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Madam Chair, 
Honorable Committee Members, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Asalaam Alaikum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakatu and Good Afternoon.
It is an honour for me to be here with you today at this momentous session. We are here under the auspices of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, a cornerstone of human rights that binds us in our collective pursuit of dignity, freedom, and justice for all.
Somalia, like many nations represented here, has embarked on a profound and transformative journey guided by the principles enshrined in the Covenant. Somalia is committed to ensuring that the rights and liberties of its people are not only safeguarded but actively promoted and realized. Today, as we gather to present our progress report under Article 40 of the Covenant, it is with immense pride that I share with you the strides we have made, the challenges we have encountered, and our unwavering resolve to advance the promotion and protection of human rights in Somalia.
Somalia’s journey towards a more just and rights-respecting society is marked with a comprehensive reform of our legislative framework, recognizing the fundamental importance of robust legal mechanisms in protecting civil and political rights.
We embarked on a series of reforms aimed at strengthening the legal foundation upon which our human rights commitments rest. Key among these reforms was the overhaul of the Penal Code, a cornerstone of our legal system. Through rigorous review and consultations, we identified areas in need of enhancement and introduced amendments to ensure greater human rights protection for our citizens particularly the vulnerable and marginalized communities. 
Additionally, we spearheaded the passage of critical pieces of legislation, including the Sexual & Indecency Offenses Bill, the Juvenile Justice Bill, the National Disability Bill, and the Child Rights Bill. These legislative milestones represent not only a reaffirmation of our commitment to human rights but also a tangible step towards creating a more just and equitable society for all Somalis.
Recognizing the dynamic nature of our legal landscape, we have taken proactive measures to ensure its continuous improvement and adaptation to evolving human rights standards. In line with this vision, we are on the verge of establishing a Law Reform Commission tasked with the comprehensive review and update of existing legislation. The establishment of this commission underscores our commitment to the ongoing enhancement of our legal statutes, thereby reinforcing the protection and promotion of civil and political rights in Somalia.
In our pursuit of a rights-based society, we recognize the indispensable role of legislation in safeguarding fundamental freedoms and ensuring accountability. In this vein, we are proud to announce the enactment of several key pieces of legislation aimed at strengthening the protection of civil and political rights. 
The passage of the National Intelligence and Security Agency Acts, the Counter Terrorism Act, and the Auditor General Act represents a significant milestone in our legislative journey. These enactments not only bolster our national security apparatus but also underscore our commitment to upholding the rule of law and protecting the rights of all citizens, regardless of their background or circumstances.
Somalia is cognizant of the need for continued vigilance and proactive lawmaking to address emerging challenges and gaps in our legal framework. In this regard, Somalia has identified several crucial draft acts that are currently awaiting Cabinet adoption. These include the Whistleblower and Witness Protection draft act and an amendment to the 1974 Prison Law, among others. These draft acts, once adopted, will further align Somalia's legal framework with international human rights standards, ensuring that our laws reflect the values enshrined in the ICCPR and other relevant human rights instruments.
Somalia is firmly committed to its obligations under international law, including the ratification of key conventions aimed at combating transnational crimes and promoting human rights. In this regard, Somalia is pleased to announce that it is in the final stages of ratifying important conventions against transnational crimes, including those related to human trafficking, migrant smuggling, and illicit arms trafficking. These conventions represent a vital tool in our efforts to combat organized crime and protect the rights and dignity of all individuals, both within Somalia and beyond our borders.
As part of our broader strategy to strengthen human rights protections in Somalia, significant strides have been made in the development and operationalization of key institutions tasked with promoting and safeguarding civil and political rights. Among these is the operationalization of the Judicial Training Institute, which plays a critical role in enhancing the capacity and professionalism of our judiciary. 
Additionally, the establishment of Tubsan, the National Centre for Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism, reflects our commitment to addressing the root causes of extremism and promoting a culture of tolerance, peace and inclusivity in Somali society.
Recognizing the importance of a coordinated and multi-sectoral approach to human rights promotion and protection, we have also established an inter-ministerial Human Rights Coordination Unit in partnership with the Office of the Prime Minister. This unit serves as a focal point for coordinating government efforts to mainstream human rights across various sectors and ensuring coherence and consistency in our human rights policies and initiatives.
The liberation of five major regions from terrorist groups represents a significant milestone in our ongoing efforts to restore peace, stability, and security in Somalia. Through concerted military operations and comprehensive stabilization efforts, the gallant Somali National Army (SNA) has successfully liberated these regions from the grip of terrorism and extremism, paving the way for the provision of essential services and the restoration of normalcy to affected communities and the enjoyment of human rights denied under the terrorist. 
In recognition of the unique challenges facing the Northern regions of Somalia, we have appointed a Special Envoy for Somaliland Affairs tasked with revitalizing talks and addressing longstanding issues with authorities in those regions. This appointment reflects our commitment to fostering dialogue, reconciliation, and national unity, thereby laying the groundwork for lasting peace and stability in Somalia.
Somalia is firmly committed to ensuring that its domestic legal framework is aligned with international human rights standards and obligations. To this end, we have instituted a thorough process for the incorporation of international conventions into domestic law, ensuring compatibility with the principles of Sharia and the national constitution. This process underscores our commitment to upholding the rule of law and promoting respect for human rights at all levels of society.
Transparency, accountability, and the fight against corruption are at the heart of our efforts to uphold the Covenant. We have taken bold steps to prosecute state officials involved in corrupt practices and to manage our natural resources with the utmost integrity, ensuring that the wealth of Somalia benefits all its people.
In our unwavering commitment to justice and the fight against impunity, we have taken significant measures to address past human rights violations. Through legal and institutional reforms, we are ensuring that those responsible for abuses are held accountable, and that the survivors of such abuses are identified and adequately supported.
Equality and non-discrimination form the cornerstone of our actions. The National Women Charter is not just a policy document but a testament to our resolve to ensure equality between men and women and to promote women's representation in all spheres of public life.
Our dedication extends to combating sexual violence and harmful practices, with the National Action Plan on Ending Sexual Violence in Conflict serving as key tool in our arsenal against these challenges. We are also taking concrete steps to reduce maternal and infant mortality, reflecting our commitment to the right to life and health.
The death penalty, a contentious issue, is approached with the gravity it deserves. Our legal provisions are under constant review to ensure that the application of the death penalty is in line with international human rights standards and the extensive due diligence as required by our national laws.
The protection of civilians, especially in the context of counter-terrorism and the use of force by police, is a priority for our government. Our legal framework ensures that the use of force is always proportional and in compliance with International Humanitarian Law and human rights obligations. Mechanisms are in place to protect civilians and uphold the right to life.
The rights of persons with disabilities, refugees, asylum seekers, and internally displaced persons are integral to our human rights agenda. We have established guidelines and structures to support and protect the most vulnerable, reflecting our commitment to the principles of non-discrimination and equality.
Freedom of expression and assembly are vital for a vibrant democracy. Our legal and regulatory frameworks protect journalists and ensure that the rights to freedom of expression and assembly are respected and promoted.
The rights of the child, participation in public affairs, and the electoral process are areas where we have made significant progress. Measures to prevent child recruitment, protect children's rights, and ensure the participation of all citizens in the electoral process are indicative of our commitment to inclusive governance and the protection of civil and political rights.
In conclusion, Somalia has made progress though challenges remain. Our journey is far from over, but with the continued support of the international community and our unwavering commitment to the principles of the ICCPR, we are confident that we will overcome these challenges and build a future where the rights and freedoms of all Somalis are protected and cherished. 
Thank you.
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