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IDA recommendations for Concluding Observations, CRC 60th Session
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following recommendations for the Concluding Observations, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State report submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child and previous treaty body concluding observations (see Annex).

ALBANIA

Albania has signed but not yet ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
IDA suggested recommendations for Concluding Observations :
· Engage in consultation with children and adults with disabilities, and their representative organisations, to ensure that the development and implementation of legislation and policies and other decision-making processes concerning issues relating to persons with disabilities, including international cooperation programmes, are fully inclusive and accessible in accordance with Article 4(3) of the CRPD.
· Introduce measures in compliance with Article 12 CRC to ensure that children and young people in mental health settings have the right and opportunity to freely express their views on matters of treatment, services and support, and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child, without any discrimination based on disability, and that they have access to age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights. 
· Review laws and policies with respect to children with disabilities to eliminate the medical model of disability and to promote the social and human rights based approach which acknowledges that the disabling factors reside in the environmental and attitudinal barriers created by society, and that all children and adults with disabilities are subjects of their own rights.  
· Undertake awareness raising campaigns aimed at the government, public and families to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities and their role as active participants and contributors to society.
· Take steps to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, and to parents with disabilities.
· Devise a general plan for the deinstitutionalisation of children with disabilities and the development of community based services in close consultation with organisations of persons with disabilities.
· Address the heightened risk for children with disabilities, in particular girls and newborn children with disabilities, of becoming victims of murder, violence, abuse, and other harmful practices and adopt sanctions for perpetrators and urgent measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to children with disabilities living in institutions and the community.   
· Include inclusive education as an integral part of core teacher training curricula in universities to ensure that the values and principles of inclusive education are infused at the outset of teacher training and teaching careers of all teachers. Make available support in classrooms, and the accessibility of educational materials, curricula, and school environments.  Ensure the law provides enforceable remedies for the denial of the right to inclusive education including the denial of the provision of reasonable accommodation with respect to education, including for children living with HIV/AIDS.
· Adopt measures to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to children and adolescents with disabilities in age-appropriate formats.
· Collect adequate data on children and adults with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, and use disaggregated data and results of studies to develop policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for them in society.
· Take steps to ratify the CRPD and accede to its Optional Protocol.
State report 

Selected references to children with disabilities in the state report:

33. Although there has been an increase in received complaints/requests, they have mainly been submitted by parents or relatives and only one complaint has been filed by the child himself. Complaints relate to various issues, but their focus has been mainly on the special treatment of the child, the right of the parent to be present during child interrogation, the poor condition of schools, non-registration of children by the civil registration offices, absence of psychologist/social worker during police interviews of children, children lost outside the territory of Albania, issues of refusal of financial benefits for care of disabled children, non-allocation of subsistence support for children after death of one parent, inadequate medical care for ill children, non-execution of judicial decisions related to children, etc. 
Allocation of financial resources. Recommendation 16 of the CRC Committee. 

35. In accordance with Law No. 9355 date 10.03.2005 “On the Economic Aid and Social Services”, the poor families with little or no income (and children via the families) are eligible to benefit from the economic aid scheme.  Based on this law, the poor families and individuals with little or no income are also eligible to benefit from the social protection programs: .. 2) The Program of Disability Payment; 3) The Social Security Program. The first two programs provide cash support. In the recent years, efforts have been made to improve criteria for selection of families in order to make possible that aid reaches the poor families, through decreasing abusive benefits, thus leading to increases in the average monthly payment for family.

80. Law No. 9355, date 10.03.2005 “On Social Aid and Services” provides measures to grant social aid and services to individuals and groups in need due to disability and limited economic, physical, psychological , and social opportunities, including children.

126. In the field of social services the project “Provision of Social Services at Community Level” was aimed at establishing community services for groups in need, such as children, women, elderly, disabled people, etc. This project was financed with: 10 million USD loan money from the World Bank; 2.5 million USD grant money from DFID; 2.5 million USD from the Albanian government. The project ended in March 2008, and its impact on the communities was evaluated. The project established 43 daycare centers for children, youth, disabled people, girls and women in need, and elderly. New services covered 8 regions (of the total 12), and 3 municipalities, accounting for 2/3 of the countries territory. The number of community services for children established under the project is 20, and the number of beneficiary children is 3012, together with 7405 women and their families. Following the closure of the project, the local government units, supported by NGOs, have taken over these services to guarantee their sustainability. Given that the local government units may initially be unable to finance these services, MLSAEO has issued a special instruction to the effect of supporting the new policies, including community services.
146. The Law “On the Pre-University Education System in Albania” (with amendments) guarantees the right to education to all citizens, despite social status, nationality, language, gender, religion, race, political convictions, health condition or economic status. MES pays special attention to elimination of all forms of discrimination in the pre-university system. To implement its educational policies, MES relies on the National Strategy on Pre-university Education, which makes a priority objective of “Guaranteeing full access to all levels of education, free of any forms of discrimination based on color, ethnicity, disability or religion”.

156. One of the objectives of the NCS is the provision of equal opportunities for all children, despite gender, race, ethnicity, age, health conditions, birth status, physical and mental disabilities, etc, as well as the enforcement of their right to social protection.

157. An important principle of the Sectoral Strategy of Social Protection (2007- 2013) is the principle of non-discrimination. This strategy states that social protection should be offered to every person in need, irrespective of gender, origin, religion, age, disability, etc, and is designed to prevent and combat discrimination in the distribution of services.  DCM No. 1104, date 30.07.2008 “On some Additions to DCM No. 80, date 28.01.2008 "On approval of the Sectoral Strategy of Social Protection and the Action Plan for its implementation” specifically states that applicants for custody should not manifest discriminatory approaches to disabled persons or people of other ethnicities.

161. In 2007, for the first time ever, the Center for Human Development with co-funding from UNICEF and Save the Children, and with MES support, realized the study “The Educational Situation of Roma Children in Albania”. The findings and recommendations of the study have helped MES to design an action plan for educating Roma children. Based on the National Strategy for Disabled Persons, MES has taken a series of measures to make special education a component part of the public education system, in order to enable the fullest possible development of individuals with special physical, mental, or sensory needs.

191. With regard to Article 3/3, reform of the social protection system undertaken by the MLSAEO aims to improve the quality of services offered by social care institutions by placing the focus on the needs of the child. In this context, there have been approved and are being implemented: 1) Standards for children’s care in the residential centers (DCM No. 659, date 17.10.2005); 2) Standards for care of disabled people in the residential and day care centers, approved by DCM No. 822, date 6.12. 2006; 3) Standards for social care services in residential centers and for individuals trafficked or at risk of being trafficked (DCM No. 195, date 11.04.2007). These standards have influenced the change of the paradigm of child care, by aiming to protect children’s rights through ensuring their upbringing in a safe family environment that respects their individuality and stimulates their development and integration in society.

251. The main objectives for social services as defined in the sectoral strategy for social protection are: (i) decentralization which includes the transition of all residential care units under local government administration, (ii) increasing the variety of community services and coverage of all groups with basic services in all the regions of the country; (iii) extend community services by the year 2013 in municipalities that actually have no such services, (iv) piloting of custody services (2008-2010 in two municipalities: Tiranë and Shkodër) and extension  of this service until 2013 in other local entities, in accordance with the needs and available budgets and opportunities; (v) de-institutionalization, consolidation of the model of "home-family services" for children and disabled persons, extension of these services to other social groups (including youth); (vi) implementation of service standards and increase of the quality of services for children, disabled people, elderly; (vii) periodic inspection of all residential and day care services provided by public and private operators; (viii) licensing of new providers and periodic re-licensing of all NGOs providing services for clients. (ix) periodic inspection of all residential and day care services provided by public and private operators.

272. A 2000-2005 study carried out by the Counseling Center for Women and Girls in Tiranë, arrived at important conclusions in relation to the widespread forms of violence: a) emotional violence is the form of domestic violence encountered more often; b) economic violence is more frequent in the urban areas; c) physical violence is more widely reported in the rural areas; d) sexual violence is less reported; e) most vulnerable to violence are women with disabilities, migrant women, women belonging to the Roma minority, and rural women; f) the age groups experiencing more violence are 18-23 and 37-45 years. 
Recommendation 49/b Prevention and fight against domestic violence, harassment & abuse. 
323. Foster care will initially be piloted in the two largest cities of Albania, in Tiranë and Shkodër, during 2009-2010. The pilot phase is expected to benefit 80 children in need who will be placed in foster families: 40 children in Tiranë, 10 disabled children in Tiranë; 30 children in Shkodër.   It will train 24 experts in Tiranë and 12 experts in Shkodër. Participants in the training will comprise: employees of the public administration, municipalities/communes; employees from the regional administration offices of Social Security Services; experts from NGOs providing social services; independent lawyers to assess the legal regime of the cases; multidisciplinary custody teams that will assess cases at the Sections of Economic Assistance and Social Services at the municipality/commune level. Following evaluation of the pilot, a decision will be made to extend the service across the country.

VI. Basic care and wellbeing 

a)  Follow-up.  Measures to implement Final Observations 

Disabled children (Article 23).  Recommendation 53/a - Final Observations 
334. The Constitution and the Albanian legislation guarantee the rights and fundamental freedoms of disabled persons. The legal framework for improving the social and economic status of disabled people, designed to provide the guarantees for equal opportunities for disabled persons, is improving gradually. Law No. 8092, dated 21.03.1996 "On Mental Health” aims at protecting mentally disabled persons.  Law No. 9355, dated 10.03.2005 "On Social Aid and Services” prescribes measures to provide assistance and social services to individuals and groups in need, due to lack of skills or limited economic, physical, psychological, and social opportunities, including children. Persons with disabilities are supported by: 1) Program for the payment of disabled persons; 2) Program for provision of social services to individuals in need.

335. National Strategy for Disabled Persons (approved by DCM in January 2005) has as an objective to create the basis for improving the lives of disabled persons in the field of social care, health, education, culture, sports, employment, information, transport, representation and participation in public life. This strategy aims to generate a significant improvement in the status and quality of life of persons with disabilities in the Republic of Albania, in accordance with UN Standards on Equalization of Opportunities. One of the principles of the Strategy for Disabled People, is the early identification and treatment, which involves a number of measures to avoid to the maximum extent possible the risk of disabilities and/or chronic diseases in all age groups and in the all aspects of life. This principle includes the prevention of disability during early childhood, through measures such as immunization, etc, and also emphasizes the fact that the earlier a disorder is identified in childhood, the better and faster the prevention of disability, or its successful treatment. The principle of rehabilitation is the core of the intervention, which provides disabled people with the means and ways for independent living. It has to do with measures taken to prevent, avoid, or compensate for a certain disability. In order to prevent its deterioration, the state should respond to the need for long-term care and support to enable a normal life for disabled people. These principles are designed to provide assistance to any person with any form of disability. The Action Plan for the Implementation of the Strategy for Disabled People is a useful instrument to plan for, and monitor the implementation of the Strategy continuously. The concrete measures in this plan cover: 1) Prevention of disabilities at an early age, through early diagnosis and treatment of emotional and behavioral disorders of children 0-6 years old (screening). 2) Provision and delivery of health services and social care in the relevant public institutions and private service entities for disabilities, in accordance with age and needs for rehabilitation and integration. 3) The devolving of services to local government units, in accordance with the law on organization and functioning of local governments, social policies, and disability needs. 4) Providing education possibilities for all disabled children, with emphasis on mainstream education. 5) Improvement and modernization of the educational learning process in the schools for special needs. 6) Establishment and gradual extension of integrated schools and kindergartens. 7) Establishment and gradual extension of psycho-pedagogical and psychosocial services in the integrated schools and kindergartens. 8) Provide support to disabled people to participate in cultural and sports activities and facilitate their participation in various activities, in general. 

336. Under the social care programs of the MLSAEO, financed from the state budget, disabled children receive cash payments and treatment in 6 development residential center in Tiranë, Durrës, Korçë, Berat, Vlorë and Shkodër, as well as in 2 day care centers in Korça and Lezha. In the context of decentralization, 5 residential and 2 daycare centers for disabled persons have been transferred to the local governments. The Durrës Development Center is not transferred, as it will remain a national center.

337. On approval of DCM No. 618, dated 07.09.2006 "On the determination of Criteria, Documentation and amount of Payment for Disabled Persons", disabled people receive greater payments and so do those who take care of disabled individuals. In December 2007, the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, in collaboration with the Directorate of Social Insurance and the University Hospital Center Mother Teresa (all departments according to nozologies), reviewed the list of diseases underlying disability that is used by the Medical Committee for Assessing Working Ability. The updated list includes certain childhood diseases to provide disabled children with additional benefits from social protection schemes, and better meet their needs for payments and services. 

338. Under the project financed by the World Bank, "The Distribution of Social Services at the Community", since 2006, 11 new services for disabled people in the form of community services have been established. In 2007, 9 services for disabled people were established and began operating: 1) Audio Library for the Blind, Durrës, 2) Multifunctional center, Elbasan; 3) Daycare center for development and integration of disabled people in the towns of  Prrenjas and Librazhd ; 4) Center for Palliative Care Services in the town of Gjirokastra; Community Center for Disabled Children in Tiranë; 5) Center for psychosocial services for people in need, "Do not suffer in silence" in Tiranë; 6) Daycare center for disabled people “The Common House” in Tiranë; 7) Social center for disabled people in need, Shkodër; 8) Center of social support, in the town of Puka. On completion of this project, these centers will be administered by local governments. Currently, work is going on to facilitate the transfer and sustainability of these new services. 

339. In 2007, the regulations on assessing disabilities were improved, and currently include some of the childhood diseases and diseases of persons with damage or loss of upper and lower extremities, which previously did not qualify for disability payments. These changes in the regulations have encompassed more children and disabled persons who need support from the social schemes, which contributes to better meeting their needs for cash and services. 

340. MLSAEO collaborates with donors and NGOs for the establishment of community services for disabled children. In Shkodër, for example, the Ministry is cooperating with the Association of “Project Hope", which has established 6 family-home type of facilities for 54 disabled children, who were taken by the Development Center in Shkodër and the Foster Homes. Pursuant to an agreement with the Swiss Cooperation, the project "Lira" in Berat has established a day care center, a workshop, and provides for protected apartments to promote independent life. 


341. Within the framework of the financial and technical cooperation between the Albanian government and Germany, a project to support children with disabilities was implemented in 2007. This project was designed to improve the concepts of treatment and care services for children with physical and/or mental disabilities, in accordance with European standards. In view of the positive assessment expressed by the donor, there is a strong possibility that the project may continue in the future, too.

Disabled children (Article23) Recommendation 53/b 

342. In connection with recommendation 53/b, on education of disabled children, one of the objectives in the National Strategy for Disabled People is the provision of adequate education for disabled people. This objective aims: 1) to make sure that no child is deprived of his right to education due to disability; 2) to support the development of efficient communication, in order to create opportunities for introduction of the sign language as well as communication technologies and other supportive means of communication; 3) to enable teachers and other educators to understand the special needs of disabled students; 4) to make sure that disabled students, their families, teachers, and educators are well provided for in order to address the needs of disabled children; 5) to improve the quality of education for disabled children; 6) to create an enabling and inclusive education in order to mainstream the education of disabled children.
343. An issue of critical importance remains the creation of optimum teaching and learning conditions for disabled children, with emphasis on mainstream education. The Law “On Pre-University Education” provides for the establishment of special schools or classes, as well as for the training of teaching staff to teach disabled people. In line with this objective, the University of Vlorë created a special program for teachers dealing with disabled children. Disabled children may attend normal schools, or special classes within normal schools, or special public schools. The special needs institutions at national level meet 80% of the needs for this type of education, whereas the regions accommodate 2% of special education needs. Education of children with special needs in the public institutions is free of charge. The government has the obligation to provide the necessary conditions for the gradual integration of disabled children in mainstream schools. To cover the needs of children with hearing and sight disabilities, there are two national institutions which cover 80-90% of the cases. Other specialized institutions for these disabilities cover less than 2% of the needs. The two national schools, located in Tiranë, also offer dormitory services. Attendance of these institutions is entirely free and includes accommodation, meals, clothing, books, and relevant teaching and learning materials. In addition to special schools and daycare centers, disabled children may attend normal classes. In accordance with the strategy for disabled children, specifically to implement the objective of mainstreaming special needs, recently, pilot schools and kindergartens have been established based on the principle of inclusive education. These pilots are financed by Save the Children, and, in cooperation with MES, are implemented in 6 regions: Tiranë, Gramsh, Berat, Gjirokastër, Vlorë, and Korçë. The best practice collected by these pilots is a reference point for extending the experience in other schools of the country.
344.  In the current academic year, there have been 21 kindergartens and 25 schools offering integrated services for disabled children in Tiranë, Elbasan, and Berat. Also, it has been an objective to improve the quality of special schools and to turn them into resource centers for training teachers of the 9-year system, in order for them to be able to deal with disabled children. Based on the positive results of this project, MES and Save the Children in cooperation with the Albanian Foundation for Disability Rights have extended the initiative of mainstreaming disabled children, in 10 kindergartens and 12 schools (Shkodër, Vlorë, Gjirokastër, and Korçë). 
345. Starting from 2006, MES has undertaken a number of measures to implement the two main objectives of the strategy for disabled people: 1. Gradual extension of mainstream education; 2. Improving special schools and turning them into resource centers to train mainstream teachers.

In the training programs offered by MES, an important place is given to the new methodologies and familiarization with the new programs introduced in pre-university education. The new methodologies serve to upgrade skills for individualized work with certain students, including disabled children. MES has designed standards for the new schools to be constructed, which should provide the adequate facilities for disabled students. Even schools undergoing reconstruction shall be adapted to improve access of disabled children in accordance with the newly introduced standards.
Based on the concrete abilities of every child, MES has decreed the admission of disabled children in artistic and professional schools without competition. Presently, about 18 disabled students study music. Based on existing legislation, MES offers scholarships for students identified by MLSAEO. MES has removed tuition fees in higher education for blind, paraplegic, and tetraplegic students. In cooperation with other institutions, MES has made efforts to increase awareness of teachers and principals to accept disabled children in normal classes. However, schools lack the necessary infrastructure, and teachers lack the skills to deal with such students.

346. In cooperation with Save the Children and the Albanian Disability Rights Foundation, MES has launched the piloting of mainstream schools and kindergartens (enrolling disabled children in normal classes) in Tiranë, Librazhd, Berat, Korçë, Vlorë, and Gjirokastër. 

Recommendation 53/c- Professional and financial resources, and community based rehabilitation programs

347. Economic support for disabled people has been increasing. However, until now, services aimed at the rehabilitation of persons with disabilities have been insufficient and short-term in character. It should be noted that funds allocated to disability have been modest. NGOs have tried to provide some kinds of rehabilitation services, as well as to introduce new types of services. Despite efforts made, the services available are fragmented and not integrated. 

348. Continuous capacity building in the field of disability is the key point in the Disability Strategy. Knowledge of Albanian civil servants on the disability legislation is fragmentary. On the other hand, even among NGOs dedicated to disability, there is lack of knowledge of the Albanian disability legislation and the rights of persons with disabilities. 
The Albanian Government is committed to disability issues and it is making efforts to incorporate the disability rights in its sectoral policies. 
To achieve this goal, it is necessary to provide extensive training programs and exchange of experiences from best practice countries. There is a need of receiving consultancy from experts in countries with advanced experience in the field of disability policies. 
The National Disabilities Strategy defines the need for training of caretakers of disabled persons in order to increase the quality of their service. 
Projects involved in the short-term Action Plan of this strategy include the training of lawyers, judges, and prosecutors on the legal aspects of disability. 

349. In Albania there is a legal framework regarding disabilities, which regulates the commissioning of services and payments, as well as the rights and obligations of parties. However, analysis of the current situation has shown that legislation is fragmentary, which entails poor understanding of central and local level employees as well as disabled people themselves.


351. The National Center for Child Upbringing, Development, and Rehabilitation has the duty to diagnose and treat children with development problems from 0 to 6 years. The Center is responsible for designing and implementing training programs for medical and educational personnel employed by the health institutions for children at country level. In cooperation with the Department of Pediatrics at the Faculty of Medicine, the Center works to ensure conditions for realizing the educational practices of students of medicine, psychology, social work, and nursing faculties. This center offers advisory services from a multidisciplinary team of doctors, social workers, psychiatrists, psychologists, speech therapists, physiotherapists, development educators, nurses, etc. According to this center, in 2008 are assessed and treated a total of 3016 children with development problems from all over the country. Data from this center show that the number of cases grows every year with about 36%. As part of its activities with children, the center also works with parents and guardians of children to provide advice on nutrition, child development, etc. According to reports from this center, some of the most commonly encountered problems relate to poor socio-economic conditions of the families where these children grow, the low level of education of parents, the lack of information on the social role in the development of children, the lack of information on the rights of children with disabilities, conflicts in the family environments, violence and abuse, immigration, etc. Part of the duties of the Center include the referral of cases to alternative services in the daycare centers, community mental health centers, and other centers providing disability services. Likewise, this center follows and refers cases that are submitted to the Medical Commission for Assessing Working Ability. During the period 2005-2008, this Center has designed and delivered training programs on child upbringing and education for counseling staff in 12 districts of the country. In Tiranë, there are 2 mental health centers which treat children with disabilities and mental health problems.

352. Persons with disabilities have the right to be informed on the rights and privileges to which they are entitled. Governmental and non-governmental institutions must create synergy and coordinate measures to increase public awareness through providing information which summarizes in a understandable language the rights, disability payments, re-imbursements, and services.

Standard of living (Article 27, paragraphs 1-3):  Recommendation 59. Improvement of living standards for children and provision of material assistance through the enactment of support schemes 

394. In respect of Article 27, paragraphs 1-3, Standard of Living, in an effort to implement recommendation 59 on provision of economic aid and support programs in accordance with Article 27 of the Convention, in accordance with Law No. 9355 dated 10.03.2005 "On Economic Aid and Social Services”, the target of economic aid are: 1) families without income or insufficient income; 2) parents with more than 2 children born simultaneously when they fall in the category of families in need. The ceiling of economic aid has been set at 2.5 times the level of basic unemployment benefit per beneficiary household.  Eligibility of economic assistance is based on family structure: (i) the head of household receives 95% of the baseline unemployment benefit; (ii) the elderly and disabled people receive 95% of the basic unemployment benefit; (iii) family members under working age, children, receive 25% of the household payment; and (iv) family members of working age receive 20% of the payment of the household head. Low income families are eligible for partial payment. 

395. The Sectoral Strategy on Social Protection is based on the priorities of the fight against poverty, improving the quality of life of groups in need, and empowering these groups to be mainstreamed in the country/local developments. 

Reformation of the scheme of economic assistance and other cash payments is based on the identification of the needs of poor families and on the basis of indicators of absolute poverty, with the purpose of ensuring the best coverage of needs for decent living standards for household, persons with disabilities, and other beneficiaries. In the field of social services, reform focuses on the establishment of community-based services to better address the needs of beneficiaries to support and assist the individual, family, group, or community to be self sufficient, independent, and participate in society as equal members. The purpose of the Sectoral Strategy on Social Protection is to provide a clear policy for reforming the payment system and social services, not only for groups in need, but also for the whole society. The main objectives of cash payments are: (i) per capita poverty reduction to 10% of the population until 2013, in accordance with the results of the LSMS ; (ii) improved targeting of beneficiaries from the economic assistance scheme and  better coverage of needs of poor families in accordance with the absolute poverty line as defined by the LSMS (iii) increased levels of the average economic aid amount; (iv) conditioned economic aid benefits with community work; (v) improved management of electricity subsidies; (vi) improved assessment of disabilities; and (vii) scaling payments for disabled persons in accordance with their situation and social conditions.

400. Mechanisms created to implement the rights of disabled persons, are: 

1) National Council on Disability Issues (established by Prime Minister’s Order No. 196, dated 12.12.2005);  2) Technical Disability Secretariat in the Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities (created by Prime Minister’s Order No. 40, dated 23.03.2006) is responsible for monitoring the progress towards strategy objectives by the relevant structures, collection of data in the field of disability, coordinating the work with contact points in line ministries, local government, and civil society; 3) Directorate of Equal Opportunity Policies in the MLSAEO; 4) Ministry coordinators; 5) State Social Service and the Regional Offices of the State Social Service; 6) Local Government Units. 

402. The National Center for Child Upbringing and Development (established by DCM No. 325 dated 23.06.2000) is under the subordination of the MH and was established as a diagnostic and treatment center for child development problems, as well as a training and research center about the upbringing and development of children with special needs. The center has a multidisciplinary staff, and identifies and treats disability in early childhood based on adequate clinical protocols.

446. The Curricula and Training Institute has developed support materials for teachers and parents with a view to ensuring all children’s inclusion in the education system. In 2008, in the framework of projects for the integration of disabled children in mainstream education, about 400 teachers in the preschool and 9-year compulsory education and 80 teachers of the Regional Educational Directorate in Shkodër received training. 

450. Among the objectives of NCS is "Improving school infrastructure and teaching materials" (objective 11). Under the project, "Improving school construction standards" the standardization of school maintenance criteria has been launched. MES budget for investment (rehabilitation, construction of new facilities, equipment) has increased to 4 billion leks in 2008 from 3.3 billion leks in 2007. There were built 72 new schools and an additional 413 schools were rehabilitated. Construction standards for disabled students have been established and their implementation has been launched. 

451. MES budget for teaching materials has increased from 260,000 million euros in 2007 to 380,000 million euros in 2008. The MES budget contains a separate line item for the purchase of teaching materials for kindergartens. In 2007, 38 elementary schools were equipped with science laboratories; with biology and chemistry laboratories 61 elementary schools, whereas computer labs are being supplied in the framework of the ICT master plan.


463. As part of the curricula reform, MES has designed new inclusive curricula in an effort to help teachers to be more receptive to students in need. So far, compulsory education curricula did not deal with inclusive concepts. Under the new curricula, children with special needs, due to their disabilities, are entitled to an individual education plan. This plan should be adapted to the specific needs of the child. MES has drafted regulations with regard to assessment of special needs of the child. These new procedures are being piloted in some all-inclusive schools. To date, the special education schools design individual plans for certain, but not all students, whereas in the mainstream schools this practice has been rare.

470. One of the objectives of the NCS with regard to the right to education reads: “Establishing a Quality Education System” (objective 9). Under this objective, a detailed analysis of the pre-schools education and compulsory education is foreseen to take place to assess among other things the inclusion of children with special needs. Albanian education is constantly changing and improving the quality of education, the transparency, efficiency, and governance towards gradual expansion of school autonomy. Currently the Institute of Curricula and Training is reviewing the curricular framework and the curricula of compulsory and secondary education.  To achieve this aim, various working groups have been established to: 1) Review of the theoretical basis of curricula of grades 1-12 and the teaching and learning process; 2) Review of standards of compulsory education. This year the curricula of the lower level of compulsory education is being reviewed; 3) Review of standards of general secondary education.

List of Issues
13. Please indicate the measures taken for deinstitutionalisation and reintegration of children with disabilities into community settings. Please also provide more specific information on the availability of early diagnosis and treatment of emotional and behavioural disorders referred to in paragraph 400 of the State party’s report and on the inclusion of children with disabilities in schools and kindergarten. Please also indicate the results achieved through the National Strategy for Disabled Persons launched in 2005 regarding the inclusion of children with disabilities into mainstream schools.

14. Please indicate whether the State party intends to increase the proportion of its GDP devoted to education. Please also provide information on the concrete measures taken to eliminate direct and opportunity costs which prevent many families from sending their children to school. Please also explain why one third of children with HIV/AID do not go to school and the measures taken to address this situation.

Part III

Data, statistics and other information, if available

17 With reference to children in care, please provide disaggregated data (by sex, age, reason for placement and type of care) for the years 2009, 2010 and 2011 on the number of children deprived of a family environment and taken into care and the average length of their stay in care.

18 Please indicate the number of children with disabilities identified in 2008, 2009 and 2010 (disaggregated by age, sex, type of disability, ethnic origin and geographic location) and the percentage of children with disabilities who have access to mainstream education.

19 Please provide data for 2008, 2009 and 2010 (disaggregated by age, sex, ethnic origin and geographic location) on the number of children who are: 

(a) Victims of domestic violence, specifying the number of children who had

access to protective measures, rehabilitation and social reintegration services; what legal

proceedings were brought against the perpetrators of such offences; and what the outcomes

of those proceedings were over the same period;

(b) Victims of economic exploitation, in particular the number of children subjected to the worst forms of child labour, the number of prosecutions for economic exploitation of children and the number of convictions;

(c) Living or working in the street in the State party, including those who are in social reintegration programmes.

ANNEX- Disability references in Treaty body Concluding Observations with respect to Albania 
Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee, 46th session, 2010, CEDAW/C/ALB/CO/3
Harmonization of national legislation 
18. The Committee notes the efforts to reconcile the newly enacted gender equality and anti-discrimination laws, legislation previously in force, as well as the Convention, especially addressing intersecting (multiple) forms of discrimination experienced by ethnic minority women, women with disabilities, rural women, or other disadvantaged groups of women, and the legal basis for imposing sanctions for acts of discrimination. 

19. The Committee recommends that the State party monitor the impact of the gender equality and anti-discrimination legislation, identify inconsistencies, and address them, as appropriate, with a view to ensure that its implementation is conducive towards effective elimination of discrimination against women, especially women belonging to disadvantaged groups, such as ethnic and linguistic minority women, women with disabilities, older women, women living in rural or remote areas, migrant women, women living with HIV/AIDS, and women discriminated against on the grounds of their sexual orientation and gender identity.
Temporary special measures 
22. In view of the fact that the legal basis for the introduction of temporary special measures in the former Law on Gender Equality of 2004 was never invoked, the Committee commends the State party for having introduced temporary special measures as foreseen in the Law on Gender Equality in Society of 2008 and in the Electoral Code in the form of quotas, as well as, albeit to a limited extent, in the field of vocational training for unemployed women belonging to the most disadvantaged groups of society. The Committee, however, is concerned about the different approach to gender quotas in provisions for the general election and the local elections and the differing sanctions for non-compliance with the provisions, and identifies the need for the State party for the introduction of further temporary special measures in order to achieve substantive (de facto) gender equality in all areas covered by the Convention. 

23. The Committee calls on the State party to strengthen the use of temporary special measures, in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention and the Committee’s general recommendation No. 25, in areas where women are underrepresented or disadvantaged, including through allocating additional resources where needed, in order to accelerate the achievement of substantive (de facto) gender equality in areas covered by the Convention, such as participation in political and public decision-making, including in the civil and diplomatic service, in the judiciary and the executive, and in the education and employment sectors. The Committee further recommends that temporary special measures be applied in order to ensure equality of women and men in accessing property, capital and credits, health care services, housing, and more generally all the components of an adequate standard of living, particularly in regard to women belonging to disadvantaged groups, including women and girls belonging to linguistic and ethnic minorities, older women, women with disabilities, and women living in rural and remote areas, as authorized by the comprehensive article 8 of the Law on Gender Equality in Society of 2008. The Committee requests the State party to include comprehensive information on the use of such temporary special measures in relation to various provisions of the Convention and their impact in its next periodic report.

Education 
30. The Committee commends the State party for the comprehensive reforms undertaken and the achievements made in the field of education, which reflect gender issues, for example in the training of teachers, and the review of school curricula and textbooks. The Committee, however, expresses a number of concerns in relation to the education of girls in rural or remote areas and girls belonging to linguistic or ethnic minorities. Such concerns relate to the high drop-out rate from schooling, especially on the secondary level, due to early marriages, traditional sex role stereotypes, lack of means of transportation, secondary costs of education, and involvement in economic activities, indicating poverty as a strong predictor. The Committee also expresses concerns about the lack of comprehensive data on the rate of enrolment of Roma women and girls as well as women and girls with disabilities on all levels of education, which is an impediment for the State party to assess their situation with a view to improving it. The Committee is also concerned about the low level of representation of women in senior management positions in education institutions on the primary, secondary, and tertiary levels. 

31. The Committee recommends that the State party continue raising awareness of the importance of education for the empowerment of women and take concrete comprehensive measures to overcome traditional attitudes and other obstacles to the education of girls and women. The Committee especially recommends intensifying efforts to promote access of girls and women living in rural or remote areas, including minority girls and women, to education and their retention in all levels of education. The Committee calls on the State party to enhance temporary special measures currently in place in the form of quotas, to ensure women’s representation in high level positions in universities and other educational institutions. It requests inclusion, in the next periodic report, of comprehensive data and information on the educational situation and opportunities of disabled women and girls as well as those belonging to ethnic and linguistic minorities, particularly Roma women and girls.

Ratification of other treaties 
48. The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments1 would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaty to which it is not yet a party, that is, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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