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[1] Background
	For about 30 years, there has been a high incidence of parental child abduction in various parts of Japan, where one parent moves in with the biological child before the divorce without the consent of the other parent.
	Japan maintains, under the civil code, a system of sole custody in which only one of the spouses is able to have custody of the child after the divorce.  For this reason, one parent may try to have exclusive custody of the child prior to the divorce, and parental child abduction occurs.
	Japan had ratified the CRC in 1994, but many children had been abducted or sometimes killed by one parent, thereby violating Articles 7, 9 and other provisions of the CRC.
	According to a study by the Ministry of Justice, there are approximately 150,000 divorces involving children, and approximately 54.5% of all pre-divorce separations involve parental child abduction.  Even if separated parents who have been separated as a result of parental child abduction apply to the family court for visitation or access to their own child, this is not possible in half of these cases.  Furthermore, although separated parents are liable to pay child support, some lawyers deduct fees from child support payments.

[2] Details
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Japan ratified the ICCPR in 1979. Article 23.4 of the ICCPR states that “The States Parties to the present Covenant shall take appropriate measures to ensure equality of rights and responsibilities of the spouses during marriage and in the event of its dissolution.  In the event of such dissolution, measures shall be taken to ensure the necessary protection for the child”, thus guaranteeing parental rights and parental responsibility after the divorce.
	According to this provision, the reproductive, parental and custodial rights of parents over their children are natural rights which, by their natural attributes, should be recognized equally for both parents.
	Therefore, Japan has an obligation to legislate or amend its laws to ensure that both parents have equal access to these rights in order to avoid parental child abduction.
	However, parental child abduction still occurs in Japan because the government including the Public Security Bureau fails to respect its international responsibilities and the judiciary including the Family Court overlooks them.

[3] Conclusion
	Japan needs to harmonize the ICCPR through legislation or amendments to avoid further parental child abduction, as well as improve administrative and judicial practices.
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