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The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m.



Substantive issues arising in the implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (continued)
1. The Chairperson drew attention to the substantive issues addressed by the Committee at the current session. The Committee had heard remarks from the Deputy United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and held meetings with its partners. It had considered the reports of more States parties than usual thanks to the one-week extension to the session granted by the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly. As a result, the Committee had reduced its backlog of reports awaiting consideration. A similar extension had been approved for the next session. However, if the Committee was to fulfil its mandate, adequate support for the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights should also be provided. The Committee had discussed its working methods relating to the Optional Protocol and noted with satisfaction that ratifications of the Covenant and its Optional Protocol had increased, although it was necessary to accelerate that process.
2. Work had continued on the general comment on the right to sexual and reproductive health, and the possibility of a joint statement with other treaty bodies on the matter had been examined. The Committee had also decided to conduct background research on several general comments that might be formulated in future, relating to the right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications, State obligations in the context of corporate activities, and the environment and development. Issues to be raised during the forthcoming informal consultation of treaty body chairpersons had been identified, including the availability of documentation from the intergovernmental treaty body strengthening process. Additionally, the Committee had adopted a decision on its interpretation of the principles of independence and impartiality of treaty body members and would work on its relevant guidelines. Committee members had attended the annual meeting with the International Labour Organization Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, which that year had included the Working Group on Business and Human Rights. Lastly, during the session the Committee had welcomed large groups of students from the universities of Mannheim, Lausanne and Geneva, as well as individuals participating in training activities. 



Consideration of reports



(a)
Reports submitted by States parties in accordance with articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant (continued) (E/C.12/KWT/CO/2; E/C.12/ALB/CO/2-3; E/C.12/BEL/CO/4; E/C.12/BIH/CO/2; E/C.12/DJI/CO/1-2; E/C.12/BLR/CO/4-6; E/C.12/EGY/CO/2-4; E/C.12/GAB/CO/1; E/C.12/AUT/CO/4; E/C.12/NOR/CO/5)

3. The Chairperson said he took it that the Committee wished to adopt the concluding observations on the reports of Kuwait, Albania, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Djibouti, Belarus, Egypt, Gabon, Austria and Norway.

4. It was so decided. 



Miscellaneous matters

5. The Chairperson invited the Committee to adopt its annual report.

6. The annual report of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to the Economic and Social Council was adopted.

7. The Chairperson said that the Committee had adopted the provisional programme of work for its fifty-second session, to be held from 28 April to 23 May 2014, during which it would consider the reports of Armenia (E/C.12/ARM/2-3), China (E/C.12/CHN/2, E/C.12/CHN-HKG/3 and E/C.12/CHN-MAC/2), Czech Republic (E/C.12/CZE/2), El Salvador (E/C.12/SLV/3-5), Indonesia (E/C.12/IDN/1), Lithuania (E/C.12/LTU/2), Monaco (E/C.12/MCO/2-3), Serbia (E/C.12/SRB/2), Ukraine (E/C.12/UKR/6) and Uzbekistan (E/C.12/UZB/2).



Closure of the session

8. Following an exchange of courtesies, the Chairperson declared the fifty-first session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights closed.

The discussion covered in the summary record ended at 3.40 p.m.


*
No summary record was prepared for the rest of the meeting.

This record is subject to correction.

Corrections should be submitted in one of the working languages. They should be set forth in a memorandum and also incorporated in a copy of the record. They should be sent within one week of the date of this document to the Editing Unit, room E.4108, Palais des Nations, Geneva.

Any corrections to the records of the public meetings of the Committee at this session will be consolidated in a single corrigendum, to be issued shortly after the end of the session.
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