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Palais Wilson
Chairperson,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a pleasure to be here with you at the opening of your 118th session, your third session in this important anniversary year.  Once again, during this session, there will be a celebratory event to mark the 50th anniversary of the Covenants, this time in the form of a commemorative event in the General Assembly this Wednesday.  I am pleased that the Chair will represent the Covenant and the Committee at this event.

You have a busy session ahead with seven State party reports, four of which will be examined in chambers, twenty-five communications and the draft general comment on the right to life, among many other activities.  I will therefore be brief and update you on three issues of interest to your work.
First of all, I would like to refer to the first biennial report of the Secretary-General on the status of the treaty body system under resolution 68/268. Mr. Salama has already shared this report with you, in which you will have noted the Secretary General’s view that the implementation of resolution 68/268 is "globally positive, reaffirming the importance and relevance of the treaty body system for the protection and promotion of human rights..."  
The Secretary General also suggests that further progress can be achieved, particularly in the harmonization of working methods across the treaty bodies. You will not be surprised to have seen in this report the number of areas for which additional resources are needed.  We currently have insufficient human resources to assist you under the Optional Protocol and even less to assist you in your follow-up procedures. This remains a constant frustration for us all. 

The report further highlights the importance of UN webcasting for the visibility of the treaty body system.  At this session, your public meetings will be webcast for the first time by the UN. For several years this service was provided by the good will of the CCPR Centre to whom we are all most grateful. The pilot project currently running the webcast is funded from extra-budgetary resources. If the webcasting is to continue beyond June 2017, funding should be allocated for this purpose by the General Assembly.
As the Third Committee of the General Assembly is currently meeting to discuss human rights questions, I hope to be in a position to update you on progress on the Secretary-General’s report later this session.

In other recent developments, the 33rd session of the Human Rights Council created a special procedure mandate on protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity and at the last session, Mr. Vitit Muntarbhorn, from Thailand, was appointed as the first Independent Expert. I believe that this is an area in which your work and the work of the new special rapporteur could be mutually reinforcing. 
For example, you already address the issue of discrimination linked to sexual orientation and gender identity in your general comments and concluding observations. Continuing to highlight steps that individual States should take to comply with their obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights will greatly assist the new mandate-holder. In turn, his work on the ground can feed into your reporting process.
The other area I would like to address is the 2030 Agenda.  Mr. Salama recently wrote to the Chairs of all Committees encouraging them to consider how they can link the work of treaty bodies with the Agenda.  For this Committee, there is a clear overlap between implementation of the Covenant and implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 16 - creating peaceful and inclusive societies, access to justice for all and strong institutions.  Specific targets under goal 16 linked to promoting fundamental freedoms, and countering violence and torture are even more explicit references to the Covenant.  Connecting your work under the reporting procedure to implementation of SDG 16 will help to strengthen accountability under the 2030 Agenda while at the same time raise the profile of your important work with an even broader audience.  I hope that you can find time in your busy session to consider ways to optimize this link.
Distinguished members
I would like to pay tribute to those members who will be leaving the Committee at the end of this session: Mr. Bouzid; Sir Nigel Rodley; Mr Rodriguez-Rescia; Mr. Seetulsingh; Mr. Vardzelashvili and Mr. Salvioli. Members and friends, you have all left an indelible mark on the Committee and on the development of international human rights law.  We are proud of your achievements and I have no doubt that you will continue to build on these achievements with your ongoing contributions to human rights. On behalf of the Secretariat, I wish you luck in your new pursuits and hope that your time here has enriched your personal and professional lives.
I thank you for your attention and wish you a most successful session.
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