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Thank you, Madam Chair.
Good afternoon. I have the honour of serving as co-rapporteur along with my colleague Myeon Kim. On behalf of Ms Kim and myself, let me start by extending  a warm welcome to the delegation from the Republic of Azerbaijan and thank your Excellency   ( Mr. Anar Karimov - Deputy minister of Labour and Social Protection of Population of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Head of Delegation)   for his opening statement.
The committee welcomes this constructive dialogue which occurs further to the State party’s submission of its combined  second and third periodic reports pursuant to article 35 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. We thank the government of the Republic of Azerbaijan for sharing information on the progress that you’ve made in implementing the Convention through your report.
Since the time that Azerbaijan ratified the Convention in January 2009, you have taken steps to implement it. These measures include reviews of laws and policies to harmonize them with the Convention.  The Committee acknowledges the positive steps that you have taken.
At the same time, we note that additional steps need to be taken. We are guided by information received from you as the State party, as well as from civil society and others. We are committed to using this dialogue productively in order to receive greater information from you, so that we may provide recommendations on what still needs to be done to ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities in Republic of Azerbaijan are furthered in an effective manner.
During this dialogue, we will seek clarification and additional information through questions that we have prepared, further to our analyses of the material available to this point. As members of the Committee, we all work independently and impartially to identify areas and means of improvement.
Thank you.

