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Thank you, Chair.

While we appreciate the positive strides cross-disability advocates made with regard to the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the post-2015 development agenda, we would like to alert the Committee to some highly disturbing language introduced into the agenda during the last two weeks of negotiations in July. UN member states agreed, by consensus, to the last-minute addition of language that seeks the prevention of autism and other so-called developmental disorders, stating (quote) "We are committed to the prevention and treatment of non-communicable diseases, including behavioural, developmental, and neurological disorders, which constitute a major challenge to sustainable development" (unquote).

According to all UN member states, including 157 States parties to the CRPD, the world's sustainable development depends on the elimination of persons with disabilities. It is the very definition of eugenics.

As you will recall, autistic self-advocates view autism not as a disorder or disease to be cured or eradicated, but as a lifelong neurological difference that is equally valid. The autistic community has long been concerned about research aiming to find a prenatal genetic test that would allow the abortion of foetuses "at risk" of autism, as is already the case with 90 percent of foetuses diagnosed with Down syndrome. We believe that the availability of such a test would lead to a eugenic genocide against our minority by prevention of birth.

While those who proposed this language obviously were targeting autism, the addition of behavioural and neurological disorders (classifications which may include autism in some parts of the world) and the link to non-communicable diseases opens up the possibility that this language will be used to seek and justify "prevention" of a wide range of other disabilities or conditions, particularly (but not limited to) those that exist from (or before) birth, such as spina bifida, (congenital) hydrocephalus, cerebral palsy, Down's, and possibly even certain psychosocial disabilities, such as schizophrenia of childhood (a diagnosis that in some countries is applied to autistic children, as well).

Our submission on Qatar highlights that State's role in autism "awareness-raising" along the medical model of disability, as an epidemic and global public health crisis and a financial burden on families and States, deliberately increasing stigma and prejudice at and through the UN, which leads to results such as this language in the post-2015 agenda.

Prevention of autism means prevention of birth. Prevention of birth has long been recognized as a key component of genocide. Describing minorities that are to be expunged from existence as diseased is a hallmark of genocide. For us, this is a matter of life and death – the autistic community's right to survival and autistic individual's right to life, that is, the continued right to be born.

Thank you.
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