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The CWDF attaches great importance to the 9th periodic report submitted by China on the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). This shadow report makes observations and suggestions centering on the legal system, health, employment and education. 

I. Legal Progress Towards Women’s All-round Development and Advancement

We have taken note that China upholds the fundamental national policy of gender equality, and is committed to protecting the lawful rights and interests of women and children, establishing a policy system to boost birth rate and fostering stronger family ties, values and traditions. To this end, laws and regulations on protecting women’s rights and family rights have been introduced, promulgated and amended. 

II. Health Care and Family Planning Services for Gender Equality 

We have taken note that the China National Program for Women’s Development is implemented, and that China supports women’s charity organizations in their work to improve medical services in underdeveloped regions and protect women’s right to health. The CWDF’s Health Express for Mothers program offers women, children and households in underdeveloped regions ambulances and a wide range of health services including free diagnosis and counseling, health education, gynecological examination, transfer of pregnant and postpartum patients and training for community-level doctors. With the approval of the State Taxation Administration and the Ministry of Finance, our program enjoys the policy support of vehicle purchase tax exemption. By the end of 2022, 3,094 health expresses for mothers had been donated to community-level medical facilities in 30 provincial localities across China, benefiting a total of over 81.7 million people. This program plays a unique role in reducing the incidence of gynecological diseases, cutting the maternal, infant and child mortality rate and improving the quality of life for women in less privileged areas. 

We have taken note of a host of public interest policies that have delivered benefits to women. In 2009, regular screening for gynecological disease in rural areas was added to the list of national major public health programs. The National Health Commission (formerly Ministry of Health), the Ministry of Finance and the All-China Women’s Federation had since provided free breast cancer  and cervical cancer screening for rural women with specialized subsidies allocated by the central government. In 2019, free breast cancer and cervical cancer screening for rural women became a basic public health service. By 2020, it had been conducted over 200 million times in nearly 2,600 county-level localities across the country. To ease the financial stress of impoverished female patients, the Ministry of Finance since 2011 has helped impoverished rural mothers with breast and cervical cancers with central public welfare funds financed by lottery proceeds. Up till now, it has benefited 250,000 eligible women, effectively preventing them from falling into or back to poverty due to illness and boosting their confidence in treatment and life. Ongoing education campaign has hammered home the necessity of early detection, early diagnosis and early treatment and enhanced women’s sense and ability of protecting themselves against breast and cervical cancers.

III. Eliminating Gender Discrimination at Work and Ensuring Women’s Equal Rights 

China supports women’s charity organizations in their efforts to help women in need engage in farming and animal-breeding, agricultural products processing, handcraft, intangible cultural heritage inheritance and rural eco-tourism through financial support and empowerment training. With funding and resources from local governments, substantial progress has been made in increasing women’s income and boosting their employment and entrepreneurship. A case in point is our Revolving Loans for Mothers program which began in 1996. By the end of 2022, we had, with the support of local governments across China, provided financial support and empowerment training for over 525,000 women and helped 3.73 million people increase their income. 

We have taken note that China supports women’s charity organizations in their efforts to help people in distress, women in particular, gain equal access to employment. For instance, the “A-Idol Initiative” offers disadvantaged family members especially females entitled to subsistence allowances or with disability and single parents free training courses on labeling data and other AI-related skills in a bid to bring them relevant jobs. This initiative is backed by local governments which provide participating businesses in incubation with office facilities, equipment and policy support and help them with registration. By late 2022, digital job centers had been set up in 11 counties across Guizhou, Shaanxi and Shanxi and the training had covered 4,038 people. Among them, 3,067 had landed a job after earning the professional qualification. 1,204 of them had found stable employment (with women accounting for 72.5%). The average monthly income for those working for 3 months or more reached 3,648 RMB yuan. This has contributed to poverty alleviation and common prosperity. 

IV. Eliminating Discrimination Against Women in Rural China to See Them Participate in and Benefit from Rural Development 

We have taken note that China supports women’s charity organizations in their efforts to give rural women and families in Western China access to safe drinking water and ensure their equal participation in improving living and development conditions. Water, health and agriculture authorities support relevant programs and oversee the due application of funds. Thanks to their engagement, the CWDF’s Water Cellar for Mothers program keeps breaking new ground. 

This program focuses on women’s empowerment and participation in social-economic development, encourages women’s voice in family and public affairs and helps women become a key force driving rural development. By the end of 2022, 139,900 newly built water cellars as well as our centralized water supply project, drinking water safety on campus project, agricultural water-saving project, sewage treatment project and Green Countryside project had made safe drinking water, better living conditions and green agriculture available to 3.7 million people. 

The CWDF’s SDG Pilot Village project has been strongly supported by the government of Yunnan Province. Taking the project as an opportunity, the government has improved infrastructure including road works, water supply, electrification system and garbage and waste treatment, and carried out 34 other related projects with a total investment of 42.27 million RMB yuan. Local women have secured stable income by working in ecotourism, embroidery and hospitality industry. This project has advanced local progress in 12 SDGs, especially Goal 5 on achieving gender equality and empowering all women and girls. It is an example of how rural areas can deliver the SDGs. 

V. Discarding Gender bias and Stereotypes in Social Norms 

We have taken note that China supports women’s charity organizations in their efforts to carry out the Family Growth Plan and other social welfare programs on family education. To make up for the lack of family education, guiding courses on health, education, social skills and psychology have been developed. Trained volunteers provide counseling on family education for impoverished families and encourage parent engagement, communication and companionship. Such programs can go a long way in developing parenting skills, improving parent-child relationship and promoting family harmony. With great importance attached to these programs, county-level and township-level governments coordinate local resources and offer important support for household studies, room renovation and acceptance inspection. By the end of 2022, 2,257 households had benefited from such program and volunteers offered services for over 50,000 times. 

In addition, the Gear up, Mulan program, led and coordinated by county-level party committees and governments and carried out by local women’s federations, rural vitalization bureaus, health bureaus, medical insurance bureaus and education bureaus, offers poverty-stricken women in underdeveloped regions free education and medical insurance. By early February 2023, a total of 3,759,725 women in 49 counties across 17 provinces in China had benefited from the public welfare insurance and 74,995 female students had received 65,045,500 RMB yuan of education fund. 

Challenges and Suggestions

1. We are of the view that gender equality and women’s rights are reflected in laws and policies introduced by the Chinese government, yet there is room for further improvement. In particular, laws, regulations and policies promoting the charitable cause such as the Charity Law of the PRC should give gender greater consideration and focus more on the protection of women’s rights and interests. It is advisable to set up institutional guarantees to see that public welfare and charity programs truly deliver and contribute to gender equality and protection of women’s rights and interest. 

2. Women’s charity organizations in China play a unique role in realizing women’s rights and advancing their development, but inadequate human and financial resources keep them from reaching their full potential. It is recommended that central and local governments give greater financial and tax support to women’s charity work and encourage greater private and public attention and financial, communication, intellectual, human capital and technical support to women’s charity organizations by private businesses and the general public. 

3. With the rapid development of the public welfare and charitable cause in China, an enabling environment has been fostered. Notwithstanding, we suggest more work be done in encouraging public interest and communications and improve the overall environment for women’s charity work. Relevant exchanges should continue to be encouraged, and organizations and individuals who make outstanding contributions to promoting gender equality and the charitable cause should be commended, so that extensive public support and engagement become the order of the day. 
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