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Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
Ladies and gentlemen,
On behalf of the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, I am very pleased to welcome you to the seventy-sixth session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.  
At the second anniversary of the little boy Alan Kurdi’s death two years ago on a Turkish shore, we sadly must recognize the tragic loss of at least 8,500 refugees and migrants who have died or gone missing trying to cross the Mediterranean alone, an unknown number of them children.   92 per cent of the 13,700 children who arrived to Italy by sea in the first seven months of 2017 were unaccompanied. And this does not affect only the Mediterranean area. Statements and reports from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UNICEF, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees  and other agencies denounced violations against children in the context of migration all over the world. Children in countries and regions including the Central Africa Republic, South Sudan, Nigeria, Yemen, Myanmar, Australia, Central America, and the border with United States were particularly affected. At the end of last year, 65.6 million people were forcibly displaced worldwide with a record 22.5 million refugees who had been uprooted by war and persecution worldwide, more than half of them children. 
In a panel discussion on unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents and human rights held during the June 2017 session of the Human Rights Council, the High Commissioner for Human Rights concluded his statement by stating that “We need to listen to migrant children and adolescents […]. We need to build a global framework which ensures future generations are spared the hellish journeys far too many boys and girls face today.” 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
The worrying statistics I noted confirm the importance of the work you are doing jointly with the Committee on Migrant Workers in developing two draft joint general comments on children in the context of international migration. The two documents emphasize that all children caught up in the global migration crisis should be treated as children first and foremost. In this regard, there have been many activities being undertaken recently in order to finalize the two joint general comments. As you are aware, regional consultations were organized by the Human Rights Treaties Branch, in cooperation with UNICEF and other partners, in Geneva, Madrid, Bangkok, Berlin, Mexico City, Beirut and Dakar. These consultations greatly enriched the text of the joint general comments by ensuring input from a broad range of regional stakeholders, including States, United Nations agencies and entities, national institutions, civil society actors, including children, academia and other experts. I would like to commend both working groups from the Committee on the Rights of the Child  and the Committee on Migrant Workers and for the tremendous efforts made in finalizing these very rich and topical joint general comments. You will review it during this session with a view to hopefully timely adoption by both Committees so that it can inform the Global Compact process. It will undoubtedly provide guidance to States to ensure the protection of the human rights of children involved in international migration. 
Distinguished members,
With reference to the Optional Protocol on a communications procedure , the positive trend continues as more and more communications are coming to the Committee. So far of the 32 communications which have been registered, 27 were received this year. Around 125 cases were received which were not registered, demonstrating the continuing interest in this procedure. As you know to date the Committee has examined and adopted 4 cases:  3 concerning Spain and 1 concerning Costa Rica.  All of them were declared inadmissible. However, no new States have ratified or acceded this Optional Protocol since the last session, which shows the need for States to be more aware of this instrument and for our concerted efforts with our partners to do so. 
This session will also mark the launch of general comment 21 on children in street situations on 28 September to be held in the Palais des Nation  organized by OHCHR, the Missions of Uruguay and the European Union and the Consortium for Street Children. The Committee’s Chair and the Coordinator of the Working group on this general comment, Mr. Gastaud, will be in the panel. In addition to the text developed by the Committee, a plain language adaptation is currently being developed to help practitioners with a child friendly version of the general comment (in English, French and Spanish). This will support the dissemination of the general comment at a wider level, including among children in street situations. 

Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,

Concerning the Treaty Bodies Strengthening process, the International Service for Human Rights with the support of the Permanent Missions of Switzerland and Costa Rica organized a consultation on the political strategy ahead of the 2020 review of the treaty bodies on 23 and 24 May 2017, in Geneva. The aim of the consultation was to develop a strategy to ensure that the 2020 review of the treaty bodies leads to a system that is more accessible, inclusive, efficient, effective and rights-oriented. Some of the challenges faced by treaty bodies were discussed, such as the insufficient harmonization of working methods or weak State compliance with reporting and implementing obligations. Also discussed were the opportunities afforded by the 2020 review process to have a strengthening process with strong support for progressive solutions by a critical mass of relevant actors, including States, national institutions, civil society and the treaty bodies themselves, which would result in a truly improved system.

As you are aware the first report of the Secretary-General pursuant to General Assembly resolution 68/268 has been submitted to the General Assembly before this summer.  The Fifth Committee will look at the request it includes for additional support during the fall. As the number of submission of individual complaints to treaty bodies has rocketed during the last two-years the Secretary-General is requesting additional meeting time, especially for the Human Rights Committee. The ACABQ, an advisory body on administrative and financial issues, has looked at this request during the summer weeks and will issue its recommendations to the 5th Committee soon. We will keep you informed on the outcome of this process which should be known by the end of this year. 

During the 29th meeting of the Chairs of the treaty bodies, held in New York this June, the Chairs discussed, among other topics, the problem of late and non-reporting by States parties, procedures of the human rights treaty bodies for following up on concluding observations and views, and a common approach to engagement with national human rights institutions. Welcoming all initiatives that seek to collect innovative ideas in light of the review of the treaty body system by the Assembly in 2020, the Chairs reiterated their commitment to remain engaged at all stages of the various processes. In particular, with reference to the problem of late reporting, it is to be noted that as at 1 March 2017, an unacceptable 34 per cent of all reports to be submitted to the treaty bodies were overdue. In particular the situation is quite worrying concerning initial reports due under this Committee’s two Optional Protocols.  For the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography the rate is 37 per cent and for the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict 28 per cent. The situation is better for the Convention where late reporting concerning periodic reports is 20 per cent. As mentioned by the High Commissioner in his opening statement at the thirty-first session of the Human Rights Council, achieving progress in human rights takes a great deal more than a flourish of a signature at the bottom of a document. 
 	In this regard I am pleased to inform you that  OHCHR, through its treaty body capacity-building programme, is also actively involved in assisting States with fulfilling their reporting obligations, notably by organizing sub-regional training-of-trainers workshops on treaty body reporting, providing support at national level, including on National Mechanisms for Reporting and Follow-up, and training methodologies for State officials. Botswana, Cape Verde, Lesotho, St. Kitts and Nevis and Seychelles already submitted or are in the process of submitting their respective reports under the Convention of the Rights of the Child as a result of this training. 
Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,

At the inter-governmental level, the Human Rights Council continues to have an active focus on child and youth rights issues. In addition to the resolution on the rights of the child in emergencies, and the one on best practices on birth registration adopted last March, the Council adopted in June resolution 35/14 on youth and human rights. The resolution requests the High Commissioner, in consultation with partners, including the treaty bodies, to conduct a detailed study on the implementation of human rights of young people.  During the same session, the OHCHR analytical study on the relationship between climate change and the full and effective enjoyment of the rights of the child was presented to the Council.  Further, OHCHR organized jointly with the World Health Organization a meeting of experts on experiences on the application of a human rights based approach on prevention of child mortality, which also counted with the participation of the Committee. 

Regarding the Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty, a number of fundraising activities by the Independent Expert and other partners are currently continuing to try to at minimum the funds required for its implementation.   State support to these efforts has been very disappointing.

After the briefing you had last session on the work of the OHCHR-WHO High Level Working Group on the Health and Human Rights of Women, Children and Adolescents at the meeting of Treaty Body Members Platform at the Geneva Academy held jointly with the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, I would like now to update you on the most recent work regarding the Working group. In May 2017, the High Level Working Group on Health and Human Rights of Women, Children and Adolescents launched its report at the World Health Assembly, and presented its recommendations to the High Commissioner and Director General of the World Health Organization. The report "Leading the realization of human rights to health and through health" is not a technical report but a call to action. It is based on the notion that health and human rights are inextricably intertwined and indivisible, and that progress on both is only possible with bold, unapologetic leadership at the highest levels – currently the gravest most persistent gap between the promises made and achieved for women, children and adolescents. The report also calls for more enabling environments for rights to and through health, advocates for the right to health to be enshrined in national law and for health financing to be rights-based, and emphasizes that the success of the Sustainable Development Goals will depend on successfully pursuing this integrated agenda. OHCHR and WHO are now in the process of developing a joint work plan which will include the identification of areas where work on health and human rights could be supported in the context of treaty body work.  A two-day workshop organized by the entities is being planned for treaty body representatives for the month of October.


Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
With this, let me wish you a successful and productive session and thank you for your attention.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you.
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