Annex IX
Measures taken to promote and enhance the participation of children in the family, school and community 
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The National Children’s Council aims to be the key consultative and coordinating national body on all activities and issues related to children. Alongside, they also vouch to protect the rights of children, promote their interest and well-being and ensure their participation in matters of interest to them; and Promote activities for the welfare of children in line with Convention on the Rights of the Child.
The National Children`s Council also run 22 Kids and Teens Clubs island wide mostly in socially difficult areas.  Children aged 3 years to under 18 years old are members of Kids and Teens Clubs.  The objectives are to enhance the physical, mental, social and cultural development of the members and carry out welfare and developmental activities so as to prevent child abuse and commercial sexual exploitation of children. Sensitisation on the Convention on the Rights of the Child and on Child Abuse amongst others, in Primary and Secondary Schools, Women Empowerment Centres, Community Centres, Social Welfare Centres and Community based organisations are regularly organized by the National Children`s Council.
At school level, a Student Council is set up comprising one elected representative from each class and Prefects Body who are elected by the school to give a voice to students on matters pertaining to school life. School Management are encouraged to hear the voice of students and give them the opportunities to participate in the school- decision making process.
The Ministry of Arts and Cultural Heritage plays an important part in the participation of children in Mauritius in the community.  The Government has created platforms to allow children from all groups of the society, NGOs, cultural groups and even children with disabilities to participate at national level for annual events. 
Under this Ministry, the ‘Centre de Formation Artistique’ organises:
(i) short term training courses to children in disciplines such as guitar, tabla, violin, flutes, dholak, modern dance and classical dance. The courses are provided free of charge and the objectives are to identify new artistic talents, provide appropriate support to artists and capacity building in the artistic field; 
(ii)	drama competitions are held each year in different languages by the Ministry of Arts and Cultural Heritage in which students from secondary schools are encouraged to participate;
(iii)	every year for the National Day Celebrations, the Ministry of Arts and Cultural Heritage encourages the participation of children with disabilities in cultural items and the interpretation of the National Anthem in sign language. The Ministry of Social Integration, Social Security and National Solidarity helps this Ministry in integrating children with disabilities in the National Day Celebrations; and
(iv)	 throughout the year, events are organized by the Ministry of Arts and Cultural Heritage giving all citizens of Mauritius the opportunity to discover the celebrations of National Events such as the Spring Festival, Abolition of Slavery, Eid-Ul-Fitr, Divali, Commemoration of Indentured Labourers, Christmas Celebrations amongst others. These celebrations allow citizens of all ages to discover different cultures and art forms.
Furthermore, the Ministry of Housing and Land Use Planning organises consultations with children through forums. In 2017, as part of a sensitisation/consultation campaign, the Planning Division of the Ministry of Housing and Land Use Planning organised painting and essay competitions for school children of different age groups across the island on land use planning issues and also participated in an exhibition/discussion targeting children on the theme of sustainable town and country planning to mark the World Environment Day.
The Implementation Plan prepared and implemented on a yearly basis at the Ministry of Youth Empowerment, Sports and Recreation also embrace the notion of participation. There are various activities organized and executed by the Ministry of Youth Empowerment, Sports and Recreation and the National Youth Council for the promotion and participation of the Mauritian youth in various sectors. The Ministry seeks parental consent for activities meant for youth under 18 years of age, both to obtain their permission, and to keep them informed and sometimes involve them in supporting the teenagers in integrating the benefits of these activities in their lives. This measure has particularly been useful in enlisting youth participation in sexuality education initiatives and sensitisation campaigns against teenage pregnancy, and HIV and AIDS among others. The Commission for Youth and Sports in Rodrigues also conduct massive campaign, especially on teenage pregnancy. 
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