disabled persons in the war of protection of territorial integrity of Azerbaijan, independence and constitutional order and equal to them, disabled persons of Chernobyl disaster , children with impaired health, disabled people with 1st and 2nd degree and persons infected to HIV/AIDS are provided with free medicals. 

242.In order to prevent HIV infection in the territory of Azerbaijan Republic, HIV/AIDS Prevention service of the Ministry of Health and its main medical institution – Republic AIDS Prevention Centre provides preventive measures such as HIV infection detection in time, strengthening epidemiological monitoring, implementation of educational measures on preventive aim and comprehensive support to HIV/AIDS patients.

243.HIV examination has been expanded among population for the purpose of timely detection of the disease. Thus, HIV examinations have been carried: 261875 in 2005, 265804 in 2006, 330020 in 2007, 364367 in 2008, and 385745 in 2009.

244.One of the most important measures, which is educative measure for population about prevention of HIV infection spread, especially for people in risk groups have been implemented through active collaborations of Republic AIDS Prevention Centre with a number of organizations. HIV infection spread among population and methods of protection from this disease, HIV infection prevention measures have been carried out, methodical resources about AIDS problems have been published and spread.

245.Employees of the centre have carried out educative works among young people against HIV/AIDS and drug abuse, organized lectures, reports, trainings and performances dedicated to HIV infection and drug abuse prevention at secondary and high schools for pupils and students.

246.In recent years, cases with malaria illness has been decreased and epidemiological stability has been emerged in the country by proper selection of the disease prevention strategy, implementation of large scale organization against malaria disease, treatment-prophylactic and complex prevention measures.

247.According to “National Strategy for elimination of malaria in Azerbaijan Republic for 2008-2013” and “National Action Plan”, preventive measures have been implemented to preserve gained achievements and total elimination of malaria in future. 

248.In order to help the implementation of considered measures, 1700 primary health care and parasitological service experts have been involved in laboratory diagnostics, treatment, battle and profilaxy trainings within the frame of “New initiatives for sustainable malaria control and prevention” project. At the same time, sufficient anti-malaria preventive and treatment medicines, equipment, reagents, etc. have been obtained and sent to the cities and regions of the republic.

249. Appropriate activities are being carried out by the Ministry of Health in direction of preventing reasons leading to disabilities, rehabilitation of persons with disabilities, providing equal opportunity for persons with disabilities to take part in public life, and to assist them for leading life according to their individual skills and interests. 


	General Comments on information of the state on article 25. 

  In Azerbaijan the task of granting adequate sanatorium-and-spa rehabilitation treatment for persons with disabilities has not been properly solved. Social protection services place children with disabilities in the same queuing together with adults for such rehabilitation treatment. However, it would appear that children are in more need of this treatment and accordingly should have been given preferential treatment. Without this their prospects of recovery before adult age are serious undermined.
Recommendations :
Develop and implement of programs, aimed at providing comprehensive health care and socio-psychological assistance to pregnant women. Creating a new model of women's consultation; transition from women's to family counseling. 
Provide free of charge to all pregnant women plenty of iodine, vitamin A, iron and other micronutrient deficiencies, which are necessary for the normal development of the child.
The development and implementation of mechanisms that promote coverage of pregnant women in services in the sanatorium-and-spa healing.
Orienting of prenatal diagnosis and prenatal examinations to therapy of a pregnant woman and the fetus, and reduction of recommendations of artificial interruption of pregnancy in the event of detection of fetal defects.
 Development of modern technologies of treatment of prenatal pathology, prevention of congenital defects and hereditary diseases; development of postnatal therapy.
- Ensure free consultation of pregnant women, and newborns for sexually transmitted diseases; strengthening of prevention against transmission of HIV infection, hepatitis B and C of mother-to-child.
Increase access to quality and free medical high-tech assistance to women in the period of pregnancy and childbirth, and care of their newborn children. 
Provide proper logistics and staffing to maternity and childhood services in accordance with the standards required for maternity clinics.
Ensure family-oriented prenatal technologies that reduce risk of adverse outcome of pregnancy and childbirth, including the creation of conditions for development of alternative births model in the home and opportunities for future parents to choose this model.
The holding of mass check up of newborn children on the program of neonatal screening for hereditary diseases.

Advocate  support, protect and ensure adequate conditions for breast-feeding, including - breast-feeding of infants for the first six months and continued breastfeeding in combination with safe, appropriate and adequate complementary feeding during the first two years of the life of the child or for a longer period of time. 
Upgrading of dairy kitchens of Azerbaijan. 
Providing mothers with HIV/AIDS, consultations on child nutrition, so that they can make free and informed choices.
Implementation of programs for the prevention of abandonment of newborn children (primary support in a maternity home, and continued support at home).
The development of medical assistance to women in the period of pregnancy and childbirth and for the newborn children.
The availability and quality of care to restore reproductive health, including treatment of infertility and coagulogram pregnancy, as well as subsidiary reproductive technology.
Reduction of jobs for women with heavy, harmful and dangerous working conditions in order to preserve the reproductive health of women. Develop special programs to enable women to gain new skills  in the case of transition from jobs in harmful and difficult conditions to new jobs.




 
 
 

                  Article 27 - Work and employment 

                             ------

	266. Legislation of Azerbaijan Republic “On Employment” determines state legal, economical and organizational principles in area of support to employment, as well as state guarantees in areas of citizens’ employment protection and social protection of unemployed people. According to the Article 6.2.1. of the Law one of the main directions of the state policy on employment is providing equal opportunities for all citizens to guarantee the right for choosing their labour and employment freely, regardless of their race, nation, religion, language, gender, marital status, social origin, place of residence, status of property, conviction, membership to political party, labour union and other public associations. 

267. On the basis of the 1st part of the 16th Article of Labour Code of Azerbaijan Republic, assumption of any discrimination upon business qualities of an employee, professional contribution, factors not related to work results, as well as the rights restriction is prohibited 

268. To provide employment of citizens with special needs and difficulties in finding job, the Article 9 of the Law “On Employment” determines additional guarantees by the state for citizens with special needs and difficulties in finding job (youth under 20 years of age, parents with one or more children under the age of maturity, women taking care of children with impaired health, persons with less than 2 years to retirement age, persons with disabilities, citizens released from detention facilities, IDPs, war veterans and families of martyrs) by creating additional workplaces and specialized enterprises, organizations (including, enterprise and organizations for labour of persons with disabilities) as well as by organizing trainings with special program and other activities. 

269. “Rule of quota application for citizens who specially need social protection and have difficulty in admission to a job” and “List of quota-free enterprises” have been approved by the Decree number 213 of the Cabinet of Ministers of Azerbaijan Republic dated November 23, 2005. 

270. According to the paragraph 1.2, the quota is determined as following, to no more than 5% of the number of employees, depending on the status of the labour market of the area. 

(a) 3 percent (not less than one workplace) of average annual list number in enterprises with the number of employees between 25-50; in this case, one of those workplaces to be considered for disabled people or persons with limited health opportunities up to 18 years old;

(b) 4 percent of average annual list number in enterprises with the number of employees between 50-100 (2 percent of average annual list number to be considered for disabled people or persons with limited health opportunities up to 18 years old);

(c) 5 percent of average annual list number in enterprises with the number of employees more than 100 (2.5 percent of average annual list number to be considered for disabled people or persons with limited health opportunities up to 18 years old).

271. A number of measures on employment development of people with special need of social protection have been reflected in “State Program of Employment Strategy Implementation of Azerbaijan Republic (2007-20010)”. Relevant activities were carried out for providing integration of persons with disabilities to the society, for creating conditions for the purpose of raising their employment, development of psychological and vocation oriented tests for provision of efficient employment of the disabled, determining workplaces in accordance to quotas set by the legislation and motivating employers for implementation of these quotas and improvement of legislation in this direction. At present, works are continued on the project of Action Plan of 2011-2015 Program. 

272. At the same time, works are carried out on preparation of Legislative project of Azerbaijan Republic “About Compulsory Insurance of Unemployment” on the basis of international experience to strengthen social protection of employment searchers and unemployed citizens.

273. In November 2006, “Country Program for Provision of Decent Work in the framework of cooperation with International Labour Organization (2006-2009)” has been signed by tripartite delegation of Azerbaijan Republic and ILO delegation in Geneva. Preparation of special training programs is considered regarding international experience in employment of disabled people and decent employment issues in the frame of Country Program.

274. As continuation of the measures, on basis of trilateral cooperation, the project of Country Program of Provision of Decent Work has been prepared with the support of Azerbaijan Trade Union Confederation and National Confederation of Entrepreneurs (Employers) Organizations of Azerbaijan Republic and submitted to the International Labour Organization.

275. On the basis of Legislation of Azerbaijan Republic “About State Assistance to Small Business” (Program of assistance to small business) involvement of lower strata of population, as well as unemployed, refugees and internally displaced persons, invalids, martyrs’ families, pensioners, women and young people in small business is considered.

276. On the basis of Labour Code Articles number 311, 312, 313 of Azerbaijan Republic, either employees, or employers are financially, disciplinary, administratively and criminally responsible for violation of laws defined by Labour Code of Azerbaijan Republic and other normative-legal acts of labour legislation, as defined in legislation.

277. Establishment of Regional Vocational Education Centers under Employment services with application of modern technology and providing the centers with means for education of the disabled, establishment of special workshops for repairing technical means of the disabled as well as establishment of special information technology centers for the disabled and persons with visual impairment is considered in the Articles 4.1.56-4.1.58 of the Action Plan of the “State Program for Socio-economical Development of the Regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2009-2013”. 

278. According to the 2nd part of the Article 78 of the Labour Code of Azerbaijan Republic, employer prefers to provide work for persons who have gained labour disability or occupational disease in that facility when the speciality (profession) or professional contribution of applicants is equal.

279. According to the Article 29 of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On prevention of disabilities and impaired health of children and rehabilitation and social protection of the disabled and children with impaired health” the disabled persons who got these disabilities during labour or on duty and children with impaired health under 18 years of age having the same level of specialization have right to be employed  during the reduction of number of employees or staff of that enterprise, office and organization. Non-service time of disabled people of I and II group, injured and mutilated during their duties and for this reason lost their work ability, or children with impaired health up to 18 years old is included in their general or continuous service years.
280. According to the Article 7 of the Law of Azerbaijan Republic “On Employment” citizens have right to choose independently type of activity, profession, occupation or workplace. Except special occasions determined by legislation (during the decision entered into force by court, military service, military and emergency state) forced involvement of citizens in labour is not allowed.

281. Disabled people are involved by Employment Service authorities in vocational training courses prior to their physical abilities to ease integration of technically and professionally skilled disabled people to labour market. During report period 180 of disabled applicants to Employment Service authorities have been involved in vocational training courses (computer designer, computer user, fitter of products made of aluminium and plastic, sewer, binder, etc.). In addition, upon the request of Azerbaijan Blind Society 15 persons with disabled view have been involved in 2 months “Computer User” vocational training course through Braille program in November of current year.

282. According to the Article 30 of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On prevention of disabilities and impaired health of children and rehabilitation and social protection of the disabled and children with impaired health” the relevant city (district) executive authorities provide necessary conditions for persons with disabilities and for persons with impaired health under 18 years of age by granting them with non-residence rooms, as well as by assisting them for obtaining raw-material and sale of the products. 


	General Comments on information of the state on article 27.   
Of the number of persons with disabilities, who addressed the Public Employment Service for the 2007-2010 years in its regional training centers only 180 persons were given opportunities for vocational rehabilitation training for new jobs ("computer designer", "computer user", "fitter-collector of products from aluminum and plastic materials", "seamstress", etc. ).

In spite of the work done, we should note that the current system of vocational rehabilitation for persons with disabilities does not meet today's growing requirements and is faced with a huge number of institutional, material and methodological problems related to changing ideologies and mechanisms to assist persons with disabilities to increase their competitiveness in the labor market, as well as the establishment of integrated, efficient strategies to ensure availability of alternative opportunities for the socio-professional realization of persons with disabilities.  

Equal access to vocational training and work is a key factor in social participation of women and men with disabilities. Such social participation is possible, only if the access to the urban environment, territories, transport, jobs, etc. is made a reality. 

In order to eliminate all forms of segregation and discrimination of persons with disabilities and to provide them with full access to educational programs on the basis of individual strength. And in order to provide access to high level vocational training (both for persons with disabilities as well as the staff to provide care for persons with disabilities), which allows them access to the labor market on equal terms it is recommended: 

1. To integrate all of the economic and financial aspects of vocational training of persons with disabilities in general education programs, with particular attention to the needs of persons with disabilities - women and men - in terms of training time span, personalize training plans and training programs, and the relevant learning tools. 
2. To promote coordination of general and specialized services to recruit adequate staff and ensure the availability of all associated with employment needed conditions (such as training, assistance in the search for work, work offers, etc.), so as to achieve a valid and integrated approach to vocational integration of persons with disabilities. 
3. To develop effective integration policies on the basis of adequate financial resources and awareness raising work with employers and employees, effective personnel management of the work of persons with disabilities (through provision of opportunities for continuous training, career growth), with a view to combating prejudices and development of positive social perception of disability. 
4. To improve professional skills and skills of women and men with disabilities. 




 
 
 

 
 Article 29 - Participation in political and public life 
                             -------

	302.  According to Article 56 of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan citizens have the rights to elect and be elected to state bodies, as well as to participate in the referendum. With the decision of the Court, recognized incapable persons do not have the right to participate in elections, as well as in referendum.
303. According to the Election Code, Election (referendum) commissions and their members, other officials to vote for their activities, in organization and conduction of election (referendum), have to provide all possibilities for creation of special conditions as required, for the participation of disabled or voters with other physical disabilities. Each voter votes personally and alone. Voting for other persons’ place shall not be allowed to vote. Ballot paper is filled in the room or booth which no one is allowed to enter except the voter and it is equipped with special equipments for confidential ballot. Voters with disabilities, unable to write and fill the ballot paper independently, can call help to the room the Precinct Election Commission members and observers. This person`s last name and initial will be displayed in the list of voters on receiving the ballot paper together with the signature of the voter.

304. Disabled and children with impaired health and persons representing them have the right to establish public organizations, as well as various funds by the legislation, to protect their rights and interests, mutual assistance and service, according to the Article 50 of the Law “On prevention of disabilities and impaired health of children and rehabilitation and social protection of the disabled and children with impaired health”. 

305.   Government provides of persons with disabilities to comply with the rights of the public organizations and legal interests and guarantees the creation of conditions to perform their authorized duties according to the legislation, provides comprehensive assistance to them. Except for cases envisaged by legislation the state bodies and officials shall not be allowed for interference the activities of public organizations of disabled and children with impaired health.       

306. Press, radio and television prepare special programs about the life of disabled and children with impaired health. Government provides technical and financial assistance for the publication of the press associations of persons with disabilities.

307. Local authorities of public organizations of disabled persons and children with impaired health, as well as labour groups of their enterprises (associations), institutions and organizations can provide proposals for executive bodies about the social protection issues of disabled and children with impaired health. These organizations are exempted from payment of rental fee for buildings of the mass-cultural, sport clubs, cultural houses, libraries, etc. 

308. It should be noted that, 118 non-governmental organizations are dealing with the protection of the rights of the disabled.


	General Comments on information of the state on article 29.   
Because of the lack of accessibility of the buildings, polling sealed boxes for voting are brought to the houses of persons with disabilities. 



 


 
 Article 31 - Statistics and data collection 

                           ----

	327. Information is collected about health, education, employment, social status of the disabled persons and children with impaired health registering in the relevant structures of the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of Population. Confidentiality of this information is guaranteed.

328.  A single database is created about the disabled for the purpose of carrying out active work in areas of health care and social development of the persons with disabilities and to collect the complete information about them. Currently, information is collected about nearly 50 thousand persons with disabilities.


	General Comments on information of the state on article 31.   
There is not yet a single database of persons with disabilities. And therefore, there is no accurate statistical information on the number of persons with disabilities, as a whole or by specific categories (blind, deaf, on wheelchairs, with intellectual impairments, etc.)



 
 
                Article 33 - National implementation and monitoring 
                        -----

	339.The Working Group was established under the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of Population, consisting relevant government agencies and representatives of non-governmental organizations of persons with disabilities, for coordination of the implementation of the provisions of the Convention. The main purpose of the Working Group is to ensure the implementation and appropriate reflection of provisions on the protection of the rights of the disabled in action plans and development strategies of institutions represented by the members of the Group and to ensure the implementation of provisions of the Convention.

340.Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijan carries out an independent control related to the implementation of the Convention. 

341.Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of Population and other relevant government agencies carry out joint projects, cooperate actively with local and international non-governmental organizations for the rehabilitation of disabled and children with impaired health, their social security and integration to the society.

342.In implementing the Convention the total amount of AZN 55733087 was spent in 2009 and AZN 82048390 in 2010 to cover the costs of the activities aiming at social protection of the persons with disabilities. AZN 6147000 was spent in 2009 and AZN 5170000 in 2010 to supply the disabled with technical rehabilitation and transportation means, AZN 8417120 in 2009 and AZN 8527290 in 2010 to maintain specialized boarding houses and rehabilitation centers, AZN 950000  in 2009 and AZN 950000 in 2010 to provide referral of the persons with disabilities to health resorts, AZN 37084176 in 2009 and AZN 65383100 in 2010 to implement the actions to improve living conditions of the persons with disabilities, AZN 524000 in 2009 and AZN 603000 in 2010 on the protection of health status and medical rehabilitation of the persons with disabilities, AZN 672000 in 2009 and AZN 715000 in 2010 to improve knowledge of the persons with disabilities about disability, to implement the actions ensuring their creativity and leisure, sports and physical training, AZN 800000 in 2009 and AZN 700000 in 2010 to ensure material and technical support to the persons with disabilities, and AZN 1138791 was spent in 2009 on the construction of regional rehabilitation centers for the persons with disabilities.

	COMMENTS on para. 326 - As it was pointed out above, It is true that such a Working Group (a Civil Society Council) was indeed established in the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection of the Population of the Republic of Azerbaijan, but in the governing Board of this Working Group, individual persons with disabilities or their organizations are not represented. Also, in this Working Group there are 4 working groups. And yes, representatives of disability NGOs are represented there, but they do not have a casting vote.
By acting in this way the Government is therefore violating the main principle of participation and the main motto of persons with disabilities and the organizations representing them:  "nothing about us without us".  (The composition of the members of this working Group (Civil Society Council) can be seen  in the website of the ministry at  http://www.mlspp.gov.az/ru/pages/174)
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