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COUNTRY: CABO VERDE
	REPORT N° 
	Second Periodic Report (UNCRC)

	SESSIONS
	· Pre-session: 81st (October 2018)
· Session: 81st (May 2019)

	LAWS 
(HC-1993, GUIDELINES, DOMESTIC LAWS)
	International instruments:
· UN Convention on the Rights of the Child: ratification in 1992; 
· Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography: ratified in 2002; 
· Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in respect of Intercountry Adoption: accession in 2009.
Regional instruments:

· African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child: ratification in 1993. 
Domestic legislation: 

· Constitution of the Republic of Cabo Verde (1992);

· Law No. 57/VIII/2014 (2004), which adapts the 1993 Hague Convention to a domestic law;

· Status of the Child and the Adolescent, Law No. 50/VIII/2013 (2013);

· Civil Code (1997);

· Family Code, Law No. 58-81 (1981);

· Code on Minors, Law No. 89/82 (1982) and reviewed in 1997. 

	GENERAL SITUATION OF CHILDREN DEPRIVED OF THEIR FAMILY
	· Migration: Given the lack of natural resources and climatic challenges in the country, many Cape Verdeans have left the country and moved abroad, resulting in the Cape Verdean population abroad being higher that the number of inhabitants. 

· Birth registration: Despite having been a priority, in 2011, 25% of children under the age of one had not been registered. In the new Law No. 50/VIII/2013, Article 28 states that parents have an obligation to register their children upon birth. 

· Trafficking: Another concern is the trafficking of young African girls for sexual exploitation and abuse purposes on the islands of Boavista and Sal, as well as Cape Verdean girls and child victims of sexual abuse. 
· Lack of quantitative and qualitative data: An ISS mission in the country in 2017 also concluded that there is no database in Cabo Verde, which would centralise all data relating to children without parental care and their needs, potential families, etc. 
· Limited family strengthening efforts: Efforts to prevent family separation and to support families are very limited. 

Sources: Government of Cabo Verde: http://www.governo.cv; UNICEF, Country information: http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/capeverde.html; CRIN, Country information: http://wiki.crin.org/mediawiki/index.php?title=Cape_Verde; Government of Cabo Verde, The situation of children and adolescents (in Portuguese):

http://www.governo.cv/documents/polticas_de_infncia_e_adolescncia.pdf; ISS Cabo Verde, Mémorandum - Mission aux Îles de Boavista et de Sal – 9-14 May 2016; ISS Mission to Cabo Verde, November-December 2017.

	ALTERNATIVE CARE OPTIONS

	· An important step forward has been the entry into force in 2014 of the Status of the Child and the Adolescent, Law No. 50/VIII/2013, which includes provisions on the situation and support to children without parental care. Several measures are aimed at protecting children and adolescents in emergency situations and in their best interests. In particular, the Law mentions other forms of care, such as foster care (Arts. 118-122), residential care (Arts. 123-129), guardianship (Arts. 130-164) and adoption (Arts. 165-195). 
· Despite having acceded to a number of international instruments and having reformed its domestic legislation, there is still a lack of information on practices in this regard in the country, which makes it difficult to assess its current child protection system, including alternative care options. In addition, there appears to be a lack of financial resources to support its implementation and to train professionals caring for these children.
· Based on ISS’s mission to the country in late 2017, there are few ‘alternatives’ for children without parental care. There are 57 foster families, but most children are placed in institutions. Furthermore, there are limited efforts to maintain children in their families and domestic adoption is not developed. 
Sources: ISS Mission to Cabo Verde, November-December 2017.

	ADOPTION

	· The 1993 Hague Convention entered into force in the country in 2010, upon which the country reformed its adoption-related legislation. Considerable progress has been made in law in relation to intercountry adoption (Law on the Status of the Child and Adolescent and the Law on Intercountry Adoption). The latter reflects the importance of the multidisciplinary character of adoption and states which professionals are involved. 

· Independent adoptions are no longer permitted. 
· Intercountry adoption is currently possible in Cabo Verde; however, there are very few children adoptable for intercountry adoption. One of the reasons for the limited number of adoptions is that there are very few children declared adoptable, or the ones that have been declared adoptable will have many challenges in being adopted because of their age, health or as they are part of sibling group. According to the different discussions in meetings held by ISS during its mission in the country, it would seem that there are not many children declared adoptable because the responsible authorities do not have the capacity nor the means to properly assess the situation of children, assess the children and declare them adoptable ,if needed.
Sources: Information from the Central Authority of Cabo Verde, March 2014; relevant legislation (see above); ISS Mission to Cabo Verde, November-December 2017; U.S. Department of State.  

	STATISTICS

	· As mentioned above, there are no statistics available on alternative care or adoption.  


	SUMMARY AND RISKS

	· There is a need to further implement the principle of subsidiarity, by undertaking further efforts to prevent family separation and promote domestic adoption.

· Even though the legislation has been reformed to comply with the 1993 Hague Convention, national policies and practices must strengthen child protection procedures and family-type care to ensure that intercountry adoptions comply with international standards.

· There is a need to have exhaustive qualitative and quantitative data on the number and situation of children deprived of parental care or at risk of so being, in order to be able to assess their situation and identity potential responses. 

	POTENTIAL   QUESTIONS
 
	· What is being undertaken to support families in order to prevent family separation?

· How many children are currently in out-of-home care? What are the main causes for family separation?

· Is foster care being developed? How many foster families are there and how many children are placed with them?

· What is being undertaken to ensure that children are not placed unnecessary in care, in particular in residential/institutional care?

· What are the numbers of domestic and intercountry adoption? 
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