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THE PEOPLE’S ADVOCATE ASKS FOR EXPLANATIONS FROM THE OFFICIAL AUTHORITIES ABOUT THE SITUATION CREATED IN THE GREAT RING [ROAD]

The institution of the People’s Advocate has asked the authorities of ALUIZNI, the Road Authority and the Municipality of Tirana for clarifications about the situation created in the zone of Astir, on the occasion of the project of widening the Great Ring [Road].

A group of residents of the zone of Astir have submitted their complaint to the People’s Advocate, expressing their claim and their concern about the absence of information and official notification related to the project of widening the road segment in the zone of Astir as a part of the Great Ring [Road] of Tirana.

Concretely, they said that on 31.10.2018 and continuing, groups of workers from several state structures appeared at the residential objects of the above area and marked out with places where there will be an intervention in the framework of the widening of this segment of the Great Ring, but they did not give further clarifications about the project or official notifications about the intervention, the actions and the procedures that will be followed thereafter.

The residents also stress the fact that people who are economically poor live in this area, there are elderly persons, some of them receiving social assistance, as well as paraplegics who are ill, while they already face the danger of the destruction of their residences because of the works planned for the widerning of this road axis.

In an official communication before the media, it was made known several days ago that there will be an intervention in a very high number of residential objects or even service objects [i.e. buildings serving commercial purposes], but according to the residents, there has never been public consultation with the community of residents of this area, and there also still has not been clear information and official notification about the project that will be implementation, also including concrete data about it.

For the above reasons, the complainants have asked for the intervention of the institution of the People’s Advocate for an examination and verification of this question, for the purpose of protecting their lawgul rights and interests as effectively as possible, and also to guarantee due process of law.

In this context, because of the need for further scrutiny by our institution of this issue, it becomes necessary for the authorities to give explanations in connection with the claims of those who are complaining.

We base this request for explanations on point 4 of article 63 of the Constitution of the Republic of Albania, where it is expressly stated that “Public bodies and functionaries are obliged to submit to the People’s Advocate all documents and information requested by him” as well as letter b of article 19 of law no. 8454 dated 04.02.1999 “On the People’s Advocate”, amended where it is respectively said expressly that “In cases when he decides to carry out independent investigations, the People’s Advocate has the right: b) “to ask for explanations from every organ of the central and local administration as well as to take any file or material that has a connection to the investigation”.

The time period for the giving of the information provided by this article is 10 days from the day of registration of the respective request”.

The [People’s] Advocate has asked the authorities to make available to it information that is as concrete and all-inclusive as possible, as well as the legal documentation that is related to the issue set out above, for the purpose of the most rapid identification of the problem presented. The institution of the People’s Advocate has stressed continually that transparency in decision-making and in the activity of the bodies of the state administration constitutes an essential condition of good governance and of the rule of law. The state administration does not have the duty only to exercise administrative state responsibility but also to guarantee the rights of the citizens. Exactly because there have been more than a few cases of the infringement of the right of property [lit. ownership] in the framework of realization of structural [i.e. infrastructure] projects, the People’s Advocate has drafted and delivered to the Assembly a special report about the case of the expropriations done in the area of Shkoza in the framework of an infrastructure project, bringing out the respective problem areas.

The institution of the People’s Advocate, as a body that guarantees and promotes the application of the highest standards of human rights, asks all the state organs but also the citizens to exercise their rights and responsibilities conscientiously.
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