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ABOUT US
Dublin Rape Crisis Centre (DRCC) is a non-governmental organisation which for over 40 years has been dedicated to preventing the harm and trauma of rape and sexual abuse and promoting victims’ healing. DRCC is the largest of the 16 Rape Crisis Centres in Ireland and serves the population of Dublin and surrounding counties for counselling and nationwide through its helpline, education and policy work.  DRCC also serves as a gateway to a range of additional supports including medical, legal, and social services. 

LIST OF ISSUES PRIOR TO REPORT (LOIPR)
This submission presented by the Dublin Rape Crisis Centre focuses on 3 core issues in the List of Issues Prior to Report (LOIPR) raised by the UN Committee against Torture (the Committee)
 in respect of Ireland’s forthcoming examination.
ARTICLE 2 (3b); Concluding Observations para. 32(b)
The lack of reliable statistics hampers the understanding of the problem of sexual violence, and possible solutions. 
Since the Report issued, the State’s Central Statistics Office (CSO) has been charged with undertaking the development and delivery of a new national survey on the prevalence of sexual violence in Ireland
. The proposal to have this study undertaken by the CSO means the State will then have the tools and understanding to collect information on a regular basis.
It is envisaged however, that the entire process may take in the region of 5 years which will mean that Ireland will not have any information on the prevalence of sexual violence until 2024 at the earliest. Research on small marginal groups, and research on sexual harassment, have both been excluded from the new national study. 

· In light of the above the Committee may wish to enquire why Ireland will have to wait even longer to understand how some small minorities experience sexual violence as they might be at particular risk. The Committee may also wish to enquire what steps the State’s Party has taken to ensure this survey is repeated on a consistent basis.

The establishment of a monitoring committee to oversee the National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence 2016-2021 implementation is welcome. 
The current methodology to ensure the full implementation of the Strategy is unsatisfactory. The level of engagement between Government departments and State agencies with NGO’s is insufficient to meaningfully achieve an in-depth level of insight and input into the Strategy’s progress. 
The Strategy commits to establishing a bottom line ‘gold standard’ of data collection and analysis by all agencies working in the area of domestic and sexual violence. Progress on this matter is extremely slow.

· The Committee may wish to enquire what steps the State’s Party will take to ensure the full implementation of the Strategy in light of the feedback provided.

ARTICLE 2 (3d); Concluding Observations para. 32(a)
· The Committee’s recommendation with regard to amending the Domestic Violence Bill was realised through the State’s introduction of the Domestic Violence Act 2018.

ARTICLE 10 (b); Concluding Observations para. 14(b)

Training of law enforcement personnel is relevant to dealing with victims of sexual violence who are a vulnerable group within the criminal law system. This is particularly appropriate in a context where the EU Victims of Crime Directive is directly applicable in Irish law through the Criminal Justice (Victims of Crime) Act 2017.

Currently, trainee police and prison officers receive some limited specific training on dealing with victims of sexual trauma in their initial training but there is no requirement for continued updating of that training. There is no mandatory training of the judiciary or legal professionals or others in dealing with victims of sexual violence including specific training in interviewing, investigating, forensics, prosecution and recognition of the rights of victims to information and not to be re-traumatised by the criminal law system.
· The Committee may wish to enquire what steps the State’s Party will take to ensure that all law enforcement personnel and legal practitioners, including judges have initial and ongoing training in dealing with victims of sexual violence as a mandatory part of their education.

ARTICLES 12, 13 and 14 (20e); Concluding Observations para. 32(c)
Effective right to redress 

Victims of sexual violence who seek redress through the criminal law system face a number of barriers including the risk of re-victimisation in the court process.
Victims of sexual violence are treated in criminal proceedings similar to victims of any other crime, without taking their special protection needs into account. Such needs in particular relate to the status of the complainant as normally the main witness against the accused.
Since the Report issued, a working group was established to undertake a review of the investigation and prosecution of sexual offences in the criminal law system.
  This review represents an important step in ensuring that victims of sexual violence will not be further traumatised by the trial process, and that perpetrators of such serious crimes can be held to account. The report of this review has yet to be published.
· The Committee may wish to enquire what steps the State’s Party will take to ensure the final report is published and following publication that the review recommendations are implemented.
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