


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
BRIEFING ON BENIN FOR THE 
COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
71st session, January 2016
From Dr Sharon Owen, Research and Information Coordinator, 
Global Initiative, sharon@endcorporalpunishment.org
This briefing provides an update on the prohibition of corporal punishment of children in Benin since the submission of our briefing for the List of Issues.  We are concerned that there has been some delay in promulgating the law prohibiting corporal punishment.
We hope the Committee, in its concluding observations on Benin’s third to fifth report, will:
· welcome the prohibition of all corporal punishment in the Children’s Code and recommend that the Code be promulgated as a matter of priority.



1 Prohibition of all corporal punishment in Benin
1.1 As noted in our briefing on the List of Issues for Benin, the new Children’s Code includes prohibition of corporal punishment of children in all settings. However, the recent examination of Benin by the Human Rights Committee suggests that the Code has not yet been promulgated.[footnoteRef:1] We hope the Committee on the Rights of the Child will raise this matter in its examination of Benin and urge promulgation of the Code as a matter of priority. [1:  23 November 2015, CCPR/C/BEN/CO/2, Concluding observations on second report, para. 35] 
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