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About Lumos

Lumos is an international NGO
, founded by author J.K. Rowling, working to end the institutionalisation of children around the world by 2050. We support governments and communities to transform education, health and social care systems for children and their families, assisting children to move from institutions to family-based care. In November 2014, Lumos conducted an assessment of a small number of institutionalised children in regions affected by conflict in Ukraine. The purpose of the assessment was to identify the risks to the most vulnerable children at a time of crisis and consider ways to assist. Major human rights concerns for children with disabilities became apparent during the assessment.  
Institutionalisation of children
More than eighty years of research demonstrates the harm caused by institutionalisation.
 In spite of the best intentions, institutions do not protect children or provide them with a safe environment; instead they leave children more vulnerable to violence, abuse and neglect. Institutions are not an effective means of providing education, health or other services to children, particularly children with disabilities. The outcomes for children raised in institutions are dire with a dramatic reduction in their future life chances and significantly limiting the potential to achieve mainstream development goals.
 The impact of institutionalisation can last a lifetime. For more information, please see the Lumos Factsheet: Children in Institutions: The Risks.

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) requires that persons with disabilities have the right to live in the community (Article 19), to be protected from any form of torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (Article 15) and exploitation, violence and abuse (Article 16).
 Such treatment is a common occurrence in long-stay residential institutions for persons with disabilities. As regards children with disabilities, Article 23(1) of the UNCRPD provides that they have equal rights with respect to family life, and Article 23(5) states that where the immediate family is unable to care for them, State Parties shall “undertake every effort to provide alternative care within the wider family, and failing that, within the community in a family setting.” Children with disabilities are entitled to full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms (Article 7), which includes all rights enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

Children with disabilities living in institutional care in Ukraine
Before the conflict in Ukraine erupted in January 2014, it was estimated there were 117,600 children living in 957 residential institutions across the country (excluding prisons and hospitals).
  However figures vary; UNICEF has estimated that 82,000 children lived in institutions in the country
; whereas others have suggested there were as many as 200,000 children living in institutions in Ukraine. 
 Figures on how many of these children have a disability are not available. Conditions in many of the institutions were poor. 
The Ukrainian government, at both local and national level, has demonstrated a will to deinstitutionalise the child care system, however it is thought that some practices emerging from the conflict such as re-use of old institutions, child separation, family crisis, etc. undermine the efforts to deinstitutionalise. In addition, there is concern that humanitarian support and later restructure may strengthen the use of institutions as opposed to developing and supporting family-based care options.
Malnutrition-related illnesses and deaths

Lumos is aware that children with disabilities in institutions in Ukraine, as in many countries with similar structures, have died from malnutrition-related illnesses. Lumos considers that the situation is likely to have deteriorated as the conflict is ongoing, resulting in grave violation of the Convention (including Articles 10, Article 25 and 25 (f)). 
Use of first generation psychotropic drugs

Lumos is also aware of evidence of pharmacological treatments and usage of first generation anti-psychotic, psychotropic drugs on children with psychological disabilities in institutions. These forms of treatment can result to life-threatening side effects on children with disabilities. The use of these drugs on children with disabilities amount to grave violations of the Convention. 
It was confirmed that second generation anti-psychotic drugs are readily available in the Ukraine but that the use would require significant additional funding. 
Lumos recommends that the Committee include in its General Recommendation:
· The need for immediate evaluation of the circumstances of children in institutions, particularly those affected by conflict, and informed action to ensure any deaths of children with disabilities, due to abuse, neglect, violence, malnutrition or other preventable causes, are avoided.  
· The need to immediately stop the admission of first generation psychotropic drugs to children with disabilities. This should be done by assessing the need for use of psychiatric medication in individual children and where necessary making an investment in second generation anti-psychotic drugs, which are believed to be readily available in the country. 
· The need for the Ukrainian government and any other established and legitimate government in Ukraine to move forward on its commitment to end the institutionalisation of children, prioritising children with disabilities in the process.
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