

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs][image: ][image: ]
Children's rights in Ethiopia
Committee on the Rights of the Child (98th preliminary session)
Background
Children's rights in Ethiopia are being violated daily. These violations can start at birth and prevent them from enjoying their identity in the country. In addition to killing, maiming, kidnapping, sexual violence, and recruitment into wars, all of these violations affect children living in conflict areas, who are subjected to horrific bombardment, which makes them face the risk of death in areas that are difficult for humanitarian aid providers to reach.
Elizka Relief Foundation presents this report, parallel to the State report of Ethiopia at the 98 Pre-Sessional Working Group of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, in which it briefly presents the efforts made by the Ethiopian government to achieve the purposes of the International Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratified in 1991, in addition to focusing on violations of children’s rights that continue to represent a challenge. The country suffers from exploitation, violence, and forced labor, which threatens the protection of children in the country. The report concludes with a set of recommendations that would reduce these violations. 
Conditions of children in Ethiopia
1. Child Homelessness
According to Ethiopia's ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the state is obligated under Article 20, which stipulates that a child who is temporarily or permanently deprived of his family environment or who is not allowed to remain in that environment has the right to special protection and assistance provided by the state. It also guarantees, in accordance with its national laws, alternative care for such a child. This care may include, inter alia, foster care, kafalah under Islamic law, adoption, or, where necessary, placement in appropriate child care institutions.
For two years between November 2020 and November 2022, northern Ethiopia witnessed a devastating conflict that led to widespread suffering, hardship and trauma among the civilian population, especially children, including unlawful killings and atrocities, horrific sexual and gender-based violence, and forced millions into displacement and destitution. Tens of thousands took refuge to neighboring Sudan, where some were forced to flee again after conflict broke out in that country in April 2023.
It is currently estimated that up to 600,000 children and youth are homeless due to extreme poverty, unemployment and family-related challenges. Up to 100,000 of these children and youth live in the capital, Addis Ababa. Once on the streets, these children and youth, especially girls, are at high risk of exploitation and abuse and most of them also fall victim to child labor and human trafficking. Homelessness can also have a detrimental impact on mental health, attitudes and behavior, and can lead to substance abuse, stigma and informal work to escape feelings of hunger, thirst and the trauma of loneliness.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  18,000 street children in Ethiopia supported by GOAL’s ChildSPACE programme over the last 10 years, but continued delivery of programme under significant financial pressure, goalglobal, July 3, 2023, https://bitly.ws/3ecy7 ] 

2. Child Education
Article 28 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child stipulates that States Parties recognize the child’s right to education, and in order to achieve the full realization of this right gradually and on the basis of equal opportunities, they shall, in particular, make primary education compulsory and available free of charge to all. In Ethiopia, there is no education law, instead, the country is governed by the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 1994, the Education and Training Policy 1994, and numerous declarations, guidelines and regulations (issued at both federal and regional levels)[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  The practice of inclusive education in Ethiopia, UNESDOC, 2020, https://bitly.ws/3ehhC ] 

Although Ethiopia has made some progress towards universal primary education with net school enrollment reaching 88.7% in the 2021/2022 academic year. However, of the children who enter school, many do not progress, with only 33.1% reaching secondary school. The quality of learning is also a major challenge, with 90% of 10-year-olds not knowing how to read or understand a simple sentence of text. In addition, children are much less likely to go to school, stay there, and perform well in rural areas. According to recent statistics, at least 13 million Ethiopian children (pre-primary, primary, and middle school) are out of school, half of whom are girls. An estimated 3.5 million additional children (primary and secondary) are at risk of dropping out, half of whom are girls.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Learning and development, UNICEF, https://bitly.ws/3eiSD ] 


3. Child labor
According to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 32 states that States Parties recognize the child’s right to be protected from economic exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be dangerous or to represent an obstruction to the child’s education, or to be harmful to the child’s health or physical, mental, or spiritual development, moral, or social. Ethiopia also ratified the ILO Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention 1999 (No. 182) in 2003. Its provisions have been codified into national law as part of Labor Proclamation No. 1156/2019.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Convention on the Rights of the Child, OHCHR, https://bitly.ws/XMmj ] 

However, children in Ethiopia are exposed to the worst forms of child labor. Child labor in Ethiopia is a multifaceted issue, intertwined with moral dilemmas and structural problems. The crux of the matter lies at the intersection between moral responsibility and structural violence, where societies view child labor differently. Some consider it a necessary means of survival amid economic hardship, while others see it as a clear violation of children's rights. Ethiopia isolates these young workers from their childhood, depriving them of the fun, education, and social interactions that should define this formative period. Furthermore, they are disconnected from their work and subjected to monotonous and physically demanding tasks, which perpetuates feelings of disconnection and helplessness.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Child Labour in Ethiopia: A Moral Imperative and Structural Challenge, borkena, November 10, 2023, https://bitly.ws/3egur ] 

4. Trafficking and sexual violence
Ethiopia is obligated under Article 34 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which stipulates that states parties undertake to protect children from all forms of sexual exploitation and abuse. It also ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography in 2014.
In Ethiopia, the Criminal Code criminalizes most forms of violence against girls, including physical violence within marriage or cohabitation (Article 564), female genital mutilation (Articles 565-6), trafficking in women (Article 597), and rape (Articles 620-28), prostitution (Article 634), and early marriage (Article 648). Criminal law prohibits abortion, except in cases of rape, danger to the life of the mother or fetus, severe incurable disease or congenital defect, the mother being mentally or physically unable to raise a child, or imminent danger that can only be remedied by termination of pregnancy.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  The Revised Criminal Code of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (2004), Cornell law school, https://bitly.ws/3ehzS ] 

Children in conflict-affected areas, such as the North Wollo region of Ethiopia, continue to be particularly vulnerable to trafficking, with children trafficked for the purposes of sexual exploitation. The greatest risk is exposure to prolonged periods of sexual violence, physical injury, sexually transmitted diseases, and multiple pregnancies for girls.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Children and youth lead the fight against child trafficking in Ethiopia, Child fund, 28 June 2023. https://bitly.ws/3ehnp ] 

Regarding early marriage, Ethiopia suffers from the highest rates of child, early and forced marriage. 40% of girls in Ethiopia (4 out of every 10 girls) are married before the age of 18[footnoteRef:8], and 14% are married before their 15th birthday. While 5% of children marry before the age of 18 years. The Amhara region has the highest rates of child marriage in Ethiopia, with about 45% of girls married before the age of 18.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  Preventing child marriage through active participation of children and young people, relief web, 27 Nov 2023. https://bitly.ws/3ehEp ]  [9:  Child marriage in Ethiopia, girls not brides http://tinyurl.com/2p9h2ypk ] 

On the other hand, Ethiopia currently still suffers from high rates of female genital mutilation. Strikingly, ending FGM is a national priority in Ethiopia, with an action plan to end the practice by 2030. It is noteworthy that Ethiopia has made progress in the past decade in reducing the prevalence of FGM among girls and women aged 15 And 49 years from 74 percent in 2005 to 65 percent in 2016. However, it still needs to redouble efforts to eliminate female genital mutilation at the national, societal and individual levels.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  UNFPA and UNICEF in Ethiopia underscore the need for increasing investment for survivors of female genital mutilation, relief web, 6 Feb 2024. https://bitly.ws/3ehKD ] 

In the end, Elizka is still concerned about the 2024 estimates of approximately 10.8 million Ethiopian children in need of emergency humanitarian aid in light of the challenges facing the Ethiopian people of new and ongoing drought, conflicts and epidemics, in addition to increasing food insecurity and expected flood events.
Recommendations
· Elizka Relief Foundation is deeply concerned about the situation of hundreds of displaced Ethiopian children on the streets without shelter. Therefore, Elizka calls on the Ethiopian government to adopt a national action plan on orphans and vulnerable children, and also recommends setting a family reunification program as a priority. In cases of adoption, Elizka calls on the state to adopt monitoring mechanisms to ensure that adoption serves the best interests of the child.
· Elizka strongly condemns the high levels of abuse and exploitation to which children are exposed. Elizka alerts the Ethiopian government to the dangers of child labor and to address the root causes of such abuse and exploitation, and call on it to effectively prosecute the perpetrators of abuse.
· Elizka urges the Ethiopian government to increase the number of doctors and medical workers, especially in rural areas, to provide the necessary medical facilities and health services to treat at-risk and sexually exploited children. In addition, the state should rehabilitate and reintegrate victims of sexual assault or any other violation to ensure their remains and work to provide them with psychological and social assistance.
· Elizka deplores the increasing rates of low quality of education and high dropout rates, and calls on the Ethiopian government to take measures to address the causes of the high dropout rate. Elizka also encourages the Ethiopian government to make secondary education available free to all on a gradual basis.
· In the context of the Ethiopian government’s adoption of an action plan to combat the practice of female genital mutilation, Elizka recommends the effective implementation of the action plan to protect vulnerable children and prosecute perpetrators, and the need to launch community awareness campaigns on the issue.
· In the context of the child labor crisis in Ethiopia, Elizka demands more effective programs and legislation to prevent and combat child labor and take measures against those who use children in the formal and informal sectors.
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