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KIRIBATI

Mr. Tarakabu Tofinga
Honourable Minister for Ministry of Justice Opening statement
90th Session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child 
Held online from Capital Tarawa-18-19 May 2022 & Geneva, Switzerland

Mr. President
Distinguished members of the CRC Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

At the outset, allow me to share our traditional and warm greetings from the people and the gov't of the Republic of Kiribati 'Kam na bane n Mauri 

The Republic of Kiribati is one of the Small Island Developing States, and is also classified as a Least Developed Country. It consists of 33 small atolls, located in three major groupings astride the Equator in the Pacific Ocean - the Gilbert Group, the Line Group and the Phoenix Group. Our atolls lie scattered across more than 3.5 million square kilometres of ocean, which to give you some perspective is roughly the size of the total land area of all the countries of the European Union. However, with a total land area of only 810 square kilometres, we have more than 4000 square kilometres of ocean for every square kilometre of land. The capital, Tarawa, is more than 3000 kilometres away from our people in the northern Line Islands. As you can imagine, we face significant challenges in the delivery of services to over 119,446 people in 2020 census.

The Government of Kiribati is grateful for this opportunity to address this important international body that is responsible for ensuring the rights of the children of the world are respected. The Government recognizes and places importance on the fundamental rights of all people including Children and is pleased to inform that our delegation from each of their respective sectors are ready to discuss the 2nd - 4th reporting on the convention of the rights of the child.

The rights of children are of particular importance to Kiribati. Aside from the special position of children and young people in our culture, we have a relatively young population. According to preliminary data from 2020 census, 44.5 per cent of the population was aged under 20 years. The children station in the urban area the capital 25.5 percentage while 20 percentage in the rural areas. This indicates that more children in the rural area as education and health services is all provided by the Government for their benefits. 

Kiribati has a strong traditional culture that revolves around relationships within and between groups, with well-defined traditional structures and systems. Such structures and systems also uphold many of the values and principles that are at the core of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The basic social and economic unit is the extended family, which provides social security to a child. This collective responsibility is extended to the village and the local community through which a child is taught his or her role and position in each of these groups. 

Moreover, Kiribati traditional culture, children do not have a voice in decision making and there are few opportunities for them to air their views. However, I consider that there is a growing acceptance for the need for the culture to evolve to give children a greater voice in the community

Hence, I wish to highlight the achievements updates of Kiribati after the report have been submitted to the Secretariat in 2019 and to date. Recent measures of CRC are the amendment of Child’s Rights on Juvenile Justice Bill as rights of children is harmonized with the CRC. Further comprehensive National Foreign Policy to ensure the rights of Children’s who are stationed overseas and may require to return to their own country of birth as their rights of citizenship is legally binding under Citizens Act.  

With the wellbeing of children, the Government under its manifesto policy is to provide milk free to support children from 0 to 5 years old. 

The child definitions in article 1 of CRC has been included in the Education Act 2016 and Police Powers and Duties Act 2008 with Family Peace Act 2014. The benefits of these legislation to the child includes the right to education; protection to early and arrange customary marriage; protection to any harmful work either physically or psychologically or economically abuse with domestic violence.

In addition, reviews to amend legal provisions that prevent equal rights between women and men to confer nationality to children and spouses, particularly articles 21-22 in CRC. The constitution and citizenship Act 1979 are under process of review, as the portfolio of citizenship unit, recently transfer from Ministry of Justice to Ministry of Foreign Affairs this year to continue the process of review with office of the Attorney General. 

Corporal punishment to children has been revoked under the Education Act 2016. Although the practice within family unit is still practice, but in a form of instruction disciplinary, where children are banned from certain entertainments and sports. 

Harmful practices to children in using technology and protection of children under section 104 Amendment of Communication Act 2016, as children are protected from child pornography engagement in sexually explicit conduct this includes visual, images, videos are all prohibited under this legislation. Child labour is also protected under the Employment Industrial Relation Code 2015. 

Children under sexual abuse as in the case of foreign fishing vessels porting at the capital, as the Ministry of Health and Medical Services runs a program on Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights to prevent young girls from early pregnancy as well as getting STDs and STIs and to be aware of their prevention rights measures. 

Hotlines for the protection of Child’s rights runs 24/7 as the measures of Government to ensure the high security of young children from getting assistance and help at the point of need. This service is provided by the Kiribati Police Service with the Ministry of Women Youth and Social Affairs, with the NGO (Kiribati Women and Children Support Centre)

In closing, I wanted to make special mention of the funding assistance provided to us by UNICEF, through their help with their partners like OHCHR and HRSD and others that we have been able to make this online dialogue successfully. 

Mr. President, I look forward to the deliberations ahead relating to the thematic clusters of the convention and the reporting frameworks set out by the council. I welcome questions and queries from the panel regarding any aspects of the thematic clusters and I encourage members of Kiribati delegation representatives from their various respected sectors to be forthright and open minded in their updates and discussions. 

I therefore bestow Kiribati traditional blessings;

Te Mauri, Te Raoi, ao Te Tabemoa 

I thank you  
image1.jpeg
L))

N




