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09 September 2019
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the combined eighth and ninth periodic reports of El Salvador, at the Committee’s sixty-sixth session, held in February 2017. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/SLV/CO/8-9) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 52 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested El Salvador to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 13 (a) and (b) and 17 (a) and (c) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received on time in March 2019 (CEDAW/C/SLV/CO/8-9/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-third session, held in July 2019 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 13 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “allocate adequate human, technical and financial resources to enable effective operation of the newly-created special jurisdiction on crimes against women”: 
 The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the human and financial resources allocated to the specialized courts for a life free from violence and discrimination against women in San Salvador, Santa Ana and San Miguel. It also welcomes information provided on training of potential and current staff of these courts, as well as on the ongoing development of a skills manual for multidisciplinary teams supporting the work of those courts. The Committee remains concerned, however, at the lack of information on whether newly created jurisdiction on crimes against women effectively operate. The Committee considers that the State party took substantial steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been substantially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to responds fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
His Excellency

Mr. Joaquín Alexander Maza Martelli
Permanent Representative of the Republic of El Salvador
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Rue de Lausanne 65

1202 Geneva
Email: mision.ginebra@rree.gob.sv
In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “reinforce the capacities of the National Civil Police, the Office of the Procurator-General, and the Institute of Forensic Medicine for the application of protocols and for monitoring their implementation”:

The Committee welcomes information provided on the existence of 31 specialized institutional support units for women within the National Civil Police, which are staffed with 49 people, of 15 such units within the Procurator-General, which are staffed with 179 people, and of two such units within the Institute of Forensic Medicine. The Committee also welcomes information provided on the financial resources allocated to the units within the Procurator-General and the National Civil Police, as well as on trainings provided to their staff. It however regrets the absence of information on specific measures taken to guarantee the monitoring of the implementation of protocols governing the action of the units cited above. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 13 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Ensure effective operation of the newly created special jurisdiction on crimes against women;
2.
Reinforce the capacities of the National Civil Police, the Office of the Procurator-General, and the Institute of Forensic Medicine for the monitoring of the implementation of protocols governing the action of their specialized units.
With regard to the recommendation made in paragraph 17 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “expedite the adoption of legislation reinforcing the leading role of the Salvadoran Institute for the Advancement of Women (ISDEMU)”: 
The Committee welcomes information provided on the presentation of the Draft Legislative Decree on the Law on the Salvadoran Institute for Women, in September 2018. It however regrets that the adoption of such legislation has been pending since its dialogue with the State party, in February 2017, and that it has not yet been completed. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive and responds to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.

Regarding the recommendation urging the State party to “continue strengthening ISDEMU by providing it with the necessary human, technical and financial resources to ensure the effective coordination and implementation of public policies for the advancement of women, and in particular to fulfil its mandate in the area of data collection”:
The Committee welcomes information provided on a 13.6 per cent increase of the budget allocated to ISDEMU in 2019, and on the creation of a Planning Coordination Unit within this same institution in 2017. It takes note of the information provided that this unit is staffed with three persons, and that it is, amongst other tasks, in charge of following up on the National System of Gender Statistics. The Committee regrets, however, that the staffing of this unit does not seem commensurate with its numerous responsibilities. It moreover regrets the lack of information on the technical and financial resources allocated to and on activities implemented by this unit, in particular concerning data collection. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendations have been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 17 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Expedite the adoption of legislation reinforcing the leading role of the Salvadoran Institute for the Advancement of Women (ISDEMU);
2.
Continue strengthening ISDEMU by providing it with the necessary human, technical and financial resources to ensure the effective coordination and implementation of public policies for the advancement of women, and in particular to fulfil its mandate in the area of data collection.
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Lia Nadaraia
Rapporteur on follow-up
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