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Committee on the Rights of the Child
Review of Ireland
Introduction

Edmund Rice International (ERI) is an international non-governmental organization, founded in 2005 and with Special Consultative Status with ECOSOC since 2012. ERI is supported by two Catholic Religious Congregations, the Christian Brothers and the Presentation Brothers. It works with networks of like-minded organizations and in the countries where the two Congregations are present. ERI has a special interest in the rights of the child, the right to education and in eco-justice.

Lantern Centre 
The following submission has been prepared by the Lantern Centre which is part of the Edmund Rice network in Ireland.  The Lantern Centre is a Centre of welcome and hospitality to immigrants, refugees, asylum seekers and Irish people.  Its prime focus is to foster and actively encourage integration and to encourage the cultural diversity that has emerged in Ireland in the past 25 years.
  
The Centre operates on a practical level to provide:
a range of support services including English language Classes, Advocacy, networking with schools and colleges, and one to one support to children, young people and families (along with college and other third level educational training).  
The Centre collaborates with Spirasi  (Specialises in supporting victims of trauma establishes by the Spiritan Congregation) by hosting their Education Programme in the Centre three days a week and their Befriending Project for Refugees and Asylum Seekers. 
works with individuals and families to support those who leave the direct provisional Centres to find alternative accommodation which includes moving to new towns and seeking educational opportunities and schools for their children.
The Centre provides a space for people to meet for spiritual well- being.

It is part of the tapestry of support delivered through a myriad of organisations in Dublin and around the country.  

Clients to the Centre have come from in excess of 85 countries from across the globe and each week between 800 and 1,000 people come through its doors.  

Rights of the Child in Direct Provision System
The Lantern Intercultural Centre wishes to submit the following observations to the Committee on the Rights of the Child for your consideration, with a focus on children who have come into Ireland  through the asylum process.  (in Ireland.)  Ireland is one of the many countries who has taken in individuals and families in recent years from war torn countries across the world. 

Most of the refugees and asylum seekers who have come here were reluctant to leave their own native countries but fled in order to protect their children and themselves and to hope for a safer place to live and to exist.  For many their families were broken up and members dispersed across Europe.  Coming to Ireland they are very grateful to the Irish Government and to the Irish people for the support given and provided to them. Many end up in the Direct Provision system, which was meant to be a short-term solution:  
· But as the years roll on the direct provision system is crumbling due to the numbers, the movement from one direct provision centre to another, some centres either closing or sold, and the long time it takes to process applications for residency etc.  
· People can sometimes wait for upwards of ten to fourteen years before they are granted the right to stay.  
· This means that if you come here at the age of eighteen a person has seen their formidable years go blindly by and they are in their early to mid-thirties and have not had access to education, training or jobs.

The  long-term implications of growing up in direct provision have been repeatedly flagged over the past decade. When it was established in 2000, nobody envisaged so many children would spend their most formative years in the system. Children need space to play with other kids and do their homework. This is not available to those in Direct Provision.
  
The 2015 McMahon working group review of reception centre conditions recommended on-site homework clubs for children and the re-instatement of community welfare services for residents. It signalled a change in the conditions of centres, with a more concentrated effort to develop family-friendly settings. Mc Mahon 

Report: https://nascireland.org/news/2019/mcmahon-report-working-group-protection-process-and-direct-provision. We need to see an end to institutionalisation in relation to children.

In reflecting on our collective work and experience with our clients we focused on four key rights of the Child as laid down by the United Nations:
1. Survival rights: include the child’s right to life and the needs that are most basic to existence, such as nutrition, shelter, an adequate living standard, and access to medical services.

It is well documented in recent years that the housing shortage in Ireland is at a very critical level with no immediate solution on the horizon.  The refugees and asylum seekers are very grateful to the Irish Government for allowing them to come here and to apply for leave to stay etc.  They look forward to building a new life and to eventually becoming a citizen who want to work; to live and to pay their taxes like everyone else.  They begin to dream of a better life for their children and hope that their children will have the opportunity to access education and training in a safe environment.
· Many of our clients both individuals and those with families are forced to live in hostels, flats, apartments or multi occupied units sharing a communal kitchen and bathrooms etc. 
· Others who are less fortunate live in sub- standard accommodation with damp and fungus growing on walls etc. 
·  Some have been forced to live-in poor-quality hostels with drug addicts as neighbours who “shoot up” in the corridors at night, which is a terrifying experience and places them at risk.
· These substandard living conditions have a negative effect on child development and often reinforce the trauma they have experience in the asylum process. 
· They are at risk of abuse particularly when living in over-crowded living conditions.

2. Development rights: include the right to education, play, leisure, cultural activities, access to information, and freedom of thought, conscience and religion.

· The policy to move refugees and asylum seekers around the country from one centre to another is very unsettling.  Those who are attending an education programme cannot complete their course.  Frequently they are moved to Centres which are poorly serviced in terms of support structures.  The frequency of movement damages their confidence.  
· Many schools cannot provide schoolbooks to children coming from direct provision centres.
· Children growing up in the asylum system face numerous barriers, particularly when they finish secondary school and are unable to continue into third level. Some Irish universities have launched scholarships for asylum-seekers, but most students cannot carry on unless they pay international fees.
· Undocumented Children:  See Migrant Rights Centres recommendations 
 
3. Protection rights: ensure children are safeguarded against all forms of abuse, neglect and exploitation, including special care for refugee children; safeguards for children in the criminal justice system; protection for children in employment; protection and rehabilitation for children who have suffered exploitation or abuse of any kind.

· Unaccompanined minors.etc… Direct Provision centres…lack of privacy, shared bathrooms etc…

4. Participation rights: encompass children's freedom to express opinions, to have a say in matters affecting their own lives, to join associations and to assemble peacefully. As their capacities develop, children should have increasing opportunity to participate in the activities of society, in preparation for adulthood.

· The Centre provides schoolbooks, school uniforms and sports gear and clothing.
· The Centre provides financial support to buy food and to assist with heating bills clothing etc.
· The Centre helps with children to participate in sporting and leisure activities.
· The Centre provided resources to assist a family whose child was in a hospital some 30 kilometres away each day.


RECOMMENDATIONS TO IMPROVE THE CURRENT SYSTEM

1. State needs to ensure children are able to fully participate in the Irish education system by ensuring they have the means to buy uniforms, buy school supplies including books and attend school trips (educational and otherwise).

2. To work with communities in the towns and cities that host refugees and asylum seekers to improve the preparation and planning for the intake of refugees and asylum seekers.

3. To allow them to complete their educational and other training in the area in which they reside.

4. To develop a transition programme of support to those leaving the direct provision and accessing housing, schooling and other services in new areas. 

5. The Government needs to implement the recommendations of the McMahon Report in relation to Direct Provision. 
Safe Haven The needs of refugee children Arriving in Ireland Through the Irish Refugee Protection Programme: An Exploratory Study summary: 

https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/Safe%20Haven%20Executive%20Summary.pdf




