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BRIEFING ON FRANCE FOR THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 
114th session June/July 2015
From Dr Sharon Owen, Research and Information Coordinator, 
Global Initiative, sharon@endcorporalpunishment.org
This briefing supplements the briefing submitted for the List of Issues and is provided in light of the outcome of the collective complaint on the issue to the European Committee of Social Rights, published in May 2015. We hope the Committee, in its concluding observations on France’s fifth report, will:
· recommend that legislation is enacted and enforced throughout the state and its territories which explicitly prohibits corporal punishment in all settings including the home as a matter of urgency.


1 The legality of corporal punishment in France
1.1 As described in our previous briefing, corporal punishment of children in France is unlawful as a sentence for crime; it is not explicitly prohibited in the home, alternative care settings, day care, schools and penal institutions. The legal situation is similar in the French overseas departments and regions and in the overseas collectivities.

2 The 2015 decision of the European Committee of Social Rights
2.1 In 2013, a complaint was brought against France by the Association for the Protection of All Children (APPROACH) Ltd, under the collective complaints procedure of the European Committee of Social Rights.[footnoteRef:1] The complaint alleged that, in breach of the European Social Charter, there is no explicit and effective prohibition of all corporal punishment in the family, schools and other settings and that France has failed to act with due diligence to eliminate such punishment in practice. The Committee published its decision in March 2015. It found that the situation in France is in violation of article 17 of the Charter because “there is no sufficiently clear, binding and precise prohibition of corporal punishment set out in French law”.[footnoteRef:2] In its unanimous decision, the Committee noted “there is now a wide consensus at both the European and international level among human rights bodies that the corporal punishment of children should be expressly and comprehensively prohibited in law”. [1:  Collective complaint No. 92/2013, Association for the Protection of All Children (APPROACH) Ltd v France]  [2:  Decision on the Merits, Adoption 12 September 2014, Notification 3 November 2014, Publicity 4 March 2015, para. 37] 

2.2 We hope the Human Rights Committee will raise the issue of corporal punishment in its examination of France, in particular asking, in light of the recent ECSR decision, how the state party intends to progress towards prohibition of all corporal punishment. We hope the Committee will recommend legislation is enacted as a matter of urgency which explicitly prohibits corporal punishment in all settings including the home throughout the state and its territories.
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