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Thank you Mr. Chairperson!

Mr. Chairperson,

Distinguished Members of the Committee,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to begin by expressing my delegation’s deep appreciation to the Committee for this opportunity to present Ethiopia’s initial and combined periodic report under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). I wish to assure the Committee of my delegation’s commitment and readiness to engage in a constructive dialogue with distinguished members of this Committee in the same spirit that animated our dialogue with other treaty bodies earlier. I would also like to express the appreciation of my Government to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights for the technical support it has provided in the preparation of the present report.

Distinguished Member of the Committee,

I wish to reiterate at the outset the Ethiopian Government’s sincere commitment to this process based on its obligation under the Covenant and its constitutional obligation to realise Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to individuals and groups in Ethiopia.

It will be recalled that Ethiopia ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) in 1993, and has been taking the necessary measures towards its implementation. 
I trust members of this Committee will agree that the realisation and fulfilment of the social, economic and cultural rights are largely dependent on the ability and capacity of governments to address the needs of citizens. Accordingly, I refer here to Article 2 (1) of the Covenant on achieving progressively the full realisation within  available resources. The Government would like to inform the Committee that, with its limited resources it has taken several measures to ensure the full realisation of the social, economic and cultural rights enshrined in the Covenant to its citizens. In order to achieve the full realisation, the protection and promotion of human rights, the Government has taken and continues to take decisive measures in laying down major legal frameworks and crafting national policies and action plans.

Similarly, the Government of Ethiopia has taken several positive steps to build its capacity to meet its international human rights reporting obligations. It has done so by, among other measures, fostering and promoting closer cooperation with relevant local and international institutions. In this regard, this effective relationship and cooperation between the Government and the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human rights – East Africa Regional Office could be sited as an example.

This exemplary cooperation between the Ethiopian government and the OHCHR has enabled Ethiopia to complete and present its overdue reports under various international and regional human rights instruments among which is reporting under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Mr. Chairperson,

Distinguished Members of the Committee,

The methodology used in the preparation of this report has been both participatory and comprehensive. It has thoroughly followed the harmonised guidelines on reporting to treaty bodies and the ICESCR specific guidelines. This report has benefited a lot from the enormous amount of information obtained and data gathered from various governmental (federal and regional) and non-governmental organs. Moreover, civil society organisations and academic institutions have also participated, adding their own inputs.

A national inter-ministerial, legal experts and drafting committees that were established for the preparation of the report helped tremendously to improve the combined report. The various consultations held prior to the preparation and finalisation of the report helped to create wider awareness and garner broader participation from all those concerned. Together with the Common Core Document, my Government believes, this report provide adequate information on the extent of the implementation of ICESCR in the country.

Mr. Chairperson,

The Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, inspired by international human rights standards, has enshrined provisions of all key human rights and fundamental freedoms. The Constitution has a separate section, with detailed provisions, concerning economic, social and cultural rights. These rights could only be fully realised by achieving economic development and through strengthening of democratic and judicial Institutions. That is why the Government has put in place an ambitious five year Growth and Transformation Plan (2011-2015) with the objective of realising people-centered, broad based, accelerated sustainable economic growth and social development.

The strategies, policies and objectives put in place are made with the objective of eradicating poverty from Ethiopia and to create conditions in which democracy and  good governance can thrive and enjoyment of human rights are guaranteed. As outlined in its foreign policy, Ethiopia has adopted a rights-based approach to development to underline the mutually reinforcing interrelationship between human rights, democracy and development.

The Ethiopian Government reiterates its commitments to ensure the full enjoyment of human rights for its people. In implementing people-centered and pro-poor development policies, the Ethiopian Government continues to invest in areas that affect the economic, social and cultural life of the people. As a result, the policies have enabled the country to achieve remarkable progress in poverty reduction, education, health care and employment, improving the livelihood and social welfare of the citizens.

In this regard, the country has been registering remarkable progress. For instance, the preliminary analysis of the 2010/11 household income consumption and expenditure survey indicates that poverty has markedly declined in Ethiopia since 2004/05.

The headcount poverty rate declined to 29.6 percent in 2010/11 from 38.7 percent in 2004/05. In rural areas, the head count poverty fell from 39.3 per cent in 2004/05 to 30.4 percent in 2010/11. This clearly exemplifies that poverty has declined in both rural an urban areas, although the decline is higher in urban areas. The inequality gap in urban areas declined by 6.2 percent. This demonstrates that Ethiopia is on the right track to achieve the Millennium Development Goal (MDGs) targets and reduce poverty by half by 2015.

Mr. Chairperson,

Distinguished Members of the Committee,

It is well acknowledged in development discourse that growth needs infrastructure. Thus the Government has undertaken building different infrastructures such as roads,  water development, education and health to realise the economic and social rights of its citizen. Moreover, to support its fast growing economy and meet the demand for power generation, the Government has been and still is engaged in the construction of many electricity projects.

Ethiopia is implementing agricultural policies, strategies and plans to eradicate poverty in the rural areas. The national development plan on food security is expected to bring sustainable solution. By way of assistance to rural residents, who are facing serious food shortages, the Government has been building its saving capacity, providing them loans, re-settling them to fertile areas on voluntary basis.

On social protection, the Constitution guarantees the right of social security by imposing obligation on the state to allocate resources, within available means, to provide rehabilitation and assistance to persons with disabilities, the elderly, and to children who are left without parents or guardians. In furtherance of this constitutional guarantee, the House of Peoples’ Representatives adopted several laws to provide them with social protection.

Mr. Chairperson,

To ensure the enjoyment of all rights by women, the Government has taken tangible measures. Due to the efforts made, the participation of women in political, social and economic affairs of the country has been increasing progressively. The Government is cognisant that participation of women in political social and economic affairs would be of paramount significance to the realisation of development objectives. Thus the Government has taken different measures, including affirmative action to increase the enrolment of girls in higher education institutions and to decrease the dropout rate of girls in different levels of education. It has also set up legal and policy measures to curb malpractices such as female genital mutilation, early marriage, forced marriage and other harmful traditional practices as a result of which significant progress is achieved.

The Constitution and other laws also guarantee non discrimination of women in respect of employment and wages. Moreover, in order to guarantee the economic rights of women, different legislations have been enacted which ensure the equal enjoyment of rights between women and men. These legislations cover the right of women in relation to property, inheritance and control over resources, including land while entering into, during or upon dissolution of marriage.

The Government has also established various normative and institutional standards in place to protect vulnerable and disadvantaged groups such as children, orphans, people living with HIV/AIDS and persons with disabilities. Due consideration has been given to protect their rights when crafting employment, education, health and HIV/AIDS policies.

On street children a series of rehabilitation, reintegration and protection measures were taken by the Government in collaboration with NGOs, to reduce the number of street children in urban areas. Various strategies, training opportunities and provision of micro-financing were implemented for youth and mothers living on the streets in order to support them to engage in income generating activities and improve their livelihood. Measures are also taken to reunite  street children  with their families in different areas of the country. As a result of this initiative, 16 100 street children were reintegrated and rehabilitated and have began to attend schools in their respective areas.

Mr. Chairperson,

Distinguished Members of the Committee,

Turning to cultural matters, it is well known Ethiopia is a country of extraordinary cultural diversity. It is a country of over 80 nations, nationalities and peoples’, each maintaining its distinctive culture, language, traditional values and heritage. Under Article 39 of the Constitution, every nation, nationality and people in Ethiopia has the constitutional right to speak, to write and develop their own language; to express, to develop its culture and to preserve its history.

The Government believes that the cultural heritages of the country contribute immensely to the renaissance and sustainable development endeavours. Ethiopia is doing its level best to increase benefits from the tourism sector making use of its heritages. The Government is working to link the heritage sites with other areas in order to increase the benefits of the community from the sites. As the country is rich in historic and cultural heritages, the number of visiting tourists has been increasing. The country has envisaged becoming one of the leading tourist destinations in Africa by the end of the Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP). In this regard, it gives me pleasure to report to the Committee that the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) has registered nine of Ethiopia’s historic and natural heritages, including most recently the Konso Cultural Landscape as a World Heritage.

Mr. Chairperson,

Distinguished Members of the Committee,

As provided for under the Covenant, international cooperation is essential to the realisation of numerous rights enshrined therein. To this end, nurturing these partnerships is particularly imperative to a country that still is burdened with poverty, illiteracy, drought and backward traditional malpractices. This is indeed why the Government is working tirelessly to achieve economic development and to meet the requirements set in the MDGs.

I will be remiss in my duty if I were to omit stating that, despite our best efforts, we still face many challenges and shortcomings. It goes without saying that the country continues to face challenges regarding the implementation and fullest enjoyment of the rights enshrined in the Covenant. My delegation would like to restate our position once again that like all developing countries, many of these shortcomings comes from our underdevelopment, poverty and lack of necessary capacity at the national level. While the Government is firmly committed to do everything in its power to ensure the full enjoyment of the rights set forth in the Covenant it fully recognises the value of international cooperation in the area. Likewise it understands that the contribution of civil society groups is vital if the government is to meet its obligations in accordance with international and regional human rights instruments. We earnestly hope the requisite cooperation will be forthcoming to augment our relentless efforts towards social-economic development.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairperson, on behalf of my delegation, I would again like to thank members of the Committee for this opportunity to our delegation. My delegation is ready to engage in a constructive dialogue with the Committee which we hope will make its own contribution to our development effort.









I thank you!
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