


»�We cannot ‘know’ a community simply by counting 

them. While statistical data will reveal the numerics of 

a population and its geographic or demographic spread 

it will not provide us with a deep understanding, a ‘thick 

description’ of the culture of an individual, a tribe or a 

nation. It will not tell us why a community ‘holds tight to 

its values and attitudes’ and steadfastly resists estab-

lishment led interventions designed to ‘improve their life 

situations’. Only by recognising the influence of [so-

cial] structures [or intersectionalities] of class, gender, 

ethnicity, culture, nation, age and so on and how the 

individual, tribe or nation shapes or makes meaning of 

these structures will we get to the truth of the matter.« 

Lynne Tammi, Director, Article 12 in Scotland, 2013 

»�During my visit I have […] received multiple testimonies 

on the shortage of sufficient, adequate and safe sites 

for Gypsy and Traveller communities across the United 

Kingdom, many of whom feel this is part of the stigma 

and discrimination they regularly face from Govern-

ments and society as a whole. Despite multiple efforts 

and policies put in place to address this situation, it is 

fair to say that leaving local authorities to make their 

own decisions with no accountability and national pro-

cess to reconcile the Gypsy and Traveller communities 

with settled communities remains a source of concern.« 

Ms Raquel Rolnik, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right 

to Adequate Housing: visit to Scottish Gypsy/Traveller 

communities, September 2013
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What is the UNCRC
The United Nations Convention on the Rights 

of the Child [UNCRC] is a list of 54 Articles 

that cover all aspects of life for young people 

under the age of eighteen.  40 of the Articles 

describe the rights that the government must 

make sure they have. The United Kingdom 

[UK] signed up to the UNCRC in 1991.1

	 The UNCRC itself is not binding in the UK 

in a legal sense, however; some of the Articles 

are reflected in law, policy and practice and 

it does serve to establish recognised stan-

dards that are often referred to by national 

and international courts and bodies in their 

conclusions, recommendations and decisions. 

	 When governments [referred to as State 

Parties] agree to put the UNCRC into practice, 

they must prepare a report for the Commit- 

tee on the Rights of the Child after two years, 

and then every five years.  This is known as 

the Reporting Process.  The Committee is a 

group of adults from different countries who 

are experts on children and young people's 

rights. The Committee last examined the 

UK Government's record on implementing 

children and young people's human rights 

in September 2008 and published its Con- 

cluding Observations on the report in 

October 2008.2 

	 Part of the Reporting Process is the Pre 

Session Hearing.  This is an opportunity for 

Non-Governmental Organisations [NGOs] 

and Civil Society Organisations [CSOs] to 

present and discuss their Alternative Reports 

[reports which outline their views on the 

state of children's rights in their country and 

on the contents of the government report]. 

Article 12 in Scotland is one of the organisa- 

tions that present an Alternative Report. 

	 For reporting purposes, the United Nations 

considers the UK to be a single entity and 

therefore one single UK governmental report 

is presented for consideration. However, as 

areas such as housing, social services, health 

and education are devolved to the Scottish 

Government, and the Assemblies of Wales 

and Northern Ireland, policy makers in these 

jurisdictions have a duty and responsibility to 

ensure that the rights of marginalised groups 

accessing these services are adequately 

being met.

	 Aware that the single UK report makes 

reference to matters affecting Scotland, 

England, Wales, Northern Ireland and the 

Overseas Territories and Crown Dependen- 

cies but, due to restrictions on length, does 

not allow for an in-depth view of the state 

of children and young people's rights in each 

jurisdiction, country specific reports have 

also been compiled and submitted to the 

Committee.

About Article 12 in Scotland
Established in 1996, Article 12 in Scotland is 

a young person led network of individuals 

and organisations that work to promote young 

people's participation and information rights 

as set out in international human rights char- 

ters.  We believe that governments, profes-

sionals, and the wider community all have a 

role to play in building an environment that 

respects, values and validates the contribu- 

tions of young people.

Our work is underpinned by the principle of 

free participation: the right to participate 

as equal citizens at all levels of society with- 

out fear or favour and a process that facili- 

tates the participation of all young people on 

their own terms and according to their own 

realities, a principle that, if realised, facilita- 

tes informed choice, freedom, dignity, respect 

and demonstrates an acceptance that young 

people have the same human rights entitle-

ments as adults. 

	 We work to achieve this by supporting 

some of the most marginalised young people, 

such as young Gypsy/Travellers, young 

people looked after by the state and young 

people experiencing mental ill-health.3 

 

About this report
I Witness: The UNCRC in the United  

Kingdom – Young Gypsy/Travellers’ Voices 

aims to provide a narrative rich insight into 

the concerns, experiences, hopes and aspi- 

rations of young Gypsy/Travellers from across 

the UK – in their own words, on their own 

terms and according to their own realities –  

in a format easily accessible to each indivi- 

dual who shared their views and experiences 

for this report, their peers within the wider 

community and those with an interest in en- 

suring that the rights of all young Gypsy/

Travellers are recognised, respected and pro- 

moted; without conditions attached. 

	 The report highlights and presents solu- 

tions to the emerging rights issues raised by 

young Gypsy/Travellers involved in Article 12 

in Scotland's UNCRC Reporting Process. 

Our report also explores the impact of the 

implementation of the UNCRC on young 

Gypsy/Travellers' lives by gathering and 

presenting evidence, under the participative 

principle of Article 12 of the UNCRC – young 

people have the right to express their views 

freely and the views of the child should be 

taken into consideration when decisions are 

being made that affect their lives. 

Participants
Article 12 in Scotland, their partner organi- 

sations and peer educators engaged and con- 

sulted widely with 118 young Gypsy/Travellers 

in a process of rights-based peer education. 

I Witness: the UNCRC in the UK – Young 

Gypsy/Travellers’ Voices comprises the voices 

of young Gypsy/Travellers from Scotland, 

England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 	

	 Young Scottish Gypsy/Travellers' views are 

also included in Article's 12 in Scotland's 

Alternative Report – I Witness: The UNCRC 

in Scotland, alongside the voices of looked 

after young people, young people [directly 

1 A list of the Articles can be found in Appendix 1.

2 �Further information on the UNCRC and the Reporting Process can be 
found at: Child Rights Connect: http://www.childrightsconnect.org

3  �Further information on the work of Article 12 in Scotland can be 
found at: www.article12.org

background 6 7



or in directly] experiencing mental ill-health, 

young people with disabilities, young carers 

and young offenders.

Methodology 

Article 12 in Scotland's methodological ap-

proaches are underpinned by the principle 

of free participation – an informed process 

that facilitates the participation of young 

people on their own terms and according 

to their own realities. 

	 In recognition of the need for, and the 

impact of, rich primary data, the research 

process and subsequent report is qualitative 

in nature; narrative rather than quantita- 

tive or large survey based research.  Whilst 

large scale generalised survey type research 

– undertaken by statutory bodies, coalitions 

and associations working on behalf of young 

people – clearly has a pivotal role to play  

in reporting on the state of young people's 

rights, giving a general picture of the situa- 

tion; it cannot, and indeed should not, replace 

rich primary and independent methodolo- 

gical approaches. 

Methods
Over a 12 month period, Article 12 in Scotland 

provided core groups of young Gypsy/Tra- 

vellers and their partner organisations with 

the skills and information necessary to par- 

ticipate in the Reporting Process.  Over a 

further 12 month period, Article 12 in Scotland 

worked with its partner organisations to 

gather the data used in this report. Partici- 

pants were informed of their right to parti- 

cipate [or not] in the process, and discreet 

groups from each partner organisation took 

part in a series of UNCRC peer education 

workshops. The following Article 12 in Scotland 

resources: ‘The UNCRC for Beginners’  

[Article 12 in Scotland: 2009] which contains 

activities and information designed to edu- 

cate groups on the content of the UNCRC 

and the monitoring of it, and ‘Work in Progress’ 

[Article 12 in Scotland: 2010] which has many 

tools for generic workshop development, 

were utilised and made available to partner 

organisations.  Four generic workshops were 

subsequently developed to skill-up young 

people on the UNCRC, the Reporting Process 

and the key principles of peer education; 

skills and knowledge that they in turn [if they 

chose to] multiplied with their peers.  The 

workshops were also used as a tool to gather 

evidence and support young people to raise 

rights issues and recommendations for change. 

The most common issues and concerns 

raised in the workshop activities are inclu- 

ded in this report.  A Rights Charter repre- 

senting the views, and associated key articles 

of the UNCRC, can be found in the appen-

dices section.

Respect for participants' rights and dignity
Prior to participation, potential participants 

and partner agencies had the research agenda 

fully explained to them and informed consent 

was given.

	 When storing, processing and analysing the 

data collected from participants, confiden-

tiality and anonymity of the participants was 

accorded the highest priority.

	 The right to privacy was upheld through 

strict adherence to guidelines outlined in 

the Data Protection Act [1998].  All records 

were held in a password protected IT net- 

work with a secure back up system. Further- 

more, the data collected was not used  

for any purpose other than to inform this  

specific research.  Reports or papers that 

emerged from the data collected from par- 

ticipants were fully anonymised, with  

all personally identifiable information 

removed.

Competence
All methods were subject to audit and advice 

from the Director of Article 12 in Scotland. 

Integrity
Participants were offered full feedback 

including the opportunity to see and com-

ment on the draft reports via a monitoring 

and evaluation event.

Foreword:  
Jill Keegan, YGTL Project Co-ordinator, 

Article 12 in Scotland

The term ‘Traveller’ is an all-encompassing 

and generic one, used to describe someone 

with a nomadic heritage and/or lifestyle. 

The identity of Gypsy/Travellers can take 

many forms: some families are constantly on 

the road, some only travel for part of the 

year whilst others live in ‘bricks and mortar’ 

accommodation.  Regardless, the nomadic 

lifestyle and heritage of Gypsy/Travellers is 

something that always provokes a strong 

reaction.

	 The young Gypsy/Travellers who have con- 

tributed their lived experience to make this 

report real, have spoken with passion and 

love for their communities across the UK. 

These young people value their families and 

the survival of their culture above all.  Despite 

the many infringements upon their rights, 

on a daily basis to live as Gypsy/Travellers, 

they show constant resilience and strength. 

The groups Article 12 in Scotland consulted 

with across the UK have come about as a 

direct result of these young people working 

to raise awareness of their culture so that 

they and their community might have access 

to social justice for a better future. The evi- 

dence throughout the report, captured in the 

voices of the young people, would suggest 

that regardless of their efforts, young Gypsy/ 

Travellers remain one of the most disenfran- 

chised minority ethnic groups in society today. 

We should not wish to lose the vibrancy of 

a diverse society, but instead work in colla- 

boration to ensure the progressive realisa-

tion of the UNCRC in empowering children 

and young people to celebrate and enjoy 

their rights as active, equal citizens.
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The Committee welcomes the State party's 

plans to consolidate and strengthen equality 

legislation, with clear opportunities to main- 

stream children's right to non-discrimination 

into the United Kingdom anti-discrimination 

law (the forthcoming Equality Bill).  The Com- 

mittee also welcomes the adoption of action 

plans and the monitoring and information 

collection work carried out on the issue  

of discrimination.  However, the Committee 

is concerned that in practice certain groups 

of children, such as: Roma and Irish Travellers’ 

children […] continue to experience discrimi- 

nation and social stigmatization.  The Com-

mittee is also concerned at the general cli- 

mate of intolerance and negative public 

attitudes towards children, especially ado- 

lescents, which appears to exist in the State 

party, including in the media, and may be 

often the underlying cause of further infrin- 

gements of their rights.

Concluding Observations, 2008: Paragraph 24  
[CRC/C/GBR/CO/4].

Article 12 in Scotland wholly agrees with the 

above statement, and sadly, little has changed 

since the Committee published its Conclu- 

ding Observations in 2008.  Young Gypsy/

Travellers continue to experience high levels 

of discrimination within the UK on a daily ba-

sis and in almost every aspect of their lives. 

	 We recognise the efforts made by the 

UK Government to try and improve the lives 

of young Gypsy/Travellers, such as ‘piloting 

a virtual head teacher to champion the in-

terests of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller pupils 

across their local authority and measures to 

address the high levels of school exclusion 

amongst Gypsy and Traveller children’4; how- 

ever huge gaps in equality still persist.  We 

welcome the allocation of substantial funds 

across the jurisdictions to create new [and 

improve existing] site pitches to meet with 

the increasing demand.  Nonetheless, the 

situation regarding a lack of suitable accom- 

modation is still at crisis point, due largely to 

the ‘not in my back yard’ attitude exhibited 

by many local councillors and residents from 

the settled community.  Policy does not be- 

come meaningful until it is firmly enshrined 

in practice; the situation regarding the dis- 

crimination against Gypsy/Travellers requires 

urgent national leadership, particularly with 

regards to their accommodation status and 

the discrimination that has become a part of 

their everyday lives.  Until negative societal 

attitudes at every level change, there will be 

no meaningful improvement for the Gypsy/

Traveller community living in the UK. 	

	 Throughout consultation, participants 

raised the issues that were of upmost concern 

to both themselves and their peers; Article 

12 in Scotland has listened to and taken these 

views into account.  Consequently, we feel 

the following areas require urgent attention 

in order to ensure that the children and 

young people living in one of the UK's most 

marginalised communities can enjoy the full 

range of rights entitlements; thereby living 

a happy and healthy life, free from discrimi- 

nation.

•	 �Discrimination [also see Concluding 

Observations 25 and 375], with reference 

to issues of privacy, protection, respect 

for the individual and their culture and, 

in particular, to the reporting practices 
of the mainstream media [this list is not 

exhaustive];

•	 �Improved provision of appropriate accom- 
modation [also see Concluding Observa- 

tions 64 and 656].  The situation regarding 

sites has reached crisis point – urgent 

action must be taken;

•	 �Meaningful participation and access to 

relevant information7;

•	 �Increased awareness and implementation 

of the UNCRC8;
•	 �Improved access to essential services [see 

also Concluding Observation 669], inclu- 

ding [but not exclusively]: a quality edu- 

cation sensitive to their identity, ethnicity 

and travelling practices; training opportu- 

nities; best available health care; recrea- 

tion facilities and access to transport.

While many of these areas of concern have 

generally seen improvement since the Commit- 

tee published their Concluding Observations

in 2008, it is important to remember that 

these areas for improvement cover one of the 

most marginalised and vulnerable groups 

living in the UK today.  The national and de- 

volved governments must ensure that all avail- 

able resources are utilised in order to ensure 

the maximum rights entitlements of all margina- 

lised children and young people.10  Please see 

appendix 2 for the I Witness: The UNCRC in the 

United Kingdom – Young Gypsy/Travellers’ 

Charter; this Charter amalgamates the com- 

munity issues raised and sets out the most 

important rights, which young Gypsy/Travel- 

lers should have, in relation to the UNCRC. 

4 CRC_C_GBR_5_6749_E: Paragraph 14.

5  The Committee recommends that the State party ensure full protection 
against discrimination on any grounds, including by: (a) Taking urgent measures 
to address the intolerance and inappropriate characterization of children, espe- 
cially adolescents, within the society, including in the media; (b) Strengthening 
its awareness-raising and other preventive activities against discrimination 
and, if necessary, taking affirmative actions for the benefit of vulnerable groups 
of children, such as Roma and Irish Travellers’ children[…]; (c) Taking all neces- 
sary measures to ensure that cases of discrimination against children in all sec- 
tors of society are addressed effectively, including with disciplinary, adminis-
trative or – if necessary – penal sanctions. CRC/C/GBR/CO/4: Paragraph 25.
	 The Committee recommends that the State party: (a) Ensure, both in legis- 
lation and in practice, that children are protected against unlawful or arbitrary 
interference with their privacy, including by introducing stronger regulations 
for data protection; (b) Intensify its efforts, in cooperation with the media, to 
respect the privacy of children in the media, especially by avoiding messages 
publicly exposing them to shame, which is against the best interests of the 
child; (c) Regulate children's participation in TV programmes, notably reality 
shows, as to ensure that they do not violate their rights. CRC/C/GBR/CO/4: 
Paragraph 37.

6 The Committee welcomes the Government's commitment to end child po- 
verty by 2020 as well as the Childcare Act 2006 requirement on local autho- 
rities to reduce inequalities among young children. It also notes with appre- 
ciation the information given by the delegation that this target will be reflec- 
ted and enforced through legislative measures. However, the Committee –  
while noting that child poverty has been reduced in the last years – is concer- 
ned that poverty is a very serious problem affecting all parts of the United 
Kingdom, including the Overseas Territories, and that it is a particular concern 
in Northern Ireland, where over 20 per cent of children reportedly live in 
persistent poverty. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that the Gov-
ernment's strategy is not sufficiently targeted at those groups of children in 
most severe poverty and that the standard of living of Traveller children is 
particularly poor: CRC/C/GBR/CO/4: Paragraph 64. 
	 The Committee would like to highlight that an adequate standard of living 
is essential for a child's physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social develop- 
ment and that child poverty also affects infant mortality rates, access to health 
and education as well as everyday quality of life of children. In accordance 
with article 27 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State 
party: […](d) Reintroduce a statutory duty for local authorities to provide 
safe and adequate sites for Travellers: CRC/C/GBR/CO/4: Paragraph 65.

7  See also Concluding Observations, paragraphs 23 and 33.

8  See also Concluding Observations, paragraphs 15 and 21.

9  […] significant inequalities persist with regard to school achievement of 
children living with their parents in economic hardship.  Several groups of 
children have problems being enrolled in school or continuing or reentering 
education, either in regular schools or alternative educational facilities, and 
cannot fully enjoy their right to education, notably children with disabilities, 
children of Travellers, Roma children […]: CRC/C/GBR/CO/4: Paragraph 66.  
See also Concluding Observations, paragraphs 3, 55, 57, 67 and 69. 

10 The Committee recommends that the State party, in accordance with 
article 4 of the Convention, allocate the maximum extent of available 
resources for the implementation of children's rights, with a special focus 
on eradicating poverty and that it reduce inequalities across all jurisdictions: 
CRC/C/GBR/CO/4: Paragraph 19.
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NB: The voices of young Gypsy/Travellers living in 

Scotland are also included in Article 12 in Scotland's 

main Alternative Report I Witness: UNCRC in the 

Scotland. 

The Scottish Government's official terminology 

‘Gypsy/Traveller’ has been employed throughout this 

report.  However, it is important to note that this 

term is not accepted by all families.  Indeed the term 

Gypsy/Traveller has sparked debate throughout 

the travelling community; every family naturally has 

a strong sense of heritage and identity, and will, 

therefore, self-define accordingly.

	 In the spirit of Article 12 of the UNCRC [respect 

for the views of the child]: when adults are making 

decisions that affect children, children have the right 

to say what they think should happen and have their 

opinions taken into account, we feel that the best 

approach is to let the young people's views, hopes 

and ideas for action speak for themselves.  Partici- 

pants’ concerns, views, hopes and [their own] recom- 

mendations for action, concerning the matters that 

affect them and impact upon their lives daily, can 

be found [in separate sections according to issues] 

within the remainder of this report.
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The media 
always  
say bad 
things 
about us.
we have newspapers coming  
onto our camps trying to take  
pictures of us.



Discrimination

Discrimination, harassment and abuse are 

all themes which coexist with being a mem- 

ber of the travelling community; it is apparent 

that young Gypsy/Travellers living in the UK 

are currently facing unacceptable levels of 

discrimination, harassment and abuse at the 

hands of the media, the authorities and mem- 

bers of the settled community. 

	 The identity of Gypsy/Travellers can take 

many forms: some families are constantly on 

the road, some only travel for part of the year 

and others live in ‘bricks and mortar’ [houses]. 	

	 Romany Gypsy and Irish Traveller groups  

are fully protected by the anti-discrimina-

tion provisions in the Equality Act [2010] as 

are members of the community in Scotland 

and Wales. In Northern Ireland the Race Rela- 

tions [Northern Ireland] Order 1997 [as amen-

ded] provides protection to minority ethnic 

groups including Irish Travellers, and in 

Scotland Gypsy/Travellers are recognised 

and protected by the Scottish Government 

as an ethnic minority; however, the dis-

crimination faced by this community, on a 

daily basis and on all levels, is still all too 

common. 

	 It is difficult to judge the exact number of 

Gypsy/Travellers currently living in the UK, 

there are no realistic official figures [caravan 

counts are seen as largely tokenistic by the 

community and those who work with them] 

and many are unwilling to identify themselves 

as Gypsy/Travellers.  This is due not only to 

the mistrust of official bodies, but also for 

fear of negative repercussions for themselves 

– and members of their family – in both their 

16

personal and professional lives: 

»�We used to have bricks thrown at us and 

called names every day at one site, but you 

just get used to it«;

»�I want people to have more  

understanding about Gypsy/
Travellers and to be less  

discriminated against – not  

to be all branded the same«; 

»�on one site when we were shifting [moving 

on] last week, there were men who came to 

where we were camped and were throwing 

metal poles at our trailers«; »when we are 

shifting, it can be bad but when we are on 

our usual site, its fine because people know 

us here«; »a lot of people don't like us, 

some people are fine but others are not« 

[young Scottish Gypsy/Travellers’ voices].

	 In Wales, the young people spoke of facing 

discrimination on many different levels which 

negatively affected their daily lives.  They 

felt not only were they unfairly judged by 

the settled community as a result of being 

a Gypsy/Traveller, but that they were further 

stereotyped due to being a young person; 

that assumptions were made about them as 

a group in public places: »people think we 

are out to cause trouble«.  Indeed, it was 

stated that many services and businesses 

will refuse to visit Gypsy/Traveller sites.  It 

was also felt that Gypsy/Travellers are con-

stantly blamed for crime, particularly theft. 

The young people also said they often felt 

17

intimidated by, for example, »police driving 

up and down on the sites«.  In general they 

felt that as a community, Gypsy/Travellers 

are viewed with suspicion and they therefore 

lacked privacy as a result [for example, CCTV 

cameras filming on sites].  Some of the young 

people also touched upon how acts such as 

the Scrap Metal Act [2013] serve to unfairly 

discriminate against Gypsy/Traveller heri- 

tage and their ability to take part in traditio- 

nal forms of work.  Participants believed that, 

in principle, everyone is born with rights, but 

did not believe that the rights of young 

Gypsy/Travellers were necessarily promoted 

or respected.  Prejudices were said to be fur- 

ther amplified by the media and T.V. shows 

such as Channel 4’s My Big Fat Gypsy  

Wedding.  In regards to an awareness of the  

UNCRC, many of the young people had never 

even heard of the Convention. 

	 Participants in Northern Ireland indicated 

that young Gypsy/Travellers still experience 

substantial racism and negative societal at- 

titudes and assumptions towards their com- 

munity, culture and traditions; resulting in 

discrimination on all levels: »young people 

are barred from cinemas«; »when booking 

weddings we need to get ‘country/settled 

people’ to book on our behalf, if the venue 

finds out it is a Traveller wedding they will 

cancel at the last minute«; »security guards 

follow us around shops« [some participants 

didn't recognise this as discrimination as 

they are so used to it happening]; »hate 

crime – broken windows or egged windows«;

»�police don't listen to us, they hate Travellers, 

they listen to settled people before us«.

The offensive words which were used to de-

scribe the community – »dirty, tinkers, live in 

dumps, thieves, negative opinions, big dresses, 

diamonds, holy [religious]« – also indicate 

that these are terms which Gypsy/Travellers 

have become accustomed to hearing in 

Northern Ireland; they felt they were negati- 

vely stereotyped and disliked by mainstream 

society: »people don't like Travellers living 

beside them – they are racist«.  Whilst the 

young people did not indicate where they 

believed such negative societal attitudes 

came from, they did raise concerns about the 

impact of negative media reporting; local and 

national newspapers and television shows 

such as Channel 4’s My Big Fat Gypsy Wed- 

ding were regarded as particularly negative: 

they stated that the programme »increases 

attention towards the community for all the 

wrong reasons« and portrays a completely 

inaccurate view of the Gypsy/Traveller com- 

munity. 

	 Many young Gypsy/Travellers in England 

generally did not view their fundamental 

rights as being connected to their daily lives; 

there is an acceptance of the way things are, 

and how they are negatively viewed, which 

is reflected in the young people's attitudes 

and resilience.  Once again, participants iden- 

tified the media as a major driving force in 

the enduring discrimination faced by the 

Gypsy/Traveller community:

»�We face discrimination because 

of being a Gypsy«; 



»can't walk around shops without being fol- 

  lowed«; »getting shouted at in the street«;

»�banned from cinemas – when you go to the 

pictures you're not allowed in«; »discrimina- 

tion in the job centre«; »access to services, 

dentists and doctors is difficult« 

[young people also spoke of giving false 

addresses to access G.P. surgeries]; 

»�it depends where you are, whether people 

respect you«; »can't get taxis«; »police can 

be unfair – asking why you aren't at school 

and not being culturally sensitive«; »racism –  

people shouting abuse in the street because 

we are Gypsy/Travellers«; »if you have a job 

and they find out [you are a Gypsy/Traveller] 

you get sacked«; »when you stop in trailers 

you get given notice and moved by police«;

»�signs on doors saying you ain't allowed in if 

you're a Gypsy«; »the RSPCA judge us just 

because we are Gypsy/Travellers«.

Our latest report found: 

•	 �195 articles over 12 months in 21 publica-	

tions – an average of around 4 articles per	

week; the number of articles has increased	

every year since the beginning of this audit; 

•	 �62% of articles were focused on sites 

[unauthorised encampments, official sites, 

plans for new official sites and so on], 38%	

discussed the Gypsy/Traveller community 

in general, 24% of articles contained nega-	

tive stereotyping and 12% focused on	

crime.  Only 0.5% reported on life from 

the perspective of a member of the Gypsy/	

Traveller community;

•	 �Only 7% of articles were classed as posi-	

tive; negative reporting accounted for over	

half of audited articles, with a further 15%	

falling within the categories of discrimina-	

tory and racist; 

•	 �Nearly a fifth of publications audited still 

do not capitalise ‘Gypsy’ and/or ‘Traveller’.	

This is disrespectful and does not give due	

regard to ethnic status; 

•	 �Social networking sites have created an 

environment from which individuals and 

groups can make worrying statements 

and suggestions regarding Gypsy/Travel-	

lers [and indeed other ethnic minorities] 

via public platforms.  This is especially 

worrying given the sharp increase recent 

years have seen in the cyber bullying of 

young people. 11

The Media

Across Scotland, and indeed the UK as a 

whole, Gypsy/Travellers continue to be regu- 

larly vilified by certain representatives of the 

media.  This deliberate reification of an already 

marginalised group is not only unethical; it 

also serves to put a whole community at risk 

from harm: 

»�the media always say things that are bad 

about us, we have newspapers coming onto 

our camps trying to take pictures of us, asking 

us questions«; »the media targets us, there 

is never anything positive said about Travel- 

lers and they always stereotype us. It makes 

people judge us«; »people learn how to think 

from their parents/family/TV«  

[young Scottish Gypsy/Travellers’ voices].

	 Unbalanced reporting encourages preju- 

dice; Gypsy/Travellers are a diverse people, 

and a vulnerable group in the hands of the 

media.  Negative portrayals of Gypsy/Travel- 

lers fuel division and segregation from the 

settled community, increase prejudice and 

discrimination, and serve to galvanise inac-

curate, widely held social beliefs about the 

culture of Gypsy/Travellers. 

	 Led by the young people who make up  

the Management Committee of Article 12 in 

Scotland's Young Gypsy/Travellers’ Lives 

Project [and who have identified negative 

media coverage as one of the main driving 

forces in the discrimination faced by their 

community – a major concern which was 

echoed by all young Gypsy/Travellers who 

participated in the Reporting Process], we 

have committed to a 4 year audit of online 

news publications within Scotland.  

Despite having recognised ethnic minority 

status; the Gypsy/Traveller community con-

tinues to be marginalised from mainstream 

society.  This is, in part, fuelled by the media 

and poses a serious risk to the well-being of 

young people within the community; creating 

a barrier to positive change and bridge buil- 

ding with members of the settled community. 

	 As a result of the negative media attention,	

families are often unable to celebrate cul- 

tural and family traditions such as birthdays, 

weddings and funerals in Northern Ireland. 

This is humiliating for families who are bar- 

red from venues because of their ethnicity, 

or forced to hide their identity. 

	 Negative stereotyping – expressed through 

the public and media's allegations of in-

creased crime when Gypsy/Travellers enter 

an area – has led to the wide-spread belief 

that the Gypsy/Traveller community is com- 

prised of criminals, leaving young Gypsy/

Travellers increasingly cast-out from main-

stream society.  This is in spite of evidence 

to the contrary; indeed, the Association  

of Chief Police Officers state that they have 

no disproportionate problems of criminal 

activities within the travelling community, 

while the Equality and Human Rights Com- 

mission believe: ‘the suspicion with which 

Travellers are regarded means they are 

likely to be reported by neighbours or tar-

geted unfairly by the police’. 12

	 Forced to live ‘illegally’, many are being 

pushed to the fringes of society.  Those who 

are living on one of the few council sites 

available in Scotland can be, and have been, 

11   �Article 12 in Scotland, Discrimination and online media, 2014.  
Online at: http://www.article12.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/YGTL- 

Media-Audit-Year-3_Final-.pdf

12  �Equality and Human Rights Commission [2009] Inequalities  
experienced by Gypsy and Traveller communities: A review, p164.   
Online at: http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/12in-

equalities_experienced_by_gypsy_and_traveller_communities_a_review.pdf
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During consultation, participants raised 

their concerns in relation to the UNCRC 

Articles they felt were most relevant to 

their community, they are as follows: Arti-

cles 2, 6, 12, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 24, 27, 28, 29, 

30 and 31.

Young Gypsy/Travellers stated: 

»�I now realise there are so many rights that 

Gypsy/Travellers are neglected from«; 

»�Gypsy/Traveller children have 

the same rights as all children«;

»�Gypsy/Travellers have the same 

rights as anyone in the U.K – we 

may live different lives, but we 

still have the same rights«; 

»�we all have our similarities no matter where 

we are from«; »I want Gypsy/Travellers to 

be more respected and welcomed and less 

hatred against us«; »more respect from the 

media«; »less racism«; »more respect for 

Gypsy/Travellers«; 

»�Gypsy/Travellers to get the 

same respect and rights as any 

other person«; »to have respect 

of shops, police and newspapers«; 

»�for Gypsy/Travellers to have a right to just be; 

to get water and roam where they like to go 

and for people to see us in a different way«. 

Participants' 
recommendations 

The media should use its power to effect 

positive changes and show an increase in 

more neutral and ethical reporting; 

A more robust monitoring system for online	

reader comments/social media sites; stricter	

guidelines regarding the reporting of Gypsy/	

Travellers; 

Participants recognise the right to free 

speech, but this cannot extend to racial 

profiling; 

More awareness-raising projects, such as 

the projects which took part in Article 12 in 

Scotland's Reporting Process, to help alle-	

viate tensions with the settled community;

Young person led awareness-raising must 

also be carried out, as standard, with all 

professionals working with the community, 

policy makers and the police; 

An immediate increase in the number of 

sites and available pitches [permanent, 

transit and private]; creating more pitches 

is essential if there is to be a reduction in 

roadside encampments – one of the key 

driving forces in the tension towards the 

Gypsy/Traveller community;

subjected to racial harassment from those 

living around them: »we feel like Gypsy/

Travellers are an endangered species.«

	 Frustratingly, little has changed with regards 

to implementing change for the Gypsy/Tra- 

veller community, and the vulnerable and 

disenfranchised children and young people 

who are a part of it.  Free and meaningful 

participation in decision making processes 

is key to ensuring that young Gypsy/Travellers 

views and concerns are taken into account. 

In doing so, young Gypsy/Travellers will have 

the space, knowledge and resources in order 

to empower themselves to become active 

participants in holding to account both local 

and national governments, to ensure impro- 

ved public access to information and trans- 

parency in decision-making, creating increased 

opportunity to participate in critical debate 

and scrutiny of often discriminatory prac- 

tices.  Accommodation status should not cause 

or pose barriers to an already marginalised 

group of young people in accessing effec- 

tive measures for the violation of their human 

rights.  Nor should a community that exists 

out with the ‘mainstream’ be denied basic 

services and amenities such as water, sani-

tation, access to social facilities and so on. 

	 The issues and inequalities faced by the 

community regarding their access to [and 

realisation of] their human rights, as a result 

of poor access to social justice and experien- 

cing multiple discrimination at all levels, are 

deeply disturbing.   

Equal access to support, services and 	

participation – particularly education, 	

family support and support to tackle 	

bullying and hate crime issues;

An adequate standard of living through 

provision of adequate site accommoda-

tion/housing;

Access to financial and other support 

aimed at tackling poverty – for example, 

Gypsy/Traveller families miss out on 	

almost all the child poverty initiatives 	

in Wales due to a combination of factors 

such as postcode lotteries, travelling, 	

lack of awareness of rights and entitle-

ments, social exclusion and so on; 

There is a lack of inclusiveness, aware-	

ness and willingness which acknowledge 

the particular and differential impact 	

on Gypsy/Traveller families in legislation 

and policy.
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Accommodation

The UK ratified the International Covenant 

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 

Articles 2 and 11, on 20th May 1976 – without 

reservation.  Accordingly, the UK has obliga- 

tions to take steps to ensure, and sustain, 

the progressive realisation of the rights to 

adequate housing, making use of the maxi-

mum of its available resources.  Progressive 

realisation represents a strong presump-

tion against retrogressive measures in the 

protection and promotion of human rights. 

State parties cannot make backwards mea- 

sures without offering evidence based justi- 

fication of the need to take such measures, 

and without having weighted various alter- 

natives.  Most importantly, governments must 

put in place effective safeguards to pro-

tect the most vulnerable of society, if such 

decisions are made.

	 The lack of official sites, the blocking off 

of traditional stopping places and the dis- 

crimination many face when they try to camp 

on public campsites, result in Gypsy/Travel- 

lers often being forced into camping on  

unsuitable plots of land: next to busy roads, 

on industrial estates, near pollutants and so 

on.  Others, having been subjected to conti- 

nuing harassment from the media, local  

authorities and members of the settled com- 

munity, choose to camp very remotely so as 

to avoid further victimisation: 

»�if they [the authorities]]would 

be civil, we would move – but 

they have no respect for us.«

These types of camps are not suitable for 

various reasons, and it is difficult to access 

the services most take for granted such as 

fresh water, electricity and basic health 

care – leading to the community becoming 

increasingly cut-off and cast-out.

»�There is a lack of permanent 

Traveller sites.  When you are moved 

on, you're told there are plenty of Traveller 

sites but people don't realise you have 

to put your name on a waiting 

list, it can take months!«  

[young Scottish Gypsy/Traveller].

Site issues raised by participants in Scotland 

include: high electricity rates and poor energy 

efficient heating, with some families paying 

up to £150 per week for power, or those who 

could not afford these costs simply going 

without basic necessities such as heat or 

leaving the site altogether [forcing more child- 

ren and young people into roadside encamp- 

ments]; the threatened closure of a trusted 

school [Castlebrae High School] potentially 

leaving local children and young people 

without access to an education and recrea- 

tional activities; site issues such as: infesta- 

tions of rats; drains overflowing with sewage 

and council employees leaving the removed 

contents of the drains in black sacks on site, 

exposing the community to further health 

hazards; experience of illness and missing 

school due to poor sanitation facilities; damp 

utility blocks; drug paraphernalia left on 

the periphery of sites; parks in a poor state 

of disrepair with no bin to dispose of rubbish 

and equipment needing to be cleaned, up- 

dated and made safe; the chip stones sur- 

rounding plots host a range of germs, vermin 

faeces and cannot be cleaned adequately; 

fly tipping near the site blamed on the com- 

munity; unsafe roads and the concrete at 

some plots has large gaps which can be ha- 

zardous for tripping over [and fill up with 

ice in winter]; trees left to grow to an unsafe 

height over families’ plots; shrubbery around 

plots has not been cut back in years, making 

it difficult to reach any rubbish caught in 

them; bins on site are only lifted once each 

fortnight.

»�Our sites are very far away from 

everything: swimming pools, school 

[we don't get transport provided anymore], 

cinemas, shops and places to eat«; 

»�our rubbish doesn't get lifted often enough 

and we can get rat problems on site«; »there 

isn't enough parking spaces on our site, we 

need the site to be upgraded«; »the chalets 

are terrible and get damp«; »there needs to 

be better public transport«; »we would like a 

better park to play in on site, the one we have 

is rusty and dangerous because you slip«  

[young Scottish Gypsy/Travellers’ voices].

Concerns raised about site accommodation 

by participants in England include: 

»�a lack of choice, safe space and 

facilities«; »the location – the site is close 

to a graveyard, it can feel uncomfortable« 

[although others spoke positively of this as it 

allows them to visit with deceased relatives];

»�children lack places to play such as a park 

and older young people lack places to go«;

»�the shed gets used for nothing [on our site]«;

»�the nearby road is busy and dangerous 

which is especially concerning for younger 

children and access to local amenities«;

»�you have to walk along the road to get to 

shops«; »don't have peace and quiet«. 

Disrespect and even criminalisation 

towards the Gypsy/Traveller culture and 

tradition to ‘shift’ is a big issue:

»�it's hard to get plots, which makes it diffi-

cult for Travellers to get a place on a site 

and also for families to visit and be close 

together«. 

Participants also feel they are always being 

watched due to police presence and surveil- 

lance on their site: »the police are always 

there«.  It was felt that there must be 

improvements to the support, information 

and treatment Gypsy/Travellers receive from 

the police – either as a victim of crime or 

as a young person involved in the criminal 

justice system.  The main issues raised by 
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»�[more and better] toilet blocks and access 

to water and facilities to wash«. 

Participants felt that »the council could make 

a transit site or help Gypsy/Travellers secure 

land and help with planning« to help with 

the accommodation crisis and that if »the 

council could talk to the settled community 

and make them see sense – that we've got 

nowhere to go« and arrange »more meetings 

between the council, Gypsy/Travellers and  

the settled community«, it might help to 

alleviate tensions.

	 Article 12 in Scotland, were particularly 

concerned by young people's reports on 

how their privacy rights were violated by 

journalists on sites within Scotland.  It is also 

apparent that the community's cultural 

rights are not respected; most young people 

in Scotland reported that they have become 

the victims of hate crime when they travel 

to new areas.  It is particularly concerning 

when children as young as 10 years old re-

port that they are ‘disliked’ by members  

of the settled community. 

participants are: a lack of sites and where 

they are situated [they stated »no transport« 

was provided by schools and getting to the 

public bus stop was made dangerous by the 

distance and the busy roads; taxis were also 

said to refuse to go onto the sites and young 

people's freedom was limited as a result]; 

environmental issues and conditions on sites: 

traffic, pollution, uncollected rubbish, rats, 

sewage, worries over asbestos in the sheds 

and radiation from nearby power plants 

[resulting in a genuine fear of themselves or 

their relatives getting cancer]; health, facili- 

ties and access to services [racial discrimi- 

nation and attitudinal barriers from profes- 

sionals, services and the settled community 

are viewed as a major barrier, as were infle- 

xible and insensitive mainstream systems]; a 

distinct lack of safe places to play and oppor- 

tunities for older young people.  More posi-

tively however, participants spoke of Leeds 

GATE as being a place in which they had a 

voice and were listened to, where they could 

learn and get help – both on and off site. 

	 Inadequate standards of living pose serious 

risks to participant's health and well-being. 

The geographical location of sites and the 

lack of public transport are also barriers which 

restrict young Gypsy/Travellers access not 

only to education, but to social and recrea- 

tional activities.  Young Gypsy/Travellers rights 

to associate and play are also reported  

as being disproportionately affected due  

to the lack of safe and suitable spaces for 

children to play on sites.  The few that are 

lucky enough to live on private land are in 

the minority.  Planning permission is rarely 

granted, in part largely due to local opposi- 

tion from residents and council officials.  Being 

forced to move constantly puts young Gypsy/

Travellers behind the settled community in 

terms of their access to legal representation, 

healthcare, education and employment –  

factors which all impact upon their daily lives. 

	 Young Gypsy/Travellers in Wales rightly felt 

that forcing Gypsy/Travellers to move con-

stantly means that they are without a home 

or place to settle; children are not getting 

an education [and are experiencing bullying 

in mainstream educational settings], families 

are unable to access health services, local 

amenities and finding/maintaining employ-

ment becomes increasingly difficult: 

»�why have the family been shifted in the first 

place if they haven't harmed you [the sett-

led community] or anything around you?«;

»�where are Travellers meant to go?«; »how 

can Traveller Mams and Dads get water and 

make food?«; »how will we wash?«; »all chil- 

dren have the right to education – how will 

they go to school or get a job?«; »sites should 

be cleaned up, the council should take away 

rubbish, or Gypsy/Travellers should be able 

to go to the council with rubbish – we must 

also not forget that the settled community 

contribute to fly tipping«; »consider the needs 

of the community in general for all sites – 

disability needs are often not considered«;

Participants' 
recommendations 

The lack of adequate sites, both transit 

and permanent, has reached crisis point; 

local authorities have a duty to push through 

the creation of more, decent, appropriately 

located authorised sites.  This would in 

turn reduce the amount of ‘unauthorised’ 

encampments, a key driver in tensions, 

and lead to less negative media coverage; 

Young Gypsy/Travellers must be consul-	

ted with regards to the type, location and 

facilities of planned sites [current sites 

should be upgraded and there needs to be 

more provision for disabled residents];

More young Gypsy/Travellers should be	

educated on, and involved with, the plan-

ning process, through government led 	

initiatives and the work of relevant organi-

sation such as Planning Aid Scotland;

Improved transport links, with particular 

regard to getting to and from schools and 

other educational bodies;

Better play and recreational facilities 	

on sites.
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education

Many of the skills traditionally required by 

Gypsy/Travellers are not dependent upon 

participation in formal education. Issues such 

as a lack of authorised sites [which makes 

long-term access to education difficult], and 

the unacceptable abuse and bullying Gypsy/

Travellers often face at school because of 

their ethnicity and way of life, means that 

Gypsy/Travellers often do not complete 

mainstream education:

»�At college I was made to feel 

worthless. People would snigger 

and laugh at you and then you think 
‘well, what's the point?’«

Young Gypsy/Travellers in Northern Ireland 

experienced negative issues in mainstream 

education and participants felt that their 

transition to secondary school was often dif- 

ficult as they had not attended a ‘maintream’ 

primary school.  Due to there being a lack of 

support in this area, the young people said 

that they felt excluded in secondary school 

as a result.  They also spoke about having to 

see a ‘Traveller Social Worker’ in school, which 

made them feel different – this can be seen 

as furthering their segregation as ‘the other’. 

Overall, it was felt that the Gypsy/Traveller 

community were discriminated against by 

educational providers, that the govern-

ment did not fulfil their responsibilities 

to young Gypsy/Travellers’ educational 

requirements and that educational bodies 

did not address non-attendance issues, nor 

did they hold parents accountable [as they 

would with other communities].   It was also 

raised that post-school governmental cour- 

ses are not flexible or culturally sensitive to 

the communities’ needs, which results in 

young people being unable to access and 

sustain training opportunities.  Major issues 

raised by the staff supporting the young 

people were: 

•	 �Literacy issues and lack of holistic family 

support – staff felt that this affected pa-	

rents’ abilities to support young people 

to attend and do well at school.  Not un-	

derstanding or providing adults with sup-	

port regarding their literacy also affected 

parents’ abilities to support young people 

with their homework and continued lear-	

ning at home.  Furthermore, the lack of 

holistic support and understanding of the	

communities’ cultural needs and literacy 

issues affected families’ access to edu-

cation, health and other services if they 

were travelling in Northern Ireland. 

•	 �Youth provision – young people's access 

to mainstream youth provision was also	

raised as a real issue.  Staff did not feel	

that the current National Youth Strategy 

and subsequent provision is inclusive of	

Gypsy/Traveller children.  Staff and young	

people said that they chose not to access 

any provision unless it was specifically 

for Gypsy/Travellers.  Young people stated 

this was because either their families or 

they themselves felt that they »would 

not be welcomed« or that they would be	

»different from everybody else«.  The staff 

at Bryson An Munia Tober believed this	

was also due to professionals’ lack of 

knowledge and understanding of the com-	

munity and the local authorities commit-

ment and approaches to inclusion. 

	 Participants in England stated that educa- 

tion is such a big part of a young person's life, 

yet the majority of Gypsy/Travellers living 

in England are missing out because they don't 

go to school.  Negative experiences at school 

such as bullying can result in a lack of for- 

mal qualifications, this in turn can have a 

detrimental effect on the ability to find and 

maintain work: »most Gypsy/Travellers feel 

very stereotyped when we're not all the same«. 

Leeds GATE staff felt that home education 

is a huge barrier as it can restrict some young 

people from learning, which in turn makes 

it difficult to progress.  If parents have lite- 

racy issues they are unable to adequately 
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support their children through their educa-

tion.  The EHE requirements in this area do 

not encourage young people to learn and 

there is no curriculum/structure for young 

people to follow.

»�It would be good if there was better 

training for teachers about 

our culture.  Or even if we had  

Gypsy/Traveller teachers.«

A more culturally aware approach to educa- 

tion needs to be implemented on a nation- 

wide basis; remote learning – or ‘e-learning’ 

– provides a realistic platform for non-main- 

stream education, as would on-site teachers. 

More Gypsy/Travellers working in the tea- 

ching profession would also perhaps encou- 

rage young Gypsy/Travellers to attend school, 

thus helping to resolve the literacy issues 

that many young Gypsy/Travellers living in 

the UK face today.  Literacy issues impact 

upon many important areas of everyday 

life, such as: health care, employment and 

learning to drive.

Participants' 
recommendations 

More peer-led awareness-raising/conflict 

resolution workshops delivered, such as the 

successful model rolled out by the YGTL 

throughout the duration of their current 

project.  Across Edinburgh, the YGTL work-	

shops saw a 69.4% positive change in atti-	

tude, an 82.4% positive change recorded at	

Kemnay Academy in Aberdeenshire, and a	

66.8% positive change in attitude at Larkhall 

Academy [findings taken from Article 12  

in Scotland internal reports, these are avail-	

able on request].  These findings clearly 

demonstrate that awareness-raising in school 

is not only successful, but also essential in 

the fight to end the discrimination, abuse 

and racial harassment faced by Gypsy/

Travellers on a daily basis; 

Schools to include meaningful rather than 

tokenistic education about the culture, 

history and contributions Gypsy/Travellers 

have made to society. Kemnay Academy in 

Aberdeenshire, Scotland, is commended 

for implementing this as a result of hosting 

a series of YGTL workshops;

The nationwide implementation of a more 

culturally sensitive, easily accessible form 

of learning;

Awareness-raising training for teachers;

A drive to see more teachers in schools 

that come from the Gypsy/Traveller com-

munity;

Accredited courses for keen young Gypsy/

Travellers where they can gain a qualification 

through vocational learning.

32 33



employers
change
towards
you 
when they know 
your ethnicity.



Work

Many young Gypsy/Travellers are self-em-

ployed; this is due in large to both their life- 

style, and the fact that discrimination and 

prejudice still play a major part in the pro- 

blems they face in gaining employment within 

the settled community.  Indeed many often 

hide their ethnicity from employers and 

colleagues for fear of losing their job: 

»��I was employed in a clothes shop as a teen- 

ager.  One day my cousin came in and we 

were told to watch them because they were 

‘Gypsies’.  I told them that was my cousin 

they were talking about, and a few weeks 

later I was accused of stealing clothes from 

the shop«.

Participants in England spoke about the 

discrimination and lack of respect many 

face when dealing with the Job Centre; 

discrimination within employment was 

raised as a major factor:

Participants' 
recommendations 

More work placements tailored for young 

Gypsy/Travellers;

More opportunities and initiatives for young 

Gypsy/Travellers to try out new skills;

Increased vocational learning in schools;

Increased awareness-raising of the Gypsy/

Traveller community for Job Centre 	

employees.

»�employers change towards you 

when they know your ethnicity«. 

The young people also discussed the practice 

of not including their ethnicity or address 

on application forms for fear of discrimina- 

tion, with some even resorting to hiding their 

family when being picked up from places 

of work due to fear that their colleagues or 

employer would find out they are a Gypsy/

Traveller: »making you feel like scum«.

	 This discrimination, coupled with the lite- 

racy issues that are still all too prevalent, 

means that Gypsy/Travellers are still living 

and working very much as an insular com-

munity. 
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Health

Health is one of the key areas in which 

participants face major discrimination and 

inequality.  Many find it difficult to access a 

decent level of health care – a basic human 

right which the majority of the settled com-

munity in the UK take for granted. 

	 Issues such as a lack of fixed address and 

a reluctance to interact with health profes-

sionals [due to familial mistrust and expe- 

rience of prejudice and discrimination], have 

led to Gypsy/Travellers suffering a range of 

preventable health problems – leaving them 

subject to a shorter life expectancy [compa- 

red with the general population].  According 

to the Equality and Human Rights Commis- 

sion [EHRC], the life expectancy for Gypsy/ 

Travellers, both male and female, is around 

ten years less than the national average.  The 

EHRC further states that Gypsy/Traveller 

parents are 20 times more likely to expe-

rience the death of a child than parents 

within the wider general population.13

	 The absence of any real culturally tailored 

health care system, stress as a result of the 

lack of official sites/continually being moved 

on by authorities, discrimination within the 

work sector and literacy issues can all cause 

physical and mental ill-health – with mental 

ill-health still being a subject of fear and 

denial.  It is important also to note that being 

forced into ‘bricks and mortar’ accommoda- 

tion can itself bring its own range of issues. 

What do young Gypsy/Travellers need 	

to be happy, healthy and safe? 

Having somewhere to live and be safe and 

secure is a basic right; having a trailer, decent 

sites and secure grounds to stay on are es- 

sential to young Gypsy/Travellers’ well-being, 

as is access to facilities such as healthcare, 

dental checks, shops, a range of services and 

education.  Participants’ stated that they want

»�to be treated the same [as the settled com- 

munity] and respected«, to be listened to – 

not judged – and treated fairly, that people 

should not make assumptions about their 

personal identity, culture or traditions based 

on stereotypes: »don't accuse people of 

things they haven't done«; »don't listen to 

stereotypes, get to know people first«.  All 

of the young people said that there must 

be less discrimination and racism in order 

for young Gypsy/Travellers to live happy, 

healthy and safe lives. Culture, religion and 

tradition are very important, as is the free-

dom to roam:

»�[the] right to travel«; »to have 

places to pull [in to]«; »[the] right 

to stick to our culture« and to
»�be treated equally in school and 

work«. 

Having a say and being heard is very impor- 

tant to all of the young people, with one group 

stating that »we want to have our voices 

heard all around the world«. 

Participants' 
recommendations 

More flexible healthcare for the Gypsy/

Traveller community;

More health professionals [such as mid-

wives and health visitors] routinely visiting 

sites and building relationships with the 

community;

Increased training for health care profes-

sionals with the aim of building trust and 

encouraging young Gypsy/Travellers to 

access their right to decent medical care.

13  � Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2009, Gypsies and Travel-
lers: simple solutions for living together.
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Participation

Structural inequalities are a continuing bar- 

rier for young Gypsy/Travellers, principally 

the lack of opportunities that recognise their  

contributions as active citizens.  Participants 

highlighted that they can now identify that 

this has been one of the main drivers in trea- 

ting them as the ‘other’; many young people 

felt that they were not listened to by pro- 

fessionals and little efforts were made to sup- 

port them to understand why certain de-

cisions were made for them.  The language 

used in letters and forms is often heavy 

with jargon and as a result, the community 

were often unable to access services or 

understand important information.  Further- 

more, there is a lack of advocacy services 

available to support Gypsy/Traveller children 

and their families. 

	 Gaining work experience was viewed as 

a key tool to ensure their aspirations become 

a reality. Aspirations of young Scottish 

Gypsy/Travellers included:  

»�go into further education«; »continue to 

become more independent«; »peace and 

respect as a Traveller«; »become a Gypsy/ 

Traveller Liaison Officer«; »understand my- 

self better«; »pass my driving test«; »become 

less discriminated against«; »get a job«; » 

have more self-belief«.

Whilst positive change has been apparent 

for themselves as well as their community, 

it is obvious that more action must be taken 

at both local and national levels to improve 

the situation for Gypsy/Travellers.  Responses 

suggest that young Gypsy/Travellers do not 

have equal opportunities to exercise their 

participation rights, that their participation 

depended very much upon the relation-

ships professionals and organisations had 

forged with the community.  Taking part in 

activities and being listened to is clearly 

important to these young people, yet they 

feel these rights are not respected.  Partici- 

pants were clear in their desire to be sup-

ported in expressing their opinions regarding 

education and local decision making proces- 

ses.  Participants felt that governments must 

ensure sincere and improved democratic 

participation in ways that are respectful and 

sensitive to the cultural rights of the Gypsy/ 

Traveller community as a whole.

The voices of young Gypsy/Travellers 

speak for themselves: 

»�Things would improve if people 

listened to us.«

»�I now realise there are so many rights 

that Gypsy/ Travellers are neg - 

lected from.«

»�I have learnt so much about my 

own rights and I am becoming very 

confident with myself.«

»�Gypsy/ Travellers have the same 

rights as anyone in the U.K.  We 

may live different lives but we still have  

the same rights.«

»�Planning is relevant in all  

eNvironments, it is a complicated 

process that should involve everyone  

but often does not.«

»�Planning processes need to  

become more relevant to our 

culture and important decision makers 

need to gain a better understanding  

themselves.«

»�It is important to learn about 

your own role within planning 

processes; we now know where to look 

for information.«

»�Gaining useful knowledge that 

can be passed on to others is 

important.«

»�Having the right to be allowed to 

talk in our own language.«

»�Rights are things we are entitled 

to.«

»�[I had] never heard of the UNCRC 
before now«.

»�We want]to take part.«

»�[There needs to be more] oppoRtunities 

to have [our] opinions listened to.«

»�We want people to know we aren't  

all the same.«

»�We want to talk to people,  

give people the opportunity to  

meet Travellers.« 

»More sites, houses, land.«

»Let us roam free.«

»�We want somewhere where we can 

meet up to socialise.«
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The young people had varying experiences 

of participating in decision making processes. 

For many, participation in such processes 

was generally via local organisations and fora 

specifically for young Gypsy/Travellers, as 

opposed to mainstream and traditional 

forms of participation such as youth parlia- 

ments.  There was a feeling that mainstream 

politics either »wasn't for them« or »wouldn't 

make a difference« to their lives.  Whilst the 

young people believed having a say was im- 

portant, they often did not feel listened to 

and felt the attitudes towards Gypsy/Travel- 

lers were so negative, that change was so 

slow it felt insignificant [young Gypsy/Tra- 

vellers today spoke of facing the same issues 

their parents – and even grandparents –  

experienced as children].  However, partici- 

pants were interested in taking part in de- 

cision making if it was through organisations 

and processes which were tailored for them 

[that understood their cultural needs and 

worked in ways which were relevant to their 

daily lives].  These were the preferred methods 

of participation; the young people cared 

about them and voluntarily chose to actively 

take part in them.  That said, the young peo- 

ple did in fact participate in mainstream 

politics, but only if it was through processes 

they were supported to understand and in 

which they could visualise meaningful change.

	 No young Gypsy/Travellers had heard of 

the UNCRC prior to their involvement in the 

Reporting Process [although some had heard 

of ‘rights’]: they did not know who was res- 

Participants' 
recommendations 

Local authorities must ensure that they 

are transparent in their decision making 

processes and are willing to engage with 

the Gypsy/Traveller community;

The young Gypsy/Travellers who partici-	

pated in our UNCRC Reporting Process are	

now very much aware of their rights. It is 

recommended that the UNCRC is promoted 

widely in a format that is easily accessible 

to young people in the Gypsy/Traveller com-

munity to ensure the community is clued-up 

on their fundamental rights; 	

	

Greater efforts to include the community 

in mainstream services;

More opportunities for young Gypsy/Travel-	

lers to meaningfully participate in decision-	

making processes and have their voice heard;

Professionals working with the community 

must be trained in the UNCRC; there is a 

distinct lack of this within every jurisdic-

tion of the UK;

The implementation of effective monitoring 

of local authority services and equality 

duties in connection to Gypsy/Traveller 

children and their families – this should 

include the delivery of obligatory training 

to professionals;

Frequent reviews of relevant policy via 

consultations with the Gypsy/Traveller 

community;

Increased awareness-raising to help foster 

a more positive relationship between young 

Gypsy/Travellers, the authorities and their 

peers within the settled community.

ponsible for protecting or promoting their 

rights, what they could do if their rights were 

not respected or who their Children and 

Young People's Commissioner was.  Local 

authorities, elected members, school gover- 

nors, local services and so on, remain almost 

entirely unaccountable to Gypsy/Traveller 

young people – either through a lack of 

data collection [how can you improve health 

services for example when you don't moni- 

tor ethnicity properly, who is monitoring 

the uptake of education, employment and 

training?], or through lack of willingness to 

listen, communicate or effectively consult 

with the community.  It is vital that young 

Gypsy/Travellers are meaningfully engaged 

in decision making processes, in every as-

pect of their lives; that they do not simply 

become aware of their rights only when they 

experience rights issues. 

	 Young Gypsy/Travellers are keen to en-

gage with professionals and public services 

when they have understanding, cultural sen- 

sitivity and respect for their needs.  Indeed, 

they shared that their parents were very 

supportive of the process, but that this sup- 

port and consent depended very much upon 

the services being flexible and having an 

understanding of their family's cultural and 

individual needs.  Furthermore, participation 

depended upon the individual workers them- 

selves, whether they were transparent  

in their approaches and trusting in their  

professional relationships. 
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The UNCRC Peer Education Training and 

Reporting Process has enabled young Gypsy/ 

Travellers from across the UK to further their 

knowledge and understanding of rights and 

peer education.  In their evaluations, the 

young people stated that the process [learning 

from their peers] had enabled them to in- 

crease confidence in their abilities to speak 

out, share experiences and raise real rights 

issues.

	 The young people want their basic needs 

to be met and to enjoy the rights they are 

entitled to: they want to live in a safe, clean 

place, to have more and better sites – including 

transit sites, to have better transport and to 

have local amenities where they live or close by. 

	 They want to »live in a good community with 

nice people«, »where [they] are not judged«, 

to feel safe and have things to do and places 

in which they can play safely, to be able to 

spend time with their friends and to access 

shops and take part in activities such as going 

to the cinema or bowling.  In their dream com- 

munities they would have equal access to all 

services; health visitors and education provi- 

ders would visit the sites and children and 

young people would be welcomed at nursery 

and school.  Ultimately, they want their culture 

and traditions to be sensitively considered 

and treated respectfully, their right to privacy 

maintained and the right to speak up and have 

their opinions listened to fully supported. 

»�I now realise there are so many rights that

  Gypsy/Travellers are neglected from« 
   [young Gypsy/Traveller, Scotland];

»�We have opportunities« 
   [young Gypsy/Traveller, Northern Ireland];

»�I learned that I should not be used to  

being followed around a shop« 
   [young Gypsy/Traveller, Northern Ireland];

»�I learned that we have the right to have  

our voices heard« 
  [young Gypsy/Traveller, Northern Ireland];

»�I know a load about peer education and 

have learned about my rights and can say 

my opinion and get my voice heard« 
   [young Gypsy/Traveller, Wales];

»�I have learned about my rights and know 

what I can and can't do«  

[young Gypsy/Traveller, Wales].

Similarities and differences 
»Don't just judge us because we are 

 Travellers«. 

The vast majority of the issues raised through- 

out the Reporting Process were standard 

across the lives of young Gypsy/Travellers living 

throughout the UK; discrimination from the 

media, professionals and the settled community 

has had a profoundly negative impact on their 

access to mainstream services and youth 

provision. 
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The 5th UK Government Report to The UN 

Committee on the Rights of The Child clearly 

highlights the differences between the UK 

jurisdictions and the varying rights challenges 

we face.  Here in Scotland, we recognise and 

commend the Scottish Government's hard 

work in trying to make children and young 

people's fundamental rights a reality for all, 

enshrining the UNCRC deeply into policy 

and practice vis a vis the GIRFEC approach 

and the Children and Young People  

[Scotland] Act 2014.  We also commend their 

continued commitment to rights and the 

improvement of services available to children 

and young people in times of austerity.  The 

Welsh Government is making good progress 

in developing a more positive and proactive 

policy and legislative framework for Gypsy/

Travellers, and have undertaken some good 

consultations with the community [for exam-

ple: the Managing Unauthorised Encamp-

ments guidance and the new Housing Bill; it 

has been suggested there is a great need 

for cross portfolio awareness vis a vis the 

impact of UK legislation on Welsh Gypsy/

Travellers]. 

	 Nonetheless, it is clear that young Gypsy/ 

Travellers are still facing unacceptably high 

levels of discrimination on a daily basis in 

almost every aspect of their lives.  Indeed, 

there is a general lack of awareness of the 

UNCRC amongst the Gypsy/Traveller commu- 

nity in Northern Ireland and as a result young 

people were often not aware that they were 

experiencing discrimination.  It is also appa- 

rent that young Gypsy/Travellers in Northern 

Ireland are not afforded with equal oppor- 

tunities to exercise their participation rights 

effectively.  The government in Northern Ireland 

needs to demonstrate its commitment to chil- 

dren's rights and work harder to implement 

and monitor the UNCRC in policy and prac- 

tice.  They should formulate a clear children's 

rights action plan and all professionals should 

be trained on the UNCRC, including govern- 

ment ministers. The strategy should also 

support advocacy and mechanisms for parti- 

cipation.

	 The most marginalised in society are often 

the most in need of support, and indeed can 

be the most difficult to reach, many vulner-

able groups of children and young people 

living in the UK can become ‘hidden’ from wider 

society. 

	 It is of vital importance that all marginalised, 

‘hidden’ and ‘hardly reached’ Gypsy/Traveller 

children and young people not only become 

more visible, but that they are supported to 

understand their rights, and achieve positive 

change vis a vis the many recommendations 

they have put forward in this report. 

Summary and overarching key action points

	 Article 12 in Scotland's Peer Educators felt 

that in both England and Wales, there were 

more sites and services; they liked the way 

in which Leeds GATE acted as a hub for sup- 

port and services and thought that some-

thing similar in Scotland would work well. 

They felt the sites around England were also 

better; particularly as some young people had 

mentioned that doctors, schools and other 

services could be based on the site or do out- 

reach work.  Peer Educators also stated that 

it seemed there was, generally, less respect 

for Gypsy/Travellers in Scotland and that 

there was more acceptance in Wales – due 

to the fact that there was greater recognition 

for their ethnicity and rights; the appoint- 

ment of an Assembly Member [Julie Morgan] 

in having responsibility within the Welsh 

Assembly for Gypsy/Travellers, and as Chair 

of the specific Gypsy and Traveller Cross 

Party Group, will have aided this greater 

recognition at government level.  The group 

also spoke about some of the other young 

people in the UK being shocked by the lack 

of accessible services in Scotland [it is also 

important to note here that participants in 

Northern Ireland chose to remove ‘the right 

to access clean drinking water’ from their 

Charter; however, the feedback indicates that 

this was due to their fear of stigmatisation].

	 Peer Educators identified bullying, discrimi- 

nation [employment, access to leisure, shops 

and so on], negative media reports and harass-

ment from the police as issues which affected 

all Gypsy/Travellers in the UK. They felt that 

from participating in the Reporting Process, 

they had learned about a shared culture and 

ethnicity with Gypsy/Travellers from England 

and Wales, which meant that they often 

raised similar issues in relation to discrimi- 

nation and the UNCRC.  Nonetheless, whilst 

there were many similarities, they also lear-

ned that there were differences between the 

nations, particularly in respect to how their 

rights were implemented at local and na-

tional levels.  Indeed, for many of the young 

people, it was the first time that they had 

really considered that they were unfairly 

treated and discriminated against [this was 

particularly apparent in the young people's 

feedback from Northern Ireland].  What Peer 

Educators found most notable was that in 

Scotland, Gypsy/Travellers are ‘hidden’ and 

often make a conscious effort to hide their 

culture and traditions, whereas in England and 

Wales, Peer Educators felt that many »aren't 

frightened to show it«.  For some of the 

young people this was not something they 

had considered before; they felt they had 

educated and learned mutually from one 

another in a positive and meaningful way. 

Their self-desires are as follows: 

»�confidence«; »independence«; »peace and 

respect as a Traveller«; »education«;

»�employment«; »more say in my own life [con-

trol]«; »start a family«; »have my own place«. 
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Overarching key action points
•	 �Article 12 in Scotland recommends the 

UNCRC is fully incorporated into law, 

across the UK. 

•	 �Changes and improvements in legislation 

only become meaningful when they are 

understood and implemented at a wider 

level of society.  All those working with, and 

for, young Gypsy/Travellers – from the 

national government and local authorities 

to voluntary community organisations –  

must understand, implement and build upon 

these changes in order to reflect and en- 

sure the rights and real needs of children 

and young people are being met.  Lack of 

knowledge by decision makers regarding 

their awareness of Gypsy/Traveller culture 

is detrimental to progress – more peer 

education is needed.

•	 �Immediate attention in meeting the lack 

of culturally sensitive accommodation to 

meet with the ever increasing need [i.e. 

‘bricks and mortar’, geographical, temp- 

rary halt sites and so on].  The ‘state’ of 

sites, i.e. environmental degradation and 

threats to health as a result of biohazards 

and a fear of children being exposed to 

these while playing, lack of services on 

site, the time it takes for repairs/lack of 

action, poor access to local amenities and 

so on, is of huge concern for the young 

people and community as a whole.

•	 �The education system is seen as discrimi- 

natory for many young Gypsy/Travellers.

 

•	 �Increased participation from the young 

people within the community in the 

development of services in relation to 

accommodation.

•	 �The UK Government, devolved governments, 

local authorities and the community must 

work together to develop an action plan 

that ensures all Gypsy/Travellers can ac- 

cess their fundamental human rights [such 

as access to clean water, health and edu- 

cation services and a voice in decision 

making processes].  Working with young 

people would ensure that bridges are being 

built and the views of the next generation 

are taken into account.  Agreed actions 

should be enshrined in local and national 

law, policy and practice.

•	 �Discrimination and stereotyping vis a vis 

the mainstream media is a huge problem; 

negative myths are perpetuated, bullying 

and hate crimes increase – impacting on all 

areas of life for vulnerable children and 

young people within the Gypsy/Traveller 

community.  We urge the UK Government 

to take immediate action in increasing the 

protection of vulnerable children and 

young people with regards to unbalanced, 

stereotypical reporting – on a national basis. 

All young Gypsy/Travellers involved in 

Article 12 in Scotland's Reporting Process 

	 The issues and recommendations raised in 

this report require immediate consideration 

to ensure that young Gypsy/Travellers' rights 

are better implemented across the UK. 

Addressing negative societal attitudes and 

discrimination towards the Gypsy/Traveller 

community requires a strategic action plan 

and strong national leadership.  Young Gypsy/ 

Travellers urge the UK Government to support 

each of the jurisdictions to launch national 

awareness-raising campaigns in order to reduce 

negative media reporting and the subsequent 

stigma that young Gypsy/Travellers face. 

	 All young people have the right to access 

basic facilities such as clean drinking water 

and sanitation, regardless of their accommo- 

dation status.  The shortage of adequate 

accommodation which appropriately meets 

the Gypsy/Traveller community's cultural and 

social needs is unacceptable. Accommodation 

status is also a discriminatory barrier which 

affects young Gypsy/Travellers’ access to 

health and education services. Negative atti- 

tudes, a lack of cultural understanding and 

poor family support are all major barriers which 

prevent young Gypsy/Travellers from acces- 

sing essential services and educational 

opportunities.  We urge the UK Government 

to take immediate action to address these 

inequalities throughout the UK, supporting 

each of the jurisdictions to come together 

to improve the Gypsy/Traveller community's 

access to their fundamental rights through 

positive and proactive legislation. 		

	 We have seen the benefits that incorpora- 

ting children's rights into domestic law has had 

in Wales and we commend the Scottish and 

Welsh Government's commitment to take 

children's rights into account through their 

new ministerial duties.  Whilst jurisdictions 

have agreed to implement children's rights 

into policy and practice, our report indicates 

that their actions do not adequately address 

the Gypsy/Traveller community's unequal 

access to rights. 

	 Article 12 in Scotland recommends that the 

UK Government makes a commitment to 

promote and protect young Gypsy/Travellers 

rights by implementing a strategic UK-wide 

action plan.  This should include adequate 

resources to train professionals and to increase 

the Gypsy/Traveller community's awareness  

of the UNCRC, by creating relevant oppor- 

tunities for young Gypsy/Travellers to learn 

about their rights and to monitor implemen- 

tation.  Young Gypsy/Travellers also believe 

that the Children and Young People's Com-

missioners need to do more to ensure that 

the community is meaningfully involved in 

their work. 
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stated that more needs to be done and 

believe the media plays a substantial role 

in the negative portrayal of their commu- 

nity – fuelling stereotypes; increasing 

discrimination and bullying. 

•	 �Increased awareness-raising and fresh anti- 

bullying campaigns, at a national level, to 

specifically challenge negative societal 

attitudes faced by Gypsy/Travellers; the 

young people should play a key role in the 

development and delivery of this. 

•	 �In the spirit of Article 12 of the UNCRC, 

young Gypsy/Travellers must be consulted 

in the development of all policies, prac-

tices and services that affect themselves 

and their communities.  Increased partici-

pation and advocacy are essential; and it 

must be meaningful.  Many attempts to 

engage children and young people in the 

participation process can be viewed as 

largely tokenistic by the Gypsy/Traveller 

community.  A shift in focus from service 

providers to the empowerment of children 

and young people in making decisions 

concerning the services they use, will help 

enable them to ensure the best outcome 

for themselves, their families and their 

community. 

•	 �Knowledge surrounding the UNCRC is still 

low; greater awareness-raising, both for 

young Gypsy/Travellers and any person who 

will be working with them, at all levels, is 

essential.  The UNCRC is highly valued by 

the children and young people who know 

of its existence, as is the ‘right to know 

your rights’.  If we are to see a meaningful 

change in realising the rights of vulner-

able children and young people such as 

young Gypsy/Travellers, it is essential 

that the UNCRC be widely and aggres-

sively promoted.

•	 �It is recommended that the UNCRC is 

promoted widely in a format that is easily 

accessible to young people in the Gypsy/ 

Traveller community.

•	 �There needs to be stronger national 

leadership and accountability from the 

government in implementing the UNCRC 

at a local government level for all children 

and young people.  There should be a com- 

mitment and strategy for all local autho- 

rities to ensure resources are in place for 

UNCRC implementation.  Minority groups 

such as young Gypsy/Travellers need to 

be considered in this at a national strate- 

gic level to ensure local governments plan 

and account for this in their resource allo- 

cation. 

•	 �Local authorities possess too much power 

in decision making processes on behalf of 

the Gypsy/Traveller community, as well as 

there being a lack of transparency in allo- 

cation of funds. They must be held accoun- 

table.  The UK Government must exert legal 

pressure on local authorities for provi-

sion of accommodation for the community: 

a statutory duty for local authorities to 

provide safe and adequate sites for Gypsy/ 

Travellers is urgently required.  The Gypsy/

Traveller community must be meaningful-

ly involved in all relevant planning pro- 

cesses.  This will require skilling up mem- 

bers of the community and planning 

officials.

•	 �Increased meaningful opportunity to par- 

ticipate, especially in planning processes; 

many events are viewed as largely tokenistic.

•	 �The living conditions and access to essen- 

tial services [including access to health 

and education services; further education 

and employment opportunities; social 

and recreational activities and their parti- 

cipation in civil and cultural life; access to 

personal support; financial assistance and 

suitable accommodation] requires atten-

tion.  All young people have the right to 

a safe, healthy environment and a wide 

range of available, accessible support and 

facilities to aid their development and in- 

crease well-being.  Young people have poor 

access to other important services as a 

result of inadequate living standards and 

the geographical setting of sites.  More 

sites in better locations are urgently nee- 

ded.  Young people should be consulted in 

this.

•	 �Increased support for self-advocacy; 

greater, sensitive, advocacy is required 

at local levels to enable capacity build-

ing and participation in decision making 

processes.

•	 �Article 12 in Scotland also recommends that 

the UK Government, and indeed all its de- 

volved counterparts, support more youth- 

led projects which empower young people 

to directly educate professionals [and 

other young people via peer education] 

in health and education services. 

•	 �Staff training and strategic plans are nee- 

ded to ensure there are equality policies 

in place and that services are accessible, 

flexible and culturally sensitive to the needs 

of Gypsy/Travellers.  Midwives and health 

visitors need to ensure they respect the 

rights of the child and provide outreach 

services and visits.  Many young Gypsy/

Travellers have said this is not happening. 

Also, access to services needs to improve 

and the issue of having a fixed address 

needs to change to make health services 

and medical care universally accessible, 

particularly to young Gypsy/Travellers. 
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States Parties shall respect and ensure 

the rights set forth in the present Con-

vention to each child within their juris-

diction without discrimination of any 

kind, irrespective of the child's or his 

or her parent's or legal guardian's race, 

colour, sex, language, religion, political 

or other opinion, national, ethnic or 

social origin, property, disability, birth 

or other status.

Article 2 of the UNCRC

Numerous rights issues have been documen- 

ted in this report, however, it is apparent that 

the overarching theme of the data gathered 

is one of discrimination.  Discrimination, fuel- 

led by the mass media and combined with 

poor participation and a lack of knowledge 

surrounding the UNCRC, is having a pro-

foundly negative impact on the realisation 

of rights for the vulnerable and marginalised 

young people living in the Gypsy/Traveller 

community.  It is clear that there are substan- 

tial gaps in the general knowledge and under- 

standing of children and young people's rights; 

young Gypsy/Travellers are disproportiona- 

tely affected by this, due in part to the fact 

that they lack equal opportunities to learn 

about their rights and voice their opinions. 

As a result of negative societal attitudes and 

limited understandings, many of the young 

people have stated that their rights have been 

confused with privileges, that their enjoyment 

of rights has been situational and dependent 

on their accommodation status, behaviour or 

perceived abilities. 

We believe that governments, professionals 

and wider society all have a role to play in 

building an environment that respects, values 

and validates the contributions of all young 

people.  We strongly recommend that the UK 

Government, all devolved governments and 

their local authorities, and all professionals 

who work with children and young people, 

consider more free and meaningful forms of 

participation which respect young people's 

participation rights. 

	 In short, it has become widely acceptable 

to discriminate against, harass and racially 

abuse Gypsy/Travellers.  Discrimination 

towards Gypsy/Travellers has been widely 

described as the last socially acceptable form 

of racism.  This must change, and for change 

to happen we need motivation, trust, under- 

standing and tolerance – not only between 

the travelling and settled communities, but 

from the government: national and devolved, 

on every level, thus fulfilling the rights enti-

tlements of the Gypsy/Traveller community 

living in the UK. 

	 Article 12 in Scotland hopes the issues 

and recommendations presented in this 

report will encourage key decision makers 

in each of the jurisdictions to consider how 

they will effectively include the community 

in their future actions.  We expect each of 

the jurisdictions to work harder to ensure 

that this vulnerable group of marginalised 

young people's opinions are given the due 

weight and attention that they deserve and 

we look forward to hearing how their recom- 

mendations will be taken forward.

Final conclusion United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child [UNCRC]

The following outlines the 54 Articles of the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of 

the Child [UNCRC]. Articles 1 – 40 describe 

the rights that Governments must make sure 

young people have; Articles 41 – 54 describe 

the things that adults and Governments must 

do to make sure all young people realise all 

their rights. 

ARTICLE 1: Every young person under 18 years 

of age has all the rights in this Convention. 

ARTICLE 2: The Convention applies to all 

young people under 18 years of age whatever 

their race, religion, abilities, whatever they think 

or say, whatever family they come from. 

ARTICLE 3: All organisations that work with 

or for young people should work towards 

what is best for each child or young person. 

ARTICLE 4: Governments should work to make 

these rights available to all young people. 

ARTICLE 5: Governments should respect the 

rights and responsibilities of families to direct 

and guide their children so that, as they grow, 

they learn to use their rights properly. 

ARTICLE 6: All young people have the right 

to life. Governments should insure that young 

people survive and develop healthily. 

ARTICLE 7: All young people have the right to 

a legally registered name, the right to a natio- 

nality and the right to know and, as far as pos-

sible, be cared for by their parents. 

ARTICLE 8: Governments should respect 

young people's rights to a name, a nationality 

and family ties. 

ARTICLE 9: Young people should not be sepa- 

rated from their parents unless it is for their 

own good, for example: if a parent is mistreating 

or neglecting a young person.  Young people 

whose parents have separated have the right 

to stay in contact with both parents, unless 

they may harm the young person. 

ARTICLE 10: Families who live in different 

countries should be allowed to move between 

those countries so that parents and young 

people can stay in contact or get back together 

as a family. 

ARTICLE 11: Governments should take steps 

to stop young people being taken out of their 

own country illegally. 

ARTICLE 12: Young people have the right to 

say what they think should happen when adults 

are making decisions that affect them, and to 

have their opinions taken into account. 

ARTICLE 13: Young people have the right to 

get and share information as long as the infor-

mation is not damaging to them or others. 

ARTICLE 14: Young people have the right to 

think and believe what they want and to prac- 

tice their religion, as long as they are not stop- 

ping other people from enjoying their rights. 

Adults should guide young people on these 

matters. 

ARTICLE 15: Young people have the right to 

meet together and to join organisations, as long 

as this does not stop other people from enjoying 

their rights. 

ARTICLE 16: Young people have the right to 

privacy.  The law should protect them from 

attacks against their way of life, their good 

name, their families and their homes. 

ARTICLE 17: Young people have the right to 

reliable information from the mass media.  Tele- 

vision, radio and newspapers should provide 

information that young people can understand 

and should not promote materials that could 

harm young people. 

ARTICLE 18: Both parents share responsibility 

for raising their children and should always 

consider what is best for their children. 

ARTICLE 19: Governments should ensure that 

young people are properly cared for and protect 

them from violence, abuse and neglect by their 

parents or anyone else who looks after them. 

ARTICLE 20: Young people who cannot be 

looked after by their own families must be 

looked after properly by people who respect 

their religion, culture and language. 

ARTICLE 21: When young people are adopted 

the first concern must be what is best for them. 

The same rules should apply whether the young 

people are adopted in the country where they 

were born or taken to live in another country. 

ARTICLE 22: Young people who come into a 

country as refugees or asylum seekers should 

have the same rights as young people born in 

the country. 

ARTICLE 23: Young people who have any kind 

of disability should have special care and support 

so they can live full and independent lives. 

ARTICLE 24: Young people have the right to 

good quality health care and to clean water, 

nutritious food and a clean environment so that 

they will stay healthy.  Rich countries should 

help poorer countries to achieve this. 

ARTICLE 25: Young people who are looked 

after by their local authority rather than their 

parents should have their situation reviewed 

regularly. 

ARTICLE 26: The Government should provide 

extra money for young people from families 

in need. 

ARTICLE 27: Young people have a right to a 

standard of living that is good enough to meet 

their physical and mental needs.  Governments 

should help families who cannot afford to pro- 

vide this. 

ARTICLE 28: Young people have a right to an 

education.  Discipline in schools should respect 

a young person's dignity.  Primary education 

should be free.  Wealthy countries should help 

poorer countries achieve this. 
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ARTICLE 29: Education should develop each 

young person's personality and talents to the 

full. It should encourage young people to res- 

pect their parents, their own and other cultures. 

ARTICLE 30: Young people have a right to learn 

and use the language and customs of their 

families, whether or not these are shared by 

the majority of the people in the country in 

which they live. 

ARTICLE 31: All young people have a right to 

relax and play, and to join in a wide range of 

activities. 

ARTICLE 32: The Government should protect 

young people from work that is dangerous or 

might harm their health or their education. 

ARTICLE 33: The Government should provide 

ways of protecting young people from dangerous 

drugs. 

ARTICLE 34: The Government should protect 

young people from sexual abuse. 

ARTICLE 35: The Government should make 

sure that young people are not abducted or sold. 

ARTICLE 36: Young people should be protec- 

ted from any activities that could harm their 

development. 

ARTICLE 37: Young people who break the law 

should not be treated cruelly.  They should not 

be put in prison with adults and should be able 

to keep in contact with their families. 

ARTICLE 38: Governments should not allow 

young people under the age of 15 to join the 

armed forces.  Young people in war zones 

should receive special protection. 

ARTICLE 39: Young people who have been 

neglected or abused should receive special 

help to restore their self-respect. 

ARTICLE 40: Young people who are accused 

of breaking the law should receive legal help. 

Prison sentences for young people should only 

be used for the most serious offences. 

ARTICLE 41: If the laws of a particular country 

protect young people better than the Conven- 

tion then those laws should stay. 

ARTICLE 42: The Government should tell all 

adults and young people about the Convention. 

ARTICLE 43: A group of ten experts from all 

over the world [The Committee on the Rights 

of the Child] has been set up to make sure that 

Governments are doing all they can to give young 

people their rights.  This group usually meet at 

the United Nations Headquarters in Geneva. 

ARTICLE 44: Governments have to submit 

their first report to The Committee on the 

Rights of the Child within two years of signing 

up to the Convention and on a five yearly basis 

after that.  Government reports have to ex-

plain how they are making sure that all young 

people get the rights, and if they are not, why 

they are not.

 

ARTICLE 45: The Committee on the Rights of 

the Child can ask non-governmental organisa-

tions [NGOs], with an interest in or working 

with young people, their views and opinions on 

the state of children and young people's rights. 

Based on information received from Govern- 

ments and NGOs The Committee on the Rights 

of the Child can make suggestions and recom- 

mendations as to how those Governments 

should improve the situation for children and 

young people. 

ARTICLE 46: The Convention is open to all 

countries to sign up to.  Signing up means that 

your Government agrees that the Convention 

is a good idea. 

ARTICLE 47: The Convention is subject to 

ratification.  Ratification means that your Gov-

ernment formally approves the Convention, 

meaning it agrees to put the articles of the 

Convention in to action in your country.  Gov-

ernments have to inform the United Nations of 

their decision to ratify. 

ARTICLE 48: The Convention is open for acces- 

sion by any country.  Accession means the for- 

mal acceptance of the Convention by your 

Government.  Governments have to inform the 

United Nations of their decision. 

ARTICLE 49: The Convention enters into force 

thirty days after a Government has informed 

the United Nations of its ratification or accession. 

This means that after thirty days the Govern- 

ment has a duty to ensure that all children and 

young people get their rights and to report 

back regularly to The Committee on the Rights 

of the Child. 

ARTICLE 50: Any country can propose an 

amendment to the Convention.  Any proposed 

amendment has to be considered and voted 

on by all countries who have signed up to the 

Convention.  Agreed amendments only have 

to be adhered to by those countries that have 

voted for them.  Those countries who did not 

vote in favour remain bound only by the origi- 

nal articles or any other amendments that they 

have voted for. 

ARTICLE 51: Governments have the right to 

make certain reservations to their obligations 

as set out in the Convention.  For example, a 

Government may reserve the right not to afford 

young people who come into a country as 

refugees or asylum seekers the same rights as 

young people born in the country [ARTICLE 22]. 

 

ARTICLE 52: Governments can withdraw their 

agreement to apply the Convention.  They have 

to inform the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations of their decision.  Their withdrawal en-

ters into force one year after their notification 

to the United Nations. 

ARTICLE 53: The Secretary-General of the 

United Nations is the person responsible for 

the Convention. 

ARTICLE 54: The originals of the Convention, 

in English, Arabic, Chinese, French, Russian and 

Spanish languages, are held by the Secretary- 

General of the United Nations.

Article 12 in Scotland

This Charter represents the voices of young 

Gypsy/Travellers across the UK and is a com- 

bination of the Charters created by the groups 

of young Gypsy/Travellers who participated 

in Article 12 in Scotland's UNCRC Reporting 

Process.  Independent Charters were produced 

by each group in order to represent the prio- 

rity rights issues of the four nations within  

the UK.  The young people from Article 12 

in Scotland's YGTL Project reviewed these 

Charters and created a UK-wide Charter 

which sets out the ten most important rights, 

which all young Gypsy/Travellers should have, 

in relation to the UNCRC. These rights are 

as follows: 

»�The right to survival of our  
Gypsy/Traveller identity, culture,  
language and traditions.«

All young people should be proud of their 

nomadic heritage and identity. They should be 

able to practise their religion and cultural tra- 

ditions, regardless of where they live in the 

UK.  Young people should be able to publi- 

cally celebrate family and cultural events 

such as weddings and fairs; families should 

not be unfairly discriminated against or 

banned from hosting such events in their 

community.

Non-discrimination

Article 2 – States parties shall respect and 

ensure the rights set forth in the present Con- 

vention to each child within their jurisdiction 

without discrimination of any kind, irrespective 

of the child's or his or her parents or legal guar- 

dians race, colour, sex, language, religion, po- 

litical or other opinion, national, ethnic or 

social origin, property, disability, birth or status. 

States Parties shall take all appropriate mea-

sures to ensure that the child is protected 

against all forms of discrimination or punish- 

ment on the basis of the status, activities, 

expressed opinions, or beliefs of the child's 

parents, legal guardians, or family members.

Parental guidance and the  

child's evolving capacities

Article 5 – States Parties shall respect the 

responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or, 

where applicable, the members of the extend-

ed family or community as provided for by lo-

cal custom, legal guardians or other persons 

legally responsible for the child, to provide, in 

a manner consistent with the evolving capac-

ities of the child, appropriate direction and 

guidance in the exercise by the child of rights 

recognised in the present convention.

Freedom of expression

Article 13 – The child shall have the right to 

freedom of expression; this right shall include 

freedom to seek, receive and impart information 

and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, 

either orally, in writing or in print, in the form 

of art, or through any other media of the child's 

choice.

Freedom of thought, conscience  

and religion

Article 14 – States Parties shall respect the 

right of the child to freedom of thought, con- 

science and religion.  States Parties shall re- 

spect the rights and duties of the parents and, 

when applicable, legal guardians, to provide 

direction to the child in the exercise of his or 

her right in a manner consistent with the evol-

ving capacities of the child.

Freedom of association

Article 15 – States Parties recognise the 

rights of the child to freedom of association 

and to freedom of peaceful assembly.  No re- 

strictions may be placed on the exercise of 

these rights other than those imposed in con-

formity with the law and which are necessary 

in a democratic society in the interests of the 

rights and freedoms of others.

Children of minorities or 

indigenous peoples

Article 30 – In those states in which ethnic, 

religious or linguistic minorities or persons of 

indigenous origin exist, a child belonging to 

such a minority or who is indigenous shall not 

be denied the right, in community with other 

members of his or her group, to enjoy his or 

her own culture, to progress and practise his or 

her own religion, or to use his or her own 

language.

»�The right to culturally sensitive edu- 
cation which respects our cultural 
rights.«

All young people have the right to an edu-

cation. Schools should work in ways which 

are culturally relevant and inclusive of young 

Gypsy/Travellers.  Parents and young people 

should be able to access support whenever 

they need to and education records should 

be easily accessible to ensure that all young 

Young Gypsy/Travellers' UK Charter of Rights
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Gypsy/Travellers can access education if 

their families travel or work across the UK. 

		  It is everyone's responsibility to ensure 

that young people do well in education and 

have positive learning experiences.  Young 

Gypsy/Travellers should be able to access 

education at home, on sites, in schools  

or through alternative education providers. 

Vocational learning opportunities should be 

available in order to enable young Gypsy/

Travellers to develop relevant skills for tradi- 

tional work.  Government training schemes 

and further education establishments such 

as colleges should provide flexible and inclu- 

sive learning opportunities which cater to 

the Gypsy/Traveller community's interests 

and needs.

Non-discrimination

Article 2 – States Parties shall respect and 

ensure the rights set forth in the present Con- 

vention to each child within their jurisdiction 

without discrimination of any kind, irrespective 

of the child's or his or her parents or legal 

guardians race, colour, sex, language, religion, 

political or other opinion, national, ethnic or 

social origin, property, disability, birth or sta-

tus.  States Parties shall take all appropriate 

measures to ensure that the child is protected 

against all forms of discrimination or punish- 

ment on the basis of the status, activities, ex- 

pressed opinions, or beliefs of the child's parents, 

legal guardians, or family members.

Best interests of the child

Article 3 – In all actions concerning children, 

whether undertaken by public or private social 

welfare institutions, courts of law, administra- 

tive authorities or legislative bodies, the best 

interest of the child shall be a primary consi- 

deration.

Parental guidance and the  

child's evolving capacities

Article 5 – States Parties shall respect the 

responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or, 

where applicable, the members of the exten- 

ded family or community as provided for by 

local custom, legal guardians or other persons 

legally responsible for the child, to provide, in 

a manner consistent with the evolving capaci- 

ties of the child, appropriate direction and 

guidance in the exercise by the child of rights 

recognised in the present Convention.

The child's opinion

Article 12 – States Parties shall assure to the 

child who is capable of forming his or her own 

views the rights to express those views freely 

in all matters affecting the child, the views  

of the child being given due weight in accor-

dance with the age and maturity of the child. 

For this purpose, the child shall in particular be 

provided the opportunity to be heard in any 

judicial and administrative proceedings affec- 

ting the child, either directly, or through a 

representative or an appropriate body, in a 

manner consistent with the procedural rules 

of national law.

Freedom of expression

Article 13 – The child shall have the right to 

freedom of expression; this right shall include 

freedom to seek, receive and impart information 

and ideas of all kinds regardless of frontiers, 

either orally, in writing or in print, in the form 

of art, or through any other media of the child's 

choice.

Education

Article 28 – States Parties recognise the 

rights of the child to education, and with a 

view to achieving this right progressively and 

on the basis of equal opportunity.  They shall 

make primary education compulsory and 

available to all, encourage the development 

of different forms of secondary education.

Aims of education

Article 29 – States Parties agree that the 

education of the child shall be directed to:

a.)	� The development of the child's personality, 

talents and mental and physical abilities to 

their fullest potential;

b.)	� The development of respect for human 

rights and fundamental freedoms, and for 

the principles enshrined in the Charter of 

the UN;

c.)	� The development of respect for the child's 

parents, his or her own cultural identity, 

language and values, for the national 

values of the country in which the child is 

living, the country from which he or she 

may originate, and for civilizations differ-

ent from his or her own;

d.)	� The preparation of the child for responsible 

life in a free society, in the spirit of under-

standing, peace, tolerance, equality of 

sexes, and friendship among all peoples, 

ethnic, national and religious groups and 

persons of indigenous origin;

e.)	� The development of respect for the natural 

environment. 

Children of minorities or  

indigenous peoples

Article 30 – In those States in which ethnic, 

religious or linguistic minorities or persons of 

indigenous origin exist, a child belonging to 

such a minority or who is indigenous shall not 

be denied the right, in a community with other 

members of his or her group, to enjoy his or 

her own culture, to progress and practice his 

or her own religion, or to use his or her own 

language.

»�The right to privacy and protection 
from harassment and abuse [inclu- 
ding from the mass media] on sites 
or whilst travelling, or wherever you 
live.« 

All young people should have happy, healthy 

and safe childhoods in the UK. Young Gypsy/

Travellers should not be subjected to vio- 

lence or cruel and racist treatment.  All young 

people have the right to associate and to 

enjoy activities in their communities according 

to their age and stage of development.  Young 

Gypsy/Travellers should not be harassed or 

abused as a result of their ethnicity or feel 

like they are under surveillance from police 

or CCTV cameras on sites.  The police should 

always take Gypsy/Travellers seriously when 

reporting crimes or in raising concerns 

about their safety. 

Non-discrimination

Article 2 – States Parties shall respect and 

ensure the rights set forth in the present Con- 

vention to each child within their jurisdiction 

without discrimination of any kind, irrespective 

of the child's or his or her parents or legal 

guardians race, colour, sex, language, religion, 

political or other opinion, national, ethnic or 

social origin, property, disability, birth or sta-

tus.  States Parties shall take all appropriate 

measures to ensure that the child is protected 

against all forms of discrimination or punish- 

ment on the basis of the status, activities, 

expressed opinions, or beliefs of the child's 

parents, legal guardians, or family members.

Freedom of expression

Article 13 – The child shall have the right 

to freedom of expression; this right shall 

include freedom to seek, receive and impart 

information and ideas of all kinds regardless  

of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, 

in the form of art, or through any other media  

of the child's choice.

Freedom of association

Article 15 – States Parties recognise the 

rights of the child to freedom of association and 

to freedom of peaceful assembly.  No restric-

tions may be placed on the exercise of these 

rights other than those imposed in conformity 

with the law and which are necessary in a de- 

mocratic society in the interests of the rights 

and freedoms of others.

Protection of privacy

Article 16 – No child shall be subjected to 

arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or 

her privacy, family, or correspondence, nor to 

unlawful attacks on his or her honour and repu- 

tation.  The child has the right to the protec-

tion of the law against such interference and 

attacks.

Access to appropriate information

Article 17 – Young people have the right  

to reliable information from the mass media. 

States Parties recognise the important func- 

tion performed by the mass media and shall 

ensure that the child has access to information 

and material aimed at the promotion of his or 

her social, spiritual and moral well-being and 

physical and mental health.  To this end, States 

Parties shall encourage the mass media to dis- 

seminate information and material of social 

and cultural benefit of the child.

Protection from abuse and neglect

Article 19 – All young people have the right 

to life. Governments should ensure that young 

people survive and develop healthily.  Such pro- 

tective measures should, as appropriate, inclu- 

de effective procedures for the establishment 

of social programmes to provide necessary 

support for the child and for those who have 

the care of the child as well as for other forms 

of prevention and for identification, reporting, 

referral, investigation, treatment and follow-up 

of instances of the child's maltreatment.

Standard of living

Article 27 – States Parties recognise the 

right of every child to a standard of living ade- 

quate for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, 

moral and social development.

Children of minorities or  

indigenous peoples

Article 30 – In those States in which ethnic, 

religious or linguistic minorities or persons of 

indigenous origin shall exist, a child belonging 

to such a minority or who is indigenous shall 

not be denied the right, in community with 

other members of his or her group, to enjoy his 

or her own culture, to progress and practice 

his or her own religion, or to use his or her own 

language.

Leisure, recreation and cultural activities

Article 31 – States Parties recognise the 

right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage 

in play and recreational activities appropriate 

to the age of the child and to participate freely 

in cultural life and the arts.  States Parties shall 

respect and promote the right of the child to 

participate fully in cultural and artistic life and 

shall encourage the provision of appropriate 

and equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, 

recreational and leisure activity.

»�The right to be skilled up on your 
rights, to receive help if your rights 
are ignored and to be involved in 
meaningful participation processes.«

All young people should be able to access 

information about their rights that is relevant 

and easy to understand.  Young Gypsy/Travel- 

lers should be able to access advocacy and 

support if they believe their rights are viola- 

ted or if they get in trouble with the police. 

Any suggestions of rights violations should 

be taken seriously and acted upon by 

professionals.

	 All young people should be valued as rights 

holders and active citizens.  Young Gypsy/

Travellers should have equal opportunities to 

participate and to have their voices heard, 

through processes which are meaningful to 

them.  Decision makers should have a good 

knowledge and cultural understanding of the 

community's needs.  Participation processes 

should value young people's lived experiences 

and enable them to build the capacity of their 

community.  Gypsy/Travellers should not need 

to ‘fit’ with mainstream forms of participation 

in order to have their voices heard. 

Non-discrimination

Article 2 – States Parties shall respect  

and ensure the rights set forth in the present 

Convention to each child within their jurisdic- 

tion without discrimination of any kind, irres- 

pective of the child's or his or her parents  

or legal guardians race, colour, sex, language, 

religion, political or other opinion, national, 

ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth 

or status.  States Parties shall take all appro- 

priate measures to ensure that the child is 

protected against all forms of discrimination 

or punishment on the basis of the status, acti- 

vities, expressed opinions, or beliefs of the 

child's parents, legal guardians, or family 

members.

Implementation of rights

Article 4 – States Parties shall undertake 

all appropriate legislative, administrative, and 

other measures for the implementation of the 

 rights recognised in the present Convention. 
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With regard to economic, social and cultural 

rights, States Parties shall undertake of their 

available reasons and where needed, within 

the framework of international co-operation.

The child's opinion

Article 12: States Parties shall assure to 

the child who is capable of forming his or her 

own views the rights to express those views 

freely in all matters affecting the child, the 

views of the child being given due weight 

in accordance with the age and maturity of 

the child.  For this purpose, the child shall in 

particular be provided the opportunity to be 

heard in any judicial and administrative pro-

ceedings affecting the child, either directly, 

or through a representative or an appropriate 

body, in a manner consistent with the proce-

dural rules of national law.

Freedom of expression

Article 13 – The child shall have the right to 

freedom of expression; this right shall include 

freedom to seek, receive and impart information 

and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, 

either orally, in writing or in print, in the form 

of art, or through any other media of the child's 

choice.

»�The right to have equal access to 
services that are flexible and sensi- 
tive to your cultural needs, regard-
less of your ethnicity.«

Young Gypsy/Travellers should not have to 

hide their ethnicity in order to access services, 

to enter employment or to avoid discrimi-

nation and abuse in the UK.  Young Gypsy/

Travellers should be able to enjoy a good 

standard of living and be able to access free 

health care and education wherever they 

live.  Families should not have to live in fixed 

or ‘bricks and mortar’ accommodation in  

order to access services and support.  Gypsy/ 

Travellers should not be forced to access 

health care through emergency services and 

health care visitors should carry out their 

duties by visiting families on sites.  Services 

should give due regard to literacy levels of 

community members and professionals 

should have a good knowledge and under-

standing of the community's needs.

Non-discrimination

Article 2 – States Parties shall respect and 

ensure the rights set forth in the present Con- 

vention to each child within their jurisdiction 

without discrimination of any kind, irrespective 

of the child's or his or her parents or legal 

guardians race, colour, sex, language, religion, 

political or other opinion, national, ethnic or 

social origin, property, disability, birth or status. 

States Parties shall take all appropriate mea- 

sures to ensure that the child is protected 

against all forms of discrimination or punish- 

ment on the basis of the status, activities, ex- 

pressed opinions, or beliefs of the child's  

parents, legal guardians, or family members.

Best interests of the child

Article 3 – In all actions concerning chil- 

dren, whether undertaken by public or private 

social welfare institutions, courts of law, admi- 

nistrative authorities or legislative bodies, the 

best interest of the child shall be a primary 

consideration.

Survival and development

Article 6 – States Parties recognise that 

every child has the inherent right to life. States 

Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent 

possible the survival and development of  

the child.

Health and health services

Article 24 – Young people have the right 

to good quality health care and to clean water, 

nutritious foods and a clean environment so 

that they will stay healthy.  States Parties recog- 

nise the right of the child to the enjoyment of 

the highest attainable standard of health and 

to facilities for the treatment of illness and 

rehabilitation of health.  States Parties shall 

strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his 

or her right of access to such health care 

services.

Social security

Article 26 – Every child has the right to 

benefit from social security.  The benefits 

should, where appropriate be granted, taking 

into account the resources and the circum-

stances of the child and persons having res- 

ponsibility for the maintenance of the child, 

as well as any other consideration relevant 

to an application for benefits made by or on 

behalf of the child.

Standard of living

Article 27 – States Parties recognise  

the right of every child to a standard of living 

adequate for the child's physical, mental, spi- 

ritual, moral and social development.

Children of minorities or indigenous 

peoples

Article 30 – In those States in which ethnic, 

religious or linguistic minorities or persons of 

indigenous origin shall exist, a child belonging 

to such a minority or who is indigenous shall 

not be denied the right, in community with 

other members of his or her group, to enjoy his 

or her own culture, to progress and practice his 

or her own religion, or to use his or her own 

language.

»�The right to understand and partici- 
pate fully without fear of discrimi-
nation in planning processes.«

Young Gypsy/Travellers should be involved in 

planning processes in order to ensure accom- 

modation is to a good standard and meets the 

needs of the community.  Families should be 

able to acquire planning permission for priva- 

te sites, which meet their social and cultural 

needs.  Local authorities should ensure the 

provision of more permanent and temporary 

halt sites so that the community may carry 

out their cultural traditions.  Community mem- 

bers should not feel that they are being dis-

criminated against in planning applications as 

a result of their ethnicity.

Non-discrimination

Article 2 – States Parties shall respect and 

ensure the rights set forth in the present Con- 

vention to each child within their jurisdiction 

without discrimination of any kind, irrespective 

of the child's or his or her parents or legal 

guardians race, colour, sex, language, religion, 

political or other opinion, national, ethnic or 

social origin, property, disability, birth or sta-

tus.  States Parties shall take all appropriate 

measures to ensure that the child is protected 

against all forms of discrimination or punish- 

ment on the basis of the status, activities, ex- 

pressed opinions, or beliefs of the child's  

parents, legal guardians, or family members.

The child's opinion

Article 12 – States Parties shall assure to the 

child who is capable of forming his or her own 

views the rights to express those views freely 

in all matters affecting the child, the views of 

the child being given due weight in accordance 

with the age and maturity of the child.  For this 

purpose, the child shall in particular be provi- 

ded the opportunity to be heard in any judi- 

cial and administrative proceedings affecting 

the child, either directly, or through a repre- 

sentative or an appropriate body, in a manner 

consistent with the procedural rules of 

national law. 

Standard of living

Article 27 – States Parties recognise the 

right of every child to a standard of living ade- 

quate for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, 

moral and social development.

»�The right to access clean drinking 
water when travelling and have 
access to accommodation that is of 
a good standard and does not hinder 
our practice of our cultural tradi-
tions.«

Young Gypsy/Travellers should have access 

to a good standard of living and be able to 

access services and facilities, such as water 

and sanitation, regardless of their accommo- 

dation status.  These basic rights should not 

be violated because the community do not 

conform with traditional mainstream values. 

Young Gypsy/Travellers should not be forced 

to live on sites in industrial areas, surrounded 

by busy roads and pollutants. Sites should be 

situated in easily accessible, safe and habi- 

table areas close to local amenities and 

services.  Sites provided by local authorities 

should be well maintained and families should 

have access to all the basic facilities and 

services that they need.

Non-discrimination

Article 2 – States Parties shall respect and 

ensure the rights set forth in the present Con- 

vention to each child within their jurisdiction 

without discrimination of any kind, irrespective 

of the child's or his or her parents or legal 

guardians race, colour, sex, language, religion, 

political or other opinion, national, ethnic or 

social origin, property, disability, birth or sta-

tus.  States Parties shall take all appropriate 

measures to ensure that the child is protected 

against all forms of discrimination or punish- 

ment on the basis of the status, activities, ex- 

pressed opinions, or beliefs of the child's parents, 

legal guardians, or family members.

Best interests of the child

Article 3 – In all actions concerning children, 

whether undertaken by public or private social 

welfare institutions, courts of law, administra- 

tive authorities or legislative bodies, the best 

interests of the child shall be a primary consi- 

deration.  States Parties shall ensure that the 

institutions, services and facilities responsible 

for the care or protection of children shall con- 

form with the standards established by com-

petent authorities, particularly in the areas of 

safety, health, in the number and suitability 

of their staff, as well a competent supervision.

Survival and development

Article 6 – States Parties recognise that 

every child has the inherent right to life. States 

Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent 

possible the survival and development of the 

child.

The child's opinion

Article 12 – States Parties shall assure to the 

child who is capable of forming his or her own 

views the rights to express those views freely 

in all matters affecting the child, the views  

of the child being given due weight in accor- 

dance with the age and maturity of the 

child.  For this purpose, the child shall in 

particular be provided the opportunity to be 

heard in any judicial and administrative pro-

ceedings affecting the child, either directly, 

or through a representative or an appropriate 

body, in a manner consistent with the proce-

dural rules of national law.

Freedom of expression

Article 13 – The child shall have the right to 

freedom of expression; this right shall include 

freedom to seek, receive and impart informa- 

tion and ideas of all kinds, regardless of fron-

tiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the 

form of art, or through any other media of the 

child's choice.

Health and health services

Article 24 – Young people have the right 

to good quality health care and to clean water, 

nutritious foods and a clean environment so 

that they will stay healthy.  States Parties recog- 

nise the right of the child to the enjoyment of 

the highest attainable standard of health and 

to facilities for the treatment of illness and re- 

habilitation of health.  States Parties shall 

strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his 

or her right of access to such health care ser- 

vices.

Standard of living

Article 27 – States Parties recognise the 

right of every child to a standard of living ade- 

quate for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, 

moral and social development.

Children of minorities or  

indigenous peoples

Article 30 – In those States in which ethnic, 

religious or linguistic minorities or persons of 

indigenous origin shall exist, a child belonging 

to such a minority or who is indigenous shall 

not be denied the right, in community with other 

members of his or her group, to enjoy his or her 

own culture, to progress and practice his or her 

own religion, or to use his or her own language.

62 63 appendix 2



Charter conclusion

The rights listed in this Charter, should be 

regarded as priority rights issues which re- 

quire serious attention for young Gypsy/

Travellers living in the UK.  Each group shared 

their experiences and voiced their concerns 

about numerous issues which affected their 

rights in their local communities.  As the reader 

can see, many of the rights regard a number 

of UNCRC Articles.  It is important to point 

out that the young Gypsy/Travellers regarded 

all of the UNCRC Articles as important mea- 

sures of their health and well-being; however, 

the YGTL project wrote their own rights, 

to set out what they had identified as the 

most common human rights issues for young 

Gypsy/Travellers in the UK.

		  Whilst the young people lived in different 

areas of the country, they all experienced 

high levels of discrimination, harassment and 

abuse on a daily basis; such discrimination 

has a detrimental effect on young Gypsy/

Travellers' most basic human rights.  We asked 

young Gypsy/Travellers from Northern Ireland 

to rank the rights which were listed in the 

Charter and they considered »the right to the 

survival of our Gypsy/Traveller identity, cul- 

ture, language and traditions« to be the most 

important. It is clear to see from the issues 

raised in the Charter, why they felt this right 

was particularly important. We heard directly

from young Gypsy/Travellers how discrimi-

natory practices and negative media reporting 

prevented their families from travelling and 

practising the cultural traditions which form 

their identity.  We also heard how the com- 

munity were excluded from the most basic 

services and facilities that members of the 

settled community take for granted; cultural 

barriers and discriminatory practises exclu- 

ded the Gypsy/Travellers’ community from 

accessing services when they were travelling. 

Many of the young people felt that these 

were direct attempts from mainstream society 

to eradicate their identity, as they are forced 

to move into fixed accommodation or ‘bricks 

and mortar’ housing to access basic services 

and facilities. 

		  All of the young people who participated 

in the making of this Charter feel it is 

important that their communities have an 

awareness of rights, enabling them to chal- 

lenge these serious rights violations. 	

		  The guiding principles of the UNCRC of 

non-discrimination [Article 2]; best interests 

of the child [Article 3], right to life, survival 

and development [Article 6] and respect for 

the views of the child [Article 12] are the ge- 

neral requirements for all rights holders. 

However, young Gypsy/Travellers continue 

to experience discrimination throughout the 

UK based on their ethnicity and accommoda- 

tion status.  Our Charter calls for young Gypsy/

Travellers to be recognised as the equal rights 

holders that they are, so that their rights 

are respected and realised. 

Young Scottish Gypsy/Travellers'  
Human Rights Act

•	 �The right to move about freely  

without harassment;

•	 �The right to roam should be applied 

equally to Gypsy/Travellers as any other 

member of society [Scots Law];

•	 The right to access clean drinking water;

•	 �The right to culturally sensitive/competent 

education;

•	 �The right not to be geographically  

segregated;

•	 �The right to be part of and not be  

discriminated against in planning  

processes.

Young Scottish Gypsy/Travellers'  
Bill of Rights

•	 �The right to follow our own culture  

without discrimination;

•	 �The right to be kept safe from torture/

humiliating treatment;

•	 The right to feel secure;

•	 The right to survival;

•	 �The right to get and receive help if  

your rights are ignored;

•	 �The right to access culturally sensitive 

and competent services;

•	 �The right to the survival of Gypsy/ 

Traveller culture;

•	 Freedom of expression;

•	 The right to know your rights.
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