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[bookmark: _GoBack]Warsaw, July 12,2019 
Dear Mr. Komatsu,
With regard to our conversation I am sending you short information from Jewish Community in Warsaw. If you require any further information, feel free to contact me.
Sincerely 
Martyna Majewska 


The Jewish Community of Warsaw, with a branch in Lublin, is one of seven organizations forming the Union of Jewish Communities in Poland. Anyone, with at least one Jewish grandparent, can become a member, based on the so-called “Law of Return”.
The Jewish Community of Warsaw continues the tradition of the pre-war Jewish Communities, therefore fulfilling the mission of self-government. Presently the Community has about 800 members and their number is constantly growing.
The Jewish Community as the first in Poland decided to employ the lawyer responsible for monitoring and combating Ani-Semitism. Since 2018, more than 30 proceeding have been initiated at various District or Regional Prosecutor’s Offices. Only a few found its final at the court. 
The aim of this information is to present basic problems we are facing and grappling with in our everyday legal activities and pending cases.
Hate speech, violence, insults and unlawful threats towards community members or those to whom being Jewish is attributed, devastation of Jewish property, mainly cemeteries  are the most common crimes we are dealing with. 
	In 10 cases initiated by the Jewish Community in Warsaw the District Prosecutor refused to open the case claiming that no statutory features of criminal offences occurred. In many cases the main argument used by the Prosecutor was that the standard of free speech and freedom of public discourse requires (mainly from minority groups) to accept “harsh”, “unpopular” opinions which has nothing in common with Antisemitism. Too often Prosecutors state that xenophobic, racist, anti-Semitic statements are not really calling to hatred on the basis of national, racial and religious differences. These statements are also interpreted as "a voice in a wide-ranging discussion", part of freedom of expression and formulating opinions, characteristic of for a democratic state of law. Meanwhile, none of these statements is in fact an opinion but a concrete message articulated consciously and with the intention of achieving a specific goal.
	An increasing problem is also refusal to grant the Jewish Community or individuals the status of the victim in ongoing criminal proceedings. The best example is the case of Piotr Rybak[footnoteRef:1] brought to the Distirct Court in Oświęcim. The Court in Oświęcim denied the standing to the Jewish Community and other individuals in case. The Court ruled that nor Jewish Community nor individuals could be granted the status of injured party.  [1:  January 27, 2019 Piotr Rybak, the individual well-known to the police and the prosecutor's office  was leading the demonstration at the premises of Auschwit Birkenau Memorial. On the anniversary of the camp's liberation, he shouted about "Jewish invaders", about Poland regaining its dignity and finally, "Poland for Poles". With a megaphone in hand, not confronted by anybody, he sowed hatered as he's done many times before. ( see more art.: http://www.tvn24.pl)
] 

	The same Court, sentenced Rybak in the writ of payment for a year of unpaid social work, 30 hours a month. It was also decided to make the judgment public by displaying it in the court building. The ruling was appealed by the District Prosecutor in Oświęcim.

***
	The results of the 2018 edition of the Polish Prejudice Survey conducted by Center of research on Prejudices show that Antisemitism is still a serious social problem in Poland. Moreover, looking at the results of the survey, one can come to the conclusion that this problem is getting even more serious, especially when it comes to the traditional anti-­‐Jewish attitudes.
	The outcomes are similar to those of the report on “Young Jewish Europeans: Perceptions and Experiences of Antisemitism” launched by European Commission together with the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA). The report shows that four in five young Jewish Europeans have declared that antisemitism is a problem in their country, and believed it to have increased over the past five years.
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