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Madame Chairperson 
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Distinguished delegates,
Participants

It is my honour to attend the 19th session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and to briefly present, on behalf of the Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing, Ms Leilani Farha, her latest report to the 72nd session of the General Assembly (A/72/128). The report focuses the right to adequate housing of persons with disabilities. 

As the Special Rapporteur inspiringly said in October 2017, in New York, “Housing is absolutely central to dignity and equal rights for persons with disabilities. Choosing where and with whom to live, being part of a community, having access to safe and accessible housing, and forms of support is the difference between belonging and isolation, security and abuse, and all too often between life and death.”

In fact, in her work as Special Rapporteur, Ms Farha has often underlined the widespread discrimination and stigmatization that persons with disabilities face with regard to accessing, enjoying and exercising their right to adequate housing. This is a recurrent concern in her country visits, in particular when directing her attention to informal settlements and the places where homeless people reside. Some of the most shocking and distressful situations of poor living conditions, lack of sanitation or water, as well as isolation and neglect have been those faced by persons with disabilities of all ages.

The main objective of her report was twofold, first to call on the international community to give priority consideration to the right to housing of persons with disabilities, to the extend and urgency that would be required. Second, to outline a rich body of human rights law already in place, from which to draw, and in particular, a crucial opportunity to merge “disability human rights” paradigm developed under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) with the standards and principles that have been developed on the right to housing under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).  

In the Special Rapporteur’s view, core principles anchored in the CRPD are crucial to Aa more effective understanding and enhanced protection of the right to housing for persons with disabilities. Allow me to outline the main ones:

First, the Convention stresses the centrality of dignity, autonomy, and freedom to choose with respect to the right to housing. For persons with disabilities, access to adequate housing and to a range of residential and other support services to ensure effective inclusion in the community, are in fact a unique fusion of the civil and political rights with the economic, social and cultural rights. 

Second, the Convention provides a particular understanding of the right to non-discrimination and equality, by providing for reasonable accommodation of persons with disabilities. This requires physical modifications as well as adapting the application of laws and policies to the specific circumstances of persons with disabilities. Governments are also required to address systemic inequality, and take positive action, for example, to eliminate homelessness, ensure adequate social protection, ensure an adequate supply of affordable, accessible housing; and address the scarcity of land for housing for persons with disabilities 

Third, the Convention recognizes accessibility for persons with disabilities, in its various dimensions: physical accessibility, such as ramps and accessible doors but also accessibility in relation to removing barriers to accessing work, services and public spaces— in short, States must ensure that all aspects of the housing environment are accessible.   

Fourth, the Convention recognizes the right to participate as integral to the implementation of the right to housing. In the implementation of legislation, policy or other decisions, States must closely consult with and actively involve persons with disabilities through their representative organizations.

And fifth, persons with disabilities must have access to justice. States should establish complaints and accountability mechanisms and ensure that courts are able to hear and adjudicate claims relating to the right to adequate housing of persons with disabilities.

In the Special Rapporteur’s view, these and other principles in the Convention must be applied in consonance with the norms and standards developed under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, in particular articles 2.2 and 11.1, to ensure the equal enjoyment of the right to adequate housing. In particular, the Special Rapporteur draws from the two central general comments on the right to housing, general comments no. 4 and 7, as well as general comment no. 2 of this Committee. They must be applied in relation to the key components of the right to adequate housing, which include: security of tenure; affordability, availability of services, habitability, location, and cultural adequacy. 

Distinguished delegates and participants,

Under both the Convention and the Covenant the obligations of State parties are also financial, as States must take measures to the maximum of their available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the right to housing. In this context, the housing needs of persons with disabilities must be given a particular priority, including in budgets and policy measures at all levels of government. 

Persons with disabilities must be empowered to challenge failures to address individual circumstances, through reasonable accommodation; but they must also be empowered to challenge housing, planning and zoning, social protection and justice systems that fail to address their circumstances and deny them access to adequate housing.  

In recent years, States have committed themselves to the New Urban Agenda and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including a commitment to ensuring access to adequate, affordable, secure housing for all by 2030, under the motto of “leaving no one behind”. These commitments demand that all levels of Government, the international community, private actors and the human rights community do much more to ensure the realization of the right to housing of persons with disabilities. In this context, the SR has made a number of recommendations, and I’d like to bring to the Committee four which should become central to your interactions with States parties in their reporting procedures: 

Among other key recommendations, the Special Rapporteur highlights the following: 

1. Recognize in domestic law the obligation to realize the right to housing of persons with disabilities, tying this obligation to the New Urban Agenda and Goal 11 of the SDGs, and devoting resources to ensuring implementation of the laws;

2. Ensure that all persons with disabilities are able to live free from institutionalization and that access to adequate housing and requisite services and support is provided in the community; 

3. Address homelessness among persons with disabilities on an urgent basis and prioritize measures to address the circumstances of those living in informal settlements; 

4. Ensure access to justice and effective accountability mechanisms for claims to the right to adequate housing by persons with disabilities, including when States have failed to adopt reasonable programmatic measures to realize the right;


Thank you for your attention, 

****ENDS****
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