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ITALY’S FOLLOW-UP 

We are in a position to provide the following information.  

(Source: Labour and Social Policies Ministry) The economic support measures provided in 2020 allowed 1 million individuals (in about 500 thousand households) to be out of absolute poverty. Such individuals, in the absence of benefits, would have had consumption expenditures below their poverty line (Rapporto_Annuale_2022.pdf (istat.it),Tab. 4.9 e 4.10). There was also a positive effect on poverty intensity, which, in the absence of subsidies, would have been as much as 10 percentage points higher, reaching 28.8% (compared with 18.7 observed). This effect is due to the advantage of families who, as a result of the subsidy, have definitely lowered their poverty intensity. Last year's reduction in poverty was largely due to the growth in the spending level of the poorest households, which occurred in conjunction with the introduction of the new support program for families in economic hardship -the Citizenship Income- which replaced the Inclusion Income in the second half of the year and affected more than one million families. The improvement was larger in the South where the incidence of absolute poverty among households fell from 10.0% in 2018 to 8.6%. In the absence of the Reddito di cittadinanza in 2020, the average equivalised income of households receiving the RDC would have decreased by 35% compared to 2019 and before COVID crisis (Rapportoannuale2020.pdf (istat.it)). The requirement for access to the Reddito di Cittadinanza related to 10 years of residence, the last 2 of which must be continuous, is understood in terms of actual residence, thus also allowing homeless people who have suffered registry cancellations due to untraceability to access the benefit, if through objective findings their presence in the territory can be demonstrated.

Accessibility on the issue of Migrants and ethnic minorities - National Action plan for the implementation of the Child Guarantee (NAP), ACTION 1 – Access to the anti-poverty measure also for families from a migrant background, reducing the period of residence in Italy necessary to receive Citizenship Income through a legislative, operational, and administrative intervention. In this regard, based on a hypothetical reduction set at 5 years, taking as a reference the total expenditure envisaged in current legislation for 2021 of €8.798 billion, there is an increase of 3.4% – €276 million – which brings the total cost to €9.097 billion. This cost does not consider the reduced amount disbursed in relation to the introduction of the Single and Universal Allowance, considering that the total starting cost would be €8.143 billion. In 2022, presentation of the regulatory amendment to Budget Law 2023, for an additional cost of €276 million. Measure in operation from 2023(https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1428&langId=en file://acxsmbfs.ac.mlps.adm/Redirected$/sboscato/Downloads/idi_NAP_eng_corretto%20IT%20(3).pdf. Child Guarantee, National Action plan, p. 30). ACTION 3 - Promote access to benefits and services for ethnic minorities, in particular Roma, Sinti and Travelers, by strengthening the Take-up mechanism for full access to universal measures to combat poverty through awareness-raising measures carried out at school and directly in formal or spontaneous settings. Enhancement action from 2022, as programmed in the 2021-2027 Inclusion PN. 2021-2027 Inclusion PN expected resources of €18 million (Child Guarantee, National Action Plan, p. 30).
 
The Italian pension system is a public, mandatory PAYG (Pay As You Go) scheme,covering the whole resident population. After a transitional phase, the same rules apply to all participants, with the exceptions of minor pension schemes. Such general rules envisage: i) the adoption of the Notional Defined Contribution (NDC) scheme, with periodic revisions of the implicit accrual rates, ii) the eligibility requirements for old-age and early retirement both linked to changes in life expectancy and iii) the indexation of pensions to price inflation. Following Law 214/2011, only one social security institute (Istituto Nazionale di Previdenza Sociale - INPS) manages all public pensions schemes, for the private and public sectors, with the exception of professionals’ funds (the “minor pension schemes” mentioned above, which account for about 4% of the insured to the public pension system and 2.2% of the total public pension expenditure). The legal-institutional framework of the Italian pension system has been greatly reformed since 1992. The measures that have contributed most to improving the financial sustainability, already embodied in the 2012 and 2015, and 2018 AWG pension projections, may be summarized as follows: the elimination of indexation to real wages (Law 503/1992); the introduction of the NDC method and the periodic update of the transformation coefficients (accrual rate) to changes in mortality rates (Law 335/1995 and Law 247/2007); the tightening of the eligibility requirements for old-age, early, and social assistance pensions (Law 503/1992, Law 335/1995, Law 449/1997, Law 243/2004, as modified by Law 247/2007, Law 214/2011); the alignment of the statutory retirement age of women to that of men, thus eliminating the previous 5-year gap (Law 122/2010, Law 214/2011); the indexation of the eligibility requirements to changes in life expectancy for old-age, early, and social assistance pensions (Decree Law 78/2010 and Law 214/1995). With particular attention to the low income elderly, the Italian pension system provides a safety net, regardless of contributions. The safety net consists of two kind of social assistance benefits: the old-age allowance (5,825 euro per year, in 2016 increased to 5,953 euro in 2019) and social assistance additional sums (hereafter ‘social additional sums’ - maggiorazioni sociali). Both are means-tested and subject to a minimum age requirement of 65 years and 7 months in 2016, increased by 1 year in 2018 to align it with SRA requirements, and linked to changes in life expectancy. In 2023, pension coefficients will be increased for the first time due to the reduction in life expectancy resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. New measures introduced by Law 26/2019 foresee: i) a new, experimental and temporary, early retirement channel for workers who reach at least the age of 62 and a minimum contribution requirement of 38 years in the period 2019-2021 (so-called Quota 100, afterwards “Quota 102”); ii) for the existing early retirement scheme based only on accrued contributions and not on age, the minimum contributory period is kept constant to the level of 2018 (42 years and 10 months for men and 41 years and 10 months for women) and unlinked from gains in life expectancy during the year 2019-2026; iii) for workers so-called ‘precocious’ who have gained at least 1 year of actual work before the age of 19 in specific categories or in disadvantageous conditions, early retirement based only on accrued contributions regardless of age is possible once the minimum contribution requirement of 41 years has been attained. During the period 2019-2026, such requirement is also unlinked from gains in life expectancy; iv) the so-called Opzione Donna, i.e. the experimental regime allowing female workers aged at least 58 and having 35 years of social security contributions to retire early, was extended also to 2019. The Government intends to include in the Budget Law for 2023 the extension of the following measures: APE Sociale (the meaning of "APE" is "Retirement Advance"); Opzione donna (Women's option), Quota 102. For more info see INPS website: https://www.inps.it/inps-comunica/diritti-e-obblighi-in-materia-di-sicurezza-sociale-nell-unione-europea/for-the-citizens/retirement-benefits. 

The collective contract for domestic workers and caregivers establishes duties, working hours, vacations, pay and all other rights and duties of the profession. It equates Italian and non-Italian workers by providing for specific exceptions in favor of the latter, for example, the possibility for a worker of non-Italian citizenship who needs to enjoy a longer vacation period than the one provided above and aimed at non-definitive repatriation, at his/ her request, may agree with the employer to accumulate the annual period over a maximum of two years (https://www.cnel.it/Archivio-Contratti/Minimi-retributivi). 

As for Single Allowance, Family Act and Family Plan, please refer to the Statistical relevant INPS Observatory: https://www.inps.it/dati-ricerche-e-bilanci/osservatori-statistici-e-altre-statistiche/dati-cartacei-auu.  

(Source: Family Department and Equal Opportunity Department) At its meeting on Sept. 14, 2022, the Unified Conference agreed on the new National Plan for the Family, approved by the National Observatory (NO) on the Family, last August 2022. This Plan, replacing the previous one-2012, represents the new programmatic framework - in terms of priorities, objectives and actions - within Law No. 32 of 2022 (the so-called Family Act) framework, to implement key measures for family policies in Italy. The Plan has been built with a large participatory process along the national, regional and local dimensions, whose proactive and operational role is central to its best implementation as well as to its monitoring. Over the past two years, ad hoc NO’s working groups operated to this scope, webinars were held (July-September 2021), the Fourth National Conference on the Family was convened (Dec. 3-4, 2021) and two public consultations were carried out that provided additional input to the Plan (July 15-November 5, 2021 and July 5-19, 2022). This Plan results from the analysis and evaluation of all contributions received during the whole process and, at the most recent stage, from the Observatory's members and additional proposals made in the public consultation held from July 5-19, 2022. The general basic references is Law April 7, 2022, No. 32, delegating powers to the Government for the support and enhancement of the family - Family Act, the Universal Single Allowance, and other programming documents yet in place such as: the National Recovery and Resilience Plan, the 5th National Plan of Action and Interventions for the Protection of the Rights and Development of Children and Adolescents 2022-2023, the National Plan on the prevention and countering of abuse and child sexual exploitation, the European Child Guarantee System for Vulnerable Children, the National Plan of Interventions and Social Services 2021-2023, the National Strategy for Gender Equality, and the National Strategic Plan on Male Violence against Women 2021-2023. Specifically, the Plan is articulated following the family life cycle model, according to four macro areas, "growing adults," "generativity and parenting," "family dynamics," and “inter-generational vision." Specific actions have been formulated for each macro-area, differentiated between defined and ongoing actions - which refer to legislative measures already in place or activities already introduced in the aforementioned programmatic documents (plans, strategies or policy tools), and new actions to be implemented - which require new and additional legislative measures, new policies or interventions. For each action, several national, regional and local institutional actors as well as other concerned subjects are reported, as complemented by specific targets and any financial resources already available to translate the actions into practices (https://www.minori.gov.it/it/minori/piano-nazionale-la-famiglia). As for the last Strategy on the Fight against Violence Against Women and the First National Strategy on Gender Equality, please refer to the following: https://www.pariopportunita.gov.it/news/pari-opportunita-bonetti-presentata-la-strategia-nazionale-per-la-parita-di-genere-2021-2026/https://www.pariopportunita.gov.it/news/piano-strategico-nazionale-sulla-violenza-maschile-contro- le-donne-2021-2023/ 

(Source: UNAR) As for Roma, Sinti and Travellers population, it is possible to detect a transversality of the discriminatory phenomenon that affects all areas of daily life, from transport to the right to housing, to access to the world of work, to health, to the right to study, both in real life (off-line) and in virtual life (on-line). Consequently, it seems appropriate to state that anti-Gypsyism represents a crucial and transversal obstacle to the actual implementation of any strategic framework aimed at the inclusion of RST. For this reason, fight against anti-Gypsyism constitutes, is one of the priorities of UNAR (National Office on racial discrimination) in its current work, as well as, most importantly, the transversal pillar of the four axes declined in as many specific chapters of the new National Strategy on RST inclusion for the period 2021-2030. With regard to the different specific issues raised, different progresses may be underlined. For example, as noted in the new National Strategy and in the draft of the Advisory Committee of the Council of Europe on the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities and Statelessness (shared by the Ministry of the Interior, as focal point, in June 2022) there is a trend reduction of cases of de facto statelessness persons. In particular, in point 42, on the “Status of Rome, Sinti and Caminanti (Article 3)”. “approximately 60% of Roma, Sinti and Caminanti have Italian citizenship, whilst the rest are for most part Roma who came to Italy in the 1990s as war refugees from the former Yugoslavia, or EU citizens, in particular from Romania and Bulgaria. Some progress was made as regards the situation of de facto stateless Roma persons. According to the UNHCR, since 2016, the number decreased from 15 000 to 3 000, including 2 500 Roma from former Yugoslavia”. Additionally, recent data confirm the trend related to the progressive reduction of presences in the informal settlements/camps and a substantial reduction in the practice of evictions implemented without the compliance with standards and the provision of suitable alternative instruments as well as the tendency not to build new settlement.   Finally, in relation to the actions in the education sector, several activities are underway or planned (as foreseen by the new Strategy), such as the realization of a national background research on the level of inclusion of Roma and Sinti in the education system as well as a sample survey on a territorial basis on the level of early school leaving of RST pupils; actions on "families and school"; cultural and linguistic mediation activities; interventions on educational contents (as an opportunity to meet each other); promotion of positive actions that favour the permanence in the education system and, finally, the activities of capacity building of teachers and school staff. As for “general environment” in Italy vis-à-vis LGBTI persons, it should be mentioned the experience of the permanent consultation table for the protection of LGBTI people’s rights aimed at developing proposals and actions to counteract the discrimination and promote a climate of respect for the dignity of LGBTI + people and culture differences. It is an advisory body established by Decree of 13 May 2020 of the Minister for Equal Opportunities and the Family - who chairs it. and is composed by 66 LGBTI Associations (that responded formally to a so-called Notice of Expression of Interest). During the meetings of the Table in 2020-2022, on the basis of the proposals that emerged, the draft of National LGBT + Strategy has been elaborated. The strategy is divided into the following Axes priority: WORK and WELFARE; SAFETY; HEALTH; EDUCATION / TRAINING / SPORT; CULTURE / COMMUNICATION / MEDIA; DATA BASE / MONITORING / EVALUATION. 

(Source: Ministry of Interior) Broadcasting of radio and television programs in protected languages. As for aspects connected to minority language and culture dissemination, the signing of specific and recent agreements with RAI is absolutely of relevance. These agreements have enhanced the radio, television and multimedia offer, by involving the same minorities in the definition of the contents covered by the agreement. Minorities are also involved in the monitoring and implementation phases, as well as in the verification of the results. The following new agreements have been signed with effect from 30 October 2021, the contents of which present significant qualitative/quantitative improvements compared to the previous offer: 1. Convention for the French language in Valle d'Aosta; 2. Convention for the Slovenian and Italian language in Friuli Venezia Giulia; 3. Convention for the Friulian language in Friuli Venezia Giulia; 4. Convention for the Sardinian language in Sardinia. A response to the needs expressed by linguistic minorities consists in the provision of a separate convention for each of the linguistic minorities concerned. As part of each convention, the establishment of a special "Steering and Monitoring Committee" is envisaged, in response to what is expressly requested by the various regional communities. This Committee consists of Ministry of the Interior, RAI and Regions representatives, and aims to encourage the involvement of the Regions concerned during the implementation of the activities covered by the agreement. With regard to content, the new conventions provide for an increase in the overall offer, the enhancement of television broadcasts and, in perspective, the definition of a new way of using digital content on the web.

(Source: Ministry of Education) National Observatory for the Integration of Foreign Pupils and Intercultural Education. On March 17, 2022, the document “Intercultural Orientations. Ideas and proposals for the integration of pupils from migrant backgrounds ", was presented and sent to schools. The document was edited by the National Observatory for the Integration of Foreign Pupils and Intercultural Education of the Ministry of Education. The members of the Observatory are representatives of research institutes, associations and bodies of national importance engaged in the field of integration of foreign students and interculture, experts from the academic, cultural and social world and school managers. The consultative and propositional tasks of the new body - chaired by the Minister - concern, in particular, the "monitoring of the school integration process of foreign students", the "interinstitutional agreements for taking charge of the global project of life and integration of the students foreigners" and "methodological, didactic and disciplinary experimentation and innovation". Furthermore, the Observatory can express opinions and formulate proposals on regulatory and administrative initiatives within the competence of the Ministry of Education, University and Research. The Guidelines (Intercultural Orientations) constitute a point of reference for schools and Regional School Offices also for the definition of interventions and measures that will be made possible thanks to the resources allocated with the National Recovery and Resilience Plan, as regards, for example, overcoming the territorial gaps, continuous training and guidance (For more information, see the report on the integration of foreign students edited by the Central Statistical Office of the 
Ministry:https://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/0/NOTIZIARIO_Stranieri_2021+%281%29.pdf/150d451a-45d2-e26f-9512-338a98c7bb1e?version=1.0&t=1659103036663). 

Data on students with disabilities and Specific Learning Disorders (Dyslexia, Dyscalculia.Dysgraphia) enrolled at Italian universities. The Italian university system is among the most inclusive in the world. The percentage of students with disabilities is 1.8%, while that of students with SLD is 1.4%. Students with disabilities enrolled in the academic year 2019-20: 17.073, Students with SLD enrolled in the academic year 2019-20: 14.441 (For more information, see National Agency for the Evaluation of the University System (ANVUR):https://www.anvur.it/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/ANVUR-Rapporto-disabilita_WEB.pdf). 

As for school-based assessment, in Italy the Students with severe disabilities, for whom an Individual Educational Plan (IEP) has been prepared, can attend studies, regardless of the outcome of any negative assessments. Assessment of pupils with disabilities focuses on their behavior and on disciplines and activities included in their Individual Education Plan, taking into account their progress rather than results. The first cycle leaving exam can be made up of differentiated tests and may allow the use of specific didactic tools.  The upper-secondary education leaving exam can also be carried out with the help of special didactic tools. Pupils who followed a differentiated study plan and who have not obtained the final qualification receive a document stating: the course of study, subjects and length of time; the competences acquired; the relevant credits obtained in the final exam. Students with very severe disabilities are therefore entitled to obtain a "certificate" rather than a "diploma". This allows them to attend high school for up to 8 years. Currently, only the attendance of pupils with disabilities is recorded, not the achievement of the diploma or certificate. Recently, a completely computerized register has been prepared, where all the data on their school attendance and educational success will be gathered. Furthermore, pursuant to Legislative Decree 66/2017, a system for assessing the quality of school inclusion was also organized. This will allow in the coming years to collect very detailed data on every aspect of school inclusion.

(Source: Ministry of Health) In our view, there are correct and incorrect diets. Consistently with the High-Level Group on nutrition and physical activity, the MOH has come up with 2 documents aimed at regulating the promotion of baby food and sharing some nutrition quality improvement goals (reformulation). The documents are the result of a collaboration between the Ministry and the Food Industry Associations. The "Guidelines for commercial communication relating to food and beverages, protecting children and their proper nutrition" contains principles and recommendations governing commercial promotion activities, with the specific aim of protecting children against the risk of overweight and obesity. The document provides for monitoring by the Institute of Advertising Self-Regulation (IAP), already operating with its own general Code. The "Shared Objectives for Improving the Nutritional Characteristics (Reformulation) of Food Products, with particular attention to the Infant Population (3-12 Years)," takes stock of the current situation, indicating reformulation interventions carried out to date and highlighting possible opportunities and priorities for future action. A number of commodity areas are identified (cereal-sweet, soft drinks, dairy, and ice cream) for which the manufacturing sector has committed to a reduction in sugars, saturated and trans fats, salt, an increase in fiber content, reshaping of portions, and more information on the label. Data collection for 5 product categories (breakfast cereals, cookies, snacks, crackers, and ice cream) shows a marked improvement, compared to the recent past, in nutritional characteristics in terms of sugars, saturated fats, sodium, raising fiber, and downsizing calories per serving of ice cream and snacks.  Italy intends to strengthen actions and interventions to achieve the World Health Assembly goals and UN Decade for Nutrition’s (2016 - 2025) by developing a clear strategy with real development plans. Considering the indications from the 2nd International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2, 2014), Agenda 2030, UN Decade 2016-025, Milan Charter (2015) and Milan Urban Food Policy Pact, it is the intention of the MOH to create multi-stakeholder partnerships to improve interventions related to the fight against malnutrition, including obesity, by implementing a clear strategy with real development plans and multidisciplinary projects that can include the area of physical activity in addition to nutrition education aspects. At the same time, the work of the National Nutrition Observatory has been initiated Finally, it is necessary to implement initiatives aimed at reviving the Mediterranean Diet as an example of correctness and appropriateness: training, updating and exchange of experiences at the international level will be promoted. Italy's main objective is to foster decisive action to address relevant issues such as excess malnutrition, also taking into account the influence on them of economic policies and social inequalities. 

As for Law 40/2004, no initiative to revise Articles 13, 14 and 15 is under current consideration.

Additional data from Italian Institute of Statistics (ISTAT) is herewith annexed (Annex No.1).
  

To conclude, we take this opportunity to reiterate firm willingness to fully cooperate with UNCESCR Committee. 
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