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WRITTEN STATEMENT FROM ECPAT SWEDEN TO THE UN COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD. 92ND SESSION, SWEDEN’S SESSION 16-17 JANUARY 2023 

In light of recent events since the pre-session ECPAT Sweden submits the following statement to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.
  
During the autumn, public attention has been drawn to so-called expose accounts on different social media platforms where intimate images of primarily teenage girls are shared against their will. These accounts are often focused on a certain town or even school and the girls are often identified with their image, names, year of birth and social media usernames. For ECPAT Sweden, who runs the national child sexual abuse hotline, these accounts are not new, but the public attention has led to many more reports of them to the hotline. The phenomenon of expose accounts further underlines the need to reform the Swedish child pornography offence, raised by us in our report and in the pre-session. Because of the puberty criteria in chapter 16 section 10 a of the Swedish Criminal Code, the sharing and possession of these intimate images, sometimes depicting sexual acts, are not considered child pornography but a less serious offence (primarily unlawful breach of privacy, chapter 4 section 6 c of the Criminal Code). Because of this, when a child reports to the police that their nudes are shared on an expose account the report doesn’t go to the units specialized in online child sexual abuse and the case isn’t given the same priority as a child pornography case.
  
A related phenomenon is that primarily boys and young men buy and sell nudes of girls in the form of links to online storage services such as Dropbox. These files can contain thousands of images and videos of girls. This is organized and business-like. Because of the puberty criteria this isn’t considered to be a child pornography offence either.  We also see children selling their own intimate images to other children or to adults. Unless the offender has specifically asked the child in the image to commit some sort of sexual act and record it for the offender, it is also legally unclear if this is a crime at all, as our contacts in the police has expressed. 
In our survey and focus groups on expose accounts with children, they share the experience of society not taking this issue seriously and that it feels useless to report to the police because it won’t lead to anything.
  
Considering the above, ECPAT Sweden strongly urges the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child to ask the Swedish government:
 
· What steps have Sweden taken to abolish the puberty criteria in the child pornography offence, which is in breach of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child? 
· What steps will Sweden take to ensure that the children whose intimate images are shared against their will get the support they need to protect them from further trauma and harm? 
· What steps will Sweden take to prevent expose accounts and similar phenomena from happening in the first place? 
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