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Introduction 
Child Rights Civil Society Coalition (CRCSC) is a voluntary network of South Sudanese civil society organizations committed to ensuring all children are able to exercise their human rights in the whole country as enshrined in the laws of South Sudan and other International Conventions that uphold children’s rights. Child Rights coalition strives to see an empowered South Sudan as a state where children rights are respected and protected through lobbying and advocacy. 

CRCSC has objectives to lobby government to allocate and spend more budget on children focused institutions including ratification of key child rights instruments, improve the ability of CRCSC member organizations to undertake regional child rights advocacy through capacity building and child rights focused researches, engage stakeholders in promotion and reporting of child rights violation through data collection and periodic reports, enhance coordination between child rights focused CSOs, gender equity and development effectiveness sectors through joint advocacy and enhanced coordination mechanisms, protect socio-economic rights of the children in South Sudan, taking information of child rights from promoting source, to promote dignity of children in South Sudan, to provide conducive environment for children where rights of children are valued and respected, advocate for the rights of all children in South Sudan and  monitor and report on child rights violation. 

In line with its vision, mission and objectives, CRCSC was formed on 30th November 2012 and officially launched on 5th June 2013, with 15 member organizations and currently working with 30 member organizations which are implementing child rights related activities in South Sudan.  
In order to write this report, Child Rights Coalition as an umbrella of child rights civil society organizations in South Sudan initiated this report with start of the workshop organized and facilitated by Save the Children Norway in June 2017, in Juba, South Sudan. More than 30 national civil society organizations came together to plan.  Civil society organizations who participated in workshop were clustered into working groups with tasks to collect data across the country through focus group discussion, workshop, references i.e. online links, child rights laws ratified by South Sudan and South Sudan fiscal year budget allocation. These child rights organizations operate in the grassroots and have extensive knowledge and experience of child rights programming.  This information is the benchmark of this report. 

South Sudan ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989 in 2015.

In an effort to implement child rights, the Government of South Sudan enacted Child Act 2008, reviewed and amended in 2009; this is a legal instrument that stipulates all rights of children. The Child Act does not contradict with the constitution of South Sudan. It recognizes a child as anyone below the age of 18 years, recognizing the fact that children are vulnerable and need special care and protection in South Sudan. It is a domestication of international instrument on child rights. It talks about legal punishment to perpetrators or violators of child rights; therefore, South Sudan has a legal obligation to abide by these international and regional instruments on child rights. 

This report covers implementation status of the UNCRC in relation to programs for children, policy and legislative reforms to propose recommendations that will address gaps in the legal framework. It is prepared as a response to the first report submitted by the government of South Sudan to the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

Context-political, demographic and social
Political and Security environment
Progression the implementation of the 2018 R-ARCSS has been in 2019.Lack of political consensus and resource constraints continue to undermine completion of critical tasks to stabilize the country. Political and technical negotiations are ongoing and ceasefire has held in most parts of the country. There’s been an overall decrease of violence between signatories loyal to the government and opposition. Localized inter and intra-communal violence has been perpetrated by community based militias and other armed elements. Incidences rose sharply during the dry season in late 2018, early 2019 and 2020 before decreasing during the rainy season in May 2020.Inter and intra-communal violence has become increasingly militarized small arms being widely available and disarmament efforts futile due to lack of rule of law and social norms that normalize use of weapons and violence to resolve disputes. The militarization of cattle raiding both tactically and in the type of weapons used has contributed to the lethality of attacks. Continued perception of insecurity has affected the ability to access land and food, inhibited livelihoods and coping capacities and climatic events affecting crops. All this factors continue to further humanitarian needs. A key issue affecting security is the future of former fighters’. R-ARCSS requires from the signatory groups integrated into the country’s military or police. The security and protection risks associated with the cantonment process include GBV, forced child recruitment, loss of civilian character in surrounding cantonment sites. Covid 19 pandemic continues to exacerbate vulnerabilities of children. Covid 19 resulted in disruption of learning where approximately two million children enrolled in primary schools and secondary levels are being deprived of education as schools have shut down. These children will likely face threats to their safety, health and wellbeing. Displaced children are particularly at risk as they tend to live in overcrowded and informal settings which increase their risk of virus contraction. Over 11000 unaccompanied children including those released from detention and armed forces and armed groups are still in need of family tracing and reunification services a process slowed down and in some cases stopped a direct effect of the Covid 19 pandemic. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Unicef https://www.unicef.org/southsudan ] 

Background 
 On 23rd January 2015 South Sudan ratified the convention on the rights of the child and became a state party to the CRC. The legislative assembly voted to ratify ACRWC in October 2014 but waiting for the president’s signature. 
  Over the past few years’ significant development has been seen with regard to children in South Sudan, but important challenges remain in the areas of education, health, protection and participation. Civil society organizations working on child rights have gained more elbow room to address issues related to child rights. But the ongoing conflicts in the country continue to hamper the enforcement of the CRC. Nonetheless, the Child Act 2008 is a major achievement, even though there are many challenges in terms of enforcement. There are also huge challenges in co-ordination between government and international and multinational organizations engaged in child rights promotion. 

Demographic and Sociocultural Profile
Latest population estimates suggest that more than 53 per cent of the 11.7 million people in South Sudan are under 15 years old and 70 per cent are younger than 30 years old. Life expectancy stands at 57 years, well below regional and global averages[footnoteRef:2]. Sudan South has 99 under-five child deaths per 1,000 live births, higher than the Sub Saharan regional rate of 78 per 1,000 live births. The rate in South Sudan translates to 1 in 10 children dying before his or her fifth birthday and is among the highest under-five mortality rates in the world. The majority are among infants aged under 1 year (infant mortality rate of 64 deaths per 1,000 live births under 1 year), with most dying from common but preventable childhood conditions such as malaria, pneumonia or diarrhea. Maternal mortality has reached and sustained a high of 789 deaths per 100,000 live births, according to 2018 estimates[footnoteRef:3]. The population of the country comprises about 60 ethnic groups, the Dinka and the Nuer being the largest. The ethnic composition of different areas in South Sudan has changed due to several decades of conflict, mass displacement, rural-to-urban migration, and shifting migratory patterns of pastoralist communities. Traditional gender norms guide everyday life for most South Sudanese. Men are responsible for providing financially for their families, and for assets such as cattle and land. Women control the homestead and household items, as well as small animals. Conflict has changed some practices, and in many cases, women have had to take care of their families alone. Inheritance rights are largely clan specific, and most women are not able to inherit the land and other significant assets of their deceased husbands unless they have a male child. Household chores are near exclusively the woman’s responsibility. Women fetch water in 86 per cent of households, followed by any daughters below 15 years. Children generally assist their same-gendered parent. [2:  World population prospects 2109 data booklet-UN
]  [3:  Global Health Observatory May 2107 http://apps:who.int/gho/node:cco
] 



General Measures of Implementation
Child Rights Coalition with its member organizations welcomes the step taken by government of South Sudan to ratify the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in 2015. 

 
Allocation of resources to child focused institutions
Government budgets are a principal channel of allocating financial resources and managing government expenditures to usher in economic growth and implement the development plans and programs in the country. Budgets also are a financial mirror reflecting the prioritization of programs and policies by the government, given the financial operating environment and the overall state of the economy. Thus, the dynamic links between the budgets and the development plans are a demonstration of the commitment of the government of the day to convert plans into an effective program of action. The government of South Sudan is supposed to allocate funds to child rights focused institutions such as Ministry of Gender and Child welfare, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health. The government continues to spend far less than 15% of the budget on health, despite the commitment made under the Abuja Declaration on Health. Instead, Government spending on health has gradually been declining. 
Over the year’s budgetary allocations to the security sector have remained relatively high, whereas the resource allocation to development has been fluctuating. In 2012/2013 Fiscal Year, resources allocated to education, health and infrastructure averaged 7.6 percent whereas a whopping 28 percent of the total budget was allocated to the armed services sector, (not counting the large proportion of state transfers that is spent on this sector at the state level). The disproportionate resource allocation between development sectors and security is a major bottleneck in the socio-economic development agenda of the country. FY 2013/2014 saw a further reduction in budgetary allocation to the development sectors from 7.6 percent to 3.1 on average, when compared with a reduction in security sector budget from 28 percent to 17.8 percent due to austerity measures (which a subsequence budget revision raised again). In 2015-2016, the Government allocated only 7% of its total budget to the health sector[footnoteRef:4]. As of 2015, about 70% of health services are provided by NGOs[footnoteRef:5]. There is a critical shortage of trained health workers at all levels in the health service system. A recent study conducted by WHO found that the overwhelming majority of the South Sudanese children have been exposed to risk of high infant mortality, malnutrition and HIV & Aids[footnoteRef:6].  [4:  South Sudan Budget Year Book 2015/2016]  [5:  Child Rights Situation Analysis 2015 – by Save the Children]  [6:  WHO, July 2014 South Sudan health situation report ] 

 
Child Rights Coalition recommends:
· That government of South Sudan should fairly allocate annual budget or increase public spending on children’s program especially health and education in line with Article 4 of the UNCRC 

Legislative measures, including legal status of the UNCRC
Upon ratification of the UNCRC, South Sudan domesticated Article 3 of the UNCRC into Transitional Constitution and Child Act, 2008. Accordingly, Article 17(2) states that “In all actions concerning children undertaken by public and private welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the paramount consideration shall be the best interest of the child.” Similarly, the Child Act of 2008 deals extensively with the best interest of the child as it relates to all matters concerning or affecting the rights of the child.  Section 6 of the Child Act further provides guidance on authorities on the parameters to consider when dealing with the best interest of the child.
The Republic of South Sudan’s Transitional Constitution, 2011 and the Child Act, 2008, provide for the right to education for all children in the country. In addition, the government passed the Education Act in 2012, which contains an ambitious legal framework for implementing the right to education, including provisions for early childhood development services; primary, secondary and tertiary education services; an “alternative learning system” (for older children); technical and vocational training and special needs education. The Education Act (2012) specifically identifies how all children have the right to access education regardless of gender, age, religion, clan or disability. The Education Act calls for education to be free and compulsory for all children. 

The challenge lies in the application of these legal frameworks to matters affecting children. Guidelines are required to help state move fast in implementing this right at the local level. This may include training of civil society organizations to actively engage in awareness and advocacy.
Coordination and data. 	
South Sudan Child Act 2008 Article 193 sub section 1 and 2 provides for the establishment of independent Child Commission and functions thereto to oversee children issues at all levels. Lack of this national body has created a huge vacuum in the implementation of South Sudan child Act 2008 similar to Convention on the rights of the child. The children’s rights should be equally respected and fulfilled in South Sudan, regardless of their ages, gender, religion, social political and economic background. The armed conflicts which have drastically affected all public activities, including education for children, health and medical services. Based on CRC, it is a primary function of the state to protect children, yet it has failed with the current prevailing challenges in respect of the rights of all children to have access to basic services on equal terms. The effects of lack to access to support and to deliver services can be seen in all aspects, children with disabilities, children exposed to violence and mental health problems, children in social care institutions and children living in economically vulnerable situations. Child Rights Coalition sees across the country unacceptably large disparities in the support available to children in vulnerable situations depending on left over foods in restaurants in the markets where they live or where they arrived after long frustrated journey from various villages across the country.
Based on the working groups of the civil society organizations who worked to coordinate the writing of this report, serious issues are at the grass root levels. This includes early marriages, rape cases, and other abuses that demands government response in addressing them. 

Partners and indeed the member organizations working with Child Rights Coalition have collected data on the situation of the children for this report.  

Child Rights Coalition recommends:
· The Government of Sudan should establish the Independent child commission, as per the 2008 Child Act 

Knowledge about the rights of the child
Though South Sudan has the Child Act, yet it is not properly disseminated amongst communities, children, law enforcement institutions and agents, judiciary and all government bodies. This is because of lack of funding to produce and disseminate user and child friendly materials. They have also been silent on the establishment of rules and responsibilities for implementation of the Child Act. The UNCRC also not properly disseminated and established in the country.
 
Child Rights Coalition recommends to international community and donor:

· Support capacity building and provide funds for awareness creation and education to increase visibility of the Convention on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.
· Promote the active involvement of children in public outreach activities, including in measures targeting principles of the Convention are widely recognized and understood, and ensure that children, parents, island communities and traditional, religious and community leaders play a key role in such initiatives throughout parents, social workers, teachers and law enforcement officials;
· Include mandatory modules on human rights and the Convention in the school curriculum and in training programmes for all professionals working with or for children, including all law enforcement officials, teachers, health personnel, social workers and personnel of childcare institutions, as well as State and local government officials.
· Strengthen awareness-raising programmes, including campaigns, and efforts to ensure that the provisions and the country, including in the outer islands;
· Provide adequate and systematic training on children’ s rights and on the Convention to the professionals working for and with children, including parliamentarians and those working in the areas of education, health, social protection and justice.
·  Government to Raise awareness on child rights documents such UNCRC, ACRWC and South Sudan child act 200.
· Community members, parents/legal caregivers and teachers need to be given enough awareness on child rights to equally treats children with care and not discriminate them.
Ratification of international human rights instruments
The Government of South Sudan has ratified key international human rights instruments namely; the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), Convention against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) and its optional protocols in country inspections, Optional protocols to the convention on rights of prostitution and child involvement of children in armed conflict(CRC-PO-AC),Optional protocol to the convention on  the rights of the child on sale of children, child pornography(CRC-OP-SC).However the government has not ratified African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC), the African document that addresses problems facing children in the continent.

Child Rights Coalition recommends:
· Government of South Sudan to ratify ACRWC 
· Government to ratify and domesticate the African Charter on the Rights an Welfare of the child as complementary to the UNCRC in matters that are peculiar to African context such as child marriage and juvenile justice.
Preliminary issues
Definition of a child 
Article 17(4) of the Transitional Constitution of the Republic of South Sudan 2011 (as amended) defines a child as “any person under the age of eighteen years.” South Sudan passed its Child Act 2008 when southern Sudan was still part of Sudan. Some argue that since Sudan had ratified UNCRC already laws made in Sudan are required to conform to constitutional framework and would have incorporated UNCRC. Child Act, 2008 is thus said to have domesticated UNCRC. Accordingly, section 5 of the Child Act states that “a child means a human being under the age of eighteen years” This definition is consistent with the spirit and purpose of article 1 of the UNCRC which states that ‘child means every human being below the age of eighteen years unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier.’ 
The customary understanding of the definition of a child does not take into account the age of the child. Rather, it is circumstantial and event based. A girl for example would be considered ready to marry if she has reached puberty and has received her first menstruation. Such limited definition and understanding of a child under customary setting is responsible for horrendous child rights abuses in South Sudan including child marriage and other gender based violence.
Child Right Coalition Recommendation:
a) Educate and equip teachers, social workers and law enforcement officers on matters child protection and rights who in turn raise awareness and sensitize the communities 
b) Holding accountable child abusers and seeing to it that they face the law.


General Principles (art 2, 3, 6, 12)

Non discrimination
Children are unfairly treated because of their age, gender and social background; this is structural based discrimination in South Sudan context where girls are separated from boys in relation to social services such as eating, sharing of room at night, group discussions and inheritance as well as common plays ground. Illiteracy and limited education is tied into women’s inability to protect themselves from sexually transmitted infections. Only 3% of women without formal education and 2% of women from poorest areas use any form of contraception and protection compared to 22% in wealthy areas.46%of school going girls drop out of school and are married off before getting to the age of 18years.[footnoteRef:7]This goes far to show how structural based discrimination with regard to gender, age and social background affects children and people of South Sudan. [7:  Sudan Household Health Survey (SHHS) 2006|The Republic of South Sudan www.ssnbss.org.] 

In African society where South Sudan falls, discrimination of children by adults even their own parents or customary guardians exists at homes, communities, schools and child care institutions.  It may occur in form of gender based violence and beating by family members. In communities where children are traditionally disciplined by any member of the community and in most cases ends in discriminating children. In school teachers sometimes use hurting language in class and this affects the children’s performance as they will hate a teacher who discriminates against them. A child deserves parental care and love as well as in the whole community and institutions. 

The Transitional Constitution under Articles 17(1) (e), 29(1) & 14 set out in prohibitive terms that no one including children shall be discriminated against on any ground. Such Constitutional framework provides guidance to all levels of government, civil society and stakeholders to ensure that all children enjoy their rights and fundamental freedoms guaranteed under Article 17 of the Constitution and Child Act, 2008. Monitoring and implementation of this right is a challenge considering lack of capacity and resources to monitor compliance. 
South Sudan has ratified Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women but gender discrimination remains very high. The situation is even worse in rural communities where women are discriminated against as ‘culture’ promotes.  Girls for example would not be allowed to go to school because they could be ‘spoiled’ and are needed to do domestic work such as cooking, fetching water and baby-sitting. In order to close the gap in access to education by girls, the government and partners are implementing programs such as Girls Education South Sudan (GESS) to encourage more girls enroll and remain in school.

 Child Rights Coalition recommends: 
· Government to formulate policies on the rights of children with disabilities this could be achieved by establishment of facilities accessible to this children and their care givers.
· Inclusion of all children in decision making.
· Government to facilitate community based programs and rescue centers for girls this way GBV and gender inequality issues will be directly addressed.
 

Right to Life, Survival and Development
Due to current volatile situation in South Sudan, as armed conflict continues, children are exposed to risks of being killed, injured, rape and mental violence.  Basic social services deliveries have been seriously disrupted, millions of children are out of school and others are left orphans as their parents got killed, many children disappeared in the course of armed conflicts and are not known whereabouts.

Child Rights Coalition recommends: 
· The Government protects children against all forms of violence even in times of war as well as to provide effective remedies to victims of human rights violations.
·  The government must protect the children in the conflict affected areas and provide them with basic services that can suit their needs.
· Government South Sudan should protect children in armed conflict, provide education and bring sustainable peace to South Sudan.
·  The government to establish systems that provide home based care for children with disabilities.
	
Respect for the views of the child in communities
In term of participation, children are not consulted on matters affecting them, not allowed in communal discussions, talk show, government rallies and in peace building negotiations to present their opinions and discuss issues related to them due to their ages, they are disregarded and not represented and latter becomes the victims of adult decision making. The good example was the peace talks in Addis Ababa 2015 between South Sudan parties to the conflict, children have not been represented in the talks and their concerns are not heard. In community meeting children are not made to participate and be part of decision making.  
 Under customary law, children’s best interests are not taken into account in marriage dissolution as it considered that children don’t ‘have a say.’ 
Majority of South Sudan communities are illiterate, and ignorant about child rights. Children views in communities are not treated with respect and others ignored children opinions even if the decision is made to affect children later, this makes many children to suffer in silence because they are not being listened to, other decisions are assumed as suitable for children when they are not even consulted to find out whether decision are accepted by children. 




Child Rights Coalition recommends: 
· Government and development partners who are child rights actors should build the capacity of community based structures to be able to incorporate children in the design and implementation of policies.
· Children’s Parliament to be activated in line with the recommendation of African Committee on the Rights and Welfare of the Children.
· Community leaders and government officials to allow and accommodate children views in discussions that matters to them in communities, child protection and policy formulation so that their opinions are reflected in laws. Include children on issues concerning them to participate directly by themselves 


Civil Rights and Freedoms
Until late 2017, South Sudan did not have a law that regulates birth registration.  Through generous efforts of UNICEF, a Civil Registry Act, 2018 was passed to regulate birth registration of all persons born in South Sudan. Its implementation is to be aligned to Boma Health initiative launched by the Government of South Sudan with support from health partners. 
In South Sudan, children have no access to media houses, this is with fact that greater parts of the country is rural areas where there are no radio stations and other media outlets and children are not informed on issues taking place in the country. Another factor is that most of the parents or adults who take care of the children are illiterate. This, indeed contributing to lack of self-expression by the children, lack of freedom of worship on religious and choice especially in children. There continue practicing of corporal punishment at home and in school, no special place for children in contact with law in the prison and police cells. Parents and caregivers neglect and cause child psychological effect and adults engaged children in sexual abuse by taking them to hidden corners where parents and relatives could not easily see (e.g backyards, bushes, dark areas without street lights)

Child Right recommends:
· Government to introduce a children’s protection hotline.
· Government to compulsory enforce the application of Child Act 2008 to the law enforcement agencies e.g. Police, Prison, and Judiciary
· Establishment of radio network at grass root level and distribution of radio set for children including prerecorded voices. 
· Provides guideline for parents to help children determine religion of their own choice 

Violence against children 
Abuse and neglect
The major catalyst of violence against children in South Sudan are conflicts and cultural practices, due to internal conflict children are physically injured or killed with or without intent, forced to witness the death of the parents or relatives and negligently abandoned when situation intensified as well as child abduction especially in greater Jonglei state and Pibor Administrative area. Another harmful cultural concern that needs much attention is negative traditional practices that include force and early marriages. Girls are forced into marriages, at times as compensation for inter-ethnic killings.  In many communities, girls are married off to rich men especially in disadvantaged families as the means of getting wealth. This is not always with the consent of the underage girl, sometimes girl runs away and may falls into the hands of another bad person who may abuse her. In other hand, many young boys are sometimes traditionally forced to marry or inherit wives of the late father or elder brothers, in most cases it is decided by the elders and imposes on the boy to accept it. As these are done without their consent, children may decide to leave home and go somewhere such as towns or other villages. The consequences of all these on children include trauma, death, dropout from school, and disability though Child Act, 2008 prohibited violence against children perhaps the government of South Sudan is less attentive and more mutely on traditional harmful practices.

Child rights coalition recommends, 
·  Make legislation that prohibits child marriage and set marriageable age 18years in line with international practice such as UNCRC and South Sudan Child Act, 2008.
· Tracing and reunification of abducted and separated children with their parents and guardians.
· Carryout psycho social support for the victims of violence 
· The Government of South Sudan needs to prioritize prevention of violence through promotion of non-violent values and awareness-raising which ensure the participation of children and creates accessible and child friendly spaces, strong reporting systems and services.
· Government institutions, private actors, communities and families as well as children need to be trained and aware of South Sudan Child Act 2008 to denounce violence against children and be held accountable in case of breached. The child Act prohibited all form of violence in any place, anytime and by any person  
· Government to implement Child Act 2008 through training and awareness at grass root





Sexual abuse and sexual exploitation 
Child Act, 2008 Article 26 protects girl child from sexual abuse and exploitation and gender-based violence, including rape, incest, early and force marriage, female circumcision and female genital mutilation.” Even though the law is clear, sometimes children are terribly abused in school and in communities and no action taken against the violators, most of rape cases and gender based violence resulted from forced and early marriages. Most victims don’t report these incidents due to reprisal from wrong doers and shame from community members’ fear and stigma as they get hurt physically, mentally and emotionally.  UN agencies, relevant UNMISS units, Government ministries, international NGOs and national NGOs, attempted measures to prevent, protect and response to sexual abuse, exploitation and gender based violence but still very invisible in rescuing the victims.
		
Child Rights Coalition recommends
       
· Government to empower local communities and local authorities at grass root level on child rights and protection by training social workers and local leaders.
· Establishment of sexual abuse reporting and case management centres at all levels  
· Better improvement of more and available health services for SGBV survivors. 
· Increase advocacy and coordination mechanism at grass root level 
· Regulate entry of children into hotels and lodgings.

Family Environment and Alternative Care
Right of unaccompanied minors and undocumented children to education
As South Sudan is waging war against itself, many children are left orphans because their parents are killed during the armed conflict; some went away for safety and find themselves alone without any care of adults. They are not being taken care of by any adult legally or by custom. They become unaccompanied children who undergo a lot of hardship in life. These children grow up without education. 

Children separated from parents.

Conflict has deteriorated the economy as well as massive displacement internally in Torit, Pibor, Wau, Malakal, Bor, Rumbek, Bentiu and many other towns in the country and to neighboring countries. This has increased poverty to a larger extend that most families run out of enough food forcing children to survive on their own on the street with other contributing factors such as family separation, negligent, divorced, lack of parental care, child marriage, child abuse, criminal offence and disruption of social network. These children survive by selling wares, shoe shining, collecting rubbish, collecting empty battles for re-use by local beverage makers, washing cars, and others beg or steal as they dropped out from school, engaged in drugs and sexually abused in most urban centers. There are no government centers across the country to provide temporary home and education for these children.   

The reports from various UN Agencies and NGOs confirmed that millions of children are on the move across international borders fleeing violence and armed conflict, disaster or poverty, in pursuit of a better life. Hundreds of thousands move on their own. When they encounter few opportunities to move legally, children resort to dangerous routes and engage smugglers to help them cross borders. Serious gaps in the laws, policies and services meant to protect children on the move further leave them bereft of protection and care. Deprived, unprotected, and often alone, children on the move can become easy prey for traffickers and others who abuse and exploit them.

Child Rights Coalition recommends: 
· the Ministry of Gender, Child and Social Welfare to push Council of Ministers for a drafted National Policy on the Protection and Care of Children without appropriate parental care and plans of actions to be made a law protecting children in South Sudan 
· Government should propose programs and conduct researches which should inform policy and support families and children in order to avoid run away from home.
· Government to hold parents and caregivers accountable when they fail to fulfill children’s needs (Children without proper care).
· Government should establish and support already existing orphanages in conflict affected areas. 



Family Tracing and reunification
Due to armed conflict in the country, many children separated with their parents or their primary legal guardians or customary caregivers and become missing and some of them are abducted. There is a need to trace and reunify them with their parent. 

Child Rights Coalition recommends:
· FTR processes should be owned by the government instead of leaving it to NGOs or UN agencies for some reasons to do with policies. 

Basic Health and Welfare 

Children with disabilities
Majority of children who are out of school in South Sudan are the children with disabilities, other quarter of children with disabilities who are in school get poorer education achievements due to fewer economic opportunities and higher rates of poverty within families.  Schools are often not prepared for them due to the distances, no mobility, sometimes the nearest schools are constructed and children don’t have a free access of wheel chairs for those who have. Teachers are not trained to create safe learning environments for children with special needs and that shows the discrimination they get from community and able children is also there in schools. Both Private and government schools have no ramp stage for children with disabilities (especially Disabled). Teachers have no idea on how they treat children with special needs. Curriculum of South Sudan does not stipulate the inclusion of children with disability in the Education system. Teachers punish children who happen to be late to school because of sickness. 
Many organizations and the government in South Sudan always provide services in a form of “integration” and not “inclusive education”. Integration implies that a child with a disability is placed in a regular classroom with the expectation that the child should fit into the system; otherwise, he or she will fail. Looking for, inclusive education means a child is placed in a regular classroom with accommodations and support for him or her to thrive.
Inclusive education for children with disabilities remains a challenge in South Sudan since the education did not consider inclusive education for children with disabilities in South Sudan’s education curriculum, the number of children with disabilities not in schools justify that the government is not implementing the measures on non-discrimination. 
In South Sudan, medical and rehabilitation services for children with disabilities are less than better or in most parts of the country do not exist. This is because there is a lack of training for health professionals in the provision of appropriate medical care and rehabilitation services for children with disabilities. At present, the inclusion of disability and rehabilitation curricula is limited in most formal training institutions and curriculum. 
Child Rights Coalition recommends:
· There is a need to review customs and enact in the constitution to protect the rights of children in the country regardless of their physical and mental abilities.
· The government should prompt parents and guardians to provide school uniform to school children and WASH facilities in schools. 
· Government’s should support family members of children with disabilities and address disability discrimination issues as a priority for their health and care.
· Government to introduce Inclusive Education in South Sudan curriculum
· Government and International partners must intervene to take actions by providing education for Children with Disabilities in South Sudan such that they also catch up at earlier age with able children and get a quality education that shall make them achieve a better life as others.
Education, Leisure and Cultural Activities	

Right to education
South Sudan recognizes education within the South Sudan constitution as a basic human right, but its effectiveness is seriously affected by insecurity which is hindering education for children, limited number of government schools are functional, there are more private schools than government schools which are not affordable by parents to send children to school, poor implementation of education policy (e.g. teachers training , free and compulsory education), lack of Monitoring and evaluation of Education system at grassroots level and roads inaccessibility hindering school activities. The education system in South Sudan is the mixed of many curriculums from eastern Africa mainly Kenya and Uganda. Primary education is said to be free and compulsory yet education system is not well organized. This is evidenced by good number of government officials who take their children abroad for better education leaving behind the children of unable families who are under the care of untrained teachers. Government should develop a standard curriculum that reflect the diversity of South Sudanese communities and adequately allocate funding for education sector. Teachers have no attractive pay and they go for many months without salary. This has discouraged most of the teachers and some seek greener pasture with organizations or other private sector for better survival with their families. Most of the schools are under trees with limited or no basic services such as water and latrines. Many school going age children dropout as a result. 

It is concerning that enrolment rates for (vulnerable groups) of children remains low. There is a considerable gender disparity in enrolment rates with an estimated 81.4% of boys enrolling in primary school, compared to only 54.5% of girls[footnoteRef:8]. Furthermore, dropout rates remain very high, so that only an estimated 10.3% of children complete primary school, and only 6.2% of girls[footnoteRef:9].  [8:  Ibid Child Rights Situation Analysis	]  [9:  AU Commission of Inquiry on South Sudan] 


 Child Rights Coalition recommends:
· Sensitization and advocacy on importance of education (e.g. girls’ education) by government. 
·  Better payment for teachers  because currently grade 14 teachers only receive 300 SSP which is not equivalent to 50 USD
·  Increase the education budget. The current budget indicates only 2.1% of total annual budget for fiscal year 2019/2020 compare to security which is 31.8%.
· Government to implement the Policy of Free and Compulsory Education in Primary School and improved the salary structures and standard of living for teachers and develop policy or punish parents and caregivers who do not send their children to school.
· Government to introduce unified curriculum in South Sudan

Special Protection Measures
Refugee and internally displaced children 
Majority of children have been internally displaced as a direct consequence of ongoing conflict, communal attacks and insecurity primarily in Unity, Upper Nile, Lake and Jonglei States.  Natural disasters such as flood have also caused displacement of populations.  It is estimated that there are 1.7 million IDPs in South Sudan of whom half are children and many of whom are unaccompanied or separated from their families. There are nearly two million South Sudanese who are refugees in neighboring countries. Resettling South Sudanese who are either internally displaced or refugees in neighboring countries as a result of the conflict is a daunting task.  
Currently, there is still increased large number of IDPs in six UNMISS Protection of Civilian (POC) sites in cities since 2013 and 2016 conflicts erupted, majority are children that are vulnerable to abduction for sex trafficking, interethnic abductions, abduction by external criminal elements where they are subjected to forced labour and exposed to hardship such as sleeping in unclean environment and fear of corona virus due to congested population. The government support to the displaced children in general remained immaterial. 

Child rights coalition recommends,
· Government to provide security, support and reintegrate IDPs back to their previous homes
· Establish draining system to stop flooding in Upper Nile and Bhar el Ghazal regions
· Government to open its own protection of civilians sites (POCs) in emergencies instead of relying on UNMISS interventions 
· Provision of quality, accessible and free education to displaced children
·  Provision of full equipped temporary accommodation housing and proper WASH facilities 

Economic exploitation, including child labour 
Almost all children of 5 years of ages and above in South Sudan are voluntarily or forcibly in hardworking conditions for survival, these form of labour that involves children are not limited to fetching of water, cooking at home, babysitting, tea making, working in the farm and cattle camp, selling in the market mobile clothing, making of bush charcoal, child soldiers in armed groups, aiding blind persons, carrying of dangerous explosive equipment, Children working in construction, market vending, shoe shining, car washing, rock breaking, brick making, delivery cart pulling, gold mining, and begging may be victims of forced labor. Some of these children at work are abandoned, orphaned, separated from parents, abducted and school dropout due to lack of parental care. All these related works have deformed children physically, mentally and emotionally causing disability in children, though South Sudan ratified the International Labour Organization’s (ILO) Convention on Minimum Age (No. 138) and the ILO Convention on Worst Forms of Child Labour (No.182) the economic exploitation and child labour is not addressed and very worse especially in rural areas and some towns.
Child rights coalition recommends,
· Ministry of Labour, Public Service and Human Resource Development conduct investigation to provide the following information
· The number and percentage of children below the minimum legal age of employment who are involved in child labour, as defined by International Labour Organization Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138) and Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182), disaggregated by type of employment
· The number and percentage of such children with access to recovery and reintegration assistance, including free basic education and vocational training
· Provide psycho social support for all these children at work voluntarily or forcibly 
· Provision of care and materials support as well as enrolments in school
Sale, trafficking and abduction of children
As reported over the past five years, South Sudan is a source and destination country for men, women, and children subjected to forced labor and sex trafficking. South Sudanese women and girls, particularly those from rural areas or who are internally displaced, are vulnerable to domestic servitude throughout the country. Some of these women and girls are sexually abused by male occupants of the household or forced to engage in commercial sex acts. South Sudanese girls are subjected to sex trafficking in restaurants, hotels, and brothels in urban centers – at times with the involvement of corrupt law enforcement officials. Some may be subsequently subjected to sexual slavery or domestic servitude. South Sudanese and foreign business owners recruit men and women from neighboring countries – especially Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, and Somalia – as well as South Sudanese women and children, with fraudulent offers of employment opportunities in hotels, restaurants, and construction; many are forced to work for little or no pay or are subjected to sex trafficking. Some traffickers operate in organized networks within the country and across borders.
	
The Government of the Republic of South Sudan does not fully meet the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking and is not making significant efforts to do so. The government continued negligible anti-trafficking law enforcement efforts. The 2008 penal code and 2008 Child Act criminalized some forms of labor and sex trafficking. Article 277 of the penal code prohibited forced labor and prescribed a penalty of up to two years’ imprisonment, or a fine, or both; these penalties were not sufficiently stringent. However, Articles 278 and 279 increased the penalties for forced labor when the offense involved kidnapping, abduction, or the transfer of control over a person to up to seven years’ imprisonment, or a fine, or both. Article 276 criminalized buying or selling a child for the purpose of prostitution and prescribed a punishment of up to 14 years’ imprisonment and a fine, which was sufficiently stringent and commensurate with punishment prescribed for other serious crimes, such as rape. Articles 254 and 258 criminalized the procurement of a child for prostitution and the facilitation of the prostitution of a child by the child's parent or guardian and prescribed penalties of up to 10 years imprisonment and a fine; these penalties were also sufficiently stringent and commensurate with those prescribed for other serious crimes, such as rape. The criminal code did not explicitly criminalize adult sex trafficking. Article 282 prohibited and prescribed a sufficiently stringent punishment of up to seven years imprisonment for the sale of a person across international borders. Articles 31 and 32 of South Sudan's 2008 Child Act prohibited the recruitment and use of children for military or paramilitary activities, and prescribed punishments of up to 10 years imprisonment for such crimes. In October 2017, the government adopted the Labor Act of 2017, which prohibited forced labor and prescribed penalties of up to five years imprisonment, a fine, confiscation of property, cancellation of a business license, or closure of business, or a combination of these penalties; these penalties were sufficiently stringent.
The government did not report any investigations, prosecutions, or convictions for trafficking crimes. Lack of capacity throughout the justice sector impeded law enforcement efforts. Courts lacked lawyers, judges, and defense attorneys knowledgeable of trafficking issues and laws, and resources to investigate and prosecute most crimes, including human trafficking, were scant. The government did not report any investigations, prosecutions, or convictions of government employees complicit in human trafficking offenses; however, corruption and official complicity in trafficking crimes remained significant concerns and impeded law enforcement action during the year.
Lacking a formal mechanism to identify potential victims, security forces continued to indiscriminately arrest individuals in prostitution without screening, including child sex trafficking victims and others who may have been victims. The Ministry of Women, Child, and Social Welfare ran a transition center in Yambio with support from an international organization. The center provided interim care and support to children and mothers rescued from violent extremist organizations, including potential trafficking victims. There were no specialized services available for trafficking victims.
Social stigma and fear of punitive law enforcement actions discouraged victims – particularly those subjected to sex trafficking – from communicating with law enforcement authorities. There were no laws or policies to protect victims from prosecution for crimes committed as a direct result of being subjected to trafficking. The government did not provide legal alternatives to the removal of foreign victims to countries where they would face hardship or retribution; nor did it otherwise encourage victims to assist in the investigation and prosecution of trafficking crimes.
The government continued negligible efforts to prevent trafficking. The National Aliens Committee – tasked in 2015 to address trafficking issues in the country – met three times during the reporting period, but did not undertake any notable anti-trafficking efforts. The government did not have a national action plan to combat trafficking and trafficking awareness remained low among government officials and the public. The government continued its annual campaign against sexual exploitation, designed to raise awareness among vulnerable groups and how to identify, prevent, and report gender-based violence crimes, including trafficking. Authorities failed to make efforts to prevent or address the labor exploitation of South Sudanese nationals working abroad or foreign nationals within South Sudan. The government made no discernible efforts to reduce the demand for forced labor or commercial sex acts during the reporting period. The government did not provide anti-trafficking training for its diplomatic personnel. South Sudan is not a party to the 2000 UN TIP Protocol.
Child rights coalition recommends,
· Use the 2008 Child Act to investigate, prosecute, and convict military officials allegedly complicit in the recruitment, use, and sexual exploitation of children; investigate and prosecute suspected trafficking offenses, and convict and punish traffickers, including complicit government officials.
· Establish and implement procedures to prevent penalization of trafficking victims for crimes committed as a direct result of being subjected to trafficking.
· Train law enforcement and judicial officials to recognize trafficking victims, particularly among vulnerable groups such as children, individuals in prostitution, and internally displaced persons.
· Develop an inventory of service providers and train government officials on procedures to refer victims to these entities to receive care.
· Conduct a public awareness campaign to educate the public on all forms of human trafficking 
· Develop and implement a national anti-trafficking strategy that incorporates government ministries, law enforcement, NGOs, and civil society actors. 
· Improve data collection efforts; pass a civil registry bill to provide a framework for the government to register births, adoptions, name changes, marriages, and deaths in South Sudan; and accede to the 2000 UN TIP Protocol.
Children in conflict with the law and child victims and witnesses of crime 
According to the South Sudan child act in line with UNCRC principles a child in conflict with the law is defined as any person under 18 years who comes into contact with the justice system as a result of being suspected or accused of committing an offence. In some cases, children who engage in criminal behavior have been used or coerced by adults. Most children in conflict with the law have committed minor crimes, some of which are not considered criminal when committed by adults. Children are arrested and detained by police and sent to institutions, including prisons, under systems of justice which in many cases are set up for adults.  
Very often when a child comes into conflict with the law it represents a fundamental failure to fulfil that child’s rights to adequate care and protection at an earlier point in their lives. Large numbers of children in conflict with the law are socio-economic victims, denied their rights to education, health, shelter, care and protection. Many of them have had little or no access to education. Many are working children and some have left their homes and taken to the streets to escape from violence and abuse at the hands of their families. Once having entered the justice system children are often held in detention for long periods awaiting trial without children’s best interests at their core. This makes them vulnerable to further violence and abuse.
Children are still being held in adult prisons at State-level.  In the prisons situated in Torit and other states, children are in detention sometime others can be freed without trial for crime committed or accused.  Although the prisons administration is fully aware of the need to hold children separately from adult inmates, some children continue to be imprisoned with adults owing primarily to lack of resources.  When this occurs, efforts are made as far as practicable to hold children in separate buildings and cells.  There is a lack of rehabilitation and reintegration programmes for children in detention and challenges include a high level of illiteracy amongst prison employees and lack of provision of probation and community services.

Child Right Coalition Recommendations: 
· Government should avail services that the people have access to justice and fair treatment. 
· Government to provide training, in particular legal and psychological training, for the persons who work for children in conflict with the law. 
· Government to initiate and develop specific training programs for its law enforcement personnel, including prosecutors, investigating magistrates and customs personnel, and other personnel charged with the prevention, detection and control of children in conflict with the law. 
· Ensure adequate training, sensitivity and education of police, criminal justice officials, practitioners and professionals involved in the criminal justice system regarding all relevant child rights instruments.
· Juvenile justice services to be systematically developed and coordinated with a view to improving and sustaining the competence of personnel involved in the services, including their methods, approaches and attitudes.  
· Government to provide professional education, in-service training, refresher courses and other appropriate modes of instruction to be utilized to establish and maintain the necessary professional competence of all personnel dealing with juvenile cases.
· Support and finance training programs for police and other law enforcement officials, judges and magistrates, prosecutors, lawyers, administrators, prison officers and other professionals working in institutions where children are deprived of their liberty, health personnel, social workers, peacekeepers and other professionals concerned with juvenile justice. 
· Government takes into account and ensures that children have an opportunity fair treatment and meet the needs of children in custody disputes.
Children in armed conflict 
Government forces use children to fight and perpetrate violence against other children and civilians, or to serve as scouts, escorts, cooks, and cleaners, or to carry heavy loads while on the move. According to the Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in South Sudan, signed by the warring parties in August 2015, SPLA and the SPLA in Opposition (SPLA-IO) committed to the immediate and unconditional release of child soldiers under their command or influence, to be carried out by international organizations. However, throughout the reporting period both groups continued to retain, recruit, and use child soldiers, including on the front-line, and evidence persists of the re-recruitment of numerous children and despite the unlawful recruitment government has never held an offender criminally or administratively accountable for these crimes. Child soldiers are also present within groups affiliated with the opposition; international observers verified instances in several of the country's legacy states, including Western Equatoria, Upper Nile, Jonglei, Warrap, Central Equatoria, and Northern Bahr el Ghazal. During the reporting period, international observers noted an increase in the reported use of girls in both governmental and non-governmental opposition armed groups. Despite the lack of significant effort, the government took some steps in cooperating with the National Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration Commission (NDDRC) and an international organization to release 311 child soldiers, and passing the 2017 Labor Law, which reportedly will expand the forms of trafficking criminalized in the country. However, the government continued to unlawfully recruit and use child soldiers, at times by force; did not fully implement its existing action plan to demobilize child soldiers; and did not hold any members of the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) criminally accountable for these unlawful acts Although senior SPLA representatives acknowledged the military's recruitment of children into its ranks, forces continued to actively recruit child soldiers, at times by force, and did not implement its existing action plan to demobilize currently identified child soldiers. Formal enlistment procedures required an age assessment (many South Sudanese people do not have birth certificates); however, implementation was lacking due to poor command and control and ongoing conflict throughout the country.
In addition, Government forces and rebel groups continued to forcibly recruit children. The UN secretary-general’s 2019 report on children in armed conflict documented how 25 children in 2018 were forced into armed groups, with 7 killed or maimed and 7 raped. Meanwhile authorities released over 950 children from an armed group in Yambio between February 2018 and August 2018. In February 2019, 119 children were released from an armed group. 
Child rights coalition recommends,
· Cease all unlawful recruitment and use of children younger than 18 years of age by the SPLA and its associated militias; pursuant to article 1.10 of the Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in South Sudan.
· Immediately release child soldiers under the command or influence of the SPLA and affiliated militias and, in partnership with international organizations, transfer them to 
· Provide financial support to the SPLA's Directorate of Child Protection to facilitate efforts to identify perpetrators and refer cases to civilian courts. 
· Appropriate civilian rehabilitation and reintegration programs. 



Child rights coalition all recommendations

· That government of South Sudan should fairly allocate annual budget or increase public spending on children’s programme especially health and education in line with Article 4 of the UNCRC 
· Lobby for the establishment of independent child commission
· Support capacity building and provide funds for awareness creation and education to increase visibility of the Convention on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.
· Government of South Sudan to ratify ACRWC and 3 optional protocols to the CRC 
· Coalition to lobby with government to formulate policies on the rights of children with disabilities.
· Raise awareness campaign on child rights documents such UNCRC, ACRWC and South Sudan child act 2008
· Community members, parents/legal caregivers and teachers need to be given enough awareness on child rights to equally treats children with love and care and not discriminate them.
· Inclusion of all children in decision making
· Children are protected against all forms of violence even in times of war.
· Put political pressure on government to protect children caught in armed conflict as well as to provide effective remedies to victims of human rights violations.
·  The government must protect the children in the conflict affected areas and provide them with basic services that can suit their needs 
· Home base care for children with disabilities

· Provide and support child led group in child rights participation
· Government and development partners who are child rights actors build the capacity of community based structures to be able to incorporate children views in decision making.

· Children’s Parliament to be activated in line with the recommendation of African Committee on the Rights and Welfare of the Children.
· Government to ratify and domesticate the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child as complementary to the UNCRC in matters that are peculiar to African context such as child marriage and juvenile justice.
· Community leaders and government officials to allow and accommodate children views in discussions that matters to them in communities, child protection and policy formulation so that their opinions are reflected in laws. Include children on issues concerning them to participate directly by themselves 
· Government of South Sudan should protect children in armed conflict, provide education and bring sustainable peace to South Sudan.

· Government to introduce teenager hotline protection and regulates entry of children into hotel or lodge 
· Government to compulsory enforce the application of Child Act 2008 to the law enforcement agencies e.g. Police, Prison, and Judiciary
· Establishment of radio network at grass root level and distribution of radio set for children including prerecorded voices. 
· Provides guideline for parents to help children determine religion of their own choice 

· Make legislation that prohibits child marriage and set marriageable age in line with international practice such as UNCRC and South Sudan Child Act, 2008.
· Tracing and reunification of abducted and separated children with their parents and guardians.
· Carryout psycho social support for the victims of violence 
· Establish and support orphanage centers in conflict affected areas.
· The Government of South Sudan needs to prioritize prevention of violence through promotion of non-violent values and awareness-raising which ensure the participation of children and creates accessible and child friendly spaces, strong reporting systems and services.
· Government institutions, private actors, communities and families as well as children need to be trained and aware of South Sudan Child Act 2008 to denounce violence against children and be held accountable in case of breached. The child Act prohibited all form of violence in any place, anytime and by any person  
· Government to implement Child Act 2008 through training and awareness at grass root

· Government to empower local communities and local authorities at grass root level on child rights and protection by training social workers and local leaders.
· Establishment of sexual abuse reporting and case management centres at all levels  
· Better improvement of more and available health services for SGBV survivors. 
· Empowerment of SPUs and more addition 	
· Increase advocacy and coordination mechanism at grass root level 
· Lobby with the Ministry of Gender, Child and Social Welfare to push Council of Ministers for a drafted National Policy on the Protection and Care of Children without appropriate parental care and plans of actions to be made a law protecting children in South Sudan 
· Government should propose programs and conduct researches which should inform policy and support families and children in order to avoid run away from home.
· Government to hold parents and caregivers accountable when they fail to fulfil children’s needs (Children without proper care).
· There is a need to review customs and enact in the constitution to protect the rights of children in the country regardless of their physical status.
· Parents and guardians to provide school uniform to school children and WASH facilities in schools. 
· Government’s should support members of the families of disable children and address disability discrimination issues as a priority for their health and care.
· Government to introduce Inclusive Education in South Sudan curriculum
· Government and International partners must intervene to take actions by providing “Special Education” for Children with Disabilities in South Sudan such that they also catch up at earlier age with able children and get a quality education that shall make them achieve a better life as others.
· Sensitization and advocacy on important of education (e.g. girls’ education) by government. 
·  Better payment for teachers  because currently grade 14 teachers only receive 300 SSP which is not equivalent to 50 USD
·  Increase the education budget. The current budget indicates only 2.1% of total annual budget for fiscal year 2019/2020 compare to security which is 31.8%.
· Government to implement the Policy of Free and Compulsory Education in Primary School and improved the salary structures and standard of living for teachers and develop policy or punish parents and caregivers who do not send their children to school.
· Government to introduce unified curriculum in South Sudan

· Government to provide security, support and reintegrate IDPs back to their previous homes
· Establish draining system to stop flooding in Upper Nile and Bhar el Ghazal regions
· Government to open its own protection of civilians sites (POCs) in emergencies instead of relying on UNMISS interventions 
· Provision of quality, accessible and free education to displaced children
·  Provision of full equipped temporary accommodation housing and proper WASH facilities 
· The Government takes in account and to ensure that children have an opportunity to express their views and receive fair treatment and meet the needs of children in custody disputes.
· Ministry of Labour, Public Service and Human Resource Development conduct investigation to provide the following information
· The number and percentage of children below the minimum legal age of employment who are involved in child labour, as defined by International Labour Organization Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138) and Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182), disaggregated by type of employment
· The number and percentage of such children with access to recovery and reintegration assistance, including free basic education and vocational training
· Provide psycho social support for all these children at work voluntarily or forcibly 
· Provision of care and materials support as well as enrolments in school
· Use the 2008 Child Act to investigate, prosecute, and convict military officials allegedly complicit in the recruitment, use, and sexual exploitation of children; investigate and prosecute suspected trafficking offenses, and convict and punish traffickers, including complicit government officials.
· Establish and implement procedures to prevent penalization of trafficking victims for crimes committed as a direct result of being subjected to trafficking.
· Train law enforcement and judicial officials to recognize trafficking victims, particularly among vulnerable groups such as children, individuals in prostitution, and internally displaced persons.
· Develop an inventory of service providers and train government officials on procedures to refer victims to these entities to receive care.
· Conduct a public awareness campaign to educate the public on all forms of human trafficking 
· Develop and implement a national anti-trafficking strategy that incorporates government ministries, law enforcement, NGOs, and civil society actors. 
· Improve data collection efforts; pass a civil registry bill to provide a framework for the government to register births, adoptions, name changes, marriages, and deaths in South Sudan; and accede to the 2000 UN TIP Protocol
· Access to justice and fair treatment.  
· Government to provide training, in particular legal and psychological training, for the persons who work for children in conflict with the law. 
· Government to initiate and develop specific training programmes for its law enforcement personnel, including prosecutors, investigating magistrates and customs personnel, and other personnel charged with the prevention, detection and control of children in conflict with the law. 
· Ensure adequate training, sensitivity and education of police, criminal justice officials, practitioners and professionals involved in the criminal justice system regarding all relevant child rights instruments.
· Juvenile justice services to be systematically developed and coordinated with a view to improving and sustaining the competence of personnel involved in the services, including their methods, approaches and attitudes.  
· Government to provide professional education, in-service training, refresher courses and other appropriate modes of instruction to be utilized to establish and maintain the necessary professional competence of all personnel dealing with juvenile cases.
· Support and finance training programmes for police and other law enforcement officials, judges and magistrates, prosecutors, lawyers, administrators, prison officers and other professionals working in institutions where children are deprived of their liberty, health personnel, social workers, peacekeepers and other professionals concerned with juvenile justice. 
· Cease all unlawful recruitment and use of children younger than 18 years of age by the SPLA and its associated militias; pursuant to article 1.10 of the Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in South Sudan.
· Immediately release child soldiers under the command or influence of the SPLA and affiliated militias and, in partnership with international organizations, transfer them to 
· Provide financial support to the SPLA's Directorate of Child Protection to facilitate efforts to identify perpetrators and refer cases to civilian courts. 
· Appropriate civilian rehabilitation and reintegration programs. 
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