Submission to the United Nations Committee Against Torture 


for the 83rd Session of the Committee against Torture (10-28 November 2025)

by the Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy (BIRD)

on 

Compliance with the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment: The involvement of the Bahrain Ministry of Interior and the Minister of Interior in the continued use of torture and other inhuman, cruel and degrading treatment and punishment in Bahrain. 










Date of submission: 13 October 2025


Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy (BIRD) is a UK-based non-profit and non-governmental organisation established in 2013 that investigates human rights abuses in Bahrain, exposes them to the world, and advocates for an end to abuse and accountability in the country. BIRD is independent and apolitical with a mission to promote human rights, effective accountability, and democratic reform in Bahrain. BIRD regularly communicates with Special Rapporteurs at the United Nations, including the Special Rapporteur on Torture, the secretariat of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the High Commissioner for Human Rights.


Executive Summary

1. This submission provides information on the use of torture in Bahrain and the individuals and bodies involved in torture practices. Since Bahrain’s last review by the UNCAT during its 60th session in 2017, BIRD has documented cases of persons who have experienced torture in Bahrain and the involvement of Bahrain’s Ministry of Interior, National Security Agency (NSA),[footnoteRef:1] and the Minister of Interior in particular, in relation to torture and other inhuman, cruel and degrading treatment and punishment. [1:  Now known as the National Intelligence Agency (NIA). ] 


2. BIRD has continued to monitor the situation on the ground particularly as it concerns the use of torture against detainees and prisoners. Through our monitoring, we continue to receive allegations of torture, indicating that torture remains widespread, systematic, and sanctioned by state bodies, including the Ministry of Interior. The evidence highlights the systemic nature of torture practices and the lack of any adequate remedies to address torture in Bahrain. 

3. Whilst there are some very limited internal complaint mechanisms available for individuals to submit complaints about torture, these mechanisms are, put simply, inadequate. The persistence of torture for well over a decade illustrates the ineffectiveness of these mechanisms. As a result, victims of torture must rely on external accountability mechanisms, such as the UN complaints system, to seek basic acknowledgement for acts of torture. BIRD is not aware of any recent case of redress (legal or otherwise) obtained by any victim of torture in Bahrain despite the widespread accounts of torture in the country. 

4. There have been numerous investigations over the past two decades into the use of torture in Bahrain and hundreds of recent accounts confirming its ongoing use, particularly against political activists and protesters.  The accounts referred to in this report are therefore non-exhaustive, and their inclusion in this report follows an assessment of the risks to the individuals.

5. Prisons and all other detention centres and police stations in Bahrain are under the command responsibility of the Minister. While individuals have been known to be detained in police stations prior to judicial sentence, the central pretrial detention centre in Bahrain is Dry Docks Detention Centre. The central, and largest, prison in Bahrain is Jau Prison. The Minister has not allowed any recent independent inspections of prisons that is able to publish its findings.  As an example, there have been outstanding requests to visit Bahrain by the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture since 2011, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention since 2017, and the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions since 2021.

6. Bahrain’s National Security Agency functions as an investigative authority that closely collaborates with Bahrain’s Ministry of Interior (MOI) on matters of national security and law enforcement. Although the NSA is not formally part of the MOI, many witnesses that BIRD interviewed in 2017 reported that they were tortured by NSA agents at the Muharraq Security Complex and Royal Academy of Policing (RAP), which BIRD understands is under the jurisdiction of the MOI. 

Evidence of Torture: Investigations by BIRD  

Torture of women prisoners in Bahrain – September 2019

7. In 2019, BIRD and ADHRB led a joint investigation titled “Breaking the Silence: Bahraini Women Political Prisoners Expose Systemic Abuses,” conducting interviews with 10 prisoners, their families, and lawyers over a two-year period from 2017.  The investigations focused on the experience of women during MOI detention and imprisonment.  The witnesses were consistent in saying that MOI police tortured and mistreated them during detention.  Some witnesses identified that they were tortured by NSA agents. They identified a wide range of torture techniques employed by MOI police that included beatings, sexual assault, banging heads on walls, forced standing, being forced into painful physical positions, prolonged solitary confinement, and threats of rape.  They said that torture happened during arrest, criminal interrogation, and subsequent detention. Two witnesses said that NSA officers sexually abused them at the Muharraq Security Complex. On 11 September 2019, BIRD and ADHRB published a report about the investigation.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Americans for Democracy and Human Rights in Bahrain (ADHRB) and BIRD, Breaking the Silence: Bahraini Women Political Prisoners Expose Systemic Abuse, September 2019, https://birdbh.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/BIRD-ADHRB_BreakingTheSilence.pdf. ] 


Torture at Royal Academy of Policing (RAP) – February 2020

8. In 2020, BIRD investigated the MOI use of torture at the Royal Academy of Policing (“RAP”). RAP is under the sole jurisdiction and command responsibility of the MOI. As part of the investigation, BIRD reviewed handwritten witness accounts of 10 Bahraini detainees who were held for interrogation and tortured by MOI police at RAP between 2016-2020.  The witnesses wrote that they were tortured by police officers at RAP and forced to give false confessions.  The witnesses described torture practices that involved kicks, slaps, punches, threats and insults, prolonged standing, electrocution, sexual assault, being stripped naked and sodomy.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  BIRD, University of Huddersfield Master’s Course Taught at Bahraini ‘Torture Hub’, 12 February 2020, https://birdbh.org/2020/02/university-of-huddersfield-masters-course-taught-at-bahraini-torture-hub/. ] 


Abuses against children – March 2021

9. In March 2021, BIRD conducted a joint investigation with Human Rights Watch into the cases of Bahraini children who were arrested by the MOI police in February 2021 on protest-related cases and beaten by the Bahraini police and threatened with rape and electric shocks.[footnoteRef:4]   The report stated: [4:  HRW and BIRD, Bahrain: Police Beat, Threaten Children - Parents, Lawyers Barred from Interrogations, Hearings, 10 March 2021, https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/10/bahrain-police-beat-threaten-children.] 

“Most of the children’s cases involved abuses or due process violations at the Hamad Town police station. Five children, arrested on February 14 and 15, said that police from the station beat, insulted, and threatened them with electric shocks from a car battery. An officer hit a 13-year-old on his head and threatened to rape him, give him electric shocks, and beat his genitals, and repeated the rape threat even after his father was allowed to join him, his father said.”

10. On 7 June 2021, BIRD and HRW sent a letter addressed to (then) UK ministers James Cleverly and Lord Ahmad, outlining the serious allegations of torture, medical neglect, and due process violations against detained children by Bahraini authorities and the UK Government’s responses to these issues.[footnoteRef:5]    The letter stated: [5:  HRW and BIRD, Letter re: UK Response to Abuses against Children by Bahrain Authorities, 7 June 2021, https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/06/07/letter-re-uk-response-abuses-against-children-bahrain-authorities.  ] 

“Human Rights Watch and the Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy (BIRD) have interviewed 14 children who were abused during interrogation and in detention, and who were denied their due process and fair trial rights. Our news release published on March 10, 2021, described abuse of nine children who had been interrogated and released, whom we did not name for their safety, and abuse of Sayed Hasan Ameen, who remained in detention. We named him because his family was desperately concerned for his health in detention due to serious pre-existing medical complications from sickle cell anemia. Today we are publishing a news release documenting that the Bahraini authorities have failed to credibly investigate abuses against the detained boys, including Ameen."  

Torture and death penalty – July 2021

11. On 13 July 2021, BIRD and the charity, Reprieve, published a joint-investigation report about torture and the use of the death penalty in Bahrain.[footnoteRef:6]  The report relied on data accumulated between 2011 and 2021 about torture and the death penalty in Bahrain, including direct witness evidence from prisoners sentenced to death.  BIRD and Reprieve concluded that torture was endemic in Bahrain particularly in terrorism-related death penalty cases. The data showed: [6:  Reprieve and BIRD, Bahrain’s Death Row: A System Built on Torture (23 July 2021) https://birdbh.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Reprieve_BahrainDeathPenalty_23.07.2021_.pdf.] 

“83% of the men executed in Bahrain since 2011 were convicted of terrorism charges. 100% of these individuals alleged torture. Of the 51 people sentenced to death in Bahrain since 2011, at least 31 of them (61%) were convicted on ‘terrorism-related’ charges.  Of these, 20 (65%) allege torture.  12 of the 26 people (46%) facing imminent execution in Bahrain were convicted of terrorism-related offences.  92% of them (11 out of 12) allege torture by the Bahraini authorities, and of these, at least 3 (27%) allege that they were convicted on the basis of a false torture ‘confession’.  International experts have criticised Bahrain’s counter-terrorism legislation and practices as not complying with international law.  Judges overseeing death penalty cases admit and rely on torture evidence”[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  Reprieve and BIRD, 23 July 2021, pg. 3.] 


Torture of death row inmates – October 2022

12. In October 2022, BIRD and Human Rights Watch published a report finding that, in case after case, confessions coerced through torture and ill treatment were used to sentence individuals to death.[footnoteRef:8]  The report states: [8:  HRW and BIRD, “The Court is Satisfied with the Confession”: Bahrain Death Sentences Follow Torture, Sham Trials, 10 October 2022, https://www.hrw.org/report/2022/10/10/court-satisfied-confession/bahrain-death-sentences-follow-torture-sham-trials. 
] 

"The systematic nature of these serious violations is underscored by other commonalities found among the cases. First, much of the torture and ill-treatment described in this report was alleged to have occurred in two locations – the Criminal Investigation Directorate of the Ministry of Interior, which is housed in a compound in the Adliya district of Manama, and the Royal Academy of Policing, located adjacent to Bahrain’s Jau Prison. There also are substantial similarities in the forms of torture and ill-treatment described by the eight defendants. All claimed that officers beat them using fists. Seven stated that officers specifically targeted their genitals with punches, kicks or electric shocks. Four described sleep deprivation and threats made to harm their family members, including threats of rape. And several said officers had suspended them in the air."

Unfair trial and torture claims – December 2024

13. On 6 December 2023, BIRD and HRW published a joint investigation into an unfair mass trial marred with due process violations and torture allegations after a Bahraini convicted 13 individuals on charges dating back to an incident in April 2021 when prisoners who provided evidence that they were tortured at Jau Prison were instead prosecuted and convicted.[footnoteRef:9]  The report found that: [9:  HRW and BIRD, Bahrain: 13 People Convicted in Unfair Mass Trial: Court Failed to Properly Investigate Defendants’ Torture Claims, 6 December 2023, https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/12/06/bahrain-13-people-convicted-unfair-mass-trial. 
] 

“The majority of prisoners charged in the trial detailed abuses during an April 17 transfer to another prison building, known as Building 15. In the court documents, several testified that an officer repeatedly used metal objects, including a pepper spray canister and a wheel wrench, to beat them. One prisoner, Yousif Ahmed Abdullah, said that one officer hit him on the head 16 times, resulting in severe head injuries that the authorities failed to treat. Medical reports submitted to the court by physicians from the Public Prosecution Office were consistent with Abdullah’s account of his injuries.
Prisoners were then held incommunicado for 19 days in Building 15, and were further abused, including the denial of medical treatment, according to court testimonies.”


Witness Evidence of Torture 

Evidence from 2017

14. Between 2017-2021, BIRD conducted telephone interviews with five Bahraini activists who described being detained and tortured in 2017.[footnoteRef:10] The following is a summary of the experiences shared by each witness which accounts indicate patterns of abuse and torture committed under the authority of MOI:  [10:  The identity of the witnesses is not disclosed at this stage because it could place them at risk. BIRD has access to witness statements but since they have identifying details, they are not enclosed with this report.   
] 


Witness A

15. Witness A was arrested in November 2017. According to the witness, officers took him to the MOI General Directorate of Criminal Investigation and Forensic Science (“CID”) headquarters, which is a specialised division within the MOI, in the area of Adliya and held them there from midday until about midnight.  

16. For the first five to six days, Witness A was detained and prevented from having any contact with the outside. They transferred him to Building 15 of Jau Prison, where he was kept for 5 to 6 days. He was later taken back to the CID where he was interrogated and severely tortured. Witness A was stripped of his clothes, beaten, deprived from sleeping and subjected to electric shocks on his chest and genitals.

17. Witness A told BIRD: “from that point they attempted to rape me, to harass me. They attempted to remove all my clothes and the [attempted] rape and the torture started from that day. Up to the last day the torture continued. It was for a whole day or for two days I was prevented from sleeping during ongoing interrogations”. 

18. Witness A stated that following the initial interrogation, the MOI officers entered his home, searched his flat and threatened his family, following which, the witness was taken to the Royal Academy of Policing for further investigation. The officers attempted to threaten the witness to extract a confession.

19. Witness A was only allowed two or three hours sleep for around one month and was routinely interrogated. According to his statement, this treatment left Witness A mentally exhausted and prepared to make a false confession.  

20. Throughout the arrest and interrogations, Witness A was not allowed legal representation.  The witness first met a lawyer at the courtroom, four months after the initial detention. However, the lawyer was not allowed to visit them for seven or eight months thereafter.

21. In April 2018, Witness A complained to the Office of the MOI Ombudsman and the Special Investigation Unit in Bahrain about his experiences of torture. Witness A said he was interviewed in relation to the complaint, but this did not lead to any action nor remedy. Notably, in May 2017, the UN Committee Against Torture held that both the Ombudsman and the SIU are “not effective given that complaints ultimately pass through the Ministry of the Interior.”[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  CAT/C/BHR/CO/2-3, 29 May 2027, para. 28.] 


22. He was sentenced to death due to the false confession he had signed under duress. Although attempts to appeal were made, the Court of Cassation upheld the judgment and death sentence. He is currently held in Jau Prison and remains at risk of imminent execution.

Witness B:

23. In 2017, Witness B was summoned, detained, and tortured by police officers at the Muharraq Security Complex under the MOI’s jurisdiction where the NSA was located. From 2 August 2017, Witness B was detained and tortured three times by the NSA.  

24. No clear or official explanation for the interrogation was provided to Witness B by the Bahraini authorities. Witness B stated that he believes the detention was due to a series of social media posts in 2017 concerning the Foreign & Commonwealth Office’s Human Rights and Democracy Report. 

25. Witness B was interrogated on two separate occasions.  Both times, he was taken blindfolded into a room and asked questions by officers about his family and work.  Witness B and his family members were threatened with rape and torture. In addition, he was beaten and sexually abused – specifically, he was touched and kicked by interrogators on his genitalia. On the second occasion, Witness B was questioned about his loyalty to the King and accused of receiving money from entities and organisations abroad. He maintained that these accusations were false.

26. Interrogating officers tried to extract a false confession from Witness B by humiliating and threatening to rape him. According to Witness B, the officers threatened to sexually abuse or rape him with a bottle and electrocute him or to urinate on him. The officers also threatened to bring members of his family and strip them if he did not confess. Witness B also stated that this reflects the ongoing use of torture to extract confessions in order to secure criminal convictions.

27. The interrogators told Witness B that they had tortured other political activist detainees and threatened to do the same to him. The names listed by the interrogators were detainees known to have been tortured around the same time as Witness B.

Witness C

28. Witness C endured psychological and physical torture during her five days of interrogation in Muharraq Security Complex which operated under MOI jurisdiction between 23 and 27 April 2017.

29. She was questioned over her son’s activities. The NSA officers threatened her and her family, accused her of being part of a terrorist organisation and refused to provide her with any legal representation despite multiple requests.

30. During the following days of interrogation at the police station, Witness C was tortured, beaten, sexually assaulted, and coerced into signing an interrogation note to end the torture.  This involved providing false confessions about people with whom she had no relationship or knowledge. The officers tried to suffocate the witnesses with her hijab and attempted to strip her naked.  According to the witness, one officer “entered his hand from behind, under my clothes.  This was from behind.  On my chest, it was over the clothes.”

31. Bahrain’s MOI Ombudsman referred a complaint to the General Inspector’s Office - that investigates complaints against NSA officials - regarding Witness C. The letter of complaint stated “that during the period between 23rd and 27th of April 2017, four months before the date of presenting the complaint, she had been maltreated and threatened of physical abuse during her summon by NSA.” In response to a request for investigation by Human Rights Watch and other NGOs, the General Inspector’s Office dismissed the complaint, concluding that “the whole story must have been just baseless talk unsupported by evidence.”

Witness D

32. In March 2017, Witness D was arrested and detained by MOI police and was then taken to the Royal Academy of Policing (“RAP”) which is under the sole jurisdiction and command responsibility of the MOI.

33. During their detention at RAP, the witness was stripped naked by eight MOI police officers, sexually abused and tortured.  Sexual abuse included interrogation while naked, touching, and being threatened with sexual assault.  The witness stated that: “In the CID (Criminal Investigations Directorate) [at the RAP], they stripped me, removed my trousers. They said they will sexually assault me. They said they will put something in me.  They stripped me.  They hit me, punched me in the stomach”. 


34. Witness D was not allowed to sleep for the first two days at RAP. Witness D was not allowed to speak with a lawyer at any point before or during their interrogation. The witness was threatened with further interrogation if they did not confess.

Witness E

35. In May 2017, Witness E was interrogated by the NSA on two occasions. The NSA summoned her to appear at the Muharraq Security Complex under the MOI’s jurisdiction for questioning.  During the period of the first summons the witness asked to bring a lawyer with them into the interrogation, but the officers refused.

36. The witness was taken into a dark room, where five NSA agents were present.  Witness E was held down and beaten by the agents: “I was beaten for around half an hour by the agents, who stroked me on the face and body and forced my legs apart in order to kick me in the genitals.  They grabbed my hands in a way where I could not defend myself.  They would focus on hitting my ears.”

37. Witness E was later taken into a smaller room, where she was interrogated for several hours. The witness stated: “[During the interrogation] I was stripped down to my underwear and, at several points, threatened with rape. I was also given electrical shocks and repeatedly insulted.”
	 
38. The agents also attempted to force the witness to disclose information about opposition activists. On 31 May 2017, in a report published by Amnesty International, Witness E said: “They beat me on my nose and they kicked me in the stomach, knowing that I had undergone surgery on my nose and that I was suffering from my colon. I could hear an electric device next to me, which was to scare me. I was made to stand up for most of the time, except for ten minutes when they wanted to eat something. I fainted twice and was woken up with cold water thrown on me. They sat me on a chair only for a few seconds while still interrogating me. I was threatened that they would harm my family and that they would bring my husband and torture and electrocute him. The men told me ‘no one can protect you’. They took away my humanity, I was weak prey to them.”

39. On 4 July 2017, the UN Special Rapporteurs on the situation of human rights defenders and torture wrote to the Kingdom of Bahrain regarding this incident. 

40. During the second interrogation, Witness E was taken to the same room in Muharraq Security Complex, but only one of the five previous officers were present.  One of the officers presented himself courteously and said that during the previous summons “some things happened to you which should not happen.”  The officer told the witness to cooperate with them so that “this does not happen again”.   The officer threatened and attempted to bribe Witness E with a governmental position to coerce information; however, she refused and was allowed to leave.

41. Witness E filed a complaint with the MOI Ombudsman, NSA Ombudsman, National Institution for Human Rights (NIHR) and the SIU; however, her complaints were not resolved, raising concerns over its independence. Notably, in May 2017, the UN Committee Against Torture held that both the Ombudsman and the SIU are “not effective given that complaints ultimately pass through the Ministry of the Interior.” 

42. In 2019 Witness E was seen by a member of the Irish Centre for the Care of Survivors of Torture, who conducted an assessment and drafted a medico legal report. The doctor concluded that Witness E “who describes experiences of intimidation, threats, interrogation, detention, physical and sexual assault at the hands of the state police over a period of approximately six years. [Their] physical examination is consistent with [their] account of events (IP187(b)) and [their] psychological assessment demonstrates profound symptoms of anxiety and depression (IP242 IP251 IP259 (0X)) and features supportive of a diagnosis of Post-Traumatic Stress disorder (ICD11, IP252). The psychological findings are consistent with the alleged report of torture. The findings are typical reactions to extreme stress within [their] social and cultural context. [Witness E] has the coexisting stressors of [their] concerns for her family's safety and the uncertainty of the future when [they] return to Bahrain (IP287 (0X) & (w)) (IP242)”.

Witness accounts of torture in 2021 at Jau Prison
	
43. In response to reports of protests by prisoners on 17 April 2021 at Jau Prison and subsequent concerns of torture and mistreatment, BIRD spoke with family members to arrange telephone interviews with victims and record them. The following five witnesses gave first-hand testimonies describing their experiences of torture at Jau Prison by MOI prison guards and officers, including from the special riot police forces:  

Witness F

44. Witness F described being tortured and beaten by prison guards repeatedly with batons, shoes, and a metal rod.  He sustained injuries to his head, back, nose and eyes from the beatings.  Witness F was not given adequate medical treatment.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Witness F was interviewed over the telephone on 5 May 2021.  At the time of the interview, he was still a prisoner at Jau Prison and so the call time was limited.] 


45. On their injuries, the witness said “[MOI prison guards] did not take us to the clinic.  Nothing.  They beat us and left our injuries to heal on its own.” The witness said that he was “handcuffed for a week” and that “For 9 days, they [prison guards] did not bring us any personal hygiene products.”  He also said that for the “First two days, there were no bed mattresses, no air conditioning, no clothes, no pillows.”

46. The witness shared a similar testimony to Bahrain’s Public Prosecution. According to the examination conducted by Public Prosecution Directorate of Forensic Science Evidence, reported on 4 May 2021, Witness F sustained a “fully formed healing lesion in a dull colour on the front of the rights side of his head, about 2.5 cm [...] light brown bruise under his right forearm, about 1x1 cm.”

Witness G

47. 	Witness G said he was beaten by MOI prison guards and officers on his back, head, and hands on 17 April 2021 and that they received injuries from the torture.[footnoteRef:13] The witness described being handcuffed for 10 days: “you eat, pray, go to the bathroom with the cuffs.  Everything with the cuffs, sleeping, eating, bathroom, everything with the cuffs on.  They did not take the cuffs off.  First day, I go to the bathroom and come out bleeding”. During the ten days, the witness said that he was denied access to soap and other hygiene products and stated that "we did not change our clothes nor took a shower.” [13:  Witness G was interviewed over the telephone on 5 May 2021.  At the time of the interview, he was a prisoner at Jau Prison, and the call was limited in time.] 


Witness H

48. Witness H said he was beaten repeatedly at Jau Prison on or around 17 April 2021.[footnoteRef:14]  The witness was taken to the Office of the Public Prosecution, who pressed charges against him and that he was handcuffed for approximately one week. Witness H said, “No bed mattresses, no blankets, we were sleeping on the metal frames with no air conditioning”.  [14:  Witness H was interviewed over the telephone on 5 May 2021.  At the time of the interview, the witness was a prisoner at Jau Prison and their call time was limited while in detention.] 


49. Witness H claims to have seen the MOI officers beating Witness I: “Poor [Witness I], he got hit on his eyes and he passed out.  They took him to the military hospital and they brought him back”. The witness gave a similar account to Bahrain’s Public Prosecution.

Witness I

50. Witness I said he was beaten unconscious by MOI prison guards and officers on 17 April 2021.[footnoteRef:15] The witness explained that he sustained a fracture above his eye which required hospitalisation and that he has continued to suffer from “foggy” vision since the attack.  [15:  Witness I was interviewed over the telephone on 5 May 2021.  At the time of the interview, Witness I was a prisoner at Jau Prison and call time was limited while in detention.] 


51. Although the MOI prison guards permitted doctors to apply bandages at the military hospital [Bahrain Defence Force Hospital], they prevented treatment for the witness’s injuries.  They also refused to provide medication as prescribed by the doctor. 

52. Upon his return from the military hospital, Witness I was placed in solitary confinement for eight or nine days and was not provided with mattresses, sheets, or air conditioning for the first two to three days.  The witness’s request to call his family was refused by Jau Prison guards until 5 May 2021.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Witness I shared a similar account in his testimony to Bahrain’s Public Prosecution. In addition, the account is supported by other testimonies shared with the Public Prosecution.] 

53. 	According to an examination conducted by the Public Prosecution Directorate of Forensic Science Evidence, reported on 26 April 2021, Witness I had “bruises on the left eye, abrasion mark against the pelvic bone as a result of friction with a rough object”.

Witness J

54. Witness J and his 10 cellmates were confined to their four by five metre cell at Jau Prison for 18 days with no communication with the outside world, no exposure to sunlight, and no healthcare.[footnoteRef:17] He described the events beginning 31 March 2021: [17:  Witness J, who was also a prisoner at Jau Prison at the time, was interviewed over the telephone on 9 May 2021.] 


55. On 17 April 2021, MOI officers raided his cell and launched sound grenades and tear gas into the cell and beat prisoners with batons. The witness told BIRD: “we heard the screams of those they beat outside”. He was picked up by MOI officers and thrown on the ground, landing on his face. He was beaten by them on his face and head. One officer put a shoe in his mouth while another stood on his head and kicked him in his genitals. 

56. Witness J, along with his cellmates, were removed from the building and transported on a bus to another building in Jau Prison, during which they were constantly beaten. The witness was restrained and handcuffed for 48 hours. Following the events, Witness J was given only one meal and no treatment for his injuries. He was not given clean clothes or hygiene products and remained in bloodstained clothes, and “the cell was extremely cold with no mattress, no bed sheets and no pillow”.  

57. According to the witness, he sustained “bruises, swelling left eye, blood inside my eye. My eye could not be seen because of the amount of blood. And a cut on the nose.  I was suffering from severe back pain, my left-hand swelling, and I could not feel my right hand because of the tight handcuffs”.[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  Witness J made a similar statement in his testimony to the Public Prosecution.] 


58. According to the examination conducted by the Public Prosecution Directorate of Forensic Science Evidence, reported on 29 April 2021: “he complain[ed] of pain in his left forearm and his left forearm has a round bruise in cm diameter [...] found bruising effect on the rights wrist (which we determined was caused by handcuffs)” and “our findings reveal the presence of bruises on his back which happened as a result of collision with a solid object [and] effects of the handcuffs on his left wrist”.

UN Communications and Reports Raising Concerns on the Use of Torture

59. In November 2018, UN Human Rights Committee published its concluding observations on Bahrain’s initial report on implementing the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (“ICCPR”),  which stated:
“The Committee is concerned about reports that acts of torture and ill‑treatment are often committed by law enforcement officials, including as a means of eliciting confessions, that, despite the prohibition in domestic law, confessions obtained under duress have been used as evidence in court and that allegations made by defendants in this respect have not been adequately investigated. The Committee is also concerned about reports of torture in prisons, particularly in the Jau prison. It notes with concern the lack of information on investigations carried out and convictions handed down vis-à-vis the number of complaints of torture and ill-treatment (arts. 2, 6, 7 and 14).”[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations on the initial report of Bahrain (CCPR/C/BHR/CO/1), 15 November 2018
https://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=6TRBB%2BCe8gZT%2Bv9rfA3BKxWJ71mSKWCEGh6fFkhhb8HKXaqWWfmYd6dZt%2BP9ys%2B54ZkuLYnqEPUGxQ5dL3fk7g%3D%3D. ] 

60. In February 2019, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child[footnoteRef:20] published its concluding observations to the combined fourth to sixth periodic reports of Bahrain, which concluded that:  [20:  Bahrain ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child on 13 February 1992 and it came into force in March 1992
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=13&Lang=en. ] 

“While the Committee welcomes the establishment of a special investigation unit in 2012 to investigate allegations of torture, it remains deeply concerned at the arbitrary detention of children, reports of the ill-treatment of children by police and in detention centres, including through the use of tear gas during the riot in Jau prison in 2015, and the alleged use of torture by law enforcement officials to elicit confessions from children in detention.”[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC), Concluding observations on the combined fourth to sixth periodic reports of Bahrain (CRC/C/BHR/CO/4-6), 27 February 2019
https://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=af8ckAALwZQDGx0BKOX1lm0XELeTXOANyey1mJYKCAVu3Nl1vTtrBFPIm%2FZoDnPZ%2FvfG4TDXHBOIo5LxcPWggg%3D%3D.] 

61. During Bahrain’s Fourth Universal Periodic Review (held between November 2022 and March 2023), multiple member states of the UN Human Rights Council recommended that Bahrain investigate allegations of torture and ill-treatment, particularly in the context of extracting confessions during criminal investigations.[footnoteRef:22] They also urged Bahrain to “extend a standing invitation to all special procedures, as soon as possible, including to the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.“ This request has not been implemented by Bahrain as of the date of this expert report.  [22:  United Nations Human Rights Council, Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review: Bahrain (A/HRC/52/4), 11 January 2023, https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/52/4.  ] 


62. The United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (“WGAD”) has adopted several opinions that highlight the torture and ill-treatment of Bahraini nationals, many of whom were subjected to arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearance, and coerced confessions by Bahraini authorities. In the most recent opinion, published on 24 October 2024, and concerning four Bahraini citizens who remain arbitrarily detained, WGAD stated that:
“The present case is one of a string of cases brought before the Working Group in recent years concerning arbitrary deprivation of liberty in Bahrain. The Working Group notes that many of the cases involving Bahrain follow a familiar pattern of arrest without a warrant or reasons being given; pretrial detention with limited access to judicial review, and denial of access to lawyers; forced confession; forced disappearances; prosecution under vaguely worded criminal offences for the peaceful exercise of human rights; trial by courts lacking in independence; torture and ill-treatment; and denial of medical care. The Working Group recalls that, under certain circumstances, widespread or systematic imprisonment or other severe deprivation of liberty in violation of the rules of international law may constitute crimes against humanity.”
63. The UN Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment has also similarly issued communications to the Government of Bahrain regarding allegations of torture and ill-treatment that underscore a consistent failure by authorities to investigate, prosecute, or prevent abuses that include physical torture such as beatings on “the head and body particularly targeting “sensitive organs”” and “electric shocks” to coerce confessions.[footnoteRef:23] On 8 May 2024, six UN experts sent an allegation letter to Bahrain[footnoteRef:24] about the arrest, ill-treatment and detention of Sayed Hashem Alwadaei which stated: [23:  Special Procedures, AL BHR 2/2020, 2 March 2020
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25071. ]  [24:  Special Procedures, AL BHR 1/2024, 8 May 2024
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=28976.  ] 

“During his transfer in the police vehicle [on 22 February 2024], Mr. al-Wadaei was allegedly subjected to physical and verbal abuse [...] He was slapped in the face, punched in the stomach and verbally abused, with an officer cursing him and his mother and pulling him by the hair. He was on the bus for about four hours, and each time officers raided more houses and arrested more individuals, he was also beaten. He remained blindfolded the entire time.
At about 6 a.m., he was taken to al-Qalaa, where his blindfold was removed. and he was reportedly beaten again. Following a medical check at al-Qalaa, he was transferred to the Central Investigation Department (CID) in Adliyya.”
64. On 12 August 2024, three UN experts sent an urgent appeal to Bahrain[footnoteRef:25] regarding collective punishment and ill-treatment by Jau Prison administration of political prisoners who were on strike. The strike had been ongoing since the death of a political prisoner in Jau Prison on 26 March 2024 and the allegations drew on eyewitness testimonies and victims’ accounts I received. The UN experts also said in a press release on 15 August 2024: [25:  Special Procedures, UA BHR 4/2024, 12 August 2024
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=29261. ] 

“We have received worrying allegations that since March 2024, in response to protests by prisoners for better conditions, detainees held in some buildings of the prison are often being denied required medical care and do not have regular access to adequate food and safe drinking water. [...]
Particularly worrying are allegations that authorities have cut air conditioning, exposing prisoners to extreme heat, with temperatures arising to 50°C. [...]
Such conditions of detention – individually or by cumulation – imply obligations to prevent torture and/or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and could prove fatal for some detainees”.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Special Procedures, Bahrain must restore rights at Jau Prison amid prisoner protests, say experts, 15 August 2024, https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/08/bahrain-must-restore-rights-jau-prison-amid-prisoner-protests-say-experts. ] 

65. In December 2024, further protests took place at Jau prison following the death of a prisoner, Husain Aman. BIRD received reports from family members of detained persons that MOI officials responded to demonstrations with violent retaliation, using excessive force including collective punishment to force political prisoners to end their strike.[footnoteRef:27] Security forces reportedly used sound grenades, tear gas and pepper spray, directly targeting the faces of the prisoners; prisoners were then held incommunicado and subjected to further abuses such as prolonged confinement in their cells while handcuffed and denial of basic hygiene and medical care as forms of disciplinary punishment.[footnoteRef:28] [27:  Sayed Ahmed Alwadaei (@SAlwadaei) via X, 25 December 2024
https://x.com/SAlwadaei/status/1871942139279548803. ]  [28:  BIRD, Royal pardon for 896 inmates on Bahrain’s National Day excludes political prisoners, 15 December 2024, https://birdbh.org/2024/12/royal-pardon-for-896-inmates-on-bahrains-national-day-excludes-political-prisoners/. ] 

Conclusion 

66. Notwithstanding the existence of internal complaint mechanisms and oversight bodies such as the Ombudsman, these procedures have proven ineffective and have operated in a limited manner. The prevalent use of torture in the country, a decade past the establishment of these institutions, indicates that they have been ineffective and victims of torture in Bahrain have no effective access to justice or means of accountability.

67. We respectfully urge the Committee to call on the Bahraini government to:

a. Grant full access to UN Special Procedures, including by issuing a standing invitation and immediately allowing the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment to visit Bahrain, conduct an independent investigation, and report publicly on findings.

b. Establish an independent, impartial, and transparent commission of inquiry - with international and national experts - to investigate all allegations of torture and ill-treatment since 2011 to the present, ensuring that:
i. the findings are made public,
ii. victims and their families have their suffering formally acknowledged, and
iii. victims are provided with full reparation, including restitution, rehabilitation, satisfaction, and guarantees of non-recurrence, in line with UN General Assembly resolution 60/147.

c. Ensure the immediate and unconditional release of all individuals arbitrarily detained following torture-tainted convictions, and take steps to quash convictions based on coerced confessions.

d. Guarantee effective access to justice for victims of torture, including through independent investigations, prosecutions of perpetrators - including those with command responsibility - and access to effective remedies.

e. Reform existing oversight bodies, including the Ombudsman and the Special Investigation Unit, to ensure their independence, effectiveness, and compliance with international standards, or replace them with fully independent mechanisms.


